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Commercial Reports by Her Majesty^s Consuls in 

China: 1881. 



AMOY. 

Report on the Trade ofAmoyfor the Year 1881. 



Shipping and Navigation. 

During the year 536 British steamers, of 414,448 tons, entered Amoy, 
and 538 steamers, of 415,331 tons, cleared thence, giving a total entered 
and cleared of 1,074 steamers, with 829,779 tons; 67 British sailing- 
vessels, with 23,056 tons, entered, and 70 vessels, with 24,283 tons, 
cleared during ike same period, showing a total of 137 sailing-vessels, with 
47,339 tons. 

The steamers of all other nationalities entered and cleared during 1881 
amounted to 138, with 78,116 tons; and sailing-vessels to 291, with 
91,813 tons. 

The percentage of the entire trade in British hands, as will be seen by 
the annexed Table, amounts to — 

Per cent. 
In trips of all kinds, by all nationalities . . . . 73 *84 

Tonnage employed . . . . . . . • 83 *72 

Foreign trade .. .. .. .. ..91*36 

Coast trade •• .. .. .. ..76*54 

Transit trade . • . . . . . • . . 65 *18 

Dues and duties . . • • . . . . . 84 *92 

There is an increase in the number of vessels of all classes entered and 
cleared during 1881, as compared with the previous year, of 166, with 
115,463 tons. 

The number of steamers running to and from Amoy is annually 
increasing. Messrs. Butterfield and Swire's line has been augmented, and 
four new vessels are expected. The In do -China Steam Navigation 
Company are about to establish a line here in connection with the northern 
ports, and the Netherlands Steam Company run a vessel periodically to 
and from the Dutch Colonies. A regular communication exists by two 
steamers with Manila, and other vessels under the Spanish flag occasionally 
visit us. The number of sailing-vessels is, of course, diminishing under 
the competition of steam. 

Emigration, — During 1881,52 ships cleared, with 19,743 emigrants 
for the Straits Settlements, under Ordinance No. 5 of 1874 ^Hong Kong). 

The casualty list for Jhe year is not a long one. On the 25th Feb- 
ruary the brig " Lady Aberdour," from New South Wales, put in in 
distress, and was sold to foreigners. On the 4th April the steam-ship 
** Hailoong ** stranded at Quemoy, but was towed off again. On the 
18th April Her Majesty's ship "Lapwing" collided with the Chinese 
steamer *• Hochung." the latter sank, but all lives were saved. This 
collision was the cause of a lawsuit at the Supreme Court of Shanghae, 
but the owners of the •' Hoochung," not being satisfied with the decision, 
[673] B % 
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9 CHIITA. 

h&ire appealed to the Prirj Council. ' On tbe 2nd October the bri|^ 
" Minatitlan '* was towed in disabled by a typhoon, and was afterwardft 
sold for breaking up. On the 6th November the steam-ship " Pakhoi," 
of Messrs. Butterfield and Swire's line, ran on the Bro>Kn Rock, in Amoy 
harbour, and sank some days after. Although the ship struck the rocks 
within 100 yards of a Chinese gun-boat, no help of any kind was accorded 
or offered, and within two hours the unfortunate ship was gutted by the 
crowds of thieves who swarmed over her sides. Representations made to 
the authorities have not resulted in the restoration of a single article, but, 
as the looting seemed general among foreigners and natives alike, the 
subject was not pressed. 

Imports. 

As will be seen from Table No. 2, there is an increase in the impor- 
tation of opium of all kinds amounting to 288,537 lbs., valued at ^63,'2*iO/., 
as compared with the previous year. This increase is attributable to the 
imposition of an extra U'kin tax on drug entered at Swatow. Malwa 
opium was never held in favour in the Amoy district, and the large amount 
imported this year is sent back overland to the Swatow consumers, and a 
portion penetrates as far as Kiang-si and Kwang-si. The cultivation of 
the poppy in this district is not worth mentioning, and the little grown 
during 1881 resulted in a failure of the crop. 

Cotton Goods, — In cotton goods an increase will be noted, on reference 
to the Tables, in grey shirtings, brocades, dyed shirtings, dyed figures, 
T-cIoths, sheetings, chintzes, Turkey reds, damasks, velvets, cambrics, and 
unclassed cotton goods. There is an insignificant decrease in white 
shirtings, jeans, twills, yarns, and threads. 

If any reliance can be placed on the declared value of the goods as 
given at the Custom-house, the noticeable increase in the import of cotton 
goods does not represent an increase in the value of the trade, which is 
stated for 1881 at a less. figure than the pre\ious year, but much faith need 
not be placed on the declarations, the goe«ls paying duties according to the 
Tariff, and not ad valorem. 

Woollen Goods. — There is an increase in the import of blankets, 
cloth, Spanish stripe, flannels, lastings, crape, long ells, and unclassed 
goods, and a decrease in bombazettes, bunting, camlets, and mixtures. The 
trade in woollens is, however, insignificant and unexpansive. 

Metals, — A considerable decrease in the import of all metals, except 
steel and tin, is observable. 

Sundries. — Raw cotton, salt fish, matches, needles, and rice show a 
considerable increase, but there is a falling-off in the other articles men- 
tioned on the list. 

Exports. 

The export of tea has increased from 18,065,256 lbs. in 1880 to 
21,839,3)9 lbs. in 1881. It comes principally from Formosa, and is sent 
to the United States. The production of tea on the mainland of China 
near Amoy is steadily decreasing, owing to the fiscal exactions of the 
oflScials and the poverty of the people. An attempt to ship common Amoy 
tea to Formosa, for the purpose of mixing it with the finer Formosa sorts, 
was happily frustrated last year. Had the scheme escaped notice a most 
serious blow would have been given to the tea-planting industry in 
Formosa, from which it would have had much diflSculty in recovering. 

Iron- ware manufacture is at present attracting much attention in Amoy, 
and the export of iron cooking -pans has risen from 1,242,639 lbs. to 
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1,420,864 lbs. during the year 1881. The" oonsumpiion of iron pans in 
China itself is enormous, but the export in foreign bottoms is chiefly to 
our Straits Settlements, Java, and Borneo. The supply to this and the neigh- 
bouring districts has hitherto been in the hands of two great monopolists, 
vhose works are situated at F^ng-shun Hsien and Ta Pu Hsien, in the 
province of Kwangtung, not far from Amoy, These firms were powerful 
enough a few years since to prevent the pans coming to the ports of Amoy 
and Swatow, the natural outlets for them, and avoid paying duty at the 
Foreign Custom-house. This restriction was annulled, as far as Amoy was 
concerned, about four years ago, owiug to the vigorous representations of 
a former Consul, but Swatow still remains under the ban. The pans can 
be cast at Amoy at half the cost charged by the monopolists, and an 
attempt has been recently made by a British and German subject to 
manufacture them with imported iron at Amoy with a view of exportation. 
As soon as the foundries began work, however, a furious stand was made 
against them by the authorities, who requested that they might be at once 
closed, and directed the Foreign Customs to prohibit the export of the pans. 
The question is at present under discussion at Peking, and the result 
anxiously awaited. It will be a very important one for Amoy, for, if the 
manufacture is allowed, a new industry of great magnitude^will spring up, 
the inland monopolies will be crushed, a great want will be cheaply sup- 
plied to the »^traits Colonies, and Amoy become the Fatshan of this part of 
China. Agitation is on foot for exploitation of the iron and coal mines 
which exist quite near, but if foundries are prohibited at the port nothing 
will come of it. 

• A grave decline in the export of sugar took place during the year under 
review, attributable principally to the shipment of the Formosa supply 
direct to Swatow, wnere there is a foreign refinery, or to Hong Kong. 
The sugar actually produced in the Amoy district is poor in quantity and 
quality. 

The stationary foreign community at Amoy numbers 275, besides a 
migratory number of people connected with ships. The following is a 
Table of nationalities :— 



British 
German 
Spanish 
American • 
Portugnese 
Danish 
Italian , 
Russian 



. . 152 

.. 43 

24 

..22 

.. 17 

10 

6 

1 

Total •• .« .. .. .. 275 



R. J. FORREST, Consul 
British Comulatef Amoy, April 20, 1882. 
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Patu • ••• ••. • 

Benarai 

Other kinds • 

Cotton good*— 

M dycdtp&iin .•• ••• • 

« „ nguied,kc. m. • 

T-doihi ... ... 

DriUs: EngUdi, Dutch, and Ameriean 



Jeans and twills ... m. 
Chinties ... 

Torkej nd dotht and eambries . 

ganiaaks.djed ... ... . 

Terrets, Ke. » m* ••• • 

Jaconets, iBo. .m •— 
Handkerchief 

Cotton goods, undaised ... 

yam and thread ... 



Wooden 



Bl 



alien goods* 
iiank^ ... ^ 



Bunting 

Oamlcts, English ... ... ... 

» Dutdi ... 

Cloth t broad, medium, and habit 

Sjpanish stripes ... , 

Tlaunels ... m. ... ... 

Lastings ... 

$f w a p e ... ... ... 

Long ells 

Woollen goods, undassed . ... 
Iliseellaneotts piece-good s ■■ 
Wool and cotton mixtures • .^ 



Canvas 



Copper: sheet, nails. Ice. 

Iron, naitrod 

M bar 

M pig and kentledge 
„ ware, Sw., undassed 
„ unmanu&ctured 

Lead, in pigs 



Tin, in slabs . m. 
M in plates 
Metals, manufaettfred, 
Sundriea— 



white • M* 
BeteKnuts ... 
Birds'-nests • 
Bicho-de-mar ... 
Cbres and sploM m* 
Coal ... iT^ ... 
Cotton, raw . ..• 
>ish, dry and salt ... 
Flint stones • ... 

Ginseng 

Grain ud pulse ... 
Indigo 

Isinglass ... 
Matches ^ ... 
Mannore-bark .^ 
Nec&s ... ... 

oa ... ... ... 

Paints 

Piper, black and white 
Battens 

Bice 

flandal-wood . 




Sapan^wood 
Wood, other 



other suits. 



Dmens 
Pieces 
Lbs. ... 

Pairs . 



Bcfta 
Lbs. 




vSlue': 



884,5«0 


968,979 


986,140 


688,680 


606.488 


2U'522 


111.706 


90.096 


960,067 


69.471 


89,989 


60368 


4aS58 


80^680 


89,069 


66 


46 


890 


U6S 


670 


1.187 


9318 


9.on 


,-5»:sz 


76.4M 


81.746 


180.716 


4,907 


9.789 


^ 


86 


68 


4,094 


640 


800 


76 


1.769 


890 


9,688 


6.901 


8,486 


••S 


889 


467 


878 


906 


891 


947 


1.227 


887 


9.124 


2,075 


989 


.. 2,579 


1.607 


469 


8.299 


4,178.609 


188,701 


8.784.607 


609 


614 


911 


106 


119 


99 


14 


16 


10 


9.474 


7.866 


1314 


141 


684 


67 


816 


9,098 


840 


866 


1.618 


409 


104 


851 


107 


940 


9.846 


996 


99 


58 


49 


697 


1,058 


776 


809 


986 


761 


1.698 


1.896 


^1 


69 


71 


68 


606 


1.978 


86 


87,896 


88 


44 


861.171 


SO 


69 


46,198 


ftl 


66 


15.869 


40 


20 


42.899 


07 


87 


816.386 


67 


B4 


9,199.877 


69 


9. 97 


64,948 


66 


U 


80.086 


48 


ii 


1,117,169 


2 


i; 36 


49.616 


08 


[)9 


... 


W 


... 


M 


10 




k7 


818 


94^467 


18 


686 


6.067 


)i 


16.686 


9.768 


19 


11.141 


696,540 


»6 


9,698 


98.679 


il 


9,169 


1303 


(9 


16,196 


1.660396 


8. L8 


88,061 




(8 


466 


819.013 


)l 


6.198 


18.067 


» 


846 


499.636 


» 


998 


464,671 


(6 


966 


16.678 


t9 


9.106 


198351 


1, 17 


9,014 


"•'Si 


n 


198 


9.990 


17 


800 


196,160 


11 


1,866 


48.639 


>9 


770 


96,980 


7 


9,069 


893376 


i 


609 
1.689 


"S 


10 


1.8a 




9.990 


I*. 



996.901 
646.741 
916,778 

97.886 

96,867 

938 

668 

9,446 

84,090 

9.588 

1,066 

8,147 

1398 

847 

478 

858 

1.167 

176318 

769 

104 

11 

6,991 

890 
9,199 
1.696 

859 
9,519 

199 
1300 

696 

1374 
66 

91 

406 

1.960 

1347 

17 

1396 

S.687 

92.968 

4,919 

787 

64,444 

476 

1,640 



860 
88 

16.070 

13.736 

1.846 

9,706 

84,820 

66376 

896 

10.016 

1,188 

8,864 

489 

18317 

666 

190 

1,489 

1,088 

876 

9,668 

98.4S6 

1,781 

1,786 

4^725 
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ClMnltf 

of 
QmUtj. 


: 1880. 


1881. 


Deteriptfonof Goom. 


QuaBtity. 


Yahie. 


QoantHy. 


Yahie. 


SBdl-flih. 8ft>. „. ^ 

Timber; of ftU kind!. ... ... ... 

WiiMlotr-glaM , ... , ... 

Snndriot, aueaomonted ... ... ... 


Lbs. ... ... 

Value . ... 

Boxes . ... 

Lbe. ... ... 

Yahie. ... 


8»lS9,60i 


44,660 

841 

1.894 

89>1^ 


8.806,461 

i;481 
8,800 


£ 

66.837 

. 1.810 

181 

66.671 



(Signed) R. J. FORREST, Constd. 

British ComulaU, Atnoy, April 25, 1882. 
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DeMriptianofGoodi. 


Caaasifler 
of 


.1880. 


188L 




■ 








Quantity. 


Quantity. 


Yahie.. 


Quvtlty. 


Yalue. 


Silk, nw and Uiiovii . 


Lba. 


196 


£ 
78 




£ 
... 


Ti.»"^ ::: ;•; :: z 


f$ ... ... 


480 


409 


'"918 


918 


M ..• ••• 


18.061.866 


788.081 


91.880.819 


681,116 


M duat ... .M 


M .M M. 


... 


... 


10.689 


101 


B^ofanUnda 


Kecea 


878.840 


.8.680 


786,680 


7.964 


Bi£boo.of aUkinda . ... ... ... 


Yalue . 




1.888 




1.087 


Beana and bean-cake ... 


Lba. 


8.864*889 


81.866 


7.8S0>81 


18.664 


Chinaware, Sec. 


YSiue": ::: 


8.408,816 


H889 


8,746,468 


11.800 


Clothinff ; Chfneie boota and ahoee . 
Fiab^orallkinda ... ... 




8.868 




8.684 


Lbs. 


lAiess 


1,688 


IH668 


747 


Fire-eradcen ... ^ 


„ ... ... 


817.800 


6,019 


176,868 


4.808 


Fnuts.of aUkinda ... ... ... ... 


n .M •— 


684^868 


8.908 


688.878 


8.S00 


QnaaHdoth ... ... ... 


ft ... .M 


16.666 


6.006 


86.448 


10.978 


Hair.of aUUnda ... ... ... ... 


MM. •.. 


11,879 


848 


17.408 


1.047 


Hemp ^ .« ... 


., ... ... 


1U68 


889 


18,466 


884 


Indigo ... ... ......... ... 


tt ... .«• 


97.800 


781 


6.440 


48 


lAn^gane ... 




466.048 


. 4.910 


848,499 


8.641 


Mate and matting ... ... 


Piicei" !:: 


80.700 


684 


64,876 


1.860 


Ifedidnea ...* 


Lbs. ^ ... 


199,444 


8.164 


140.606 


8.864 


lietali. mannfiiotnTed : iron pans. 8e6. ... 


.. ... ... 


1.248,689 


18,067 


1,480,864 


14.709 


,. nnmannfactared. nnclaaaed m. 


»» 


8,900 


64 






'ft ... ' *•• 


444 


. 86 


Ui999 


"'868 


OflTof^kindr Z Z Z Z 


.. ... ... 


6.984 


84 






PRper. of aU kinds 


M ... ... 


8.690,817 


61,944 


4^668;066 


76.*960 


Freaenrea .m ••• m. ... ... 


M ... ' ... 


160.466 


8.681 


110,196 


1847 


ProWikmsandTegetablea ... ... ... 


M ... ... 


1.868.699 


6.719 


1.978.661 


6>76 


Sugar, white ... 


,. ... ... 


89.691 


998 


81.067 


898 


., brown ... ^ ... 


■ n •.. ... 


4.866.800 


81,608 


88.616 


146 


„ candy 


M •.. ... 


8.661.688 


88.829 


1.766.880 


88.881 


Ttobtcoo . .^ ... ... 


„ M. ... 


898.871 


16,799 


848.776 


10.668 


YermieclU and macaroni 


M •.. ... 


M18.H1 


81,688 


1.788,187 


18.110 


Oundiies. unennmerated 


Yalue , ... 


... 


48,078^ 




40.846 



(Signed) R. J. FORREST, Cdrma. 

British Cofisuiate, Amoy^ April 25, 1882. 
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(No. 4.) — RS-£XP0RT8. 



DeMription of Goods. 



Clanifler 

. of 
Quantity. 



1880. 



Quantity. 



Value. 



1881. 



Quantity. 



Value. 



Opinm^ 

Jratna ••• ••• ••• •** i 

Benarea 

Other kindi • ••• ..i ••• « 
Cotton gooila«« 

Shirtinmi dyed, plain ^ ... , 

Brills t lingliah, i>utcii, and American . 

Cotton yam and thr«M 

Metals- 
Copper: sheet, nails, fee . .m 

Qwctsilrer ... ... ..• 

Sleel... „, ... ... ... . 

Tin, in slabs 

Metals, mannfactnred. 



Betel>nntB 

Birds*-nests . 
Fish, dry and salt ... 

Matches 

Shell-ilsh, &c 

Wax. regetable taUow 

Sundries, nnenumerated , 



Lbs. 



Pieces 
Lbs. M. 



Value*" 
Lbs. .., 

Gross \ 
Lbs. .. 

»» ••' 
Value. 



»,7W 

480 

8.787 

20 



240 

ioi6 

7.728 



888 

766 

60 

16,688 



£ 

8,047 

863 

2,185 

11 



16 

842 

8 

9 

110 

12 

6 

267 



661 



6,720 

160 

5.761 



680 
8,641 

*e76 
21,614 



2,400 
Sf,908 



5,869 

127 

4^829 

"425 

504 



67 
*862 

"ioo 

"270 

'I66 
239 



(Signed) R- J. FORREST, Consul. 

British Consulate, Amay, April 25» 1882. 
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FOOCHOW. 

Report on the Trade of Foochowfor the Year 1881. 

The imports and exports this year come to 15,109,907 Haikwan taels, 
equal, at 5«. Bd. per tael, to 4,281,140/. 6#. Ad., against 16,023,980 
Haikwan taels, or 4,673,646/. 5s. in 1880. The difference arises from 
the exports beine less in 1881 by 1,108,872 Haikwan taels, and the im- 
ports more by 914,023 Haikwan taels. In other words, in tea alone, the 
staple export, there has been a smaller quantity exported in 1881 than in 
1880, t.tf., 730,918 piculs, or 97,455,733 lbs., against 798,846 piculs, or 
106.512,800 lbs. 

The treasure imported and exported, mmnly from and to Hong Kong, 
to give life to this trade, amounts to 7,097,973 dollars, equal at Ze. 9d. 
to 1,330,869/. 18#.9</. 

The trade, so called foreign, because of the duties upon it, being 
collected by foreign employes, has yielded a net revenue of 2,022,934 Hk. t. 
2 m. 6. c. 4c., equal to 573,164A \5s. 2d., as compared with 2,167,463 
Haikwan taels, or 632,176/. \4s. 2d. in the previous year, although ninety- 
four steamers under the Chinese flag participated in the trade. 

With the exception of opium and lead the whole of the imports are on 
native account. 

The share of. the duties paid by vessels under the British flag is 
1,791,315 Hk. t. 8 m. 9 c. 8 c, or, 507,589/. lOs. Id,; the Chinese flag 
figures next for 92,288 Hk. t. 7 ro. 8 c. 8 c, or 26,148/. 10«. 4d. 

The number of vessels employed in the foreign trade inwards and 
outwards is 597 of 473,735 tons, viz , 491 steamers of 429,561 tons, and 
106 sailing-vessels of 44,174 tons; of this number 74 entered and 
27 cleared in ballast. Of the 697 vessels entered and cleared, 459 were 
British, of 396,721 tons. A large proportion of the steamers are small 
craft emplo}ed in the carrying trade on the coast between Shanghae and 
Foochow northwards, and between Foochow, Amoy, Swatow, and Hong 
Kong, the terminus in the south. The Chinese steamers, ninety-four in 
number, are engaged solely in the coast trade between Shanghae and 
Foochow, so that this class of steamers making a number of trips during 
the year, figure in the shipping list several times over. The large 
steamers are chartered on foreign account for carrying teas during the six 
busy months to London and the Colonies. 

The British flag continues to preponderate in the trade of the port, 
the percentage being estimated at 86 per cent, of the entire trade, while 
its proportion of the payment of the duties is put at 88 per cent., the 
number of British firms being 31 out of the 40 foreign houses of 
business in Foochow. Before going into further particulars, it will be 
well to mention that, during the first four months of each year, business 
transactions, as regards the foreign merchants at the port, are almost at a 
standstill, with the exception of making prcparatipns for each coming tea 
season, in the shape of selling lead to send into the interior for the purpose 
of lining tea chests, and the obtaining loans of some lacs of dollars by the 
natives from the several foreign banks and merchants for the purchase of 
the first-crop teas. 
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Imports. 

H. taels. 
Total value .. .. .. •• .. 5,709,886 

Foreig?! goods . . . . . • • . . . 3,837,891 

Natiye goods .. .. .. .. .. 1,871,995 

All the goods that are imported, with the exception of opium and 
lead» are getting more and more every year into the hands of the natives, 
the only European firm that has for some years made any attempt to com- 
pete with the Chinese in cotton goods, viz., Messrs. Holliday, Wise, 
and Co., having at last determined to close their business here at the 
completion of this year, thus leaving this branch of the trade of the 
port entirely in the hands of the native traders. All Manchester goods 
are shipped up from Hong Kong, while the native-mnnufactnred stuffs 
are almost entirely imported from Shanghae. The quantity of busineas 
done remains steady and confined, the movement, if any, being a back- 
ward one. The market continues almost without variation on quotations 
twelve months ago, as, for example : — 

Shirtings, import 83,007 pieces, are worth : SS^ yards, 10 lbs., 

3 dol. 20 c; 8^ lbs., 2 dol. 50 c. ; 7 lbs., 2 dol. 20 c ; 6 lbs., 
2 dollars. 

T-cloths, import 281,984 pieces : 24 yards, 8 lbs., 2 dol. 30 c. ; 7^ lbs., 
2 dol. lOTc. ; 7 lbs., 1 dol. 90 c. 

Drills, English, import 3,047 pieces : per piece of 40 yards, 14 lbs., 
^ 2 dol. 45 c. ; 15 lbs., 3 dollars ; 18 lbs., 4 dol. 10 c. 

American drills, import 3,793 pieces: per piece of 40 yards, from 

4 dollars to 4 dol. 40 c 

Chintzes, import 3,721 pieces : per piece of 25 yards, best quality, 
2 dol. 70 c. ; 28 yards, inferior, 1 dol. 70 c. 

The whole declared value of cotton goods imported is put at 704,623 
Haikwan taels, or 199,642/. 6s. \Od.f a most meagre trade considering the 
large population. 

Woollen G'ooef*.— Camlets, English, import 8,671 pieces, from 
14 dollars to 16 dollars per piece. 

Camlets, Dutch, import 68 pieces, 27 dollars per piece. 

Broad cloth, import 1,249 pieces : per yard, 1 dol. 5 c. to 3 dol. 80 c. 

Blankets, import 1,796 pairs: per pair, 8 lbs., 4 dol. 40 c.; 10 lbs., 

5 dol. 20 c. ; 12 lbs., 6 dollars. 

Lastings, import 3,608 pieces : from 10 to 14 dollars per piece. 

Long ells, import 1,282 pieces, from 8 dollars to 8 dol. 40 c. per 
piece. 

Spanish stripes, import 4,260 pieces, 1 dollar per yard. 

Total value of woollens imported during the year is declared at 
226,825 Haikwan taels, equal to 64,267/. ]s. Sd. 

The tirade in cottons and woollens is, on the whole, of a most insignifi- 
cant kind, and sufficient only to supply the retail dealers for local con- 
sumption. Not more than 120 pieces grey shirtings, and 1,080 pieces 
T-cloths, passed into the interior under transit passes. Jt must be that 
the upper departments in the Min Valley get their supplies from the 
adjoining Kiaugsi province, from the port of Kewklang, or elsewhere ; or 
else Chinese nankeens are preferred on account of their .warmth and 
durability as compared with the flimsy Manchester wares, or that the 
wealthy classes prefer silks and crapes for under clothing. 

Metals.-^-Total value, 406,471 Haikwan taels (115,166^.15*. 8 J.). 

Lead is the principal class under this heading. A considerable 
quantity of it is used during the tea season for linings of tea-chests. The 
import this year is 62,618 piculs, of a value 264/226 Haikwan taels, or 
74,864/. 
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Lead is the only article in which any barter takes place, many of the 
foreign firms paying for some of the teas in this *forro ; in fact, very often 
advances are made during the first few months of the year on the fine 
contract chops of tea that arrive at the beginning of the season. The 
market is ruled by that of Shanghae and of Hong Kong, at both of which 
places a good deal of speculation is always taking place. Quotations for 
cash have varied from 5 dol. 90 c, at which figure it now stands, to 

6 dol. 40 c. per picul of 133^ lbs.; and against tea, 6 dol. 25 c. to 

7 dollars. The quantity of lead carried into the country during the year 
under transit duty certificate is 87,687 piculs. Other metals in use are 
iron, tin slabs, and tin plates ; they are, however, used to a small extent, 
as, for example, iron nail rod, 8,702 piculs; tin slabs, 5,135 piculs; tin 
plates, 1,000 piculs. 

Opium, — Net import, 4,784; value, 2,006,312 Haikwan taels ; equal 
to 568,455/. U.4rf. 

This import is altogether in foreign hands, the firms of David 
Sassoon and Sons, and E. D. Sassoon being the chief houses engaged in 
this trade. 

I am indebted to Mr. Ezekiel, agent of the first of the above-named 
firms, for the following information respecting opium : — 

*^ The supply and consumption of the drug during the twelve months 
under review, with but slight deflections in sympathy with disturbing con- 
ditions in centres of supply, have diverged but little off the lines of 
previous years. Statistics of the net importation for the year, though pre- • 
figuring a marked increase on that of the preceding year, prove the 
actual gain and improvement in the circumstance of consumption to be 
but slight. Stocks of the drug yet unmoved, invariably the accumulation 
of but a short period preceding the close of the year, were yet greater 
and more significant at the close of the period under review. With such 
extensive and rapid influx of stocks, so marked a feature in the circum- 
stances of this department of trade in Foochow, mere importation of 
figures in themselves, but partially reveal the measure and extent of im- 
provement or retrogression actually established in the circumstance of 
the trade generally. The comparative figures below illustrate the pre- 
ceding observations. 

Net Importation in I^iculs. 





Malwa. 


Patna. 


Benares. 


Persian. 


Total. 


1880 
1881 


1,610 
1,808 


1,744 
1,778 


415 
521 


432 
676 


4,201 
4,783 


Increase 


198 


34 


106 


244 


582 



Presumed Stocks. 






Piculs. 


Piculs. 


1880.. 

1881 


3,855 
4,100 


346 
337 



''The recognition of an increase of some 245 piculs in the consump- 
tion, as shown by the figures above, which furnish the basis of a correct 
comparative estimate, modifies considerably the initial conception of the 
pro8|)erity, attested by the importation figures themselves ; and though the 
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sliglit improvement shown is scarcely subversive of the average of extent 
and prosperity discovered in past years, it is yet a bit and a scrap to be 
welcomed in view of the partly receding health and vigour indicated in the 
circumstances of the opium trade in Foochow in recent years. With an 
adverse and inordinate U-kin Tariff* aggravated in its singularity and 
isolation amongst the lower and uniform scales of imposition in provinces 
adjoining our own, the marked and vital encroachments of the neigh- 
bouring provinces on the easier accessibility of commodities from Foochow 
to its own districts in the interior, have ever contributed deterrently to 
the legitimate expansion of the trade at this port, and completely dis- 
lodged Foochow from the position it once held, that of a centre of supply. 
When the transit and consumption of the drug at the intermediate ports 
in the south and at Ningpo in the north were restricted to their geograpical 
limitations severally, Foochow imported and could account for 10,000 piculs 
of the drug annually. The large falling off in the importation has been 
concurrent with the successive accretions of the li-kin at this port, aggre- 
gating 65 taels. It used to be 19 taels then. To the evils attending such 
high and prohibitory Tariffs, mulcting this port in such a large share of its' 
legitimate prosperity, the Board of Bevenue has always testified, and the 
complete blockade at times established on the market here in consequence of 
large supplies of the drug reaching the interior from Ningpo, has on several 
occasions called for official protest and intervention. With such adverse 
conditions marking the course and development of the trade at this port, 
the gain of 245 piculs recorded this year is matter for congratulation. The 
instrumentality and share of the local Executive in the realization of the 
improvement, have been conspicuous by their absence, and we may with 
reason incline to the inference that the maximum of disturbance attending 
irregular fiscal incidence has been experienced and established. 

" While referring to the circumstances of the Li-kin Office, it may be 
interesting to note that much of the evasion of its dues so flagrantly 
practised and successfully undertaken in recent years, has ceased, partly 
owing to the institution of greater vigilance and energetic system of collec- 
torate, but mainly consequent on the smaller gains now yielded in 
smuggling the drug. There can be no doubt that smuggling has been 
on the wane in recent years, but the exact quantity that has paid ii-kin 
during the past years is known to few not officially concerned in its collec- 
tion. The once contemplated hypothecation of the U-ki7i on drugs 
imported into Foochow by importers in return for the advantage of a 
slight curtailment in the Tariff, with the supplementary scheme of farming 
proposed by the Cantonese in this province, so naturally the outcome of 
80 per cent of the drug imported here annually, failmg record in the Li-kin 
Office, will likewise testify the absurdity of promulgating an impracticable 
Tariff. It must be clearly understood that the consumption of the drug in 
China, and the vigilance and integrity of^ its fiscal administration are 
closely and inversely inter-dependent. The more complete the supervision 
of the Revenue Department, the lesser are the importation and consump- 
tion of the drug likely to become. Nor can the measures initiative of the 
ratification of the opium clause in the Chefoo Convention fail, if realized, 
in causing considerable disturbance in centres of supply and consumption 
of the drug in China. 

"The increase shown in * the figures of importation above given, is 
evidenced generally and by every item ; and 1 shall now make a few 
remarks on each. 

'* Malwa and Persian. These have about the same status and footing 
on the markets in the interior, Persian passing as an inferior sort of 
Malwa. An increase in the one generally tells inversely on the other. 
But you will observe that the consumption of both these sorts has 
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increased this year, and this is hecause of the partial failure of natiye 
crops in this province, which also in its turn is a sort of a yet more 
inferior Malwa. The impetus thus given to the consumption of drug of 
foreign growth, Malwa and Persian^ you see realized in the increase we are 
noticing. Moreover, if stocks of Persian in native hands, purchased and 
held over, as I have said, for a speculative feeling anticipated hereafter 
owing to failure of native crops, he considered, the consumption of Persian 
for the twelvemonth we are reviewing harely exceeds the aggregate of 
previous years. The natives who have speculated in the drug are now 
drawing on their stocks held hack, to the almost complete exclusion of all 
first hand bargains. The Customs Returns for the current quarter will, I 
expect, compare unfavourably with the corresponding period last year. 

'' Yet another reason for the improvement both in Malwa and Persian is 
in that the tea -operations of I880->81 left few native teamen of standing 
in the trade. The loans current invariably in the beginning of the tea 
season had greatly to be curtailed, and the bankers in advancing funds to 
the teamen, as customary, were compelled to reduce their credits. Hence 
the anxiety discovered by teamen to take up merchandize and operate mth 
the proceeds. They bought opium in excess of the usual quantity, on 
long credit, and thus effected a loan indirectly which they could not have 
obtained directly with the bankers in hard cash. The Customs Returns for 
treasure imported into Fobchow in 1881, as compared with those of the 
year before, will bear out my remarks on the tightness and lack of funds 
in the money market this season. The effect of the tea trade on the 
opium market is appreciately great. Almost all the drug that is purchased 
during the months of March, April, May, and June is taken up on long 
credit, which is converted into cash for loans to teamen in the interior, 
upon whose expedition and punctuality of disbursements later further 
operations in the drug mainly depend. 

" Patna does not show any marked increase and has well kept within 
the limits of past years. This is the description of drug that is smuggled 
most in this province. 

** Benares discovers a decided gain, and this is a part of the demand 
that has of late been exhibiting itself in consequence of greater attention 
that is being directed in India to its preparation. A good portion of 
Benares placed on the markets in China this year cdnsisted of chests 
avowedly with drug of higher touch, that is, in excess of the usual 
quantity of morphia sorted into balls. In some instances it forms a chief 
ingredient in a species of adulteration made with Malwa, Persian, and 
native drug. 

^'Native Drug, — ^The mean of several differing estimates would 
constitute the yield at 1,000 piculs in this and the next province annually. 
The place where it is most grown is Wenchowfoo in Chekiang. The 
price of a picul is about 480 dollars, and the rivalry with foreign drug is 
insignificant hitherto, in Southern China. 

" The average values of the various descriptions of the drug imported 
into Foochow during the year with the duty included are: — 

Dollars. 
Malwa, per picul . . . . . . . . . . 760 

Patna, per chest . . . . . . . . . , 685 

Benares, „ .« .. •. .. .. 688 

Persian, per picol . . • • . • . . . , 600 

^'During this period our market was greatly disturbed and extremes of 
fluctuation have been experienced. Chief of the disturbing factors has 
been the rumour, repeated more than onc3, of the proposed rise in H^kin / 
extensive speculations ensued thereon, and the status quo of affairs has 
injured a few of the dealers. Reshipments to the north and south have been 
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considerable^ equalling fully those of the year 1879» when a large quantity 
of Patna had to be re-exported owing to the raids of the white ants in 
India itself. The bulk of reshipments this year has been in Malwa and to 
the north ; the drug was markedly inferior and unsaleable in Foochow." 

I have given above the views of Mr. Ezekiel in full as those of an 
Indian gentleman of large experience in the opium trade. 

The remainder of the imports consist of the usual articles, and in 
about the same quantities : B^he de mer, clocks, cuttle-fish, fish-skins, 
flints, flour, ginseng, isluG^lass, mussels, kerosine oil, pepper, rattans, 
sandal-wood, seaweed, shell-fish, window-glass, &c., all articles of foreign 
origin of a total value of 358,929 Haikwan taels, or 101,696/.. 10#.. 

The native imported goods are bean-cakes, beans, China root, cotton 
(raw), date plums, fans, felt, and felt caps, fungus, grass-cloth, hemp, mats, 
medicines, melon seeds, nankeens, oil (bean), paper, pears and apples, 
rice and paddy; safflower, silk piece goods, sugar and sugar candy, tallow, 
tobacco, varnish, vermillion, wax, wheat, &c., of an aggregate value of 
1,330,246 Haikwan taels, or 376,907/. 4s. 

The largest quantity of these native goods comes from the northern 
ports. 

Exports. 

T'^^a.— Total export 730,918 piculs, equal at 133^ to 97,455,733 lbs.« 
as per following Table :- — 







Black. 


Green. 


Brick. 




Piculs. 


Piculs. 


Piculs. 


To Great Britain .. 




441,057 13 






India 




250 22 






Singapore . • 




36 59 






Anstralia 




154,267 


8*95 




New Zealand .. 




12,814 90 






South Africa 




7,229 77 






Continent of Europe . • 




1,390 89 






United States of America . . 




22,041 59 




"o 57 


Russia.. 




478 25 




. • 


Hong Kong 




20,611 69 


66*50 


2 28 


Chinese ports (to Tien-tsin for R 


ossia) 


. • 


•• 


50,259 74 


Total.. 


680,580 49 


75 45 


50,262 59 



Owing to the heavy losses iocurred by most of the Chinese tea hongs 
last season, borrowing dollars for the new season at any amount of interest 
was exceedingly difficult, as both the foreign houses and banks required a 
better security than had been the case formerly ; the result of this was 
that instead of 5,000,000 being sent up country for the purchase of 
the first crop, as was the case in 1880, not more than 3,500,000 dollars 
could be obtained for that purpose; this of course had a considerable effect 
on the supply, the total arrivals of the first crop being about 80,000 chests 
short of last year's yield. Great care was taken by the natives to secure 
teas at very low rates, they having been well cautioned by the foreigners 
that low prices would be sure to predominate at the opening of the market. 

The first musters to arrive were the Packlings, which were placed on 
the market on the 1 7th May; the contract chops from this district also 
arrived about this time and were immediately shipped to England. 

Teas from the country districts arrived two days later (with the 
exception of the Kaisows, which district is about 300 miles inland fiom this 
port and the means of carriage very slow) and they were unanimously 
prononnced to be the most inferior crop that had been seen for many 
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jears. The Kaisows, however, which arrived later, showed an improveikieiit 
on the general crop, and in fad almost proved to he equal to the teas Arom 
this district the previous season. 

This inferiority of crop can only be explained bv the hot that scarcely 
any anxiety was exhibited in London for fine teas, the great demand being 
for common Congou ; however, as the season proceeded, a demand sprang 
up for the fine teas. 

The general opinion in the trade here about this time, via., the latter 
end of May, was that the market would not open for at least a month, but 
to the general surprise it was finally opened on the SOth May by the 
settlement of three chops of Panyong tea at very remunerative prices to 
the teamen. The stocks were then standing at 124,000 chests of Congou, 
against 259,000 chests at the same date last year ; the next day large 
settlements were made, nearly all being in the above-mentioned class 
of tea. 

The business for the first week was almost entirely on colonial account. 
Five steamers were expected to load for the Colonies (Australia), a fact 
unparalleled in the history of the trade of this port ; no less than 46,200 
piculs were exported during the following month, while absolutely nothing 
had been sent to the Colonies up to the end of June the previous year. 
The extreme prices paid during the first week of the opening made it quite 
impossible for the London operators to enter the market ; they consequently 
were obliged to remain quiet until the immediate wants of the Colonies 
had been satisfied, and the teamen after their late elevation felt inclined to 
accept lower prices. 

Before the opening the teamen fully expected to have to face heavy 
losses, and they would have been glad torrid themselves of their teas at a 
slight loss so that they might be able to purchase the later crops at a 
lower range of price in the interior ; this was, however, entirely ** knocked 
on the head " owing to the sharp competition on the part of the foreigners 
to get the best of a bad crop ; and there cannot be any doubt that they 
were quite satisfied to accept as much as 33 per cent, profit on many of 
their teas and pay higher rates for the second crop, which they previously 
wished to avoid. 

'llie only tea out of the first crop which did not show a profit to the 
native was that called common Congou, probably owing to the fact that it 
was in such full supply. 

After the arrival of the steamer in London some very fair profits 
were made by the shippers, especially in the best classes of the tea ; this was 
scarcely expected as the quality of the first crop was so much inferior 
to that of last season, but for some unaccountable reason the London 
trade took a sudden fancy to Foochow teas, and considered them of better 
quality than those from the north, a decision quite the reverse of the best 
judges here. Home buyers concluded that they had the best of a bad 
crop, and were determined to obtain as much of these kinds as they could 
at once ; the result of this was, that anything pertaining to quality was 
firmly held by the teamen and commanded its own price. 

During the early part of July common Congou was reported to be 
losing heavily on the London market ; this of course had its effect here, 
and this class was a mere drug on this market ; as time advanced, however, 
a slight firmness manifested itself at home, it being apparent that the 
lowest point had been reached ; the large buyers on this side soon reasserted 
themselves and a large business took place, with results that cannot have 
been very cheering to the shippers. 

During the same month the second crop teas began to arrive ; they were 
universally declared to be inferior to the same class last season ; no anxiety 
was shown to purchase for some time, with the exception of the pretty 
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leafed teas ; during tbe entire season these maintained their opening 
price. 

Third crop teas arrived at their usual period, namely, the middle of 
August, and they also followed in the steps of the previous crops, 
exliibiting inferiority; nevertheless, a fair business kept progressing, 
principally for England, the shippers* standpoint being the certainty of a 
decreased export at the end of tiie season. 

As the season has progressed the quality of the tea has deteriorated, 
and for the last two or three months nothing but the commonest class has 
been placed on the market, and the price of this kind in London has been 
steady. 

Towards the beginning of December the stocks unsold stood at 
62,200 chests, against 29,600 chests at the same period last year. The 
teamen at last made up their minds to sell as quickly as possible the 
remaining stocks, at a loss of 2 taels per picul, or something like 25 per 
cent., reducing the stocks to small dimensions. 

Exchange. 

The money market has throughout the past season shown much less 
activity than during the season of 1880. One reason for this has been 
the decrease in the first cost of teas up country, only some 3,500,000 
dollars having been sent into the interior for advances to the native 
cultivators, as against 5,500,000 dollars in 1880. This business of 
advances to the native teamen seems to be steadily falling into the hands 
of the native banks and financiers, the amount advanced by foreigners 
for 18S1 bein^ less than 10, per cent, of the total amount, as against 
some 18 per cent, in 1880, and over 40 per cent, in 1876. 

Exchange on London has shown but little variation during the year, 
except early in July, at the time of the Silver Conference in Paris, when 
the rate for four months' mercantile bills rose to 8^. lOJef. With the 
subsequent reaction on the failure of the Conference negotiations the rate 
weakened to 3*. 8^^., the lowest point touched. Otherwise, the rate has 
fluctuated steadily between Ss, Sfc/, and 3^. d^d. Tbe average value of 
the dollar throughout the year has been 3^. S^d., the average exchange for 
four months' commercial bills 3*. 9d. 

The market for sterling is mainly governed by the sterling markets in 
Hong Kong and Shanghae, which again are ruled by the price of bar- 
silver in London, the standard of sterling exchange in all countries where 
silver currency alone exists, such as India and China. There are, of 
course, local motives, such as an extraordinary activity in the export of 
teas, a deficiency in the supply of dollars, &c., and among others may be 
mentioned the amount of treasure imported by the exchange banks early 
in the season, and later on by the demand for remittances to Shanghae 
and Hong Kong among the Chinese which is supplied by the drafts of the 
banks. 

The treasure imported and exported during the twelve months ending 
31st December, 1881, according to the Customs* Returns, is as follows ; — 

Impoeted. 

Dollars. 

From Hong Kong •• .. .. .. 3,709»180 

Swatow .. .. .. .. f 332»700 

Amoy .. .. .. .. .. 313,972 

Taiwan-foo •. .. .. •• 1,000 

Shanghae •, ., .f •• 461,858 
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Exported. 



To Hong Kong 
Swatow • I 
Amoy 
Shanghae ., 



Dollars. 

1^886,423 

11,190 

51,400 

330,250 

2,279,263 



It has been a feature of this year's trade that almost half the amount 
has been re-exported, the reason being the sudden and unexpected tight- 
ness in the latter half of the year, firstly in the money market at Canton, 
where Foochow currency of broken dollars sold by weight is accepted, 
and secondly and later in the year, by a tightness in the Indian money 
markets, causing a large export of Foochow currency from Hong Kong to 
the mints of Bombay and Calcutta for the purpose of coinage. Another 
reason undoubtedly is the decrease in the export and value of teas, which 
has caused a comparatively less amount of sterling bills to be purchased 
by the banks than in former years. The very large demand for remit- 
tances to Shanghae on Chinese account, estimated at nearly 1 1,500,000 
dollars, has also tended to the same result. This demand, showing so large 
and steady an increase, would tend to prove a considerable expansion of 
the trade between this port and the northern parts of the Empire. Last 
year the estimated amount drawn by banks (native as well as foreign) on 
Shanghae, did not exceed 9,000,000 dollars It would be interesting to 
know in what channels of trade this expansion has taken place. 

Mr. Alexander Leith, Agent of the Hong Kong and Shanghae Banking 
Corporation, has most obligingly given me the following Table, carefully 
compared from the Chamber of Commerce circulars for the seasons 
1870-71 to 1881-82, showing, firstly, the total export of tea from this port 
for each season ; secondly, the average sterling value per pound of the 
whole crop ; thirdly, the gross sterling value of the whole crop ; fourthly, 
the average rate of exchange (for six months' commercial bills up to and 
including the season 1878-9, and from thence of four months' commercial 
bills) for each season ; and, lastly, the estimated amount of local currency 
required to move off the crops. 

This Table cannot fail to be of great interest to persons engaged i 
the tea trade. 

It demonstrates the large value of the trade at this port in one article 
of export alone. 



Season. 


Total 
Export. 


Average 

Price per 

lb. 


Sterling 
Value. 


Average 

Rate of 

Ezdiange. 


Value. 




Lbs. 


«. d. 


£ 


#. d. 


Dollars. 


1870-71 


72,740,000 


1 1 


3,940,000 


4 5i 


17,593,000 


1871-72 


79,140,000 


1 2 


4,616,500 


4 el 


20,855,000 


1872-73 


81,265,000 


1 H 


5,118,000 


22,533,000 


1873-74 


77,445,000 


1 2 


4,517,000 


in 


20.698,000 


1874-75 


87,780,000 


1 2 


5,120,000 


23,979,000 


1875-76 


91,670,000 


1 2 


5,347,500 


4 If 


25,862,000 


1876-77 


87,610,000 


1 24 


5,201,500 


4 1 


25,476,000 


1877-78 


82,100,000 


1 1 


4,447,0n0 


4 


22.235,000 


1878-79 


99,550,000 


1 U 


5,599,000 


3 H 


29,533,000 


1879-80 


98,500.000 


1 Oi 


5,027,500 


3 lOi 


26,088,000 


1880-81 


110,725,000 


1 H 


5,594,000 


3 H 


29,506,000 


1881-82 


97,230,000 


11 


4,456,000 


3 9 

1 


23,765,000 



(Signed) CHARLES A. SINCLAIR, Consul 

Brituth Consulate J Foochow, December 81, 1881. 
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HANKOW, 
Report on ih9 Trade of Hankow dutnng the Tear 1881. 

The total Returns of trade show a considerable increase, but it must 
always be remembered that for a large proportion of the goods and produce 
which appear therein this is but a port of call. 

As a commercial community the port shows a falling off» and the 
tendency is, more and more, to shut up the existing hongs out of the tea 
season, or, if the firm be agent for an important insurance office, to leave 
the business for ten months of the year in charge of a junior clerk. £yen 
on the tea market, the raUon d'iire of the commercial community at 
Hankow, there is an effort being made to reduce the importance of the 
port, and it is vitally interesting to those residents here to watch the 
strugffle going on to transfer the market hence to Shanghae. 

Thb year a larger proportion of the supplies were settled on this 
markety to wit, 68 per cent, of the supplies against 65 per cent, last year, 
but there is still a falling off compared with krmer years. 

The presence of the Russian tea factories keeps these large buyers on 
the spot, and as they give good prices for the finer teas, the Shanghae 
merchants are obliged to send their agents here to compete for the first 
crop» and two large English exporters remaining behind a greater number 
of the chops of the second and third crops were settled on the spot than 
was thought at the commencement of the season would be likely. 

But the struggle to retain the market here is necessarily a hard one, 
for ches^ river freights will always enable the native dealers to place their 
second and third crops to better advantage on the larger market at 
Shanghae; and it is the interest of the heads of houses there to have the 
purchases as much as possible made at a place at which they are them- 
selves resident. 

The supplies were very slightly in excess of last year, amounting to 
998,695 half-chests, against 997,000 half. chests in 1880; 847,000 half- 
chests in 1879 ; and 750,000 haif-chests in 1878, but did not reach the 
figures of 1876, when they amounted to 1,071,000. 

There were also more Kiukiani^ teas settled here than last year, being 
224,000 half-chesU, against 206,000 half-chests in 1880, and 147,000 in 
1877. 

But while the total purchases here were larger, the direct shipments were 
lets by 4,000,000 lbs., partly owing to there being less available tonnage 
(the low freight and numerous disasters of 1 880 having deterred ocean 
steamers from coming in their usual numbers), and partly owing to the 
greater facilities for forwarding vi4 Shanghae in the alliance of the River 
and Ocean Companies ; and in the coming seasons there is a probability of 
still greater diminution in the direct export, for, although there is an 
undoubted advantage in the avoidance of transhipment, the cost and risk 
of bringing ocean steamers 600 miles up a dangerous river more than 
counterbalance it. 

On the whole, the quality of the teas was poor, consequent on the 
heavy rains prevailing at the time the tea was picked, and the damage 
caused by a late frost following extraordinary warm weather at the end of 
the w'mter. 

Prices for fine teas were as high as last year, the Russians, as usual, 
bidding for the finest chops ; but ordinary teas were somewhat cheaper, and 
[673] c 2 
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the lower class teas were sold for less than has been hitherto known, falling 
at the end of the 'season to 6|<£. per lb., with, it is to be hoped, satis- 
factory results to the European exporters. 

Brick tea was exported to the extent of 191,541 picuir (255|888 lbs)., 
going as usual viS Shanghae and Tien-tsin. 

Attempts are being made to establish a route overland, with a view to 
the supply of the Thibetan markets ; but the supply is not likely to increase 
largely, all available material being bought up and used as it is, and the 
Thibetan markets will probably be supplied later on from India. 

In Manchester goods the Returns show a steady increase, but it is 
more apparent than real, the goods merely passing through Hankow on the 
way to the real distributing centre at Chinkiang, and so far as the foreign 
merchants are concerned the year would show, as noted last year, a con- 
tinued decrease in the goods brought here in foreign hands for sale in the 
local market. 

The cheap fares charged by the river steamers, the larger market in 
which to supply their wants, better financial facilities, and the varied 
attractions of Shanghae make the up-country dealers proceed there in pre- 
ference to attempting to lay in stocks here ; and although attempts have 
been made to attract them to the still-existing local foreio^n agencies by the 
offer of goods at Shanghae rates, it has been, so far, without success. 

To deal with the individual figures therefore, save in regard of opium 
and some few other articles, would be but to go over ground better dealt 
with at Shanghae and Ichang. 

Nor is there prospect of recovery until the introduction of railways 
again makes this tne great commercial centre it was in the old days of 
China's history. For years to come, so far as the import trade is concerned, 
foreigners can only hope for an ever-decreasing and merely nominal 
interest. 

In opium, the Tables show a net import of 3,922*94 piculs (5,230*59 lbs.), 
of a value of 2,442,006 taels (691,901/. 14^.), against an import of 
2,952-95 ]f)iculs (3,937-27 lbs.), of a value of 441,555/. 12^. 4rf. last year. 

This increase is chiefly to be attributed to the reports, that the import 
duty and li-kin were to be largely increased, and the desire to lay in stocks 
before the new arrangements came into force rather than to any increased 
demand, for although the price at one time went up very largely and 
rapidly, on the report reaching Hankow that the increased import duty 
had been agreed to, the average rates have been normal, or, if anythiug, 
lower than in former years, and it is stated that the consumption, so far as 
can be observed, is less than heretofore in the increased amount of native 
drug in the market. 

The bulk of the import is Malwa, though it is noticeable that while 
this shows 3,124 piculs against 1,905 four years ago, or not quite double 
the quantity, Patua has trebled its import in the same time, rising from 
218 piculs in 1878 to 780 this year. 

The import of Persian opium has gone down to what it was in 1878, 
18 piculs only, and it would appear from inquiries I have made, unknown 
in the local market, as distinct from Malwa. 

In kerosine oil, there is a small falling off on the enormous import of 
last year, but it is still double what it was in 1879, and four times what it 
was in 1878, and the actual consumption is steadily increasing. Difficulties 
in regard of the transport and storage are probably the reason of the 
decrease, but until the petroleum wells known to exist farther up the river 
are worked, as they probably will be before many years, and this part cf 
China is supplied from its own resources, there will be a continually 
Increasing demand. 

And so also with matches of which the Tables show ^n import of 
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372,128 gross. A law protecting trade-marks is much needed in con- 
nection with this article, the market heing flooded with vile imitations of 
Bryant and May's unrivalled productions ; hut good or bad, the Chinese 
find them better than nothing, and the days of flint and steel are past. 

There is also a constantly-increasing demand for the miscellaneous 
articles of foreign manufacture, toys, tools, pencils, pictures, ornaments, 
umbrellas, cutlery, sham jewellery, soap, &c., which form the stock-in- 
trade of the general store, dozens of which are established In the streets of 
Hankow and the cities of Wuchang and Hanyang for the supply of 
natives, but, as with cotton goods, they obtain their supplies at the 
Shanghae auctions, and the trade locally is entirely in native hands. One 
foreign watchmaker has for years attempted to make a living as agent for 
Genevan and American watch and clock makers, but only with the result 
of finding himself overwhelmed with debt as the reward of his enterprise. 

Of general exports, the trade in hemp, or China grass, has trebled in 
the course of the year, showing 226,261 piculs, against an average of 
75,000 piculs in the three preceding years. Whether the foreign demand 
will be permanent, or whether the export is but a revival of the disastrous 
speculation of years past, remains to be seen. The material can, it has been 
shown, be worked into very beautiful fabrics, but it is said that it is too 
costly, from its bulk, to compete with home products iu the home markets. 
In the meantime, however, it gives the foreign agents here a living in the 
shape of commissions. 

The trade in hides also continues steady both for export to Europe, 
which is practicable now that exporters have learnt to preserve the hides 
and reduce the bulk of the bales by hydraulic pressure, and for the supply 
of the Shanghae tanneries. 

Nut-galls show a slight falling-off, but not a very important one ; and 
there is a satisfactory increase in the export of vegetable wax, which is 
becoming an important article of export. 

In medicines foreigners are interested solely in musk and rhubarb, the 
former of which shows a considerable falling-ofi' owing to the want of any 
one on the spot gifted with sufficient knowledge to distinguish what parcels 
could be bought with profit. 

In tobacco, owing to the losses on the export last year, there is a 
falling-off, some account sales which passed through my hands in 
connection with a deceased estate showing the speculation to have been 
ruinous, even making allowance for the fact that an apparent loss may 
often be a real profit ; but I am informed that profits have been made this 
year, and as the leaf is of good quality, it will eventually become a staple 
export. 

Szechuen silk to the extent of 6,400 piculs appears in the Returns, but 
the market for this is Shangiiae, and it only passes through this port. 

The Shipping Returns show a large increase in the number of ocean 
steamers under the Chinese flag, consequent on the return of the troops 
sent hence last year, the native Company's vessels having been employed 
to bring them back from the north. The service was well carried out, and 
the troops were landed, disbanded and sent to their homes in the interior 
with surprising celerity and ea?' , 

Two vessels of the Rus«' n Volunteer Fleet came for tea for Russia 
direct, and two German vp' .-fs were employed in like manner, and it is 
probable that for some ti?. , at least these flags will have a monopoly of 
this branch of the trade, there being practically at present no competition 
on the part of English houses in the supply of the Russian markets via 
Odessa. 

A new ocean line was to have been started this year between this por 
and the Anioor, but there does not seem to be any very strong desire t 
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cnnimenee operations. When establishod, if the difficulties of navi^tion 
in the fog-bound rock j approaehes to the Amoor do not prove insuperable^ 
the line will probablj eyentually be to some extent availed of, but there Is 
oertain loss to those interested in the eommencenient, and the local Russian 
merchants prefer to send their teas by the established routes yi& Hen^tsin 
and overland, or by sea viA Odessa. 

Of the carrying trade direct to Great Britain the British flag has the 
monopoly, and I should not be surprised to see the *' Glen/' ** Castle," and 
** Holt " lines eventually getting it into their own hands. 

This year the first steamer to leave was the "Glencoo," which 
obtained 61, per ton, followed by the ** Loudoun Castle ** at 5/. per ton^ 
and the *^ Glenfruin " at 41., the subsequent rates averaging ^L to 9/. 10#. 
per ton of 40 feet. 

The sailing vessels visiting the port are limited to lorchas, and I 
should be glad to see the proportion fiying the British flag still smaller 
than it is, as, with few exceptions, the foreigners on whose declaration 
of ownership the vessels' registers are granted have no real interest 
whatever in them, they being almost invariably Chinese owned. 

A foreigner is paid a sum of money, generally, 1 believe, about 
100 dollars, to swear that the vessel is his, giving at the time a mort- 
gage on the vessel to more than her value. Another foreigner is given 
40 or 60 dollars a-month as nominal captain ; a third foreigner is given 
10 dollars per trip to enter and clear the lorcha, and come forward if 
there is trouble with the custom-house, and there the foreign interest 
in this class of boat as a rule ends. They are navigated and managed 
entirely by Chinese, and on Ciiinese behalf. 

And so also with the chartered junks : to escape the visitation of the 
native custom-house, and avoid the dues to which they would otherwise be 
liable, the owners pay a foreigner a sum varying from 38 to 80 dollars to 
pretend to charter them, and thus obtain them a ^^ua^foreign character. 
Happily, the strictness that has been exercised at this Consulate in 
examinmg into these professed charter parties has had a deterrent effect, 
and the abuse of our flag has almost disappeared. 

(Signed) ' CHAS. ALABASTER, Consul. 

British Consulate, 
Hankow, April 2, 1882. 



Tables attached to Mr. Alabaster's Trade Report for Hankow, 1881. 

1. Export of Tea. 

2. Comparative Statement of Export Trade. 

3. Comparative Statement of Import Trade. 

4. Imports of Treasure and Copper Cash. 

5. Imports of Opium. 

6. Shipping Table. 

7. Values of the Trade of the Port. 
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EXPOBT Tbjlde. 

(No. 2.)~CoMPABATivE Table of the Export Trade for the Years 

1878 to 1881. 



Detcription of Goods. 


1878. 


1879. 


1830. 


1881. 


Dye stuff 


Piculs ... 


8.1B1 45 


9,734 21 


8,930 85 


12,390 96 


Firngus 




14,653 85 


13,479 13 


13,739 11 


18.302 36 


gyp«»«» 

Hemp 


n ••• 


61,28^? 00 


112,172 74 


116,675 00 


116,794 00 


... 


73,019 82 


72.701 60 


77,885 16 


226,261 93 


Hides, conr 


, 


35.205 26 


21,063 32 


22,2H8 88 


26.265 99 


Lily flowers, dried 


... 


8.4H8 50 


20,973 64 


10.085 93 


10,270 83 


M^icines 


» 


W,S08 23 


109,255 80 


118,791 34 


120,168 39 


Musk . 


> ••• 


32 32 


81 95 


32 85 


19 2S 


Nankeens ... 


... 


.^,554 85 


3,752 6.3 


8,450 07 


8,966 15 


NntgHlIs 


» 


21,7*2 53 


28.391 83 


25,664 20 


22.^78 S« 


Oil, wood 


M ... 


336,052 94 


203,830 m 


261.641 76 


269,287 97 


Opinm, Szechuen 


M 


880 86 


120 08 


927 46 


S,0M18 


Piiper 


M ••• 


12,78i 94 


13,078 34 


11,586 08 


12,231 86 


Bhubarb— 












Shensi 


u ••■ 


2,697 11 


8,660 97 


3,869 69 


4,012 12 


Szechnen 




3.245 03 


8,389 77 


8.376 08 


2,093 03 


SafRower 


... 


6 5^13 90 


5.152 47 


4,914 76 


8,983 81 


Silk, Stcchuca 


... 


8,257 34 


6.&*9 78 


7,471 83 


6.413 40 


Steel 


»• ••• 


5.869 95 


5.323 45 


8.455 36 


8.069 40 


Tallow, Tcgetable 




89,269 16 


90,413 U 


102,166 13 


103,333 83 


Tea- 












Black 


... 


365,233 30 


423,161 63 


517,263 29 


500.715 18 


,, Kiukianz 


t» •*• 


90,256 73 


lll.8n 91 


98,781 17 


100,631 50 


„ Wubu 




177 73 


1,493 14 


6*3 44 


370 78 


,, snndrr 


* 


36 43 


218 33 


641 41 


334 44 


;; brick' 


... 


101.695 08 


144.756 26 


162.339 05 


143,593 81 


Green 


>t »•• 


15,946 36 


25.650 80 


15,936 65 


47,949 04 


Tobacco 




111,312 53 


121,273 93 


133,885 40 


109,105 01 


Wax, wliite 


$» ••■ 


6.316 13 


6.9 13 44 


8,891 94 


13,765 28 


Varnish 


., 


6.796 61 


6.488 18 


6.150 31 


7.663 97 



Impost Trade. 

(No. 3.) — CoMPABATiVE Table of the Net Import Trade for the Years 

1878 to 1881. 



Deseriptioa of Goods. 


1878. 


1879. 


1880 


1881. 


Cotton Roods— 


' 










Shirtings, grey 


Pieces .. 


914.065 


1,411,168 


1,884,904 


1,587,187 


white 


„ 


161.533 


253,997 


330,991 


465,979 


T-clothi 


»» ••• 


833,(W3 


434,886 


462,554 


481,604 


DriUs 


II •■• 


174,247 


283.617 


281,384 


216.226 


Sheetings 




37.8:5 


■10.496 


89.730 


120,710 


Chintzes 


,, ... 


88,403 


50.707 


66.150 


82,174 


Brocades 


„ 


7,299 


10,230 


9.275 


10,7-46 


Damasks ... 


»» 


5,023 


6,091 


6,336 


6,273 


Velvets and relvcteens ... 


„ 


21,490 


19,049 


25,090 


27,339 


Woollen goods- 












Lustres 


,, ... 


43.201 


66,096 


63.695 


65,669 


Ci>mleU ... 




47.155 


67,106 


68,393 


81,366 


Cloths, medium, he, ... 


„ ... 


16.591 


20,353 


16,429 


22,066 


Lastings 




23,564 


31.957 


29.053 


39,876 


Long elis 


n ••• 


60.730 


69,340 


44,038 


63,600 


Spanish stripes 

Iron, nail-rod 


.. 


10.G33 


13,883 


13,510 


14,271 


Piculs ... 


23,611 65 


26,019 17 


80,163 06 


48,838 97 


Lead 


„ ... 


29.736 85 


19.450 32 


22,335 40 


49,343 76 


fin 


„ ... 


2,94* 84 


3,251 .36 


3.705 06 


8.689 48 


QuicksUver 


„ 


876 77 


3,146 28 


1,190 32 


1,333 40 


Opium — 












Malwa 


„ 


1,905 00 


2,678 63 


2,303 64 


8,134 89 


Benares 


„ ... 


1 20 


... 


480 


... 


Patna ... 




218 63 


679 32 


684 61 


780 65 


Persian 


II ••• 


17 431 


36 00 


61 00 


WOO 


Sundries- 












Cotton, raw 


,, 


143.638 87 


160.893 66 


876,648 90 


10,806 60 


Cuttle fish 




16,693 6:5 


22,138 46 


20,741 24 


25,842 74 


Matches 


Gross ". 


129.537 


274,933 


324,317 


872,128 


Medicines . 


Piculs ... 


33.425 12 


38.816 40 


40,347 83 


49.944 84 


Oil, kerosene 


GaUons ... 


76,370 


149.320 


285,157 


260.400 


Sandal wood 


Piculs .„ 


21,801 83 


25,054 71 


21,349 7* 


29,06i 44 


,, .. 


19,211 50 


15,583 49 


21,855 33 


24.629 87 


Sapan wood 


II 


19,120 24 


35,263 33 


27.099 60 


80,231 96 


Seaweed 


i» ... 


101.853 76 


126,295 99 


101,573 24 


146.326 84 


Silk piece (roods 


II ••• 


1,150 40 


1,261 94 


1,363 77 


1.487 17 


Sugar, brown 


fi ••• 


198,753 08 


179,886 70 


207,655 33 


169,587 Oi 


^ « . 'l»it«, 


,, ... 


85,157 83 


105.080 60 


100,114 16 


113,973 05 


Tea (imported) 




U74 16 


1.233 73 


68 61 


844 84 
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(No. 4.) — Treasure and Copper Cash Imported and Exported during 

the Year 1881. 
Imported. 



Port. 


Copper Cash. 


Sycee. 


Gold Bars. 


Total. 


Ichang 

Kiukiang . . . . 

Wu-hu 

Chinkiang 

Shanghae • • • • 


H. taels. 

'325 

1,296 

94,095. 

3,900 


H. taels. 

3,150 

122,400 

12,400 

17,325 

4,994,374 

• 


H. taels. 
500 


H. taels. 

3,650 

122,725 

13,716 

111,420 

4,998,274 


Total .. 


99,616 


5.149,669 


500 


5,249,785 



Exported. 



Port. 


Copper Cash. 


Sycee. 


Gold Bars. 


Total. 


Ichang . • 

Kiukiang 

Wu-hu 

Chinkiang . . • . 

Shanghae 


H. taels. 


H. Uels. 

1,300 

1,269,100 

V,800 
310,174 


H. taels. 
18,396 


11. taels. 

1,300 

1,269,100 

V,800 
328,570 


Total.. 


.. 


1,582,374 


18,396 


1,600,770 



(No. 5.) — Gross and Net Importation of Opium during the Year 1881. 



Description. 


Gross Import. 


Re-export. 


Net Total. 


Malwa 

Patna 

Fenian 


Pic. c. 

3,213 05 

806 95 

20 00 


n. Taels. 

1,633,083 

869,617 

7,600 


Pic. c. 

80 56 

26 40 

2 00 


H. ThcIs. 
45.702 
11,933 
660 


Pic. c 

3,124 30 

780 65 

18 00 


H. Taels. 

1,587,381 

847,686 

6,940 


Total..*. 


4,040 90 


2,500,300 


117 96 


58,291 


3,022 94 


2,442,006 



Digitized by 



Google 



! 



24 



CHINA. 






00 
00 



6 



CO 

a 
« 

CO 



.2 



2 »- 



03 



o 




P 

I 

0) 






t^ 



bo 



§ 

e 

s 
S5 



s 

M 









t^o 


ssgg 


o» 








<D r<» 


tt» 






g 


^ ^ 


flo m lOO 


© 






•> •* 


• •>»•> 






• 


^ 


© »o 


M CM •« OD 


"^ 




i 


»n CO 


S" 


s 


^ 












C» M 


© «o -* "^ 


00 






6 


CM 04 


CM ■<«• 








?; 


»n 


CO 


o 








"<* in 


CO oo »o »rt 


o 








C CO 


QC l>. 00 ^ 


© 








•-«^i>. 


r- CM CM eo 


Oa 


















H 


v «>r 


O «d CM V 


© 




^ 


c* ^ 


O PH 


CO 






Oi 


^^ 


•* 
















gs 


© CO CM CM 


00 






o 


to CM 


aO 


1 




^ 


CM 


^^ 


•^ 








0> QO 


*>. 






-1 




O^ l>> 


r* 






• • 


»0 CM • • 


00 








« at • • 




1 


.s 


H 




eoo 


cT 


^ 


• • 


«e CO . . 


Oi 


§ 




jz; 




CM • . 


CM 


u 
















"<«• •« 


<« mo 


CO 






9 


O CO 




CM 






l-H «>i 


S^ .8« 


© 




ip 


g 


VrC 


CM • CM V 


•» 




(3 


CM ^ 


«o 


t-i 






CM 


^^ 


•^ 




S 




© fH 


"* CM CM 


Oi 




^ 


d 


<o^ 


O • 


CM 




;z; 


CM 


^ • 


"* 








CO »o 


CO 00 »o »o 


Oi 






S 


<0 CO 


00 <>• 00 ^ 


to 






CO t>. 


•-H CM CM CO 












• K •« >\ 








H 


tdtC 


<0 «0 CM ^ 


CO 




3 


CM^ 


to ^ 


CO 






CM 


PH 


"^f 




^ 












CM •-« 


© CO CM CM 


© 






d 


<Oi-l 


(O CM 


o 


1 

a 




JZ 


CM 




"* 






CO 


©00© m 


to 


1 


1 


• "^ 


34 

16,27 

1,17 

4,31 




1 


n 


















1 


£ 


d 


• a» 


^ eo^ CM 


to 


s 




^ 


• 


ca 


CO 


H 
















CO CM 


CO »o 


eo 








o -* 


■^ 1^ 


to 




s» 




co«o 


00 ,1- , 


o> 




tc 


^ 










£r 


«r CO 


»o • 1-^ • 


to 




J? 


CM 


to 


o 




O 

^ 




CM 




CO 












•ts 


, 


CM CM 


o ^ 


'^ 




^ 


;! 


CM 




CM 








• • 


• • • • 


, 








• • 


• • • • 










• • 


• • • • 










• • 


• • • • 


• 




* 








t 




S 




I'-'- 


ers— 

ers . 
ers . 


1 








0) 


steam 

steam 
steam 


CO 








1 


1 








1 M 


11 1^-^ 


H 








i-gSo 


•iso 1 s 










OQ 


W Ctf 





Digitized by 



Google 



HA.KKOW. 



2ft 



s 

I 



I 



I 



I 



0» to 00 0| lA O 00 

<o o> eop> 00 CM 



o»t»o ei CM o t^ 

^ CM -^ <0 O 0> CM 

ioe»^ Mi^ooco 

tCt>. fH CO 00 



:S 



0>t^ CM CMO t>» 
i<^CO . CMO 00<O 

»>•«>• • i-^eo 00 



eo t>. O ^ CM -^ CM 

-^ CO "^ CO O '-^ CO 
•-H <0 pH -^ O O 

ootC f-H eo^cM 



( 00 r-l 1-^ 0» CO <<«« 
) CO CM CO 



«0 tNi pH CM -^ CM 

o»co C00»-«<0 

00 «0 ,pH-^fo><0 

tC»C • ^eocM 



«25g . fHoeO"* 
>« eo . CM CO 



S! 



s 



.1 

1 



I 



I ll ' 'I 1 




2 

I 



.2 



I 



CM r-l «-4 CO "^ O <^ 

ot 00^ o»CM eoo 
«oo» CM eo M>«o^ 

tii^fS tCootC 

•^ O l>» 

»oco 



§ 



»g t; CO io CO -^ «o 

O CMOk CM ^ 

i^<0 "V 



i 



0» (O 00 CM t» K» O 
"^ O 00 <0 CO ^ 0» 
iO W© C* 00 CO 00 
tCoT^ co-^eo 

S2 



I 



1-4 » to 01 CM CM CO 
kO O l>» r-4 CM 
CO CM 



• 00 



9» 



:-*^ 



S 



0» «0 r-l CM t» lO O 
■^ <D ^ <0 CO »H 0» 
i6 pH MCM 00 CO 00 

^ *^ 
CM rl 



rH 00 »«» CM CM fM CO 

«00 "* pH cm 
CO CM 






CO lA CO fH t>. tA ^ 
■^ C>» CM CO 00 ^ p^ 
p-« l>» ^ rH to CO 0» 

OOffiff crftjfco" 
kO 00 
CM .I 



CO 04 



l^coao o M> 

04r-(tq ..-iCO 



^sa :^* 



to CM lO fH tNi <^ 

Ofc"*OCO»M 1-4 

00 to •« pt »o ,o> 

oj -CO 



to 



ss 



CO CM CO 1-40 CO 

lAOOk pH .04 

CO p^ • 




Digitized by 



Google 



26 



OHINA. 



00 
GO 



00 



I 



s 

I 

s 

CO 

s 



o 

2; 





s 




CO 




ko 




CO 


fH 




1 




a* 




t>» 




r-t 


00 




1 


to 




o 

CO 




CO 
eo 


o 

g 








^^ 




o 




00 


o 




i 


» 


2 




oT 




o» 




, 


o 
















— * 


















QO 
GO 


















•^ 


^ 


»-« w 


o» 


o» "* 


o-« 


^"^ »OQO 




^H 




s 


.i ^ •« 


o 


OiO* 


o> o 


04 00 04 00 




^ 




9 


42 a»o 


^^ 


f-eo 


QO -* 


c* !>. »r»^co 




to 




-a 


l"s* 


, . «c 


tCo" 


.00^ 


eo or»o tC 




<^ 




> 


• ? "* 


■* c^ 


:« o> 


eo CO t>. .o 




1 o> 




. "^ 


Ok 


o»oi 


•lOOi 


lO U5 t>. o 




• »o 




4A 






.» 












5 


KU <o 




to 




CM to CO to 




^^ 




;z; 






t^ 


w 






"* 




s 




ko 




t^ 




^^ 


eo 




^ 


n* 

1 


8 • • 


. • 




• • • • 

• • . . 


o? 


9 




» 


CO" 




eo 




o" 








»H 




i-< 




C9 


-* 


d 

CD 


o 
















« 


















^ 






















^ •* 


Ok 


o>co 


cot^ 


•O CMQO CO 








i 


• "^O* 




^ fH 


eo o 


'^ CM eo CO 








iSoo'* 


^ 


w -HI 


O QO 


"<«• lO «o o> 














* •» 












S tCeo 


- . "^ 


•<* tc 


- '^f o 


»0 OOOiO? 




»^ 




t^ 


«> CI o 


I I "* 


T QO 


! "* CM 


«0 "V o> •* 




! » 




^ 


«^ 




f^ t^ 


•»o o 


O^OO 




oi^ 




"8 


M « 


l-< 


^0^ 


oTpJ 


^oCo »o 




2 




;z; 


»-i 




f-» 




»-• 




•^ 




1 




»» 




r^ 




Oi 


*>. 






Ol 




«o 




r* 


<o 






o 




04 




«» 


o 




t 


2 • • 


• • 




I ! I r 


o 

CM 


i" 




g 


» 






00 




d 
o< 


d 


o> 


o 
















QO 


















pH 




lO 01 


p^ 


fhO 


eo e* 


CM o»eM ^. 




2! 




m 

1 


• -* CO 


fH 


»-4 p^ 


»o o 


o o> <o *- 




o> 






oo 


COW 


CO "* 


t-^^-* co^ 




^ 




-a 


. . ^" 


^•^" 


CM eo 


o oTdo 




2 




l> 


I ! »« 


*n ^ 


:co»^ 


Oeo^ CO 




I ^ 




Ck 


• • 0* 


Olfr* 


•»oo> 


iO CM »0 t* 




• i-i 




« 


» d 




o 


<N^ 


co*a^»S 




tS 




JZ 


•^ r-l 




rH 




I-* 




<o 






• ' 


::|: 

5 


• • 


. • • • 


• • • • 

reign countries. 
Chhiese ports. . 


• 


• • 
foreign 
native 






1^ 


Kong 
Shanghfl 

• • 


: : 


: : : 


: 


ade of the port . . 
de of the port (i.e., 
1, less re-exports, and 






Goods, 

38 and Hong 


es and Hong 
ts (chiefly 




1 ss 


Total native re-exports • • 

Net total native imports 
poduce of local origin exported to fo 
roduee of local origin exported to ( 


t 
1 






Foreign 

foreign countri< 
Chinese ports 


foreign imports 
foreign countri 
> Chinese por 




ed (chiefly from Shangh 
orted to foreign countri 
lorted to Chinese ports 


Gross value of the tr 

Net value of the tra 

and native imports 

exports of local orJ 








Total 
orted to 
orted tc 


1? 


•a 
1 






"S o 




P<CU 












p-a.a 




•e P-g* 


O 0) 










2 o 






I.S8 


11 










JJ 


S^ 




S,&& 


'AZ, 







Digitized by 



Google 



27 



ICHAN6. 

Report on the Trade of Ichcmg for the Year 1881. 



Acting Consul Spence to Earl Granville. 

My Lord, Ichang, April 15, 1882. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose my Report on the trade of this port for 
the year 1881. 

In a previous despatch I informed your Lordship that I had taken the 
opportunity of my recent journey to Chunsrking to make inquiries regardin<^ 
the cultivation of native opium in the Province of Szechuan. The result 
of these is embodied in this Report, and to that section of it I take the 
liberty of requesting your Lordship*8 attention. On the extent and condi- 
tions of opium culture in Western China, on the attitude of the Chinese 
Government thereto, and on the effect of opium-smoking on the people of 
the provinces where the habit is all but universal, my Report will be 
found, I think, to throw considerable light. 

I have transmitted a copy of it direct to Calcutta, for the information 
of Her Majesty's Indian Government. 

The small sum of 12 dollars, expended by me in procuring informa- 
tion, I have paid from my fixed quarterly allowance in the March 
quarter. 

I I13.V& o?C 

(Signed) ' WM. DONALD SPENCE. 



Inclosure. 

Report, 

The slatlslics of the trade of Ichang during 1881, that is, of the 
trade passing through the Maritime Customs, are given in the following 
Tables appended lo this Report : — 

1 . Direct Trade with British Empire and Foreign Countries. 

2. Indirect Trade (Coast and River). 

3. Shipping. 

4. Foreign Goods imported. 

5. Native Produce imported. 
G. Native Produce exported. 

The great increase in the trade of 1880 over previous years has not 
been maintained. The total value for last year is only 1,523,005 taels, as 
against 2,094,898 taels in 1880. This decline is due to one cause only, 
to be presently explained, and is common to all branches of trade, as will 
])G seen at a glance from this Table :— • 
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Imports of foreign goods 
Imports of native produce 
Exports . . • • 

Transit trade . • 



1881. 



1880. 



Taels. 


Taels. 


885,482 


1,010»756 


149,728 


225,089 


487,795 


859.053 


1,237,808 


1,679,183 



The revenue of the port has fallen in like proportion^ being but 
45»687 taels, against 68,627 taels in 1880. 

In my Report for 1880 I pointed out that the trade of Ichang is 
simply a carrying trade in imports destined for, and exports from, the 
Province of Szechuan> that it is of great extent, and that its transfer 
from junks to steamers would not be accompiished until steam communica- 
tion was maintained regularly throughout the year between Hankow and 
this nort. The large increase in the trade of 1880 was. caused by the 
runnmg of a small steamer several trips during the winter of 1879-80, 
and the decrease in the trade of last year is the result of the withdrawal 
of the steamer during the winter of 1880-81. At the risk of repetition, I 
most add that, so long as steam communication is maintained between 
Ichang and Hankow oulv during the summer months, the trade of the port 
will never increase. With regular steamers, trade would increase with 
great rapidity. 

Shippiko. 

The China Merchants* Steam Navigation Company is the only 
shipping line represented here at present. A small steamer, of about 
450 tons, arrived here on the 26th April, and continued to make two or 
three trips a month up to the end of September, when she was replaced 
for a time by a larger boat. In the end of October regular communica- 
tion ceased. The great shipping trade between Szechuan and the East is 
at its height in winter and spring, when the water is low and the rapids 
easy to contend with. During the summer and autumn freshets it ceases 
altogether, commencing again when the river begins to fall. Consequently 
it will be seen that the running of a steamer between Hankow and Ichang 
in summer only cannot be profitable. On the Upper Yang-tsze trade is 
almost at a standstill for three months, and it is not brisk for four more. 
Thiese are the months in which the steamer plies to Ichang, while during 
five months of bustle and activity on the river it is withdrawn. The 
Chinese Company are aware of the folly of existing arrangements, and 
during the past twelve months they showed some anxiety to amend them. 
Failing to purchase a suitable steamer in Japan, they cut down their 
regular boat at considerable expense, and lessened her draught a few 
inches. Thus altered, she ran two trips last winter, without cargo, as an 
experiment, but she did not prove suitable to the conditions of the river at 
that season, and was withdrawn. The winter of 1881-82 sees Ichang cut 
o£r again, during the height of the junk traffic, from the lower river ports. 
What is required is a steamer that will carry 600 tons of cargo on a 
draught of 4 feet at a speed of 11 knots* Such a vessel running summer 
and winter would find most remunerative employment. I have put myself 
in communication with more than one of our leading British shipping 
firms on this subject, but, so far, my facts and figures have failed to 
induce them to get the requisite steamer, and ta extend their operations to 
Ichang. An excellent shipping trade is going a-begging. During the 
year there has been some talk in foreign shipping circles in China of 
steam navigation to Chungking. To this subject I have alluded in 
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another part of my Report ; but I may here state my opinion that the 
first step to that end is regular steam traffic between Ichang and Hankow. 
Until that is uninterrupted, the commercial success of a line to Chungking 
begging for a moment the question of its practicabilityy would be impossible, 
and the enterprise Quixotic* The only other important facts I haye to 
notice in connection with shipping are that 4 taels per ton has been preyed 
to be a prohibitive rate of freight during summer ; and that last winter, 
in the absence of steamers, a considerable quantity of cargo was exported 
in chartered junks. 

Imports. 

The import of cotton piece-goods has fallen off from 260,000 pieces in 
1880 to 228,000 pieces in 1881. A decline in the consumption of piece- 
goods in Szechuan must not be argued from this, the cause being, as I 
haye shown, purely local. The only variety of cotton fabrics which 
shows an increase is that of English sheetings, and although the increase 
is relatively large, and accompanied by a decrease in American sheetings, 
the figures are too small to form a basis for safe conclusions* Woollen 
goods, on the contrary, have increased from 24,000 to 27,000 pieces. 
The more valuable makes, such as Russian cloth, show a falling-oE A 
small quantity of foreign opium has been imported, 2 piculs 40 o.,8o small 
as to be no exception to the rule that in the provinces of China where 
opium*smoking is most prevalent, Indian opium is known only as a 
delicious but unattainable luxury. The important subject of native opium 
will be treated more appropriately under the heading of exporta, Kerosine 
oil is largely imported both for local cousumption and for transhipment 
to Sieohuan, but as it is not carried by steamer it does not appear in the 
import list. Its sale inside large cities like Chungking is forbidden. The 
prohibition does not affect the trade in it, much of the business portion of 
Chinese cities being outside the city walls* Imports of native produce call 
for no special notice. 

Exports. 

The cause which has produced a decline in imports has equally affected 
exports. Yellow silk, the most important Szechuan product exported by 
way of Ichang, has declined a-half. The capabilities of the province for 
the production of silk are very great ; except, however, at very low prices, 
it is unsaleable in Europe, so dirty aad uneven is it. Mr. Baber estimates 
the total production at about 42,000 piculs annually. Of this, 14,000 piculs 
eome from the districts of Chiatiug Fu, 1 7,800 piculs from Hsi Chung, 
the balance from other parts. The value of this out-turn b about 
7»000,000 taels, and one-third of it is exported to the north and east. The 
export and consumption of Szechuan white wax are falling off, but not, as 
yet, in proportion to the falling-off in production. The cause is the yearly 
increasing use all over China of kerosine oil for lighting purposes. Tea, as 
yet, finds no place amongst Ichang exports, the growers in Szechuan confining 
their attention to local and Thibetan markets. Green tea is produced 
close to Ichang ; but the inexperienoed qultivators do not know how to 
make << hung,*' or '' black " tea. About 10,000 piculs are annually pro- 
duced near the village of Lo Tienchi in this district. The plants are picked 
once a-year only ; the leaves are dried over stoves so quickly that tea 
picked in the morning can be used at night. The total volume of the 
exports of Szechuan produce to the east cannot be much less than 
40,000,000 taels per annum. Of this, 25,000,000 taels is represented by 
salt and opium ; but a goodly part of the remainder will be snipped from 
Ichang when adequate shipping facilities are available at all seasons. 

Of all the products of Szechuan, the most important now^a-days it 
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Native Opium. 

In September last year it was my fortune to be sent on tbe public 
service to the commercial metropolis of Szechuan, Chungking. I was four 
months in the province. In the course of that time I visited parts of the 
great opium country, questioned many people regarding opium culture^ 
consumption, and export, and carefully noted the observations and conclu- 
sions on these subjects cotne to by Mr. Colborne Baber and Mr. E. H. 
Parker during their official residence there, with a view to giving, as far as 
possible, exact information in my Trade Report on a matter of great 
commercial, and no little political, interest at the present moment. 

1. Where cultivated, — The cultivation of the poppy is carried on in 
every district of Szechuan except those on the west frontier, but roost of 
all in the Prefectures of Chungking Fu and Kweichow Fu. In all the 
districts of Chungking I'u, south of the Yang-tsze, and in some of the 
districts of Kweichow Fu, north of that river, it is the principal crop, and, 
in parls, the only winter crop for scores upon scores of square miles. The 
head-quarters of the trade are at the city of Fuchow, in the first of these 
Prefectures, and, iu a considerably less degree, at Fengtu, a district city in 
Kweichow Fu. Baron Uichthofcn, writing in 1872, says that the poppy 
then was cultivated only on hill slopes of an inferior soil, but one sees it 
now on land of all kinds, both hill and valley. Baron Richthofen himself 
anticipates this change when he says : *' The Government may at some 
time or other reduce the very heavy restrictions, and if Szechuan opium 
then should be able to command its present price at Hankow, the conse- 
quence would be an immediate increase in the area planted with the 
poppy." Since be wrote, the area given to the poppy has much increased, 
though not from the cause alleged. Being a winter crop, it does not 
interfere with rice, the food staple of the people, displacing only subsidiary 
crops, such as wheat, beans, and the like. When it is planted in paddy 
and bottom lands, which, now-a-days, is often the case, it is gathered in 
time to allow rice or some other crop to follow. It can hardly be said of 
Szechuan that the cultivation of opium seriously interferes with food 
supplies. The supply of rice remains the same, and the opium produced, 
less the value of the crops it replaces, is so much additional wealth to the 
province. 

2. Tenure of Opium Lands. — Opium lands, like other lands in 
Szechuan, are either owned by the cultivator or held in metayer tenure by 
tenant farmers— the farmer paying a proportion of the summer crop as 
rent. This latter is by far the most common form in the neighbourhood 
of towns, the wealthy inhabitants of which invest their money in land. 
Large estates are not uncommon, and much land is held by Buddhist 
temples, corporations, and gentry as trustees to charitable, family (" gens"), 
or public uses. The incidents attaching to metayer tenure in Szechuan 
are, in brief, these : — At the commencement of the lease the tenant deposits 
with the landlord a sum of money as security for the rent, which, when the 
tenancy determines, is returned to him. Leases may or may not be in 
writing ; in general, they specify no time, and are understood to run from 
year to year. Their practical effect is to give, as in England, a permanent 
lease to the tenant. The Government land tax is paid by the owner or his 
assigns, and is never paid by the tenant. The tenant's existence, for 
purposes of taxation, is not recognized by the Government. Rent being 
paid on the summer crop only, the winter crop is the tenant's great source 
of profit, and it is this fact which makes tbe question of tenure important 
in connection with opium cultivation. As I shall presently show, opium is 
a more remunerative crop than its only possible substitutes, beans or wheat, 
^d no percentage o^ tbe opium crop being due ^o th^ landlord, its culti« 
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vation has been greatly stimulated in consequence. Of late years, how* 
ever, in the districts I have named as being in winter one vast poppy field, 
owners of land have become alive to the value to occupiers of the opium 
crop, and have stipulated for a share of it in addition to their share of the 
summer crop. Rents, in fact, where opium is in universal cultivation, 
have practically doubled. Before leaving the subject of tenure, I may add 
that in the event of non-payment of rent from causes other than deficient 
harvests, the landlord helps himself to the deposit in his hands. In bad 
years remissions are williugly made by the Government to owners of the 
land-tax, and by owners to occupiers of the rent-produce. 

3. Wheat and Opium Crops compared. — The question of the pecu* 
niary advantage of opium over wheat receives a short and somewhat 
erroneous notice from Baron Richthofen. He assumes that 30 oz. is a 
good crop of opium from a mow of land, that is, 200 oz. per acre. In this 
he is far under the mark, Mr. Baber, after one may say years of obser- 
vation, takes it to be more than double that amount. However, when 
Richthofen wrote, opium was apparently cultivated on poor land only, 
getting little attention and no manure, but now-a-days it is grown on good 
land carefully manured, and, under such conditions, it produces, as far as 
I could ascertain, an average amount only a little less than Mr. Baber*s 
estimate. It must be remembered, too, that every single part of the poppy 
plant has a market value. The capsules, after the juice has been extracted, 
are sold to druggists and made into medicine ; oil is expressed from the 
seeds, and largely used for lighting and adulterating edible oils ; the oil- 
cake left in the oil-press is good manure, as are also the leaves ; and the 
stalks are burnt for potash. Against these advantages opium is subject to 
a rent, and requires, for profitable cultivation, plenty of manure ; whereas 
wheatj where followed by a summer crop, pays little or no rent and gets in 
general no manure. Into the relative profits of opium and wheat both 
Mr. Baber and Mr. Parker have gone very carefully, and their results 
correspond, in the main, with my own observations. The following are 
Mr. Baber's figures :* — A piece of land, 100 feet square, will give 90 oz. of 
opium or 330 catties of wheat, the former worth 8*5 taels and the lattec 
worth 4*2 taels. Calculated in English money and acres, 1 acre will give 
403 oz. of opium or 1,600 lbs. of wheat, the opium being worth I53#. and 
the wheat only 75«. The out-turn of opium may be here slightly over- 
estimated, but the very best case is stated for wheat, as Mr. Baber allows 
26|- bushels to the acre and 23^. a quarter for its market price, both 
excessive estimates, in my opinion. To 1 53<9., the value of the opium, is 
to be added 20«. an acre for oil, capsules, and other poppy products, but 
this may fairly be set against the expenses of manure and extra labour 
opium cultivation requires. So that the advantage of opium over wheat, 
though not so overwhelming as I estimated it to be in my Report last year, 
is still very great, leaving abundant margin for the payment of rent. My 
own figures give an average of 350 oz. of opium per acre, but as I put the 
yield of wheat and its market price at a much lower rate than Mr. Baber, 
I obtaiu the same ratio in the value of the two crops. Opium, then, is 
twice as valuable a crop to the farmer, where he is owner, as wheats and, 
where he is occupier, the advantage will depend on his rent. In districts 
remote from market towns, or hill country, the advantage of opium over 
wheat is much greater, because the cost of carrying wheat to a market is 
higher than that of opium. 

* 1 acre » 6'66 Chinese mow. 
1»550 cash » 1 tael » 5«. 6(/. 

10 mace » 1 oonoo «- 1^ ounce avoirdupois. 
16 ounces ^ 1 catty « li lb. avoirdupois. 
100 catti^ =» 1 picul « 193 lbs. 
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4. Popj^ CulHvatkm. — ^The pofipj is vow grows ea i^ landi €i hmd, 
Intt sloptfy terraced fields* paddy and bottom lands hi the TaHeys. Smee 
1S7% when Baroa Richtbofen yistted tbe prorinee* a great cbange bas 
taken plaeo in this respect, for it appears to bare been cultirated Aen on 
Utt lands only. All the coantiy people whom I asked were agreed that 
opium is most profitably grown on good land with liberal mannrmg. In 
India it it best grown on rich soil near Tillages where manure can be easily 
obtained, and the Ssecboan cnltirator has found this out for hhns^. 
Poppy cultiTation, as practised in Ssecboan, is rery snnple. As soon as 
the summer crop is reaped the land is ploughed and cleaned^ roots and 
weeds are heaped and bnmt and the a^ws scatteied orer the ground; 
dressings of night soil are liberally giren. The seeds are sown in Decem- 
ber, in drills l| fiset apart In January, when the plants are a few indiei 
higli, the rows are thraned, and earthed up so as to leare a fre9 passage 
between each ; the plants are then left to take care of themseHes, the eaith 
roond them being occasionally stfrred up and kepi dear of weeds. In 
March or April, according to sitnatioB, the poppy blooms. In the low 
grounds the white poppy is by far the most common, but red and purple 
are also grown. As the capsules form and fill dressings of liquid manure 
are giTen. In April and May the capsules are slit and the juice extracted. 
The raw juice cTaporates into tiie crude ophm of commerce, increasing in 
mkw as it d ec re ase s in weight. 

5. IksmOom and Gopemmeni fiUerfirenet* — Government i n t erferen ce 
wMi the cnltiraUon ceased some Hhtern years ago, and long before that 
time it had been roeffM^tire and fitfol. When Ute present Ooremor- 
Genefal Ung Kung-pao assumed office in 1878 he issued one of ^ moat 
SBtraerdiaary Preckmations on the subject that have erer a p pea r e d hi 
China. Beginning by denomemg the poppy growth, and by orde ri ng tiie 
destruetieD of ^e growing crop, it went on to say that nathre opium <fid 
net bear its fair share of local burdens, and that in future a H-kin of 
3 per celt, nd nalorvmj amounting to 4*8 taels fbr 1,000 os., would 
have to be paid, instead of 3 taels as befbre. Mr. Baber very jus% 
#eMarks of this Proclamation that it was not seriously intended to pnt 
down cultivation, it was seriously intended to raise the U-km. The 
gentry of the province sent a deputation to his Eicellency, shortly affcer 
the appearance oi the document, to find whether anything was meant by H, 
and, i£ necessary, to warn the Governor-General of the danger of 
disturbing an tncbstry so beneficial to the province. No remonstrances 
en their port were required, for they were assured that the Proclamatiotts 
were in all cases accompanied by private instructions to district officials to 
Oenine their attention to the increase in B-km^ and, if possible, to prevent 
o p ium being planted along the main post roads. The K-kin was raised 
and remains at 4*8 taels for 1,000 oz., but the Proclama^on did not have, 
and probably was not meant to have, any forther effect. The cultivation 
went on increasing just as usual, along post roads as anywhere else^ and 
to-day the poppies bloom close up to the walls of some of the principal 
cities, along high roads, over hill and dale, and the cultivation, so far as 
oficials are concerned, is unfettered, free, and open to all. There is no 
system of excise, and no taxation of any kind on either producers or on the 
product in situ. Beyond the land tax, and its supplementary burdens, 
which fall etjually on all land in cultivation, and are levied on the ovmers 
thereof, opium not in transit pays nothing to the State, and the rutal 
opium-smoker smokes the untaxed product of his district. The opium 
revenue of the Government is derived from li'Jkin on opium in transit from 
one part of the province to another at the rate of 3 per cent, ad valorem, 
and from barrier dues oo opium in transit to the east amounting, in the 
aggregate, to from 30 to 40 taels a picul, Recording to route. Very 
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littk opiiUB, however, pays as much as this. At Fuehow the U^kin 
oflktals repcorted an nport eastward m 1879 of 40,000 picnls of duty-paid 
opion. It is gpreater no^, and, in all probabilHyy not less than 
1,000|000 taeb are received yearly from opium does at this city. At 
FAagto^ tiia centre of an opium country of mnch less extent than Fuchow> 
opiam U4em produced m 1880 twelve times as mnch as it did onW a fsw 
ysava ago. Fonnerly only 12^000 laeU a-year was received, but latterly 
cms 160,000 tads have been collected in a vear. There are many market 
to«iM^ too^ wheie^at periodic flura aa much as 500,000 or 600,000 taels 
of opiom ehaofea bands, and whore H-kin is leceived ; and there are other 
barrien where opium fow the east and north is mulcted, tio that, allowing 
a large margin for the expense of collection and other more qnestionable, 
•ppio pr ia t ia n s, the Ssechuan provincial eicheqncr benoits by opium to an 
esftnt Bol short of 1,500,000 taels per anqnm. 

6. SmuggMng.'^The Saochuan dues, though not excessive aa ophna 
tsxatios i^esy are a snfficiently onerous burden to make smnggling 
pfvralent and profitable. Of the amount of the contraband trade eastward 
it ifB diflcolt to make even a guess. The H-kin oflcials at Fnchow estimate 
it to be nearly as much as the duty paiil in their districta. At other plaeea 
it it supposed to be more. In my last year's Trade Report I showea bow 

smuggliag was amongst all emasea of travellers. As additional 
that, oeeaaionally, tbo very highost ottciak in the Bmpiro are not 
a liltfe ophim smuggling, I may state that whon, a year or two 
afo, tite Commander-iB-chief of one of the neighbonrinf pravincea was 
triwsftiied to a sontiiem command, hia jpersonal k^gage on passing this 
pert eonsisted oi foot larg« passenger jiwn loads of iSwchaan and Yunnan 
opium, which he sold in the east for over 300,000 taels. . He is tiM 
author of many Proclamations to his troops on the frontier on the degrading 
habit of opiutt-smoking. 

7. Transil Eastward. — Szechuan opium is not exported by the great 
highway of the Yang-tsze, and the Szechuan Yang-tsie barrier at Kweichow 
gets no revenue from it. A duty of 30 taels per picul at that barrier, 
irrespective of the amount of dues paid at stations further west, and a 
second duty of a similar amount at Ichang, are prohibitive, and send the 
opiuaa export over t}ie mountains which divide Ssechuan from Eaatam 
China. Fbar of loss by shipwreck in the rapids may also have soaoe 
efSmt in keeping opium away from the natural trade route. Be this 
aa it may, the officials at this port, anxious to divert it to the channel of 
the Yang*t8ze, and to get a share of the taxation, now offer to pass a picul 
•a 9^ cattioa, thereby reducing the duty here to o taela a pienl only, bnt I 
cannot learn that this has had any effect. It is an interesting fact, 
however, showing the freaks which fiscal authoritfes in the provmces some- 
fimea indulge m. The opium is carried along difficult mountain-paths 
frcBB Saechnan to Shashih on the backs of coolies. Each man carries 
1,M0 oa.9 receiving 7,200 cAh from Fuehow to Shashih. At the latter 
port, some 80 miles below Ichang, it is sent in regular trade channels all 
over the east and sooth. The nature of the general carrying trade to and 
from Szechuan makes this laborious transportation a very easj matter. 
The crews of un-riyer junks are double or treble in size those of down- 
river ones, vnd, besides, no wages are paW on the down-river trip. 
There ia» therefore, no hwk of mountain porters. A large number of the 
it ro egeat and most active of the trackers of junks bound to Szechuan 
feeve» aa the most necessary part of their kit, a " ya pien pei lou," or back 
cminm basket, a peculiarly shaped vessel which is strapped on the back m 
AMie fhshion Aen filled with ophim. Having completed their voyage 
to Chw^gkhig, atnj wall to Fuehow, Fdngto, or other mart, get a load of 
ophrai, and tmdire back to Hupef with ft over the mountains. At Hankow 
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Szechuan opium now figures to some extent in the export list of the 
Imperial Maritime Customs. In 1880, 927 piculs were exported to other 
Chinese Treaty ports, and last year no less than 3»891 piculs. It pays at 
Hankow an ad valorem export and coastwise duty of 7^ per cent., the 
value being taken at about 300 taels a picul. As regards the Maritime 
Customs, therefore, Indian and Sxechuan opium are about on an equal 
footing. It is worthy of note that Szechuan opium, after payment of dues in . 
Szechuan, after further dues at one or other of the Hupei barriers, after an 
export duty of 7^ per cent, ad valor em^ and after the expenses of coolie 
transport and river freight, is still able to bear fresh taxation in the east, 
and be cheap enough to supply the poorer classes who cannot afford the 
high-priced Indian drug. 

8. Price; Adulteration. — The cheapness of Szechuan opium is in 
some measure to be attributed to adulteration. Oil, glue, and other 
innocuous stuffs increase it in bulk ; abominations of various kinds add to 
its strength, and as much as 30 per cent, of these foreign matters are 
mixed in it by Szechuan producers and dealers. When pure» it is not 
inferior to any other native growth except Kansuh, which, I mav here 
state, is considered almost as good as Indian. Adulteration having 
been followed by heavy losses, an effort to be honest was made in 1881 
with considerable success. The opium crop brought to market last year, 
though the produce of an unfavourable season, is the best Szechuan opium 
that has been seen for years, because the purest. Generally speaking, 
Szechuan opium is wofth at Fuchow from 11 to 14 taels per 100 oz., 
according to the season, being dearer as it gets older. Until last year it 
was considerably cheaper than Yiinnan opium, as the following price list 
shows : — 

Price of 100 Chinese Ounces of Native Opium at Chunking in 

October. 





1878. 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 




Taels. 


Taels. 


Taels. 


TaeU. 




22 


18 to 20 


16 


15 


Szochuan 


IG 


12 to 13 


14 


19 

bat in 

December 

15tteU. 



Tlie extremely high price of Szechuan opium in October and November 
last year were caused by extensive purchases made in the east in fear of 
an immediate and large increase in taxation. This speculation h^d a 
widespread effect on the whole trade of Szeobuan, and as it was the most 
important commercial event in the west of China during the year I shall 
give some account of it when I come to treat of the effect of opium on 
inland exchange. 

9. Yiinnan Opium, — The gradual decline in the price of Yiinnan 
opium is, in my opinion, the result of its increased production. In 1875 
the Grosvenor Mission reported that fully one-third of the whole culti- 
vated area of the province was devoted to opium in winter. Writing in 
1879, Mr. Baber, in his able Report on opium, estimated that 12,500 
piculs of Yiinnan opium came into Szechuan yearly i that the 3,000,000 
inhabitants smoke about 7,000 piculs yearly, and that 5,500 piculs are 
exported in other directions than by way of Szechuan, makuig a total 
yearly yi^ld of 35,000 piculs, Recent travellers describe the province i^a 
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rapidly recoTerlng from the desolation produced by the suppression of 
the Mahommedan rebellion, and opium as being gro^n in every field as 
fast as it is brought back into cultivation. The yield for 1581 is reported 
to me as at least 40,000 piculs, and I see no reason to doubt it. Another 
reason for the cheapness of YUnnan opium in 1881 is that Shensi and 
the North -West, to which in former years a considerable quantity of 
Yiinnan opium was sent, now produce opium of singularly fine quality 
sufficient to supply nearly all local requirements. This fact is a fitting 
commentary on the statements made last year bv Tso Tsung-tang, when 
Governor-General cf the North- West, that he had uprooted the poppy 
throughout his jurisdiction. 

10. Prevalence of Opium-smoking in West. — Before giving an 
estimate of the amount of opium produced in Szechuan, 1 must refer, in 
explanation of the large figures I shall be obliged to use, to the extra- 
ordinary prevalence of the habit of opium-smoking in Western Hupei, in 
Ssechuan, and in Yiinnan. It prevails to an extent undreamt of in 
other parts of China. The Roman Catholic missionaries, who are 
stationed all over Szechuan to the number of nearly 100, and who, 
living amongst the people, have opportunities of observation denied to 
travellers, estimate that one-tenth of the whole male adult population of the 
province smoke opium. Mr. Parker, after travelling all over the thickly- 
settled parts of the province, estimates the proportion of smokers thus : — 

Per cent. 
Labourers and small farmsrs .. .. .. ..10 



Small shopkeepers 

Hawkers, soldiers • • 

Merchants, gentry 

Officials and their staffs 

Actors, prostitutes, thieves, vagabonds 



20 
30 
80 
90 
95 



I agree with Mr. Parker that the proportion of smokers varies in 
different classes according to their means and leisure, but I feel sure his 
estimate of the percentage amongst the labouring classes is much too 
low. One of the most numerous class of labourers in China is the 
coolie class, day labourers who live by picking up odd jobs, turning their 
hands to any kind of unskilled work that may be offered. Certainly more 
than half of them smoke. Of the labouring classes who are not *' coolies,'' 
as a whole this much may be said — they only have money at stated 
intervals ; and when out of a gang of forty or fifty workmen or sailors 
only four or five smoke opium, it does not mean that only 1 per cent, are 
smokers. In all probability, half of the whole gang squandered their 
wages the day they got the money, and have nothing left to buy opium 
or anything else until the job or voyage for which they have been engaged 
is fished. 

For example, of my jftnk crew on my voyage to Chungking, only four 
smoked opium regularly, but seven others, who had spent all their wages 
before we started, smoked whenever I gave them a few cash. The total 
abstinence of a British sailor at sea for months on end proves nothing ; 
it is what he will do when he has lOZ. in his pocket, and is in a street 
with fifteen public-houses, that decides his sobriety. So of workmen in 
the west of China, a large number smoke opium when they have money, 
and do the best they can when they have none. Whatever be the exact 
■percentage of the opium-smokers in Szechuan in the whole population, it 
is many times larger than in the east. 

An interesting Report, based on Returns by the Commissioners of 
Customs at the various Treaty ports, and published by order of the 
Inspector-General of Customs, tries to show that opium-smokers consti- 
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tute only twcKtliirds of 1 per aent. of tbo po^lalioa. Howovor tnift Hdt 
may be of the seabotrd proriacet (I do ttot ior m mo te e wt ^ Mt l it a Ito 
aecHfaey), it does not apply to ^ irert of Chiaa. The Ma pr ci ii— ^me 
actually gofs in a gseebuan city or riilafre it tliat erorjbody aa ii^ i c B 
opiutn, and one is nnrprised to liear on good authority that 40 per oeat. 
do not fifldoko. The percentage is hero no queation of fractions of 1 per 
cont^ but of ZO, 40, or e?en 60 per cent, of the wiiole male adali popdU- 
tion^ and thotisattds of women besides. la the etty of Cfamigliiiigt IW 
instance, where there is a population of 190,000, there are l»sl0 optMi - 
ehops. In winter, when the two rivers are crowded with .tanks, attd the 
foreshores covered with booths, the population amottntt to over §00^900, 
and Mr. Parker estimates the number of optnm<^hops thea at 12,000. At 
no one of tliese is less titan 3,000 copper cash woith of prepared o piu m 
sold a-day, or, at the smoker's price of 32 cash for I mace, 6 ••• of 
opium. This gires a daily consomption of 12,(KX) os. of opifim, or 
2,740 piculs per annum. Ichang, again, has a populatioa, ia at^di t g 
junks, of not more than S0,000, bat it has 700 opiam-shopi at Itfeit. 
The minimum daily amount sold at each of these is 2,000 caeh worth, or, 
at 48 cash for one mace, 4 oz. of opium, making a daily confomptiott f^t 
this small city of 2,600 oe., or 410 piculs per annum. In conntry haii^eia 
and villages the state of things is just as extraordinary. P^ssinp^ tloftg* 
the main street, every second house almost is an opiam-shop, and w h oe ev et 
thejpe are two or three houses grouped together one sees the ubiquitous 
opium signboard and lantern, and smells the fumes of the drug. In some 
rural districts they smear the lips of their idols with it, and burn at 
funerals paper Jac similes of pipes and opium, so that their dead may 
enjoy iu the next world the comfort and solace they loved ia this. In all 
this vast region of opium-smokers Indian opium is unknown. Only a few 
dozen piculs of it reach Chungking yearly, where it is nixed with the 
Ytinnan drug, and, under the name of *^ Canton opinm," used for presents 
or for smoking on hi^h dayv and at feaats by the ridi, 

11. Effect of Opiutn-smoknig, — As to the effect of this hahit on Ae 
people, amongst whom it is so widespread, diere Is but one opinion. 
Baron Richthofen, the most experienced traveller who ever visited 
Szechuan, after noticing the extraordinary prevalence of the habit, says: 
"In no other province except Hunan did I find the effects of ^ 
use of opium so little perceptible as in Szechnan." Mr. Coll>onte 
Baber, who knows more of the province and its people than any living 
Englishman, says : '* Nowhere in Chma are the people so well off, 
or so hardy, and nowhere do they smoke so much opiom.** To tiiese 
names of weight I add my own short experience. I fonnd the 
people of Szechnan stont, able-bodied men, better housed, clad, and 
fed, and healthier looking than the Chraese of the Loifer Yang-tsse. I 
did not see amongst them more emaciated faces and wasted forms tfian 
diseafe causes in all lands. Feople with slow wasting diseases such as 
consumption are, if they smoke opium, apt to be classed amongst Ae 
'< ruined victims " of hasty obserrerM, and amongst the cases of combined 
debility and opinm-smoking I saw, some were, by their own account, 
psetido-vxciims of this type. There were some, too, whose health was 
completely .flapped by smoking combined with other forms of sensoal 
excess. And no doubt there were others weakened by excessive smoking 
simply, for excess ra all things has its penalty. But the general heahh 
and well-being of the Szechuan community is remarkable; to liieir 
capacity fcr work and endurance of hardship, as well as to the material 
comforts of life they surround themselves with, all travellers bear enthu* 
siastic testimony. 

12. Consumption, how estimated.^' According to the oficial Report 
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elf the Inperitl Mftritime Cinitomfl aHaded to above, 3 nutde of opitun 
is Hie ** arerage *' smoker's dafly co&simiption. AlHiongli this is probably 
correet as etpressing the amount smoked by those who are moderate, that 
is, neither b^nry nor light smokers, it must be borne in mind that while 
there are hundreds of heavy smokers, there are hundreds of thousands of 
Ught, and 3 mace is Hierefore quite an erroneous average to be used as the 
indei ^her to the number of smokers a given quantity of opium will 
serve, or to the amount of opium a given number of smokers will con- 
sume. The disproportion between the numbers of heavy and of liffht 
optum-smokers is so great that such estimate must be based on an xnaex 
figure only slightly above the light smoker's daily quantum. This, hi 
Szechuan, is about 20 copper cash worth, or five-eighths of a mace. The 
average amount smoked by all grades of smokers in the province must be 
very much nearer 1 mace than 3. To make sure of my not over* 
estimating the quantity consumed, I take the average or index figure to be 
1 mace, costing 32 cash, or lid. to l-^d., as against 3j^. paid in the 
east far a similar quantity of the Indian drug. It would be impossible 
to apply this index to the proved daily consumption of the cities of Ichang 
and Chungking in order to find out the number of smokers, because the 
master, owner, and deck hands of every junk leaving these ports buy 
there large amounts of opium for consumption during the voyage. But 
in applying It to the whole ptovince, it may be depended on to give the 
minimum possible consumption. From the amount thus arrived at due 
deduction will have to be made for resmoked opium, for I must explain 
that three *< t'ao " or ^^ drawings " are often smoked from the same opium, 
and from unadulterated drug sometimes as many as five. The leavings of 
the rich smoker are mixed with the opium sold to the poor, the reftue of 
the poor is smoked by him again, and the unsmokable dregs are drunk in 
tea by labourers, sailors, and others who have not time to knock o9 work 
for a smoke. An ounce of crude opium is often worked up in this way to 
weigh If oz. of prepared, although, if unadulterated, it would only tiirn 
out seven-tenths of an ounce, or even less. 

13. Consumption, amount of. — To come to figures of consumption. 
The population of the provmce in 1812 was given at 21,000,000. Sup- 
posing it to have been very much less than that in reality, it can hardly 
now, after seventy years of a prosperity less interrupted by rebellion and 
famine than other parts of China, be less than 26,000,000. I should be 
justified indeed, so far as any information I got locally goes, in putting it 
at 85,000,000, but I deem it" the more prudent course to take a low esti- 
mate. Of these, 13,000,000 would be males, and, roughly speaking, 
6,500,000 male adults. I take as the minimum number of opium-smokers 
30 per cent, of the male adults, 1,950,000; women and youths, 250,000; 
in all, 2,200,000 smokers of 1 mace per day. The total amount of opium 
smoked in Szechuan is therefore not less than 50,000 piculs of the pre- 
pared drug. With a low estimate of the population, a very low percentage 
of male »dult smokers, with a small av^age allowance for each smoker 
daily n($t beyond the means of the poorest, 1 feel sure I have arrived at the 
minimum consumption of the province. It may be very much more— it 
likely is; but it cannot be less. To produce this quantity of prepared 
opium, 71,000 piculs of crude opium at least wuuld be required; but the 
Szechuan drug is, as I have said, so adulterated with rubbish and opium 
already smok^, that these 50,000 piculs of prepared opium are probably 
made from as little as 60,000 piculs of crude. With the exception of 
some 5,000 piculs of Yiinnan opium, smoked for the most part in districts 
west of Chungkins:, and a few piculs of Indian and Kansuh opium, the 
whole of this is grown locally. Baron Richthofen, following a similar line 
of inquiry in 1870, obtains the same result. In his calculation, however, 
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there are two erroneous postulates ; one^ that an ounce of crude opium 
gtres an ounce of prepared, and the other that smokers pay for prepared 
opium at the same rate as dealers buy crude. The effect of the first is to 
make his result too small, of the second too large, so the two sources of 
error probably neutralize each other. 

14. Exports amount of. — The amount of opium exported from Sze- 
chuan is increasing yearly. Mr. Baber, writing in 1879, estimates it at 
.180,000 piculs. The li-lkn officials at Foochow gave the export from 
that section of the province in 1878 to the east as 70,000 piculs, of which 
40>000 piculs vere declared and dues paid thereon. The export to Shensl 
across the Ta Pa Shan was about one-fourth of this, and in other direc- 
tions and from other parts of the province 43,000 piculs were sent out. 
Of this total export, 7,000 piculs was Yiinnan opium re-exported, and 
123,000 piculs locally grown. What the figures are now I cannot say. I 
believe the eastern export to be much larger than when Mr. Baber wrote, 
80 large indeed last year, as I shall presently show, that its financing 
proved to be beyond the capabilities of the currency of the country, and 
brought collapse and disaster on Szechuan trade generally. The export to 
Shensi and Shansi has fallen off to some extent. I have not, however, 
such definite and precise information as would warrant any great alteration 
of Mr. Baber*s figures, which, as giving the export of five years ago, may 
be taken to be as accurate as the nature of the subject will admit. As he 
himself says, they are not based on bald answers to leading questions, but 
on careful deductions from observations and inquiries lasting for months, 
or on information voluntarily tendered by merchants and officials, and sub- 
stantiated by collateral evidence. Even .allowing for the falling<K>ff in the 
export to the north and north-east, the total export from Bzechuan can 
hardly be less now than it was in 1878. In all probability it is very much 
greater. 

15. Total Production.^^The production of opium in Szechuan in 
recent years may with confidence be regarded as at least 177,000 piculs 
per annum, of which 54,000 piculs is consumed locally and 123,000 piculs 
sent to other provinces of China. Reckoning 50 oz. ;is the average pro- 
duct of a Chinese mow of land, or 333 oz. an acre, an estimate which 
cannot be considered high, since 896 English ounces (675 oz. Chinese) 
were gathered from an acre of poppies in Scotland in 1830, this produce is 
the winter harvest of 850,000 acres, and, continuing the method of calcu- 
lations of the minimum, it represents a money value in Szechuan of 
34,000,000 taels. Taking the above figures for Szechuan, and allowing 
to Yiinnan the small increase of 10,000 piculs since 1878, instead of 
15,000 piculs as reported to me, the total production of Szechuan and 
South-west China is : — 

. Piculs, 

Szechuan consumption of local opium . • . . . , 54,000 

Szechuan export, less Yiinnan re-export . . . . , 123,000 

Yiinnan production (consumption and export) . . . . 35,000 

Kweichow production, reported to me as . . . . . 10,000 

South-west Hupei, Ichang Fu, and Shihnan Fu . . . . 2,000 

Total .. .. .. .. .. 224,000 

Or 2} times the whole Indian import into China. 

1 have taken the production of South west Hupei at the very small 
figure of 2,000 piculs, because last year, owing to drought at seed time and 
rains in spring, the crop was a shoit one. The opium of the Ichang 
Prefecture, grown in the Patung district, has a high reputation, anJ is 
superior even to Yiinnan growth. 

16. Effect of Opium on Exchange and Trade. — As I have already 
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■tatedy the financing of this great export eastward/ which in 1878 was of a 
▼alae of 1 4,000,000 taels, and was last year much greater, involved the 
general trade of the province towards the close of 1881 in difficulties, 
llie flow of huUion in this part of China is from west to east, and no silver 
comes to Szechuan from the east. Exports 'from Szechuan of local 
produce, where not negotiated against imports, are paid for by means of 
bills of exchange, payable at sight, drawn by Hankow and Shashih hougs 
on their agents in Chungking or on the banks of that city, where the trade 
of the province financially centres. This latter is the case especially with 
opium, which has to be purchased at cities like Foochow and Fengtu> 
where little or no import trade exists. Intending purchasers of opium in 
the east buy these bills and send them to their agents the payees in 
Chungking. There the bills are cashed and the silver sent to the opium 
markets. Exchanged for opium, it passes to the opium cultivators and 
dealers throughout a wide district, whose trade with Chungking is small 
and whose river or overland communications with Chungking are difficult. 
The silver eventually finds its way back to that centre, but it is a matter 
of time. The uncertaiuty and danger of this arrangement to a financial 
centre like Chungking, where there exists a highly organized system of 
exchange with all parts of China, is apparent. Until a year or two ago the 
currency available for trade purposes was ample for ordinary requirements, 
and even with a steady drain for eight or nine months of the year to the 
opium districts no great inconvenience was felt. The present Governor- 
General of the province, however, shortly after he came into office, insti- 
tuted a new system of collecting the salt revenue, and when, in 1 880, his 
reforms and new regulations came into full operation, their effect was to 
withdraw from circulation and keep locked up in the. Provincial Treasury 
a sum exceeding 5,000,000 taels. For nearly the whole of this sum 
Chungking was drawn upon, but the extent to which the available currency 
had been contracted was not discovered until the opium of the 1881 crop 
came to market, and the usual drain to Foochow and other marts set in. 
In the meantime a memorial by his Excellency Tso Tsung-tang to the 
Emperor, recommending a large increase in the taxation on both foreig[n 
and native opium, was published hi Shanghae, and at once attracted the 
attention of opium-dealers in the east. The memorialist was reputed to 
have, and at that time probably had, the highest influence with the Central 
Government ; and in expectation that the proposed large increase in the 
H-kin on native opium was certain to be inflicted, whatever happened to 
the duties on the foreign drug, a rush was made to buy Szechuan opium 
for the anticipated rise. When I arrived at Chungking in November the 
speculation was at its height. Opium had risen from 13 to 19 taels per 
100 oz. ; the banks had been drawn upon in October and November for 
over 5,000,000 taels, and had advices of further drafts to be met in 
December of 1,200,000 taels, all for the purchase of the drug. A silver 
famme had set in in the commercial metropolis of Szechuan, with a 
plethora of it in the opium districts nnavailable. Apart from the incon- 
venience to myself in that I found it impossible to negotiate bills for my 
own fiiniiS, the situation was a very interesting one. It evolved itself 
thus :-— The first effect was to drive the weaker merchants and bankers to 
the wall, some half-dozen of whom closed their doors with heavy liabilities, 
including 600,000 taels drafts due. So far no great harm was done, as 
the dishonoured paper was promptly referred to the drawers, and most of 
the money recovered no doubt by the original purchasers of the bills. The 
second effect was th^ undue appreciation of silver, that is, the undue 
depreciation of everything for which silver is exchanged in Chuogking, 
foreign goods and native produce alike, and, in shor^ the derangement of 
trade for a time. Great losses were incurred by all except the few holders 
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of «iher, Hp9tMj by Seders m piece gcw di. At eeon n tltf Welci ke4 
time to comiiunricete wtth their emAefn Ageute, aA4 te protect fneflMst^ 
kfj ntstnir die exchtii^ at S^issliih eiul Ha^ow on CbcmmifOit, IMr 
speeial di fl ic ni i ice were oirer. Bst merchcirts tsieroi, and when I left ta 
litnurj they were loc4tfig forward to tH« fntore with a ppw i ie o^ioB. The 
liabiiity of the lar||;e opkn deaicBd to ioetoatioM, whieh, hi the alMrtiee 
of teleg^ph, it ts ^NByond t)»e powers of thm Chongictog baohi to fauge tlw 
extent of or to control, and the difficolties attendant on an nndnty lejtikl oi 
cQvrency, will, they think, pnt trade in a conttaM poaition of nnalable 
eqnitihritrai in future, and make ordinary profit caleolattona and fore- 
casts impossible. Hiese fears appear to he jnHi€ahle. Aldi#n^ dM 
hoarse of exchange and ^e flow of the currency may he expeeled ta 
readjust diemsdres to whaterer new ccmditioas the hicrease in Hm o^nm 
export and the woiidng of the arit regnlatiOBs impose on Saeehuan trade* 
the diifienHies of oommnnicalion, and the lac4 of ready transport, not only 
b e t ween east and west but between diffM«nt parts of flaechnan, wW loaie 
the readj nsimeut a slow process, and one at best irapei'fect* Untn twe 
flKHttiea for the interchange of products are lorried up to the highly- 
developed system of evohange banking. ti>e principal eHfiect of the greil 
opium export must remain wkat it i8*-4o take money from where It it 
uaeM and lock it up for a time where it is useless for trade purposes, ofti 
tlie profits which the opium districts make will ran a risk of being wmde aft 
the expense of the general trade of the p iofin oe . In other words, befiMv 
Sieehuan can experience an increase of weahh and of porchaaing pow er 
fcdiy commensurate with the ralue of the opium she now exports, Clmg- 
king will hare to be connected by telegraph with tiie east, and steil i iert 
must ply, if not from IcUang to Chungking, at least riong the great waters 
of 8secJnian. 

/Ii#«in^.— The main factri regarding native opiuta in the west tre^ in 
anm, these?— 

i. Szediuan produces yearly not less than 1 77,000 picola of opium; 
South-west China, including Saeehnan, not less ^an S24,U00 piouls. Tkb 
exact figures cannot be ascertained, but they are prol>abiy higher* The 
Kmit ofprofitable production is infinitely far off. 

8. The cultivation in Szechuan and Yiionan is not int e rfered with, 
discouraged, or taxed by Government. It is free and open to all. It has 
for years been, and is now, afected only by natural oauaea, the law of 
demand and supply, calculations of profit and loss, and conditious of soil 
and weather. 

3. No Indiap opium is constimed in all this region, although optom- 
smoking, it may without exaggeration be said, is a universal practice, id 
addition to sopplytng its own wants, Szechuan exports enormous quantities 
to tlie east, where it is soKdced by the poorer classes. 

4. The payment of this export at present tends to derange tlie 
currency of the province and lo hamper trade, a state of things whMi can 
only be transitional. Improved communications and transport would soon 
remedy this. 

5. Opium in transit aURords a valuable revenue to the Government ; to 
the Sfeechuan provincial exchequer a net sum of not less than 1,560,000 
tacls; to the Hankow Maritime Customs reremie, a yearly increasing 
export duty ; to ^ exchequers of the other provinces it passes through or 
is smoked in, dues varjing from 10 to 25 taels. 

6. ^i Nowhere in China are the people so well off, and nowhere 4o 
they smoke so much opium." Thus, writing of Stechuan, Baber, 
Hichtbcfen, BUI^iston, Gill, and all travellers ; thus, experience generally. 

Although these fiacts speak for themselves, I may be allowed to add 
one or two obvious i nfe fe nc e s . Were Indian opium the fhtri poison and 
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scourge in the east it is sometimes asserted to be, one ouglit to find in the 
west, where ten-fold more opium is smoked, a debased, debilitated, and 
impoverished population. On the contrary, it is notorious that the reverse 
is the case, and that the people, both in body and estataf ••• Maongst the 
most prosperous ia China. Unless it can be proved tbM i»ttan opium 
contains some noxious principle which does not exist in the Ssechuaii 4n48* 
the hypothesis of the fatal poison is open to the gravest doubt* So far as 
my own experienee goes. I have teen on a Saturday Mht in tbeatraels of a 
' large town in £iaglaad more vice-born misery than f did in ima moalfaB 
in the greatest opium-imoking provinee of this Empira. The mfdkmj 
Chineae opium-smoker is no more a ''victim " to opiun than a wrvvjr is a 
-f* victim " to his daily quart ; and such puri of the general ftow of Ufifaihjf 
in England for misery in foreign lands as is given te him migiit weU bt 
retained at home ibr a worthier otjeet. Again, if it be remeaiiered that H 
great extent of the Province of Ssechaaa is under epium eiikieatioa» that 
the indastry is now a livelihood to eonntl^M fiimilies, tlmt ils prodsuA 10 
deemed by millions to be essential to their daily happiaaii# itkt diffifwHy 
of puttiug'down cultivation by force is apfiarent The right of thm pea|ple 
to f row and to smoke opium has been for yews uaqdestiaeed by tlwif 
officials ; to compel them to surrrader the right now would be lo jpravaJH 
a rebellion. Even if the Government were wiHing to ineor this imIi, aai 
determined, co^ie qu$ coite^ to be rid of opium, which it would be at 
present nonsensical to affirm, success would require a vigorous Executive, 
free from venality and opium-smoking, having under its orders armies of 
constables equally free from these faults. But China has no juch 
Executive, and no such armies. Of the local official class, their attendants, 
hangers-on, and constables, it may truly be said that if there Is one qualitjr 
more conspicuous than their venality it is then* love of opiom-Bmokiag. 
Even were the prospects of a bond jUe effort not a chimera, its suc<iess 
would be impossible. 

What, under the crrcumstanees, would be the practical effect df Ae 
rigorous prohibition of opium cultivation in India, and the attempted 
exctnsiou by China of foreign opium, it is easy to see. Its effect on op&m- 
smokiDg in Yflnnaii, Kweichow, Siechuan, Kansuh, Shensl, and Western 
Hopei, where Indian and foreign opium are almost unknown, would b^ nS, 
Amongst the pcor in the east, who now use the native drug, its effect 
would be equally m/. Many who now use Indian opiodi would take t6 
native, and one effect would be to give a great stimulus to production in 
the west. But the well-to-do smokers in Uie east and seaboard provinoea^ 
amongst whom I include all the average smokers who spend lOd. a-dMr on 
Indian opium, would everywhere seek for high-classed smuggled o[nttm. 
Smuggling would be organised all along the coast ; Chinese desperadoi^ 
would find willing associates in running foreign opium into the country lii 
European and American adventurers; the Maritime Customs Service 
would have to become an armed force ; quiet seaports would be turned 
into helis of disorder, and international relations between China and 
foreign Powers be embittered to an intolerable degree. The opium which 
could not be grown in India would come in part from Turkey and Persia ; 
new fields for its growth would be opened up hi Motambiqne and similar 
latitudes in Africa ; and the profits of the trade, mstead of passing, as they 
do now, to the support of our beneficent rule and civilisation in India, 
would become the incentive to. and the reward of, lawlessness, disorder, 
and crime. 

Traksit Trade. 

The following Table shows the value of the goods and produce ca^ed 
tinder transit pass in 1-881 as compared with ^e previous yttt : — 
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Inward transit • 
Outward transit 




There was a considerable increase in the number of passes issued ; 
1,681 in 1881, against 1,178 in 1880. No passes were taken out by 
Chinese merchants for inward cargo, although their right to do so is 
acknowledged by the local officials, and understood by the merchants 
themseWes. Applications for inward passes are made in the name of a 
foreign Hankow firm, and outward passes are issued to Hankow firms at 
Hankow. In October last I had an opportunity of bringing to the notice 
of the Superintendent of Customs at Kweichow the excessive rigour with 
which the goods of British merchants under transit pass, especially ttn-tined 
cases of woollens, were examined. He agreed to limit the opening and 
examination of such goods in future to one case in ten, provided the goods 
belonged to merchants who were not in the habit of attempting Frauds at 
the barrier, and provided the marks and numbers of ench case were 
undefaced and in agreement with the transit pass, 

Gbnbral. 

I have little to add to my notes of last year regarding up-rirer naviga- 
tion to Chungking. I have passed the rapids both at the height of summer 
flood, and at dead low water, but trips in a native boat by an unskilled 
and unscientific observer can add little to the elucidation of the problem 
of their passage by steamers. I am of opinion that they would, during 
the summer floods, be no obstacle to a steamer whatever, but during the 
rest of the vear any attempt to steam from Ichang to Kweichow will be 
attended with risk until an accurate survey of the river -at two or three 
diflerents seasons is made. From Kweichow upwards there would be no 
difficulty. Both on the great river and its tributaries there are hundreds 
of miles of water-way navigable by light-draught steamers, and even in 
the event of the rapids being found too dangerous for steamer traffic, the 
question of the throwing open the Szechuan waters ought not to be lost 
sight sight of. The advantage of this to foreign trade, and especially to 
the province itself, would be very great. 

No foreign merchants have as yet established themselves at Ichang, 
and except as steamer storage, and forwarding agents, there is no field for 
any. Foreign goods for the interior of China are now-a-days purchased 
at Shanghae, by the local Chinese merchants of the different inland cities. 
Shanghae, offering the double advantage of a large market to choose from, 
and a centre of gaiety and pleasure without a rival in the Empire, has 
absorbed the import markets on the lower Yang*t8ze. Where Hankow 
even has failed, Ichang and Chungking are not likely to succeed. 

The foreign community at Ichang consists of the staff of the Imperial 
Maritime Customs, three missionaries and their families, and myself. 
The summer of last year was hot and trying, and as we are all miserably 
lodged in Chinese houses, we were constantly ill. We can keep water out 
of our houses, but not dysentery and fever. The lonely life of a Consular 
officer in such a port as Ichang would be much more tolerable were he 
housed in a foreign-built house lifted a few feet from the level of the 
ground. I have been informed that what was good enough for my 
predecessor is good enough for me, but the contemplation of l^is fact, be 
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it never so true and cogent, doei^not lift me above the influence of 
malaria. 

I have to express my indebtedness to Mr. F. A. Morgan » Commis- 
sioner of Customs at this port, for the Tables iappended to this Report* 

(Signed) WM. DONALD SPENCE, 

• AcHng ContuL 

Ichang, April I, !88?. 
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(No. 4.)— Imports of Foreign Goods into Ichang during the Year 1881. 



Description of Goods. 


Quantity. 


Value. 








Taels. 


Opium, Patna • • 


Piculs 


2 40 


912 


Cotton goods — 








Shirtings, grey 


Pieces 


143,160 


257,688 


„ white .. 


»• 


4,710 


9.420 


„ dyed 


» 


220 


660 


figured and brocaded . 


„ 


1,120 


3.896 


THsloths 


»» 


26,914 


38,248 


Drills, English 


tt 


30,485 


60,129 


„ American 


»$ 


2,145 


4,290 


Jeans, English 


1* 


1.080 


2.160 


Sheetings, English .. 


»f 


1,830 


8,840 


„ American. . 


»• 


4.970 


10.960 


Chintses .. .. 


r> 


6,818 


13,036 


Taffachelas . 


tt 


1,100 


1,720 


Cambrics .. 


f» 


520 


780 


Damasks, dyed 


M 


1,010 


4,040 


Turkey-red cloth 


»» 


1,400 


3,120 


Velvets .. 


»t 


384 


2,338 


VeWeetens • 


fl 


1,044 


9,396 


Handkerchiefs 


Dozens 


3,220 


805 


Yam 


Piculs 


12 00 


360 


Woollen goods — 








Bbinketo .. 


Pairs 


25 


94 


Camlets, English • . 


Pieces 


5.940 


77,220 


Lastings .. 


» 


7,630 


68.670 


Long ells . .' 


t> 


5,800 


41,500 


Lustres and figured Orleans . . 


»» 


5,037 


19.064 


Spanish stripes 


»» 


678 


10,170 


Broad cloth 


tf 


133 


3,722 


Russian cloth 


»> 


1.800 


54.000 


Metals- 








Iron wire . . 


Piculs 


108 00 


728 


QuicksUfer 


t» 


287 81 


14,457 


Sundries — 








Aniseed, star 


, 


40 70 


618 


Betel-nuts . 


II 


48 50 


250 


Bicho-de-mar 


tf 


367 47 


21,148 


Birds' nests, 2nd quality 


** 


88 


1,823 


3rd „ 


ft 


1 75 


1,372 


Brass buttons ' .. 


Gross 


6,549 


8.624 


„ foil .. 


Piculs 


56 39 


1,223 


„ ware . 


r> 


15 09 


352 


Cardamoms, superior 


»t 


25 77 


1,432 


„ inferior. . 


n 


136 80 


3,423 


Cassia lignea 




309 34 


2,477 


buds .. 


tt 


19 65 


171 


„ twigs •• •• 


»• 


18 81 


280 


Clocks and watches • . 


Pieces 


425 


663 


Cloves 


Piculs 


35 87 


1,116 


„ mother of 


at 


5 32 


113 


CutUe-fish.. 


f* 


625 73 


9,382 


Camphor • • 


t» 


29 10 


2,900 


Dyes and colours . . • • 


Bottles 


93,074 


33,172 


Fans 


Pieces 


20,300 


280 


Fish-maws • .. •• 


Piculs 


144 84 


5,148 


Ginseng .. 


» 


51 07 


11,781 


Glass ware. . 


J 


, 


70 87 


1.349 


Gold thread, imitation 




ft 


3 43 


551 


Horns, rhinoceros' . . 


i 


tt 


40 


320 


Isinglass .. 




t* 


429 51 


11,590 


Lamps, kerosine 


Pieces 


8,916 


1,025 


„ opium rr 


i 


t 


U,562 


1,550 
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Description of Goodi. 


Quantity. 


Value. 








Tads. 


Sundries, continued — 








Lnngngans, dried • • . 


Piculs 


40 50 


200 


„ pulp 


*t 


15 40 


296 


Mats 


Pieces 


24,266 


728 


Medicines .. .. •, 


Piculs 


28 20 


243 


Nutmegs . . • . 


t> 


4 10 


286 


Ornaments . •• 


Pieces 


27,600 


117 


Paper, 1st quality .. 


Piculs 


57 21 


1,058 


Peel, orange 


f* 


237 53 


2,623 


Pepper, black 


»9 


403 73 


2,101 


Prawns, dried 


t> 


254 43 


4,483 


Putchuck .. 


»» 


35 01 


524 


Rattans, spUt 


f» 


88 09 


964 


Rouge .. ... •• 


tf 


10 68 


334 


Sandd-wood . • . , 


*» 


25 00 


200 


Sapan-wood 


»» 


152 40 


737 


Seaweed •• 


»» 


2,863 33 


11,779 


Silk and cotton mixture • . 


>» 


12 74 


1,684 


„ piece-goods 


»> 


7 35 


4,058 


Sharks* fins, white .. 


U 


64 89. 


5,193 - 


Silk ribbon. 


ft 


56 


260 


Tin-foU 


»» 


39 46 


1,114 


Tin-plate ware 


»f 


49 77 


507 


Umbrellas.. 


Pieces 


1,104 ' 


1,656 


Wood ware. 


Piculs 


18 12 


253 


Sundries, unennmerated 


Value 


• • .. 


2,528 


Total 


885,482 



(Signed) WM. DONALD SPENCE, 

Acting- CofuvL 
British Consulate^ Ichang, April 1» 1882. 



(Ko. 5.)— Imports of Native Produce into Icbang during the Year 1881. 



Description of Produce. 


Quantity. 


Value. 








Taels. 


. Bicho-de-mar, black .. 


Piculs 


19 00 


1,140 


Brass buttons 


tt 


22 50 


1,677 


„ foil .. 


>» 


6 65 


206 


„ ware .. 


t» 


6 55 


222 


Cotton, raw . . 


ff 


8,439 87 


113,573 


Cuttle-fish .. 


tt 


404 94 


5,460 


China-root .. 


»t 


162 03 


1,620 


Fans, paper . . 


Pieces 


25,020 


2,070 


„ palm.leaf, trimmed 


ft 


1,634 


48 


„ fancy and silk . . 


>9 


1,793 


303 


Glassware .. 


Piculs 


27 69 


548 


Gold thread, imitation . . 


tf 


10 31 


1,795 


Joss-sticks .. 


»f 


36 75 


370 


Jadestone ware 


Pieces 


374 


538 


Lamps, opium • • . • 


*f 


9,151 


1,551 


Lungngans, dried 


Piculs 


54 00 


810 


pulp 


t9 


7 64 


75 


Medicines .. 


9f 


177 97 


1,514 


Mirrors and glasses • . 


Pieces 


8,005 


577 


Omamenta .. 


ff 


194,845 


660 


Paper, 1st quality 


Piculs 


42 76 


487 


. M 2nd „ 


w 


12 60 


75 



[6781 
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Description of Produce. 


Quantity. 


Value. 








Taels. 


Pearls, false .. 


Piculs 


9 22 


802 


Sea-blubber ,, 


>» 


415 55 


1,478 


Silk piece-goods •• 


*> 


1 50 


800 


„ ribbons .. 


»f 


9 88 


4.940 


Spectacles 


Pairs 


23,169 


1,012 


Silk and cotton mixtures 


Piculs 


52 


150 


Sundries^ unenumerated 


Value 


• • • . 


5,227 


Totel 


149,728 



(Signed) WM. DONALD SPENCE. 

Acting Consul. 
BrUish Consulate, Ichang, April 1, 1882. 



(No, 6.)-:-Nativk Produce exported from Ichang during the Year 1881. 



Description of Produce. 



Silk- 
Yellow Szechuan 

White „ 

Refuse „ 

Cocoons . . 

Piece-goods . 
Sundries — 

China-root . 

Coal 

Copper ore . 

Fungus • • 

Hemp .. 

Leather • • 

Medicines .. 

Musk 

Nutgalls . . 

Rhubarb . . 

Saiflower . . 

Tallow, vegetable 

Tigers' bones 

Tea, black . . 

Wax, white 
„ yellow 

Sundries^ unenumerated 

Total 



Quantity. 



Piculs 



Value 



800 03 
27 91 

615 60 
69 06 

23 

73 16 

45,461 00 

64 70 

894 79 

1,827 95 

480 73 

12,517 09 

1 87i 
264 19 
812 99 
457 61 

48 40 

75 00 

50 15 

965 44 

3 80 



Value. 



Tads. 

169,028 

6,075 

24,269 

2,197 

23 

522 

11.819 

2,050 

10,471 

12,494 

5,631 

131,912 

11,060 

1,766 

16,642 

25,658 

240 

2,090 

1,246 

51,933 

80 

590 



487,795 



(Signed) WM. DONALD SPENCE, 

Acting Consul 
British Consulate, Ichang, April 1, 1882. 
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KIUKIANG. 

f 

Report on the Trade ofKiukiangfor the Year 1881. 

Appended to this Report are the following Returns, which have been 
furnished to me through the courtesy of the Commissioner of Customs :— => 

1. Return of British and Foreign Shipping. 

2. Eetum of Foreign Imports. 

3. Return of Native Imports. 

4. Return of Exports of Native Produce. 

5. Comparative Table of Imports for the past five years. 

6. Comparative Table of Exports for the past five years. 

The trade of this port during 1881 shows a slight falling-off as com- 
pared with the previous year, the totals being 12,130,000 taels, against 
12,741,000 ^taels in 1880, being a decrease of 610,000 Uels. An 
examination of the accompanying Tables shows this falling-ofiP to be spread 
over the trade generally. Opium shows a decrease of 120,000 taels, 
cottons of 50,000 taels, and native imports of 230^000 taels. Tea showd 
an apparent decrease of 210,000 taels, but in reality the export of this 
article exceeded that of 1880 by some 13,000 piculs. The quality, 
however, was much below that of the previous year, and the prices paid 
to the Chinese dealers were proportionately less. The values which the 
Customs enter in their Returns are those furnished by the exporters, and 
according to these the aveirage cost a-picul (of 1334 lbs.) was last year 
26*5 taels, against 28*7 taels in the previous year. The average value df 
the Haikwan tael here last year was about 5^. 8c?., but ad this value 
fluctuates so much it is better for purposes of comparison to quote only in 
silver currency, which I shall do throughout. 

Imports call for little special notice. Taking the three principal 
articles of British origin, cottons, woollens, and metals, the figures, as com- 
pared with the two previous years, are as follows :— 



Cottons 
Cotton yam 
WoollenB . 
Metals • 



Pieces 
Piculs 
Pieces 
Piqols 



1879. 



307,000 

1,983 

36,095 

23,038 



1880. 



408,000 

2,369 

32,912 

21,942 



1881. 



385,000 

3,234 

34,906 

26,090 



The slight fluctuations here indicated are due to local and temporary 
causes which it is needless to point out. The importation of cotton yam, 
though small, has been steadily growing year by year, and will doubtless 
increase. It is used for warp in the native looms. The fibre of foreigii 
cotton is longer than native, and this^ coupied with superior skill in 
■ manipulation^ produces stronger yarn than any that can be locally 
manufactured. 

There is a small increase in metals, but this it«m shows no great 
elasticity. It is made up principally, of lead and tin for the linings oif tea 
boxes, with a little nail-rod iron for the fine kinds of native work. 

Tlie import of produce of native origin shows a considerable decrease 
as compared with last year, but this is accounted for by the one item of raw 
[573] B 2 
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cotton^ which last year was brought here to an unprecedented extent 
consequent on the failure of the crop in the interior of the province, and 
which this year has fallen to more nearly its normal proportions. Other- 
wise there is a slij^ht increase, but this category has remained surprisingly 
constant over a number of years, thereby indicating that there has been 
very little increase in the wealth of the mass of the population. Such 
items as sugar, seaweed, sandal- wood, cuttle-fish, &c., which are luxuries to 
the ordinary agriculturist, and which he would buy willingly if he could 
afford them, exhibit year after year nearly the same figures. Raw cotton is 
different, that is a necessity for making wadded clothes, and if the province 
does not grow it, it mast be imported. 

Transit Trade, 

It is satisfactory to note that the quantity of foreigrn goods sent into 
the interior under' Treaty transit pass is greater this year than in any 
previous year. This business, like the rest of the import trade, is entirely 
in the hands of Chinese merchants, who are now permitted to avail 
themselves of this privilege when the merchandise is undoubtedly of foreign 
origin. The figures for the past ^ve years are as follows :—- 

lo77 •• •« •• •• •• •• o«o,4"u 

lo7o •• •• «• *• •• •• O04|du9 

1879 •• •• •• .. •• .. 84M47 

1880 .. •• .. .. •• .. 879,191 . 

1881 .. .. .. 934,443 

Had this branch of trade not been so strenuously opposed by the 
officials of this province in former years, as has been shown in previous 
Reports from this Consulate, the import of foreign goods might have been 
considerably larger at the present moment. For a long time transit passes 
were contemptuously ignored at the It-kin barriers, and even when those in 
charge were forced to recognise them, they often took advantage of slight 
discrepancies of weight or in marks and numbers to detain and seise the 
whole consignment. Even yet it is curious to notice that articles in bulk, 
like sugar and seaweed, which are apt to gain or lose in weight through 
climatic changes, are scarcely ever sent through the Kiangsi barriers, though 
forwarded in considerable quantities to the neighbouring Province of 
Anhui ; the reason being that dealers are afraid to run the risk of con- 
fiscation through accident or other causes over which they have no control, 
and prefer the more expensive but safer course of paying the transit dutiea 
as they go. 

Opium. 

As above stated, opium shows a decrease of over 200 chests as com- 
pared with last year* The demand has been remarkably constant for a 
great number of years, and shows no tendency to increase, the average 
being about 2,000 chests. The amount of native-grown opium brought 
here for sale seems increasing. I learn from one of the principal dealers 
that about 30 chests of native are now sold for every 70 of foreigpi. It 
comes from Ssechuan by way of Hankow. The selling price is about half 
that of Indian opium. A sudden demand for Persian opium set in four 
years ago, but it has not been kept up. The figures have declined 
from 201 in 1879 to 175 in 1880, and 96 last year. This province so far 
continues clear of poppy cultivation, with the exception of one district in 
the extreme south, and even there it is not, so far as I can learn, of any 
great extent. 
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Exports. 

7Va.— 'Long-continued wet weather during* the tea-picking period 
spoiled much of the leaf, and the quality was found to he considerably 
under the average of former years. The total export shows an increase* 
however, being, in fact, the largest on record from this port. As in 
former years, only a small proportion was settled for on the spot, the 
great bulk being sent for sale on the Hankow or Shanghae markets. The 
transactions for the year have been, on the whole, fairly satisfactory to the 
foreign merchant. 

Skipping^ as before, remains, for the most part, in the hands of three 
Companies, two British and one Chinese, the total of British tonnage 
being nearly the same as last year. The Chinese line get, it must be 
admitted, the lion*s share of the freights from this port, at least. Last 
year, with 36 per cent of tonnage, they carried 48 per cent, of the cargoes* 
This year they are not quite so fortunate : with 38 per cent, of tonnage, 
they got 46 per cent, of freights. This, however, as it does not include 
the passenger traffic, does not represent the respective earnings. Both 
the British lines are largely patronized by the thousands of natives that 
travel up and down the Yang-tsze. This large and important branch of 
traffic is still in its infancy, and is capable of almost unlimited develop- 
ment. 

General Remarks. 

Population and Industries >'^'SR\ieii this port was first opened after 
the Tien-tsin Treaty, great expectations were formed of its future career. 
It was seen to be geographically situated as a distributing centre for a 
large area, and it was known to be the natural outlet for a great deal of 
the finest teas that China produces. A number of British merchants 
established themselves here at great expense, and for a few years good 
profits were made. But little by little they began to drop off, trade passed 
into the hands of Chinese dealers, where it is now, as far as imports are 
concerned, entirely concentrated. This change, which was not peculiar to 
Kiukiang, and which was inevitable sooner or later, was perhaps not so 
much to be regpretted, inasmuch as it was brought about by the fact that 
native merchants could afford to do business on more favourable terms for 
the consumer. But the surprising thing is that, in spite of the lowering 
of prices which the competition between the foreigner and native thus 
produced, the demand should have continued so small. In order to illus- 
trate this» I give in a tabular form the imports since 1866, distinsuishing 
opium and cotton goods, and classing in separate columns the other, 
foreign imports and native imports. 1 give both the quantity and value 
of cotton goods, because the price has fallen so much that values alone 
would not give a fair idea. In 1866 the average price arpiece was about 
3 taels; in 1880 it was less thap 2 taels, 
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Table I. — Imports since 1866. 
Distinguishing Opium and Cotton Goods. 





Optom. 


Cotton. 


Other 






Tw. 










foreiga 


Natire 
Imports. 


Total ValoA. 














Ooaotity. 


Value. 


aminUty. 


Value. 


Iro))orti. 








Picals. 


Tuels. 


Piccet. 


ThcIs. 


Twels. 


T-iei*. 


Taela. 


1866 


2.416 


1,444,000 


114.000 


S48,(XK) 


1,138,000 


I,li3,f00 


4,063.000 


1867 


2.202 


1,276,000 


195,000 


470,000 


8^55.000 


866,000 


8.502,000 


1868 


1,923 


1,012,000 


876,000 


842.000 


1,015,000 


50 (,000 


8.468.000 


186» 


1,»05 


1,018.000 


275.000 


629,000 


987.000 


601,000 


8,136.000 


1870 


2,110 


1,088.000 


300.0(0 


6S5.000 


1,121.000 


452.000 


8.296,000 


1871 


2,06S 


l,043/)00 


849.000 


696.000 


R3i,000 


368 000 


2,930,000 


1873 


i,m 


914,000 


862,000 


724.000 


1,056,000 


463,000 


8,187.000 


1873 


2.884 


1,174,000 


894,000 


731,000 


1,006.000 


612,000 


8.523.000 


1874 


8.005 


1,260.000 


431.000 


876,000 


1,207,000 


689,000 


8.933.000 


1875 


2,246 


l,a33.000 


89:?.000 


677.000 


1,W8.000 


781.000 


3,539.000 


1876 


2,043 


950.000 


452,000 


791.000 


9aj,ooo 


692,000 


8,416,000 


1877 


1852 


875,000 


840.000 


692,000 


1,038,000 


498,010 


8.0')3,000 


f 1878 


1,653 


966.000 


319,(K)0 


572 000 


976,000 


649,000 


8.163,000 


I87» 


S.162 


1,171,000 


309.000 


584,000 


970,000 


801,000 


8,476,000 


1880 


2 289 


1,268,000 


408.000 


773,000 


913,000 


962.000 


3,916.000 


1881 


2,073 


1,149,000 


385,000 


725,000 


955,000 


789.000 


8.568,000 



The first impression in casting one's eye over this Table is that the 
trade of this place is rather falling off if anything, but on examining the 
column showing the quantities of Manchester goods, it will be seen that, 
in the course of the ten years, they have nsen from 114,000 to the 
respectable figure of about 400.000 pieces. And it is further to be re- 
marked that the numbers gradually rise till 1876, when they reach a total 
of 452,000, after which they suddenly decrease, and then rise again. Now, 
1877 was the year in which the neighbouring port of Wuhu was opened, 
and it is only reasonable to suppose that certain districts which formerly 
drew their supplies from Kiukiang thenceforward went to the nearer port. 
The inference, therefore, is that a steady rise has been going on which, 
for a time, got a slight check by the opening of Wuhu, but has now nearly 
recovered lost ground. Of course British trade is largely a gainer, as the 
two ports together take very much more than the older at its best did 
alone. 

Still, in view of the very large area the supplies for which would 
naturally come through Kiukiang, the value of the trade is very small, nor 
is there any prospect of a considerable increase till the agricultural con- 
dition of the province has greatly improved. At present the mass of the 
people are poor in the extreme. This province was one that suffered very 
severely during the Taiping rebellion, and though twenty years have now 
elapsed since that frightful scourge passed over the land, the traces of it 
are still apparent everywhere. One enters a city, and the eye wanders 
over a huge wa^te of weeds and thistles. Perhaps not more than a tenth 
or a twentieth of the space inside the wall is built over, and even that by 
houses of the poorest description. A few are of brick> but the greater 
part are of wood or mere reeds and plaster. ' They are huddled together, 
as if for warmth or mutual support, cIofc by the principal gate, and 
round about there hangs a fringe of the most wretched huts, occupied by 
squatters and beggars. Instead of the busy bustling crowd common to be 
met wi^h in well-to-do Chinese towns, the traveller fees only a few listless 
straggling individuals, dirty, ragged, and idle. 

Following the line of the street, the shops contain only the commonest 
necessities of li^e. For a few tens of dollars the most of them could be 
emptied of their whole contents. Once through the houses, the visitor 
wanders over acres and acres of broken bricks and stones, with here and 
there the pillars of an ornamental gateway still standing to mark where a 
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Confucius temple or other public building had been, or he stumbles over 
carved stone-work, now grass-grown and half-buried, to tell of the wealth 
of former inhabitants. Nothing has been disturbed since the sack and 
pillage of the rebels left a scene of blank desolation behind. The staring 
white walls and tall posts of the newly-built Yamens are the only con<» 
spicuous objects amidst the general ruin. 

This is no exaggerated picture of several cities in the north of this 
province. Even Kiukiang itself, with all the advantages of foreign trade, 
is not rebuilt over more than a fourth of its former area. In the country 
the effects, if not so apparent, are none the less real. There is no capital, 
no energy, no enterprise anywhere. Three-fourths of the soil in this 
immediate neighbourhood is waste. Looking southwards, the eye travels 
over miles of fine undulaling land, all capable of bearing rich crops, but 
which now only grows a rough tall grass, useful for nothing but fuel, in the 
cutting and carrying in of whicb some of the poorer classes earn a scanty 
livelihood. For the most part the waste land is unowned, so wberever 
young trees spring up they are ruthlessly cut down with the rest of the 
hei bage by the first comer. Even where the land is owned the needs of 
the proprietor are so urgent that promising young plantations are sacrificed 
for firewood as soon as they are wortb cutting, leaving the whole country, 
except the inaccessible hills and a few favourite spots, denuded of trees. 

Waste land, by the laws of the country, can become the absolute 
property of the first person who chooses to bring it under cultivation. 
Seeing so much waste land lying untitled year after year, one would be 
inclined to think that the fault lay in want of population, but, on the other 
hand, we are confronted by the fact that labour is abundant and exceed* 
ingly cheap, the ordinary wages of an agricultural labourer being no more 
than 4rf. or 5d, a-day, without his food, and many are unoccupied even a^ 
that. 

It cannot be said, either, that the Government land taxes are in any way 
prohibitive. For the class of ground of which I am speaking they would not 
amount to more than from 2^. to 4^. an acre, and even that would not be 
levied for the first ten yeacs. Tiiere are no local rates or municipal taxes 
of any kind whatever. The difficulty lies mainly in the want of capital. 
To break up land of this kind requires some es^penditure of labour and 
money before any returns can come in. But the great mass of the people live 
absolutely from hand to mouth. A hundred cash to them to-day is worth 
more than a thousand next year, and so they prefer, because they have no 
choice, the miserable pittance that they earn by cutting and selling the 
grass and underwood to the prospective large earnings to be got by pre- 
paring the ground for future crops. But even if they could afford to wait, 
they have no implements such as would be necessary for breaking up dry 
upland soil. An ordinary farmer*8 stock-ia-trade consists of not more 
than a bullock or buffalo, a wooden plough, a harrow, and a few hoes and 
mattocks, costing, perhaps, some 3/. or 4L altogether, all of the rudest 
description. Witli this he and his family farm from I to 5 acres of 
land or less. Out of this they make a livelihood, but nothing more. 
Silver money is hardly ever seen among them. What little surplus profits 
there are go in exchange for luxuries of a very moderate kind — a little 
pork, a little seaweed or salt fish as a relish to the rice, is about tbe height 
of their ambition. Many grow their own cotton, and the women of their 
family spin it and weave it into cloth. Clothes are worn till they are in 
very rags and tatters, but this home-made cloth stands wear exceedingly 
well ; a suit, with patching and mending, will last a man for three or four 
years. Tbe ordinary labourer always prefers home-spun cloth to foreign, 
even when obliged to buy — tbat is, when the women of his own family 
cannot supply it — on account of tbe wear he can get out of it* With the 
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same usage the latter would not last more than one or two years, even if 
of a superior quality, so that, though the cost is less to b^in with, it is 
dearer in the long run. 

The land under cultivation in this province is, generally speaking, 
confined to those portions where there is a natural supply of water for rice 
irrigation, (he alluvial lands along rivers and canals, the sloping ground 
around the base of hills and small ravines, and moist places anywhere. 
Here it must be admitted Chinese agriculture is seen to perfection. A 
series of irregular terraces divides the ground into innumerable small 
patches, and guides the flow of water from the higher to the lower, which 
thus passes in turn through each tiny plot, often less than a tenth of an acre 
in size, a very primitive arrangement of dams and sluices enabling them to 
turn the water off or on at pleasure. Land of this kind will always grow 
two crops a-year, a wet one and a dry one, the wet crop being rice, and 
the dry one wheat or beans, cabbages, rape, S:c. The yield of course 
varies greatly with the quality and situation, but the best lands are said to 
produce as much as from 40 to 50 bushels an acre of rice (unhulled) alone, 
without counting the other crops. If anything like a fair price could be 
obtained, there is no doubt that the owners ought to be wealthy, but it is 
needless to say that this is not the case. 'I'he sslling price of clear rice at 
the ports generally averages only about 5s, 6d.& hundredweight, and in the 
interior it is probably not more than half that. In years of plenty it 
becomes a mere drug in the market 

For this there are many reasons, but two may be mentioned in 
particular,: first, and chiefly, defective means of transport, want of roads, 
canals, &c. ; and secondly, the prohibition by the Government of the 
export of rice to foreign countries. The latter may be a politic measure, 
the object of course being to secure a supply of food for the people and so 
prevent bread riots, but in a country where nine-tenths of the people are 
producers rather than consumers, its advantage is at least open to doubt. 
It certainly tends to perpetuate this state of affairs, that with the most 
fertile land in the world, the people live on from hand to mouth year by 
year, never accumulating capital, never laying by anything for a rainy 
day, unable to pay for any imported luxuries, the population always 
increasing up to the food limit till by-and-bye there comes a year or two 
of scarcity, and they die by thousands. 

Such being the economic condition of the bulk of the people — I am 
speaking always of this immediate district, though my remarks are true 
of the greater part of China — it is not to be wondered at that foreign trade 
increases so slowly. And it is easier to point out the disease than to 
suggest a remedy. The primary difficulty is with the people themselves. 
Intelligent and enterprising as many of the Chinamen are, especially the 
Southern or Cantonese, the average agriculturist is stolid, siupid, and 
unimaginative to a degree. Frugal, honest, and law-abiding, he has no 
wish or thought beyond his own narrow circle, content if he can only get 
his daily bowl of rice and salt vegetables. He has a welUfounded fear of 
officials and Yamen underlings, and only wishes to be left alone. All 
projects from that quarter a^ viewed with suspicion, as meaning only a 
squeeze under a new name. There is no local machinery of any kind for 
raising rates for public purposes, for making roads, bridges, or ferries, or 
for draining, lighting, or paving towns and villages. Joint stock enterprise 
of any kind is utterly unknown. With such people, improvement, if it 
ever comes, roust begin from without. Left to themselves, they would go 
ou from generation to generation without change to the end of time. 

One of the first desiderata undoubtedly is increased facilities for the 
exchange of commodities, including the making of roads where water com- 
munication does not already exist; removal of taxes on transit, and removal 
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of all prnhibition on the free export of whatever can find a forei^^n market. 
But what will most develop trade, whether foreign or naiive, is the creation 
of native industries, mining and manufacturiug. By the up^pringing of a 
new class of consumers as opposed to growers, a belter price would be at once 
obtained for produce, and the cultivators of the soil would in turn be able 
to afiPord to buy more imported articles. Even if the new manufactories 
were such as to enter directly into competition with our own, we should in 
the end be gainers by the enormously increased demand that would inevitably 
be set up. If India, with a much smaller population, took, as the statistics 
for 1879 show, British manufactures to the extent of 22,714,000/., against 
8,268,000^. for China (including Hong Kong), it would be seen what 
enormous room there is for expansion of our trade with the latter, with its 
far superior soil, its greater mineral wealth, and its unique stores of tea 
and silk. It may safely be asserted that our exports, whether cotton, 
woollen, or metals, have not yet penetrated below the average middle 
class. The wearers of our cottons are the officials, merchants, and leisured 
classes generally, who can afford to take appeaarance into account in 
selecting their costume. If the day should ever come when our cotton 
fabrics shall be commonly worn by the Chinese labourer, the Trade 
Returns will show fifties and hundreds where they now show tens. 

Local. 

There is little to notice under this heading. It has beeki mentioned in 
former Reports that by an arrangement between the Chinese and Consular 
authorities it was agreed that a sum of 30,000 taels should be raised by a. 
wharfage due on all tea and opium passing through the custom-house to 
defray the cost of extending and repairing the bunds and jetties of the 
port. Unfortunately a considerable portion of the newly-erected river- 
wall gave way, and the sum originally allotted proved insufiicient to 
complete the scheme. After some delay, it has now been arranged to 
continue the levy until an additional sum of 20»000 taels has been collected. 
The fact is worth noting, inasmuch as this port had, I believe, the honour 
to be the first where Chinese authorities were induced to consent to the 
imposition of a common rate for a common benefit. In most ports, 
whatever -municipal improvements have been effected have been paid for 
by foreigners alone, with, at the most, some voluntary assistance from the 
Chinese, but here the matter was put on a legal and equitable footing from 
the first, neither side being indebted to the other. 

Relations with the Chinese authorities continue to be of the most 
friendly character. The various missionaries, English and American, who 
are stationed in this neighbourhood continue their work unmolested. I 
have only heard cf one anti-foreign placard during the year, and that was 
directed against the Roman Catholic missionaries at Pao-chao-foo, in the 
interior. From whatever reason, the Roman Catholic missionaries seem to 
be more objects of suspicion and dislike than those of the Protestant 
Societies. The numerous orphanages which they have established, 
secluded as they are from the general public, seem to give rise to the 
notion that all is not as it ought to be. 

Duties. 

The Chinese Government collected the sum of 794,205 taels at this 
port during the year, bejng the largest sum ever received. The increased 
export of tea explains that. 

(Signed) G. JAMIESON, Consul. 
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(No. 2.) — Retuen of Foreign Imports. 





Ckssifier 


Net Total 


I Imports. 


Description of Goods. 


of 
Quantity. 








Quantity. 


Value. 








H.Taels. 


Opium — 








Malwa .. 


Picnls .. 


1,969 30 


1,101,054 


Patna 


»t • • 


8 40 


-3,420 


Persian 


»> • • 


95 72 


44,508 


Cotton goods- 








Shirtings, grey 


Pieces .. 


• 207,008 


348,403 


„ white, plain •• 


»« •• 


18,570 


37,409 


„ brocaded, dyed 


»» • • 


4.951 


14,606 


T-cloths .. 


f» •• 


97,225 


142,487 


Drills, English 


»* • • 


- 11.800 


29,68^ 


„ American .. .. 


99 •• 


830 


2,010 


Sheetings, English .. 


f» • • 


60 


126 


„ American. • . . 


>» • • 


7,762 


18.888 


Jeans and twills •• 


?» •• 


1,068 


2,484 


Chintzes .. ,, 


»» • • 


5,056 


7,508 


Turkey-red cloths .. 


>f •• 


1,203 


2,948 


Velvets and velveteens 


»» • • 


3,161 


20,220 


Handkerchiefs 


Dozens .. 


23,408 


14,707 


Cotton goods, unclassed 


Pieces .. 


500 


503 


Cotton yarn . • 


Piculs •. 


3,245 00 


83,075 


Woollen goods — 








Blankets .. 


Pairs .. 


36 


312 


Camlets, English .. 


Pieces .. 


10,860 


141,108 


Dutch 


** • • 


110 


•1,680 


Cloth, broad, medram, and habit 


» •• 


1,459 


38,946 


Spanish stripes • • 


»> •• 


5,640 


63,855 


Russian cloth 


*» •• 


20 


470 


Lastinj^s .. •• 


w •• 


4,269 


44,215 


Iiongells .. 


*» • • 


9,355 


65,767 


Lustres and Orleans. • 


*» • • 


3.213 


10,260 


MetaU— 








Iron ; nail, rod, and bar 


Piculs .. 


2,799 48 


6,282 


„ wire . 


** • • 


1,453 14 


10,476 


Lead, in pigs 


*» • • 


16,606 18 


80,446 


„ tea .. 


>» • • 


420 31 


3,150 


Tin, in slabs 


** •• 


4,709 93 


99,696 


„ in plates 


#f •• 


301 83 


2,167 


Sundries— 








Bicho-de-mar, black and white 


•» •• 


450 80 


14,303 


Birds' nests •• 


M • • 


5 79 


2,852 


C^ttle.fish.. 


»» •• 


888 43 


9,204 


Dye 


Bottles .. 


24.017 


5,799 


Fi^s, palm-leaf, trimmed 


Pieces .. 


122,050 


1,193 


„ „ untrimmed •. 


»t •• 


244,880 


1,481 


Ginseng, American, clarified . . 


Piculs .. 


29 80 


•2,488 


Matches •• 


Gross .. 


20,640 


7.174 


Mushrooms •• 


Piculs .. 


786 32 


24,911 


Oil, kerosine . • 


Gallons .. 


27,800 


3,404 


Paper, Ist quality . . 


Piculs .. 


177 73 


2,168 


Pepper, black and white 


»» •• 


5,656 97 


40,014 


Prawns and shrimps, dried 


t» • • 


456 59 


5,638 


Sandal- wood 


»f •• 


5,423 42 


24,702 


Sapan-wood • . . . 


*• •• 


1,147 18 


4,676 


Seaweed, cut and long 


»t • • 


54,262 78 


135.092 


Sharks* fins, white •• 


f » • • 


31 25 


2,845 


Sugar, brown . • • . 


f » • • 


14,317 82 


59,341 


„ white .• 


*» •• 


1,920 33 


10,713 


Umbrellas, cotton •• •. 


>» • • 


225 


1,814 
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Deteription of Goods. 


QMiifier 

of 
Quantity. 


Net Tota Imports. 




Quantity. 


Value. 


Vermilion •• 
Window glait 
Sondries, tinennnierated 


Pienli .. 

»* •• 

Value . . 

• • 


31 13 
1,080 00 

• • 


H.Tads. 

2,085 

3,336 

• 21,298 


Totid .. 


• • 


2,829,398 



(Siffned) G. JAMIESON, ContuL 

Btitiih ComulaU, Kiukiang, April Z, 1B82. 



(No. 3.)— Trade in Native Produce. 
Imports. 





Classifier 


Net Total Imports. 


Description of Goods. 


of 








Quantity. 


Quantity. 


Value. 








H.Taels. 


Brass buttons 


PicuU .. 


16 62 


1,087 


Birds' nests •• 


» •• 


5 40 


2,437 


Cotton, raw • . • • • • 


ft • • 


19,^15 28 


134,640 


Dates, black 


>i •• 


686 51 


3,581 


„ rea • • • • • • 


99 •• 


2,429 10 


7.101 


Cuttle-fish 


» • • 


21,943 19 


123,975 


Fish, dried and salt .. 


>l •• 


949 02 


5,645 


Fungus 


» •• 


201 83 


3,037 


Lead, white .. 


»l • • 


121 82 


1,169 


„ yeUow.. 


99 •• 


543 31 


•4,923 


Lungngans, dried 


9* • • 


1,653 06 


11,834 


lichees, dried 


»> •• 


534 08 


3,910 


Medicines •• •• .. 


>» • • 


740 35 


4,835 


Nankeen •• •• •• 


»> • • 


1,236 60 


52,918 


Samshoo 


»» • • 


467 46 


1,425 


Silk piece-goods 


» •• 


75 15 


30,989 


„ pongees.. 


»» •• 


16 22 


3,792 


„ ribbons •• •• •• 


ft • • 


12 88 


4,142 


Sugar, brown •• 


»» •• 


23,072 38 


90.070 


„ white 


f> •• 


40,174 07 


201,163 


„ candy 


f» •• 


3,069 69 


^ 21.625 


Sea blubber .. 


M •• 


613 24 


2,200 


Vermilion .. 


f • • 


15 83 


1,077 


Sundries, unenumerated • • 


Value .. 

• • 


• • 

• • 


21.718 


Total 


739,273 



(Signed) G. JAMIESON, CotmU. 

Bi iH$h ConmlaUf Kiukiang, April 3, 1 882. 
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(No. t,) — Trade in Native Produce. 
Exports. 



Dttcription of Goodi. 


aassifier of 
Quantity. 


Total Ezporto. 


Quantity. 


Value. 








H.taeb. 


Tea,blwk 


Piculs 


195,803 78 


5,307,382 


„ Rreen . • • • • • 


»» • • 


59,G80 81 


1,809,810 


„ brick . • • • • • 


»» •• 


8^025 86 


50,079 


»> IfS* • • • • • • 


f » • • 


751 82 


18,800 


„ dust .. 


*t •• 


9,822 39 


99,740 


Sundries— 








Bwnboo shoots, dried 


M • • 


216 35 


2,885 


China-root . • 


t» •• 


6,220 54 


33,659 




f» •• 


6,649 34 


34,852 


„ fine .• 


*» • • 


5,943 74 


45,224 


Grass doth^ coarse •. 


l» •• 


6,188 29 


172,535 


„ fine ,. 


»» •• 


382 82 


15,622 


Hemp .. 


*» • • 


27,64Q 57 


210,382 


Indigo, liquid •• •. 


»f • • 


4,158 03 


19,279 


Lotns-nuts .. •« 


** •• 


254 67 


2,681 


Mats, bamboo • • • . 


Pieces 


28,869 


3,773 


Medicines 


Piculs 


390 26 


1,008 


Fteper^ Iflt quality 


»» • • 


24,993 43 


216,308 


„ • 2nd quality 


*f •• 


86,427 76 


351,157 


Tallow^ yegetable . • 


• #» •• 


7.664 S3 


50,109 


Tobacco, leaf 


ft • • 


23,753 71 


100,810 


„ prepared 


f » • • 


838 72 


7.256 


„ stalk .. 


»» •• 


2,482 76 


4,780 


Sundries, unenumerated 


Value 


•• 
• • 


5.152 


Total 


8,563,253 



(Signed) 
Briiurh CouMulate^ Kiukiang, April 3, 



G. JAMIBSON, ConsJ-, 
1888. 
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(No. 5.)-^— CoMPARATivB Table of the Import Trade for the Years 
1875 to 1881. 





Classifier 
















BMcriptioii of Goods. 


of 
Quantity. 


1876. 


1876. 


1877. 


1878. 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 


Opinm— 


















MbIw» ... 


PiCttls ... 


S,333 


2,037 


1.846 


1.476 


1,946 


9,104 


1,969 


Pataa 


f» ••• 


8 


6 


6 


8 


6 


11 


8 


Perrijm 


... 


« 


1 


1 


170 


901 


176 


96 


CottoD piece-goodi— 


















SiurtiRSk, gret 


Pieces .. 


180J139 


208,314 


163,164 


168,440 


174.690 


918.766 


907,008 


white 


II ... 


9,999 


10,672 


10,533 


11.759 


12,609 


15.093 


18,670 


T^loths 


II ... 


137,914 


162.152 


97.249 


102,723 


90,362 


116,185 


97,996 


DrillB, all kinds 




96,139 


89,675 


29.804 


14,880 


1?,997 


16,428 


19,680 


Brocades, dyed and white 


fi ••• 


8,448 


3,448 


3.002 


9.860 


6,328 


8,720 


4,961 


ChinUea ... 




6,663 


4,201 


4,243 


8,648 


3.895 


4,680 


6,066 


Velvets aDd velveteens ... 


II ... 


4,391 


8.470 


8.686 


8.209 


2.742 


2,911 


8,161 


Handkerchief 


Dozens ... 


29,3Jtl 


19.S00 


26.322 


18.914 


17,562 


23,326 


23,408 




Piculs ... 


764 


772 


1,176 


1,714 


1.988 


9.869 


8.94S 


Camleta 


Pieces ... 


9,629 


9,490 


9,638 


8,906 


9.103 


8,801 


10,970 


Cloth, broad and medioin 




2.001 


2jm 


9,811 


1.984 


2,889 


1,608 


1,469 


Lnstings, plain and crape 


II ... 


8.632 


3,100 


8.884 


9,984 


8.443 


8.352 


4.969 


II ... 


15,011 


12,«8 


19.818 


12,467 


12,814 


10.618 


9,866 


Lustres, crape and fignred 


II M. 


6,125 


4.287 


6,900 


8,513 


8,318 


8,272 


8,918 


»p«iish stripes ... ... 


II ... 


6,684 


7.214 


6,089 


4,819 


6,082 


6,366 


6.640 


Metals- 


















Lead ....««. 


Pionls ... 


17.636 


16,384 


19,628 


81,606 


18,066 


14,729 


16,606 


Tin ., 


II M. 


4.931 


2,876 


4,969 


6,099 


6,800 


4,961 


6.019 


Sundries— 


















Bicho-de-mar 


... 


844 


872 


989 


966 


264 


308 


4S8 


Cotton ... 


Il ... 


12,382 


6,348 


4,111 


9,440 


9,249 


62,217 


19.616 


Cuttle-fish 




21,294 


85,515 


11,235 


16,186 


14,029 


13,244 


99,889 


Dates, red and black ... 


II ... 


2,264 


1,666 


6,060 


6,339 


8.636 


3,317 


8.116 


Nankeens . 




266 


410 


627 


667 


1.119 


988 


1,237 


Pepper, black and white . 
Sandal-wood ... ... 


„ 


7.0^7 


7.110 


8.878 


6,994 


6.143 


6,583 


6,667 


fl ••• 


8,843 


3,499 


4.375 


8.451 


4.108 


4.581 


6,428 


Sapan-wood 


,1 ... 


1,942 


2.812 


1,520 


1,946 


1.913 


1,079 


1,147 


Seaweed, cat and long ... 


,1 ... 


42,573 


60,996 


60.957 


67,462 


47,898 


46,963 


64,268 


Shell-fish , 


*f ••• 


208 


845 


618 


264 


106 


198 


197 






119 


87 


47 


68 


61 


76 


71 


Sugar, brown 


r, ".' 


3d.434 


82,766 


36,803 


39.981 


45.491 


4.3,806 


87,890 


,7 white ... „. 




61,960 


49.414 


41,789 


66.432 


^^ 


41.122 


49,094 


„ candy 


... 


2.132 


2,808 


2,196 


2,746 


8,019 


8.070 


Window-glass ... 


Boxes ... 


1.117 


1.218 


1.246 


1,391 


982 


1,221 


1,080 



(Signed) G. JAMIESON, Consul. 

British Consulate, Kiukiang^ April 3, 1881. 



(No. 6.) — Comparative Table of the Export Trade for the Years 
1876 to 1881. 





Classifier 
















Description of Goods. 


of 
Quantity. 


1876. 


1876. 


1877. 


1878. 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 


Chinaware ... 


Piculs ... 


10,569 


14,157 


11,332 


6,079 


6.046 


12.141 


12,699 


China-root ^ 


,. 


3,336 


8,983 


8,942 


6,750 


9,461 


4,788 


6,920 


Grass cloth 


.. 


3,100 


3,279 


2,882 


4,085 


5,949 


6.117 


6,679 


Hemp 


,. ... 


19.686 


28,198 


82,469 


29,795 


29,779 


40,985 


97.660 


Tafiow* vegetable .*.*! ... 




47,806 


62,474 


79,602 


96,676 


100,528 


106,244 


111,491 


„ ... 


9,747 


9,132 


8.837 


6,207 


4|660 


7.697 


7.664 


Tea— 


















Black ... ». 


... 


166.131 


190,038 


176,500 


206,799 


190,218 


186.000 


196,804 


Brick ~ 


... 


14.825 


8,715 


7,452 


11,?8« 


14;797 


9.448 


8,026 


Dust ... 


... 


2,958 


8.188 


9,237 


9,182 


8,668 


8,981 


9,899 


Green ... • ... 


... 


65.322 


48,830 


61.477 


40,316 


40,368 


67,016 


69,681 


Leaf ... 


i» •• 


863 


392 


480 


617 


610 


1,062 


762 


Tobacco-^ 


















Prepared 

Leaf and stalk ... ^ 


»» •• 


66 


22 


16 


10 


... 


876 


889 


., .. 


10,656 


19.016 


18,956 


28.538 


16.461 


46,384 


26,936 



(Signed) G. JAMIESON, Consul. 

British Conaulate, KiuJdang, April 3, 1882. 
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KIUNGCHOW. 

Report on the Foreign Trade ofKiungchow during the year 1881. 

A GLANCE at the three following Tables will show the proj^ress of the 
foreign trade ever since the 1st April, 1876, on which day this port was 
declared open. 

1. Net Value of tfie Trade in Foreign Vessels, t'.e., Foreign and Native 
Imports less re-Exports, and Native Exports of local origin only, ex- 
cluding Treasure : — 





Imports. 


Exports. 


total. • 


1876 (9 months) 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 
1881 


H. Taels. 
368,361 
604,619 
798,068 
823,128 
1,009,999 
1,061^872 


H. Taels. 
316,411- 
604.704 
416,988 
550,291 
667,026 
759,871 


H. Taels. 
684,772 
1.209,323 
1,215,056 
1,373,419 
1,677,025 
1,821,743 



2. Foreign Shipping, Entered and Cleared : — 

Total Tonnage. 

1876 (9 months) .. .. .. ,. 36,672 

1877 .. .. .. .. .. .. 62,656 



1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 



87,290 
106,362 
149.322 
230,280 



8. Total Dues and Duties paid to Chinese Government i^^^ 

H. Taels m. c. a. 
1876 (9 months) .. .. .. 43,573 8 



1877 
1878 

1879 .. 

1880 .. 

1881 .. 




9 

5 

83,692 6 8 3 
83,134 19 



63,150 
61.664 
68,989 



7 2 
4 
9 8 



Taking be. Id. as the equivalent in 1 881 of the Haikwan tael, the 
itnports in that year were worth 296,439/., the exports 212,131/., and the 
total trade 508,570/. Re-exports are not included in these figures, but 
they amounted to a value of 231/. only. The value of the carrying trade 
was 509,032/. of which the proportion for British vessels was represented 
by 207,882/. The carrying trade should, however, properly include the 
imports and exports of treasure. These are not reckoned in the above 
Valuation, which is based on that of the Customs Returns, but 33,357/. and 
65,347/. are the respective items, or a total of*^8,704/^ The direct trade 
with foreign countries reached the value of 501,668/., and with the other 
Treaty ports (two only, namely Swatow and Pakhoi) that of 7,133/.; but 
the trade with Hong Kong, which alone was represented by 491,849/., in- 
cluded a large quantity of goods received from, or destined for, Chinese 
ports. 1 he figures in the Snipping Table are apt to mislead, the fact being 
that, though there was a proportionately large amount of tonnage in 1881, 
the vessels employed mostly made this port only a place of call to co^^)1ete 
their cargoes in their voyages to and from Haiphong, Touron, Pakhoi, and 
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Uoxig Kong. As is apparent in the third Table, there was a decrease in 
the revenue receipts in 1881 as compared with 1880 This was principally 
owinjr to a smaller importation of opium, the causes of which 1 shall pre- 
sently advert to. The most of the foreign trade of the port continues in 
the hands of Chinese, against whose mode of doing business the resident 
foreigners cannot compete with much success. The proximity of Hong 
Kong enables the Chinese dealer to get expeditiously by steamer snch 
goods as he wants ifi quantities small enough to suit him. Notwithstanding 
this, the opening of the port will probably eventually receive a sufficient 
justification in the employment of foreign vessels, and the extended distri- 
bution of goods of British origin. 

Imports. 
Foreign goods reached this port — 



From Annam, to the valae of 
Siam, 

Hong Kong, „ 
Pakhoi, 


• • 


H. TaeU. 

.. 17,251 

12,419 

. . 793,391 

83 


£ 

» 4,816 

3,467 

221,488 

23 


Total .. 


.. 823,144 


229,794 



of which 687 taels (1.92/.) represented the portitm afterwards re-exported 
leaving 832,457 taels, or 229,60^. as the net value, the corresponding 
amount for 1880 having been 826,850 Haikwan taels, and for 1879, 
723,954 Haikwan taels. The imports from Annam were rice and sundries, 
and from Hong Kong, opium, piece-goods, metals, ginseng, raw cotton,- 
cotton yarn, American fiour, wheat, matches, kerosene oil, and miscellaneous 
articles from the Straits Settlements and Japan. Those from Siam were 
contained in a single sailing-vessel^ and consisted of teak, rice, varnish, raw 
cotton, &c. 

I have already alluded to a decrease in 1881 in the imports of opium 
as compared with the year 1 880. The following Table will show that the 
total importation fell s^iort of that in 1879 also : — 





1879. 


1880. 


1881. 


• 


Quantities. 


Valnea. 


Quantities. 


Values. 


Quantitiee. 


Values. 


Malwa .. 
Patna .. 
Benar«M .. 


Piculs. 

98 29 
992 50 

26 98 


H. Taeli. 

55,227 

399,901 

10,243 


Picula. 

15 36 
1,255 39 

32 30i 


H. Taels. 

7.840 

566.587 

14,072 


Piculs. 
13 80 
1,011 45 

8 18 


H. Taels. 

7,407 

477,523 

3,797 


Total .. 


1,117 77 


465,371 


1,303 05 


588.499 


1,033 43 


488,727 



At the end of 1880 the local dealers took advantage of a temporary 
cessation of the Haifang (provincial defence) tax, the farm contract having 
expired by lapse of time, and the new one not having been completely 
entered into, to introduce large stocks from Kong Kong, which became 
available in 1881. Besides the import duty, the taxes payable on a chest 
of opium last year were :— • 

Provincial defence, nominally 30 taels, but actually 27 taels. 
KaoU, „ 28 „ „ 25-2 „ 



Collected by one office, total 

nominally , . . . . 58 

Ld'kin and stamp duty . . 
Hainan coast defence, 6 dollars 

Total •• 



52-2 „ 

23 „ 

4-2 „ 

79-4 „ 



Digitized by 



Google 



KIUNGCHOW. 



63 



In the last quarter of the year, a new collector having endeavoured to 
enforce the payment of the full rate of the Provincial Defence and Kaoli 
tatesy for the benefit of the fanners of them, the five Guilds (Kuangchow, 
Ch'aochow, Kaochow, Foochow, and Kiungchow) that act as a sort of 
Chamber of Commerce in Hoihow, resisted, and even refused to allovir the 
delivery of twenty-two chests th?it had been imported by Chinese dealers 
to take place. For two months there were no importations by Chinese, 
and the collector had, after referring the matter to Canton, to give in. 
The import of all kinds of ppium in December quarter 1881 was, in conse- 
quence of the above, only 201 picul3.as compared with 273 in the pre- 
ceding, and 295 piculs in the June quarter of the same year. Much 
grumbling having been indulged in by tne Chinese importers because they 
had to pay the U-Mn and other taxes at once on landing their opium and 
passing it through the Maritime Customs, while the foreign merchants had 
to pay nothing beyond the import duty, so that the latter could sell cheaper 
(to persons who probably never thought it to be their duty to report their 
purchases to the different tax offices, which suffered in consequence), a 
reduction was made in January of this year in the Provincial Defence and 
Kaoli rates, which together are now 31 t. 3 m. 2 c. per chest. A chest of 
opium, if landed by a Chinese, is, therefore, supposed to now contribute 
58 t. 5 m. 2 c. to the provincial and local revenues ; but it is rumoured 
that there is shortly to be a further reduction in the hope of diminishing 
smuggling. 

Malwa is too dear for the Hainan smokers. Patna is very much liked. 
Formerly it used to be locally mixed with Benares. This last sort obtained 
high prices iu 1881. The absence of Persian" opium from the Returns is 
again noticeable ; all attempts to introduce it have been given up for some 
time. The' local opium smokers declare it to be too hot to the taste. 
Chinese opium, as for as I can learn, is not brought into this part of the 
island — at least, in any noticieable quantities. A writer in tne Taotoi's 
Yamdn, who is fond of that grown in Ylinnun, has to send to Pakhoi 
for it. 

Net Imports of the Principal Cottons and Woollens during the past 
Three Years : — 





1879. 


1880. 


1881. 




Pieces. 


Values. 


Pieces. 


Values. 


Pieces. 


Values. 






H. Taels. 




H. Taels. 




H. Taels. 


Shirtings- 














Grey 


4,607 


6,921 


6,274 


10,335 


8,162 


12,751 


White, plain 


11,651 


24,544 


21,309 


48,755 


28,905 


62,398 


Dyed 


172 


485 


762 


2,440 


1,466 


5,410 


T-cloths 


23,153 


25,595 


28,939 


33,522 


44,011 


48,823 


Drills, English 


1,192 


2,121 


2,551 


4,775 


3,382 


4,851 


Camlets, English 


180 


1,592 


216 


2,291 


287 


2,876 


Cloth, broad, medium. 














and habit .. 


123 


1,930 


178 


3,091 


156 


2,751 


Lastings 


186 


1,616 


240 


2,110 


358 


3,268 


Long ells 


968 


5,4G0 


1,154 


6,755 


1,617 


8,657 


Woollen and cotton mix- 














tures • • . « 


80 


478 


291 


2,124 


-430 


3,151 



The trade in the above is entirely iu Chinese hands. Cotton goods 
classed as sundries were imported iu 1881 tothq value of 4,770 tael?, more 
than twice the value of 1879 American dnlls do not appear to be appre- 
ciated here for they are not mentioned in the Customs Returns for 1881| 
[673] F 
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and the import fell from 598 pieces in 1879 to 149 in 1880. The trade 
in Dutch camlets, Spanish stripes, and lustres, is a very small one, but it 
has been extending. Kerosene oil, which got no separate mention in 
ihe Returns since 1878, was imported last year to the eitent of 266^ 
piculs. The trade in foreign matches fell off a little, but the quantities 
taken were still large for the place, and nearly three times those of 1879. 
1,053 piculs of cotton yarn arrived in 1881 against 468 piculs in 1880 and 
133 piculs in 1879. There was an increase in 1881, compared with 1880, 
in American flour, ginseng (American, Japanese, and Corean),raw cotton, 
lead, quicksilver, and steel, but a decrease in iron and uncleaned (seed) 
cotton. The imports of foreign rice rose, principally owing to the removal 
at Haiphong of the restrictions against export, from 2,477 92 piculs, in 
1880 to 25,391 65 picdls in 1881, of which 9,82315 piculs did not come 
directly from the producing countries. Of Hainan rice there are a large 
number of varieties, but it is not of superior quality or very abundant, and 
the cheapness of Annam rice makes ready sales. There was an increase 
on the whole in the imported foreign products of a miscellaneous class, 
such as beans, betel-nuts (decrease), cardamoms (decrease), cutch (decrease), 
dye-stuffs, Japanese paper fans, lamps, opium husk (said to be mixcni by 
the^ savages with tobacco for chewing purposes), rattans, teak, towels, 
umbrellas, varnish (decrease), wheat (decrease). 

Foreign goods are sent from Hoihow by junk to Chinglan, Chia-chik 
(through Shalo), and Wanchow, for distribution along the east coast of 
Hainan, to Howsuy, Tungsuy, and Puchin on the north end ; to Tanchow 
in the west ; and to the ports of Lingsuy and Yaichow for the south. 
Chiachik has been described to me as a place as large as Hoihow, and as 
being a mart of some importance, it having water communication with the 
interior, and supplying the districts of Lohui and Huitung. Foreign goods 
leave Hoihow, however, more frequently, I think, by the Konchew Kiver 
for Konchew, which is a dep6l for goods from the interior, and by the 
inner routes to Chingmai^ Tingan, Linkao, and even to Chia-chik, between 
Hoihow and which there is communication by rivers unbroken except for 
a short distance. I do not find that much foreign produce is re-exported 
to the peninsula, which is supplied by other places with which its trade is 
carried on. I understand that the town of Luichow takes Benares opium, 
T-cloths, shirtings, cotton yarn, English camlets,«raw cotton, &c. Haian 
derives its principal supply from Macao, with which it has a long esta- 
blished trade ; but it is visited by junks from Hong Kong also. Junks 
from the same foreign ports go to Tanchow and Chia-chik in this island, 
and those from Macao go even as for as Lingsuy. The ports in Yulin 
Bay and of the Wenchang district, trade with Singapore, and may, for all 
that I know, receive opium therefrom. Junks from Singapore reaching the 
south are stated to be the means whereby the savages receive, through 
middlemen, gunpowder and shot, to supply which to them is a crime in 
Chinese law. 

Chinese Goods. — The importations were :— 

H. Tads. £ 
From Pakhoi, value , . . . • • 268 « 75 

„ Hong Kong, valae .. .. 239,287 66,801 

239,555 66,876 
Re-exports to Hong Kong for foreign coun- 
tries and to Siam . . . « • , 140 39 



Net value .• .. ., 239,415 66,837 

In 1880 the net value was 183,149 Haikwan taels, and in 1879 
99,174 Haikwaa taels. The principal classes of goods wil) be found ia 
the foUpwiog comparative Tfable of values ;-^ 
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1879. 


1880. 


1881. 




H.Tacls. 


H. Taels. 


H. Taels. 


Beans •« .. .. ,. 


3,282 


4,939 


5,076 


Cotton, raw . . • , 


13,974 


57,653 


111,455 


Hemp .. 


7,586 


16,243 


12,349 


Lily flowen, dried • . 


6,852 


12,524 


10,674 


Medicines.. 


27.894 


32,043 


35.303 


Nankeens .. •• 


8,929 


11,099 


15,095 


Silk, piece-goods • • 


3,872 


5,499 


6.458 


VermiceUi.. 


12,998 


24,066 


20,995 


Wax, white 


2,011 


3,242 


7,065 



The hemp, said to come from Hankow, is manufactured into bags and 
ropes. Rope-making is one of the industries of the town of Hoihow* 

Exports. 

The following is the Customs* Summary of destinations (re-exports 
not included) : — 



To Annam - . . • • • • 

Siam •• 

Hong Kong, for foreign countries 

Total to foreign countries * 

To Hong Kong, for Chinese ports . . 
8watow 
Fakhoi •• •• •• 

Total for Chinese ports f • • 



value 



H. Taels. 
3,367 = 
2,136 

358,792 



£ 

940 

596 

100,163 



364,295 101,699 



370,378 

7,617 

17,581 



103,397 
2,126 
4,998 



395,576 110,431 



The minor shipments in foreign vessels in 1861 were agar-agar, b6che 
de meri coir, cuttle-fish, dried fish, honey, cow horns, indigo, kench'a, split 
rattans, melon seeds, sharks' fins, shell-fish, cow sinews, deer skins, tobacco, 
wrapper leaves, yellow wax, fragrant woods. There was a general increase 
in this portion of the trade. Indigo, costing in Hoihow 8 dol. 50 c, is 
sent to Pakhoi to be mixed with the product there costing 6 dol. 50 c. a 
picul. Mr. Stuhlmann, of the Customs, in his Kiuugchow Trade Report 
for 1877, writes thus about kench'a: "A preparation for adulterating 
tea. Its name, kench'a (i.^., root-tea), is an abbreviation of Le-ti-sh^ng- 
k^n, or Briophyllum calycinum, the Chinese term, which implies that the 
leaf when it falls develops a root, being intended seemingly to be des- 
criptive of the characteristic manner in which this plant can propagate it- 
self. It grows abundantly on roadsides and in waste places in this 
neighbourhood, and its thick and fleshy leaves are gathered all the year 
round. These are cut into strips, and the pieces exposed to the sun for 
several days, when, being still slightly moist, they are rolled up by hand 
so as to resemble tea, and after being completely dried, are ready for 
exportation.'* . It is satisfactory to know that the export of this spurious 
tea, which is said to go mostly to Macao, is but a small one, the total in 
1880 having been 1,809*39 piculs, valued at 1,143 taels 

The mncipal articles of export will be found in the following com- 
arative Table : — 



• In 1880, 332,577 H. taels ; and in 1879, 281,508 II. taels. 
t In 1880, 334,449 H, taels ; apd in 1879, 268,783 H, taclr. 
[5733 X •? 
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1879. 


1880. 


1881. 




Qnantitiet. 


Values. 


Quantifies. 


Values. 


Quantities. 


Values. 




Piculs. 


H.taels. 


Piculs. 


H.taels. 


Piculs. 


H.taeU. 


Betel-nuts 


383 02 


2,252 


4,969 56 


52,468 


4,361 57 


39,703 


Galangal . . 


5,661 57 


6,583 


4,918 87 


8,910 


6,956 86 


15,202 


Glue, cow. . 


2,800 50 


13,220 


2,228 05 


12,814 


2,161 01 


12,357 


Grassclotb— 














Fine .. 


52 10 


7,148 


23 38 


2,848 


744 00 


51,334 


Coarse.. 


691 16 


43,257 


1,271 95 


78,825 


17 38 


865 


Ground. nut cake. . 


14,612 33 


17,968 


27,828 77 


31,681 


61,089 02 


76,990 


Hemp . . • • 


786 70 


17,237 


445 25 


11,619 


594 15 


15,123 


Hides, cow and 














buffiUo.. •• 


490 36 


2,453 


2,392 74 


17,804 


2,435 12 


23,587 


Leather •• 


3,965 71 


89,853 


3,218 50 


35,247 


3.616 00 


45,591 


„ trunks • • 


277 43 


4,553 


322 43 


5,384 


323 33 


5,544 


Lungngan pulp . . 


275 78 


2,549 


242 71 


2,481 


1,412 48 


11,291 


Medicines 


2,412 58 
Pieoes. 


22,456 


1,394 48 
Pieoes. 


21,405 


3,824 21 
PipwA. 


34,990 


Pigs 


4,283 
Piculs. 


19,138 


3,399 
Picals. 


17,677 


13,377 
Piculs. 


77,211 


Sesamum se^s • • 
Silk— 
WUd, raw 


21,864 38 


69,382 


11,815 29 


45,113 


18,454 23 


54,155 


233 74 


18,260 


72 06 


5.405 


377 16 


34,292 


Fish lines 


24 50 


5,586 


36 24 


9,625 


43 74 


11.119 


Sugar—* 














Brown • • • • 


47,023 59 


134,674 


67.603 70 


162.574 


58,761 96 


132,771 


White .. 


17,225 31 


71,498 


24,536 42 


89.620 


13,113 29 


47,964 


Tallow, animal . • 


2,688 13 


18,676 


3,005 74 


19,804 


2,671' 26 


17,978 



There was a bad crop of sugar last year on tbe peninsula, and only a 
moderate one in Hainan. The Hainan prices were very high, preventing 
the resident foreigners from buying much, and the Chinese exporters 
sold at a loss. This year*s crop is said to be a good one, and it is esti- 
mated that about 180,000 piculs will be the total production of this 
island, and 250,000 of * the peninsula. The season commences in Hainan 
in January, and lasts till August. The opening prices this year were 
4 dol. 20 c. per bag of 112 catties, but they soon fell to 3 dol. 80 c. 
At Hainan, which is the chief port of shipment of the sugar from the 
peninsula, the season begins in the end of June, and is over in about two 
months ; the most of the sugar being sold at the outset, and sent off 
without delay by junk to Macao, where it is re-exported to Hong-Kong, 
North China, &c. A German merchant, resident in this port, attempted 
last year to buy sugar in Hainan, which he meant to bring over, under 
transit pass, to Hoinow for shipment by steamer to Hong Kong ; but the 
producers declined to sell, giving various excuses, the truth, probably, 
being that the Macao dealers would not allow their trade to be interfered 
with* 

The most of the galangal . sent off from this port last year was 
destined for Germany, 'i'he best kind comes from the Luichow Hills, 
through Hainan ; an inferior sort^ that reaches Hoihow through Howsuy, 
is 60 per cent, cheaper, being smaller. The digging out of the galangal 
roots corami^nces in February, and the export season lasts till October. 
The crop of ground-nuts having been exceptionally large in 1881, the 
manufacture of cake was carried on to a greater extent than usual. This 
caused the ground-nut oil to be very cheap, and the opportunity was 

* 1 picul of sagar weighs 112 caUies (149i lbs.) instead of 100 catties (183^ lbs.). 
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taken to send some to London as an experiment. Correspondence is now 
going on as to future supplies. There was a large demand for hides, 
and prices went up to 16 dol. 50 c. per picul. They go to China, Saigon, 
Singapore, and even Europe. It is believed that the export will steadily 
increase. It will be seen from the comparative Table of exports that the 
shipments of sesamum seeds in 1881 fell short of those in 1879. The 
crop in the latter year was a very good one, and the prices were from 
352 to 365 dollars per picul; in 1881, they were 416 , to 425 dollars. 
The Chinese official guide to Hainan states that the natives do not 
themselves make much use of the oil. The best m\d raw silk comes from 
W^nchang. Last year's prices were low. The cause of the insignificant 
export in 1880 was that the yield was limited, and was nearly all used up 
locally in the manufacture of pongees. The exported hemp is destined 
for Swatow, where it is used in the making of grasscloth. Quantities of 
the screw-pine fibre that, when weaved with -the hemp, becomes the Hainan 
fine grasscloth (the screw-pine portion giving, it is said, the material its . 
coolness), reach W^nchang from Singapore and Luichow. The screw- 
pine fibre, by itself, is made into bags, and is the basis of coarse graaa- 
cloth. A glance at the comparative Table will show that the fine 
grasscloths have taken the place of the coarse as to largeness of export ; 
this is owing to the reclassification, by the Maritime Customs, of the 
qualities that Mr. Scott referred to in his Trade Report for 1880 as about 
to take place. The betel-nuts of this island have a great reputation in 
China. Cheaper nuts ar6 imported into Hainan from Singapore, solely in 
order to be mixed with them prior to exportation — in the proportion of 
one to ten, according to the Customs Trade Report for 1880. Live pigs 
were taken away by nearly every steamer that was bound to Hong Kong. 
Many of the steamers proceeded first to Macao with deck cargoes of these 
animals ; but I find that Macao is not entered in the Customs Returns as 
a port cleared for. I am told that 1 dollar is paid as freight on each pig, 
and that from I dollar to 1 dol. 50 c. is the amount of profit. 

A compradore, in foreign employment, has kindly supplied me with 
the following list of the principal cargoes, in junks, clearing from various 
parts of Hainan and the peninsula. 

From Wdnchang (Ports Chinglan and Puchin). — Yellow and white 
silk, lungngan pulp, seaweed, coarse and fine grasscloth, cocoa-nuts, 
cocoa-nut fibre cloth, galangal, sea slugs, tortoise-shell rind, cotton cloth, 
silk piece-goods, silk 4ind cotton mixtures, pigs, shell-fish (conch), turtle, 
cocoa-nut and tea oils. 

From Chia-chik (junks leaving by Shalo Port for Kongmun inKwang- 
tung, Macao, &c.). — Betel-nuts, hides, deer skins, deer horns, prepared 
Artemisia moxa (for the manufacture of Indian ink), sesamum seeds, 
yellow silk, cocoa-nuts^ pigs bishopswort, lily seeds, lungngan pulp, rattans, 
wrapper leaves, sugar, woods. 

From Chingmai, through port of Tungsuy. —Sugar, ground-nut oil 
and cake, sesamum seeds, indigo, old man's rice. 

From Linkao and Howsuy (junks clearing at Sinying). — Fish maws, 
cuttle fish, sea slugs, wild galangal, brick refuse sugar, sugar (chiefly 
brown), green and black beans, shell fish. 

From Tanchow (clearance port, Sinying ; junks going to Hoihow, 
Kongmun, Macao, and Hong Kong).-— Melon seeds, brick refuse sugar, 
green beans, sharks' fins and skins, salt fish, tin, iron, fishing-lines, fungi, 
sesamum seeds, cuttle fish, shell fish. 

From Yaichow, through port of Pili. — Kienan-wood scent, sandal- 
wood shavings, melon seeds, green and black beans, rattans, coffin planks, 
willow wood, fungi, salt fish, deer horn, velvet. 

From Lingsuy (jocks leaving for Macao, Kongmun, &c.). — Sugar 
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(cliiefly brown), pigs, ebony, pearl barley, ground nut oil and cnke, marine 
delicacies^ sesamum seeds, rattan?, plank*? 

From Wanchow.— Bishopswort, belel-uuts, brick refuse sugar, indigo, 
pigs, dried prawns. 

From Tingan and Kiungshan districts, and other places, through 
Hoibow. — Betel-nuts, sesamum seeds, honey, yellow wax, yellow and white 
silk, silk piece-goods, siik and cotton mixtures, lungngan pulp, fishing- 
lines, roots of Dendrobium ceraiay wrapper leaves, indigo, horse and cow 
hides, deer skius. Armadillo skins, cow horns, cow glue, deer-horn velvet, 
cardamoms, bitter cardamoms, snake skins, tallow, mats, pigs, sugar, 
beans, fungi, prepared Ariemesia tnoxOf wheat. Junks go to Haiphong, 
Pakhoi, Hong Kong, Canton, Swatow, &c. 

From I.uichow (junks to Macao and Hong Kong). — Mats, galangal, 
cloth made from roots of Dolichoi irUohus (?), coarse grasscloth, black 
beans, ground-nut oil and cake. 

I'Vom Haian. — Sugar, galangal, ground-nut oil and cake, hemp, in 
junks to Macao and Hong Kong. 

The section of the Chinese official guide to Hainan that describes the 
products of this island is a lengthy one, but deserves to be translated into 
English, as new articles of commerce might be brought to light. The 
work would be somewhat troublesome, as many of the plants, for instance, 
would have first to be sent away for botanical determination. As I expect 
to be shortly removed from this port, I shall not be able to undertake 
the translation. Copper is to be found in Tnnchow and Changhua, and 
silver in Yaichow and Tanchow. Gold also occurs in various places. 
The official guide just referred to gives a long account of the steps taken, 
about eighteen years ago, to prevent a Chinese named Lin, who had come 
with certain foreigners to Hainan in a steamer, from proceeding to the 
country on the borders of Tanchow and Changhua, occupied by savages, 
to search for copper and precious metals. It appears that he had really 
obtained permission from the Financial Commissioner of Kuangtung to 
work the copper mines, but the literati of the island sent a Memorial to 
the Governor-General and the Governor against Lin's attempt, as likely, 
when carried out, to destroy the magnetic influences of the mountains in 
which the mines are. The memorialists instanced the disasters, in the 
shape of rebellion, that had been the consequence of the reopening of the 
mines for a short period in the beginning of the reign of Kia K*ing (closing 
years of last cent.ury)« The high authorities thus addressed, apparently 
not venturing to go against the literati^ cancelled the permission given 
to Lin, on the ground that he had sought the assistance of foreigners, and 
brought them and the steamer to a non- Treaty port, for which no pass- 
port had been (rented. It was decreed that the mines were to remain 
closed, and that Lin was to be punished. 

Transit Trade, — No transit- passes for goods going inland were 
applied for last year. For goods to be exported six pashes only, namely, 
for 1,285 piculs of galaugal, were issued. The German merchant who 
made use of them has given me the figures below to show the saving effected 
by bringing galangal over from Haian under the pass-system. 

Without pass — Mace c. 

Duties at Haian . . . . • • Per picul . . 18 

Li-kin, &c, at Hoihow . . . . „ • . 18 

Export duty at ditto , . . . „ . . 10 

Total .. 4 G 

With transit pass- 
Export duty and half-daty .. .. Per picul .. 15 

Saving .. .. .. .. 3 1 
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Similady, I am told, there would be a saving of about 2 mace per picul 
on sugar brought hither from the same place and re-exported. 

Revenue, — The Maritime Customs receipts during the year were 
these : — 

Prom general trade 

„ opiam •• •. ., 

„ tonnage •• .. .. « 

ft transit trade • • « • 

Making a total of 23^208/. 

Shipping.^The total tonnage (entered and cleared) 230,280, was 
made up as follows : — 



H. taels 


m. 


c. 


c. 


47,688 


1 


6 


9 


31,002 


9 








4,378 


7 








64 


2 


5 






British 

American 

German 

Chinese 

Siamese 




76,072 
36,828 
43,270 
73,260 
850 



The Chinese vessels were steamers belonging to the Chinese Mer- 
chants' Steam Navigation Company, which has an establishment here. 
They ran with great regularity during the year between Ho'ng Kong, this 
port, and Haiphong, and occasionally to Tonron. The Company's steamer 
** Kangch'i," is the only vessel coming to this port that has proper accom- 
modation for European passengers. It is almost needless to state that 
these Chinese steamers are treated by the Maritime Customs in every 
respect as foreign vessels, and that this is the cause of their appearance in 
the Returns relating to foreign trade. The following Table of percentages, 
from one of the Customs Returns for 1881, shows the shares taken *by the 
vessels of the different nationalities in the total trade, and the payment of 
dues and duties at this port : — 



British 

American 

German 



Chinese Merchants' Steam Naviga- 
tion Company . . • . 




29-76 



General. 

The revised Treaty between the German Empire and China having 
provided for the establishment of bonded warehouses at the open ports, 
the German Consul at Canton, within whose Consular jurisdiction Hainan 
lies, applied at the end of the year to the foreign merchants here for their 
opinions as to the possibility of instituting such a system at Kiungchow, 
Their reply was that the port was not yet prepared for the innovation. 

The resurvey of the Hainan Straits was continued throughout 1881 by 
Her Majesty's ship '* Magpie." I am ^lad to be able to state that her 
survey was completed in the first week of January of this year. The 
corrected chart will not, however, be published till 1883. Surveying 
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operations, principally • on the west coast, were also carried on by the 
French aviso '* Le Parse val," belonging to the Naval Division of Cochin 
China. Her work was performed at a disadvantage, as, unlike tier 
Majesty's ship " Magpie,*' she possessed no steam-launches, and had only 
one surveying officer on board, in addition to which, she is of greater 
draught of water. She left this neighbourhood in the end of December for 
Haiphong, but she will, I hear," return before long apd commence a survey 
along the coast of the Liuchow Peninsula — which has, by the way, 
hitherto erroneously appeared on maps as the Lienchow Peninsula. 

The German steamer ** Quinta," carrying goods and Chinese passengers 
from Hong Kong to Saigon, was wrecked, on the 4th October, at Tinhosa, 
while trying to take refuge from a furious storm that then raged along the 
south of China. One of the anchor chains parted, and she was at once 
driven on shore. There were more than 100 passengers in her; three of 
them (two women and a child) were drowned in an attempt to land the 
same day, they having been carried out to sea, after two gigs that were 
taking the women and children from the steamer had been driven among 
the rocks by the current and ca{iiized. In consequence of this the rest of 
the passengers were kept on board until the next morning, when they were 
all safely landed. On the 6th all hope of getting the steamer off was aban* 
doned, she having filled with water to the water-line, and \he crew were 
employed instead in landing stores and putting up tents. That night 
fishermen began to come to the island and give molestation, so that an 
armed guard had to be mounted. The next morning about 100 piratical 
boats came alongside the steamer, and the conduct of the men in them was 
such that the captain and crew had, in order to save their lives, to leave it, 
on which plundering at once commenced. This continued throughout the 
7th, in the evening of which the pirates set fire to the steamer, by accident, 
as is supposed. This did not put an end to the plundering, for it went on 
till the 11th, on which day five or six soldiers arrived, and, with the assis- 
tance of the crew, drove the wreckers away. They returned, however, the 
next day, and attempted to carry the provisions and stores away from the 
encampment. They overpowered the soldiers, but were driven to their 
boats by the crew, who charged them with bayonets. On the 14th a 
party of men from two newly-arrived junks having attempted to land on 
the island, but were repulsed ; the captain sent the second mate with a^ 
Chinaman off in the Soldiers' boat to seek assistance from the mandarins 
on the opposite coast. Thirty-five soldiers shortly afterwards arrived, after 
which no molestation appears to have been attempted. The shipwrecked 
people were at length relieved and taken away by the Chinese Merchants' 
Steam Navigation Company's steamer ** Kangch'i," on the 17th October, 
the Commissioner of Customs here having persuaded the Taotoi to dispatch 
her to the scene of the wreck immediately after her arrival the day before 
in Hoihow. 

The news of the wreck reached this place on the 14th by means of 
letters sent overland and by junk, by the captain, and she was the first 
vessel that could be employed on the service, no other having entered the 
port during the interval, or being within reach. There being civil and 
military mandarins at Wanchow, which is only a few miles distant from 
Tinhosa, their delay in sending assistance is worthy of notice. It is well 
known that the wreckers came from a village called S^n Tan, and it sub- 
sequently leaked out that some men, sent by the sub- Prefect of Wanchow 
to make lists of the persons in possession of the stolen things, were chased 
out of the village. It was even stated that the villagers fortified themselves 
against the Taotai when he went in person to Wanchow in November. 
The captain of the ^* Quinta " having made an ofiicial report of the plun- 
dering to the German Consul at Canton, the latter dispatched His Imperial 
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German Majesty's gun-boat "Wolf*' to the scene of the wreck, and 
requested her Commander to inspect the hull and to state whether, in hit 
opinion, the ** Quinta " could, if she had not been set fire to, have been 
towed to Hong Kong and repaired ? The reply having apparently been 
in the affirmative, the German Consul, who had been in vain demanding 
the arrest of the plunderers and the recovery of the booty, sent in a claim 
for a large amount against the Chinese Government for losses sustained. 
The local authorities, finding themselves unable to make the arrests, or 
being unwilling to do so, coolly denied the occdrrence of the plundering, 
though the fact must have been known to them from the examination of 
the Chinese passengers bv a mandarin that was sent down in the 
** Kangch'i " to attend to their relief. Not content with the denial, the 
officials declared that the goods found on shore had been salved, and pro- 
duced some men who deposed that they had been hired by a (fictitious) 
compradore, or 'linguist, from the steamer to land as much of the cargo as 
possible, for which service they were paid with broken or damaged parcels 
of tea, &c.f and that the same man, after consultation with a foreigner, fold 
them what they had landed — thirteen boats* loads — for 52 dollars. A 
constant correspondence went on between the Governor-General in Canton 
and the German Consul until at length, under pressure, the former dispatched 
General P^ng from Canton to Tinhosa, with orders to investigate the 
matter locally. He travelled in one of the Provincial Government's 
steam cruizers, taking another of them with him ; and the result of his visit 
was, that after a few days he handed a number of prisoners over to the 
local mandarins. No cargo was found, everything having already been 
sold and sent away. The above is the history of the case up to the present 
date. The ** Quinta " belonged to Flensburg. 

Piracies on the coast of Hainan are not uncommon events. A steam 
gun-boat is at present being built in Hong Kong for the Local Govern- 
ment, which, when comfleted> will be made use of on this coast exclusively. 
It is understood that it has been presented by a young inhabitant of 
Canton, who hopes by this expensive means to obtain official rank that 
would otherwise be beyond his reach. He has also been promised the com- 
mand ef the steamer. I hear that the Commandant at Hoihow is likely to ' 
obtain a steam-launch for local cruizings. This officer, an ex-compradore, 
speaks English, and associates very freely with the foreigners here. He 
is treated by the Taotai as a confidential adviser on international matters. 
He took up his post in the beginning of October 1881, and lam glad to be 
able to record of him that he then caused, and still causes, a bright light to 
be exhibited every night from each of the two forts at the entrance of the 
river at Hoihow. The lanterns serve as guiding lights to boats coming 
from the roadstead, and are very useful, as the land is quite flat, and cannot 
be seen. 

The Taotai left Kiungchow in the beginning of November on a peculiar 
eipedition, which has kept him and the Ch^nt'ai (General of the Kiung- 
chow Brigade) away ever since. The savages, during the earlier portions 
of last year, made fVequent incursions into some of the Chinese-inhabited 
parts of the island. A Censor having, in a Memorial to the throne, expressed 
his belief that this state of matters was but the natural consequence of the 
mismanagement of the late Hakka rebellion in Hainan, orders came from 
Peking through the Governor-General to the local authorities to quiet the 
savages and take such measures as would secure lasting peace. The 
Taotai, who has a special authority here to make use of military or naval 
force when necessary, accordingly undertook the work of pacification in 
the south-east, and the Chent'ai that in the south. The former at first 
made Wanchow his head-quarters, and took the opportunity, being near 
the spot, to look into the question of the plundering of the *' Quinta '* — 
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with what result has been seen. Having, after some deluy, obtained from 
the savages to the west of Wanchow promises to send hostages for their 
future good behaviour, he went off to the country north of it, where he 
had to light. The savages there having thereupon given in, he returned to 
chastise the tribes who had promised hostages, nothing having been seen 
of any such. When this has been done he will, it is stated, proceed to 
Lingsuy to assist the Ch^nt'ai, who, by all accounts, does not appear to 
have been very successful in his^operations. He managed, however, about 
two months ago, to capture nineteen pirates, two of whom were Annamese, 
that he came upon near Yaichow. Keinforcements were sent to him in 
January. Train-bands, under the charge of Committees of the local gentry, 
are the standing means of defence against raids by the savages. 

My short stay here has shown me that the Chinese in this port and its 
neighbourhood are very friendly in their demeanour to foreigners ; and 
visitors from other ports have, while walking about, been much struck by 
the absence of unfriendly looks and insult. 

(Signed) A. FRATER, Comul. 

Kiungchow, March d> 1882. 
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NEWCHWANG. 
Report on the Trade of Newchvoang for the Year 188!. 

In remarking on the trade of the port for the past year, I must pre- 
mise that, as I only returned to my post late last autumn — that is, just 
before the business season closed — I have been obliged to work entirely on 
information supplied by the foreign residents, to whom, as well as to the 
Commissioner of Customs, who courteously placed his Returns at my dis- 
posal, I beg now to offer my acknowledgments. 

The total value (net) of the trade of the port amounts to 6,080,432 
taels, equal, at 5*. 9rf. per tael, to 1,748,124/., which shows a slight 
decrease as compared with the trade of the previous year, and this 
decrease would have been greater if it had not been for the increased 
export of beans. The following comparative Table will help to elucidate 
this fact :— 





1880. 


1881. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Foreign imports 
Native imports . 
Exports 


Taels. 
2,075,862 
1,295,803 
3,353,371 


Taels. 
1,541,288 

987,081 
3,552,063 


Taels. 

• a 

198,692 


Taels. 
534,574 
308,722 


Net Talaes 


6,725,036 


6,080,432 






644,604 





Out of the decreased importations, foreign opium is responsible to the 
extent of 434,728 taels; but, apart from this fact, there is no doubt that 
business was greatly affected by the action of the Swatow native Guild, 
who refused to ship produce for this port because they disapprove of the 
Customs withdrawing certain facilities for doing business from one of their 
number, and thus tried to " Boycott "the foreigner. 

For a whole month no vessel entered the port, about 100 native shops 
failed, and trade was generally in an unsatisfactory state. Towards the 
close of the season, however, the Guild having been forced to cease 
their intimidating action, a fleet of sailing-vessels arrived^ and matters 
improved. 

Opium. — It is, perhaps, too soon to prophesy the extinction of the 
foreign opium trade here in consequence of the increased cultivation 
of the poppy in this and adjoining provinces; but I hear that the 
opposition of the Chinese officials has ceased to be strenuously exerted ; 
and I have before me a Proclamation issued by the authorities at M oukden, 
stating that foreign opium is only allowed to be sold at the shops, but not 
smoked on the premises, as these shops are apt to become a resort for 
thieves and bad characters to the detriment of the locality. The amount 
of drug sold here last year is far less than it has ever been since the port 
was opened to trade, and 1S2 per cent, under the amount sold in 18S0. 
The decrease in Malwa is specially noticeable. The following Table shows 
the n'.^mber of piculs imported since 1877 each year: — 
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Year. 


Malwa. 


Patna. 


Benares. 


Persian. 


Total. 




Pic. c. 


Pic. c. 


Pic. c. 


Pic. c. 


Pic. c. 


1877 


988 00 


36 00 


43 20 


31 00 


1,098 20 


1878 


1,112 25 


57 40 


27 40 


26 00 


1,223 05 


1879 


2,141 34 


98 40 


62 40 


151 00 


2,453 14 


1880 


1.077 34 


30 30 


54 60 


32 48 


1,194 60 


1881 


358 56 


39 80 


44 40 


10 82 


653 58 



The price of Malwa at the beginning of the season was 580 taels per 
chest, but it soon fell to 550 taels. In August and September it was 
quoted at 500 taels, but in October the price again rose to 550 ta^s, the 
report of the native crop being unfavourable, for the heavy rains had 
spoiled it, and in many places it never attained maturity. 

Patna was 2G taels and Benares 10 taels per chest cheaper than 
in 1880. 

I hear ihat at least fonr-fiftbs of the native opium is smuggled, and its 
comparative cheapness will be sure to cause it to find a readier sale thah 
the Indian drug if the manufacturer succeeds in making it more palatable 
lo the Chinese taste. The last mode adopted is adulterating the native 
drug with a sort of slime produced by boiling down pig's skin. 

The following Table shows the principal imports, exclusive of opium, 
of which I have already treated, for the past three years :— 



. 


Pieces 


1879. 


1880. 


IWl. 


Shirtings, grey 


205,433- 


90,670 


74,381 


„ white 


»» •• 


23,202 


16,744 


15,100 


dyed 


»» • • 


10,835 


3,434 


50 


T-cloths .. ., .. 


•» •• 


141,161 


178,720 


74,200 


Drills, English 


If • • 


88,709 


22,800 


48,589 


„ American . •• 


f > ♦ • 


95,260 


59,838 


118,845 


Sheetings, English • • 


»$ 


12,975 


31,598 


14,945 


„ American •• .. 


ft 


71,597 


49,855 


33,075 


Chmtzes, &c. . 


»» • • 


12,246 


9.631 


3,482 


Turkey red cloths 


tt • • 


8,732 


14,914 


19,948 


Mahommedan red cloths 


»» • • 


3,915 


2,010 


3,538 


Muslins and kwns 


ft •• 


15,490 


3,584 


4,512 


Twills 


>» • • 


10,330 


6,990 


8,851 


Velvet and velveteens . 


i> • • 


3,044 


2,421 


3,948 


Cottonades «. 


ft •• 


15,635 


11,406 


9,074 


Handkerchiefs .. •• 


Dozens 


13,393 


13,170 


23,180 


Camlets, English 


Pieces 


2,640 


2,488 


3,163 


Lastings 


>i •• 


7,753 


9,621 


9,429 


. „ crape 


t» • • 


2,970 


2,153 


3,623 


Lustres and Orleans . • • . 


tt • • 


9,079 


3,450 


4,140 


Long ells . . 


i» •• 


1,518 


1,384 


780 


Spanish stripes 


>» • • 


548 


801 


712 


Cloth, broad and medium • . 


n •• 


200 


550 


16 


„ Russian 


i» • • 


1,370 


950 


695 


Iron, bar .. .. •• 


Piculs 


76,457 


32,870 


14,343 


„ nail-rod . 


>» • • 


27,249 


15,384 


9,063 


„ wire ., 


>> • • 


1,535 


1,567 


1,332 


„ hoops and old iron 


„ 


104,600 


68,045 


50,217 


Steel 


,, 


4,268 


431 


629 


Lead 


»y • • 


5,584 


2,209 


3,137 


Tin plates .. .. j 


Skbs 


1,120 


• • 
137 


1,519 


Copper sheathing • • 


Piculs 


V,181 


331 


444 


Bags 


Pieces »• 


373,060 


158,100 


312,227 
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Gross 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 


Brass buttons, foreign • 


14,552 


8,855 


7,900 


„ natire .. 


Piculs 


1,127 


785 


618 


Brass- ware .. 


if • • 


407 


676 


272 


qgcks 


Pieces 


2,736 


2,221 


1,759 


Dyes and colours 


Bottles 


28,638 


79,168 


110,038 


Fans 


Pieces 


616,639 


869,401 


784,950 


Grass-cloth, coarse 


Piculs 


798 


523 


435 


Lead, red •• 


♦» • • 


1,405 


• • 


, , 


„ yellow.. 


»> • • 


1,223 


231 


456 


,, white ., 


•» 


2,759 


2,649 


1,431 


Matches 


Gross 


21,579 


52,374 


66,954 


Medicines 


Piculs 


8,575 


5,311 


3,449 


Nankeens 


»> • • 


128 


1,196 


1,780 


Needles 


Mille 


121,485 


105,304 


161,425 


Oil, kerosene 


Gallons 


1,590 


6,445 


12,000 


Paper, 1st quality 


Piculs 


7.747 


5,192 


2,765 


„ 2nd quality 


»» • • 


6,546 


12,553 


6,339 


„ joss .. 


»> • • 


2,513 


1,485 


1,714 


Pepper^ black 


n • • 


1,435 


757 


1,011 


Preserves 


>> • • 


1,959 


4,406 


2,942 


Rice 


>» • • 


2,199 


277 


, , 


Sapan-wood .. .. 


>J • • 


15,536 


4,847 


4,051 


Seaweed 


*r • • 


28,525 


38,438 


19,876 


Silk piece-goods 


Pieces 


943 


868 


672 


Sugar, brown . 


Piculs 


91,117 


88,757 


74,418 


„ white 


ti • • 


16,820 


41,628 


25,880 


„ candy.. 


1* • • 


7,076 


9,271 


9,660 




*> • • 


6,629 


13,353 


6,184 


Wax, white .. 


»» • • 


257 


54 


222 



Cotton goods, takeu cue with another, show a slight decrease, viz., 
78,500 pieces as compared with the import of 1880. There was a very 
good market for English and American drills, especially the latter for 
Corea, but, on the other hand, the sale of T-cloths and shirtings fell off, 
the quality being said to be inferior to that of ibrraer years. Dyed shirt- 
ings did not retain their colour, and very few were sold. The market for 
sheetings was not good, as prices in Shanghae were too high to suit the 
purses of the Chinese here. 

Turkey red cloths are much appreciated, and the import has in two 
years more than doubled itself. Handkerchiefs show an increase of over 
10.000 dozen above last year's importation. Many new and gaudy patterns 
have been introduced, and as they are now made larger, and compara* 
tively cheaper than chintzes, they have to a great extent superseded the 
rise of the latter in makin^i^ garments for the rising Chinese generation. 

We have 1,162 pieces of woollen goods more than were imported in 
1880. Camlets and crape listings were cheaper than they used to be, 
and so found a ready sale. Lustres were in favour, as being more varied 
in colour. 

Prices of cotton and woollen goods at the beginning and end of the 
season are here given : — 
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Tls. c. 


Tls. c. 


Grey shirtings, 8i lbs. • • 


I 30 


1 42 


White shirtings, 60 reeds 




1 45 


2 02 


T-doths, 6 lbs. 




91 


1 21 


„ 7 lbs. 






1 17 


1 35 


Drills, EngUsh 






2 16 


I 60 


„ American 






3 20 


3 10 


Sheetings, American . 






2 88 


2 2-75 


English . 






2 00 


2 49 


Camlets 






9 70 


10 90 


Lastings 






9 00 


10 50 


Long ells 






5 75 


5 54 



Iron shows a falling-oflT. Theie was an excessive import in 1879> and 
at the beginning of last season there was a large stock on hand. 

Lead was in demand for Corea, and tin folates find favour, as the 
Chinese are attracted by the variety of colour seen in the oxydized tin. 

Of miscellaneous foreign imporis, we observe an increase in dyes on 
account of their cheapness, matches (especially " Fiirth's Vienna "), needles, 
which are sent in lar^e quantities to Corea, and kerosene oil, the import of 
which has nearly doubled itself in a year, as it is so much cheaper than it 
was. 

Among native imports, nankeens have found a fair market, as the 
Kaichow cotton crop having been damaged by heavy rains both last year 
and the year before, native cloth was not to the fore. 

The failure of many bean-cake hongs of long standing, and small banks, 
in the middle of the year, created a temporary panic, and consequently, 
as purchases had to be made in ready cash, the holders of sugar and silk 
piece-goods found it difficult to realize satisfactory rates. 

Exports. 

The principal exports for the past three years arc given in the Table 
below : — 





PicnU ... 


1879. 


1680. 


1881. 


Bctns 


1,853,4M 00 


2,120,819 00 


2,261,067 00 


Bean-cake 




1,800,623 00 


1,350,918 00 


1,448,318 00 


Bean-oU 




11,630 00 


26,936 00 


22,582 00 


Dccr-horas ^ ... „, 


Pairs 


690 


1,079 


854 




Piculs 


663 00 


1,068 00 


925 00 


OiDseng, natire 


» 


2,306 00 


2,533 to 


2,199 00 


„ Corean, Ut quality 


it •— 


99 00 


111 00 


' 171 00 


„ Vila , 

Meiiicinet 




67 65 


68 00 


28 88 


>* ••• 


1 66 


294 


164 


»> ... 


6,774 00 


10,769 00 


11,632 00 


Melon-seeds 


II ... 


16,191 00 


16,670 00 


15,826 00 


Prawns, dried 


II ••• 


4,797 00 


3,412 00 


7,226 00 


Samsliu 




11,369 00 


16,288 00 


16,865 00 


Silk, wild, raw „ ... 


1* ... 


61 00 


1,868 00 


935 00 


Skins, of all kinds 


Pieces ... 


17,665 


45,919 


10S|155 



Although the exports do not much exceed those of 1880, their value 
is for the first time in the annals of the port greater than that of the 
imports, and that by 1,023,694 taels. The harvest of peas was good, and 
prices were generally low. Bean-cake varied from 2*80 to 3 35 taels per 
10 piculs ; peas, from 2*30 to 2*72 taels per 300 catties ; and oil, from 
2*53 to 308 taels per 95 catties. Seven-ninths of the export of bean- 
pake went to Swatow, the r? §t going to Sh^tnghae, Anioy, and Foochow» 
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being probably destined for Formosan sugar plantations. Of peas, about 
three-fifths of the whole amount exported was shipped to Hong Kong, 
Amoy and Swatow together also taking fully as much. Most of the bean- 
oil was sbip|>ed to Amoy. The increase in the export of raw silk and 
skins of all kinds the last two years must be noticed. A good deal of 
silk was also exported in junks from the small ports do^n the coast during 
winter. 

Freights were better during October and November than they have 
been for years, and in one instance 43 cents per picul was obtained for a 
charter hence to Amoy. 

Shipping. 

Tiie first vessel of the season arrived on the 28 th March, and the last 
left on the 22nd November. On comparing the shipping with former 
years, one observes an increase in the number of British steamers^-and 
British tonnage now far exceeds the tonnage of all other nationalities put 
together — as may be seen by the following Table :— 



t 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 


' 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


British steamers 
„ saUers 


60 
81 


41,204 
29,512 


72 

72 


51,547 
25,172 


90 
70 


66,929 
24,227 




141 


70,716 


144 


76,719 


160 


91,156 


Foreign steamers • . 
„ sailers .. 


29 1 
184 f 


89,025 


{ I'Ji 


84,428 


{.a 


67,942 



Casualties, — The French barque ^' Solidor/' 241 tons, ran on the banks 
near Kaichow on her way from Tien-tsin hither, and arrived in a leaky 
condition, but was able to go to Shanghae in ballast to be docked and 
repaired. A Siamese barque, ** Kimyunglai,'* master, R. Kofoed, was 
wrecked near Basil Bay in Corea. Tlie crew, consisting of Chinese and 
Siamese, were well treated by the authorities, and sent to this port over- 
land. Some of them suffered from frost-bite, and one Siamese died on the 
way between Moukden and this port. 



(Signed) 
Newchwangi April 1, 1882. 



HERBERT J. ALLEN, Consul. 
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NIN^GPO. 

Report on the Trade ofNingpo during the Year 1881. 

The gross value of the trade of Nin.'^po during the year 1881, as 
shown by Customs statistics is, 13,593,064 Haikwan taels, e.qual at 
5*. 9rf. per tael to 8,908,006/. 18#. The following Table gives the 
comparative amounts of exports and imports during the three last 
years : — 





1879. 


1830. 


1881. 


Foreign imports 
Native import! 
Exports 


H. Taels. 
6,803,105 
1,715,773 
4,869,972 


H. Taels. 
5,981,239 
J, 628,728 
5,131,929 


H. Taels. 
7,233,289 
1,822,522 
4,537,223 


Total 


13,388,650 


12^41,896 


13,593,064 



It will be seen froib this that there is a large increase in foreign 
imports, a smaller one in native imports, but a slight decrease in exports. 

Foreign Imports. 

Opium, of course, heads the list. 9,146 c-.ests valued at 4,440,686 
Haikwau taels were imported in the 3'ear under review. The total is thus 
divided among the various descriptions of opium. 

Piculs. 
Malwa .. .. .. .. .. .. 7,548 

Patna •• .. .. •. .. .. 640 

Benares .. .. •• .. •• .. 948 

Persian .. .. .. •• •• .. '10 





Total 


.. 9,146 




The figures for 1880 are ;— 




Malwa .. 
Patna .. 
Benares •. 
Persian .. 


• • • • ■• •• 


Piculs. 

.. 5,889 

321 

492 

57 



Total 



6,769 



Thus an increase of about 40 per cent, is shown. The increase in the 
imports of Malwa is accounted for by the exportation on the part of the 
Chinese of a rise in the import and li kin duties on the drug. The 
off-take and consumption of opium also exhibits an increase, though this 
increase is not quite proportionate. One of the merchants of Ningpo 
estimates the consumption at 7,842 chests in 1881, against 6,097 in 1880. 
Patna and Benares opium are principally consumed in the Chia Hsing 
(Kashing) district, which, although in this province, gets most of its 
opium from Shanghae ; the li-kin duty levied by the Kiangsu officials, in 
addition to the Chekiang dues being counterbalanced by the smaller 
expense incurred for freight, and the increased chances of smuggling the 
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gfoodt past the tt^kin stations. The opium dealers of the Chia Hsing 
district are under a promise to take fifty chests of Bengal opium a-montb 
from Ningpo. The increase in the imports of Bengal opium leads us to 
infer that more of the drug is being sent up country in a legitimate 
manner, and that smuggling does not p^, or is being put down. 

The H'kin taxes on opium in the Ningpo, Huchow, and Chia Hsing 
districts are farmed by a wealthy consumer for the sum of 150,000 taels 
per annum. The importer, foreign or Chinese, gives the li-kin office 
notice of the clearance of every chest of opium, and the name of the buyer, 
from whom the duty is collected before the drug is allowed to go up 
country. The rate is at present 81*79 taels on a chest of Malwa, and 
34 taels on a chest of Bengal opium, the former being estimated to weigh 
93^ catties, and the latter a little over a picul of 100 catties or 133^ lbs. 
avoirdupois. The opium farmer is said to have collected 190,000 taels in 
1880, and 250,000 taels during 1881. He only pockets 28 per cent, of 
the surplus, the remainder going to the Governor of the province. 

It will be seen from the above that the provisions of the lllrd Article 
of the 3rd section of the Chefoo Convention are already carried into effect 
at Ningpo, except that the foreign importer, having to pay the Tariff duty 
at once, loses the benefit of depositing the opium in bond, and that there is 
no area exempt from li-kin^ The ratification of the Convention is 
therefore looked for v?ith much anxiety, though it is expected that the 
duties on opium will be raised when it is ratified. But what most excites 
the minds of the native dealers is the projected scheme of a Chinese 
Syndicate to be established in Hong Kong to buy up all the opium on its 
arrival from India, and to distribute it thence at their own price, and to 
have a full command and monopoly of the opium trade all over the 
Empire This Syndicate, if established, would only be an exclusion of the 
powerful Guild system, which at Ningpo, as elsewhere in China, robs the 
foreign importer of his trade and profits. The opium Guild at this port 
consists of natives of Chekiang and Fuhkien. The Guild merchants 
completely control the trade. At present they are on good terms with the 
foreign merchants, which means that the latter, being obedient to their 
behests, are allowed to sell the drug to customers of whom the Guild are 
pleased to approve ; but if a foreign merchant were to venture to withhold 
the name of his customer, or to sell his opium to any one against whom 
the Guild had a grudge, he would be promptly tabooed, and not a man in 
Ningpo would dare to buy a ball of opium from him. I see no hope of a 
better state of things. The large Indian houses are content to do business 
on these terms, and the smaller merchants and conmiission agents are not 
strong enough to fight the battle. At the same time, it is only fair to say 
that when any member of the g^uild is in difficulties, the others come to 
his assistance, and thus the foreign merchant seldom makes a bad debt. 
The Chinese authorities are, of course, delighted with a system by which 
their revenue is secured on tolerably easy terms, without the incessant 
smuggling, and its consequent disputes, lawsuits, fighting, and bloodshed, 
that a free and open trade in opium gives rise to, as we see at Canton, 
Foochow, and elsewhere. The ratification of the Chefoo Convention 
ought to give foreigners a certain amount of relief, as the Customs 
authorities would assuredly never keep the Guild informed of the names of 
the seller and buyer of each chest of opium, and thus the power of taboo 
would be to a great extent checked. 

During the year 1881 neither the provincial nor the local authorities 
have taken any measures interfering with the opium trade or the cultiva- 
tion of the poppy. I think that every one has been waiting to see what 
result the conferences of their Excellencies, the two Superintendents of 
Trade, with Her Majesty's Envoy will lead to. 

[673] G 
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Although the area of land deToted to the cultivation of thepoppy'has 
increased, yet the crop for this last year has been below the averag^e. It is 
estimated at something oyer 4,000 piculs. The manufacture of the native 
drug must certainly have a tendency to check the rate of increase^in'the 
importation of Indian opium, and I venture to predict that this tendency 
will be more marked in a year when the present ezceptionarreasons for 
such large imports do not exist. Szechuen opium, too, must be taken as a 
factor in estimating the total amount consumed in this district. The 
Customs statistics only give 65 piculs as the total import, but there is 
good reason to believe that many times this quantity are imported^by junk, 
a large proportion being smuggled. 

During the first three months of the year the demand for Malwa was 
steady and prices high, viz., 536 taels to 545 taels per picul. In May the 
price went down to 488 taels, but rose gradually till November, when it 
was 520 taels. The price of Bengal opium ranged from 435 taels to 
455 taels in January, February, and March. In May it went down to 
418 taels, but rose to 448 uels in the latter half of the year. The only 
quotations which I have for Persian opium are, one chest of medium 410 
taels, and one of good quality 488 taels. 

Cotton and Woollen Piece-goods, — The total number of pieces of 
cottons imported in 1881 was 645,587, against 536,729 imported in 1880, 
and 16,616 pieces of woollens, against 15,503. I append a comparative 
statement showing the quantities of each description of goods imported in 
these two years :— 







1880. 


1881. 


Cotton goods^ 






Shirtings- 








Grey \ 


Pieces .. 


297,330 


331,869 


White .. 


*» • • 


29.999 


35,031 


Dyed 


»» •• 


7,652 


51,936 


Brocades •• ., ,. 


» . • • 


900 


1,150 


T-cloths .. 


9f • • 


133,215 


140,750 


DrilU— 








English . . 


»» •• 


8,200 


9,624 


American .• .. ,. 


f> * * 


7,115 


7,720 


Jeans — 








English.. 


n •• 


23,120 


26,770 


American ,* 


»» •• 


2,190 


2,090 


Dutch .. 


» ** 


3,210 


960 


Sheetings^ — 








English.. 


»» *• 


390 


490 


American •• ., .. 


» • • 


2,445 


3,111 


Chintzes .. 


** •• 


5,710 


7,234 


Turkey reds 


$» •• 


3,698 


6,389 


Velvets .. 


** • • 


1,963 


1,790 


Velveteens,. 




180 


238 


Dimities .. 


i> • • 


• • 


430 


Muslins .. 


*» • • 


300 


1,130 


Canvas 


Bolts .. 


63 


129 


Handkerchiefs 


Dozens .. 


5,450 


6,923 


Cottonades 


Pieces .. 


470 


290 


Woollen goods — 








Camlets— 








English.. 


»> 


1,910 


1,991 


Dutch .. 


>» . . 


60 


50 


Lastings .. 


** • • 


1,170 


1,182 


Ditto, imitation 


9* •• 


1,530 


1,440 


Long ells .. 


** • • 


720 


720 


Spanish stripes 


>» •• 


2,052 


2,043 


Lustres .. .. ,, ,. 


9> • • 


6,042 


5»545 
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Pieces .. 
»> • • 
»> • • 


1880. 


1831. 


Woollen goods- 
Cloth— 

Medium, • 

Union . . 

Italian 

Woollens unclassed . . I 


927 

"460 
10 


911 . 
259 
1,172 
53 



It will be geen from the above that cotton goods, almost without ex- 
ception, show a favourable increase, thoufi^h the smaller and less iiiiportaui 
trade in woollens is almost stationary. It was thought a few years ago 
that the American fabrics, being stouter and less sized^ would supplant 
English cottons. The above Table does not seem to verify this idea. 
Prices have on the whole been low. Grey shirtings of inferior quality 
averaged during the year 1 dol. 80 c. to 1 dol. 85 c. per piece. Heavier 
qualities fetched about 8 dol. 10 c. per piece. The highest prices were 
realised in the first half of the year. In September and October the price 
was as low as I dol. 35 c. Common T-cloths were sold at I dol. 6 c. to 
1 dol. 15 c. Cloths of 8 to 8^ lbs. at 1 dol. 85 c. to I dol. 90 c; and 
best qualities at 2 dols. 10 c. to 2 dol. 85 c, the last named being the 
highest price in October. At the beginning of 1881 stocks of cotton 
goods were not heavy, and stocks of woollens very small. When the year 
closed there was a stock of cottons enough for three months' consumption 
still in hand, but the stock of woollens had fallen low. 

The trade in piece goods amounting annually to over 1 ,000,000 taels 
or nearly 800,000/., shirting ought to bring in a handsome commission to 
the foreign importer, but unfortunately foreigners have been completely 
shouldered out of the trade by the Piece Goods Guild and the 14- kin Office. 
The Piece Goods Guild owes its power very much to the malpractices of 
foreigners in days gone by. At one time the foreign con^mission agent 
would have goods sent to him for sale in Ningpo, which he would either 
sell on the spot or send up country to be sold at one of the inland marts, 
under the transit passes issued in accordance with the Regulations of the 
Treaty of Tein-tsin. The goods thus escaped native inland taxation. The 
Chinese dealers, seeing the advantage granted to foreigners, came for- 
ward ofTering to pay the foreigner a small sum if he would take out transit 
passes in his own name on goods belonging to them. Some were suspected 
by this easy method of making money, and the Chinese dealers thereupon, 
'instead of buying their goods at Ningpo, imported them from Shanghae, 
just paying a foreigner so much to pass them through the Custom-house. 
Afterwards it was decided that the ownership of the goods was unimportant, 
the foreign origin of the goods being the sole thing to be considered. This 
threw more power into the hands of the Guild, who now completely control 
the trade. The Piece Goods Guild is not in the habit of tabooing foreign 
firms, or, in fact, of committing ^ny illegal practices whatever. They are 
so strong that such proceedings are unnecessary. The fisict simply remains 
that every foreigner who has imported a single bale has found it unsaleable, 
except to a member of the Guild at the Guild's own price. No one else 
comes forward to bid, and any customer to whom the merchant may offer 
it declines to buy. The great strength of the Guild lies in its arrangement 
with the Li'kin Office. The Guild pays the Li-kin Office (I quote from a 
Report by Mr. Commissioner Drew), monthly the sum of 1,000 strirgs of 
cash, or 585 taels, as a commutation for all import li-kin on cottons and 
125 taels as commutation on woollens. Li-kin is levied whether the goods 
go into consumption at Ningpo, or are sent inland. There is another duty 
[678] 2 
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levied m the interior called the << Lo Ti Chiian/' which has aho heen com- 
muted by the Gaild by the payment of 614 taels a-month on woollens and 
cottons alike. The Guild recoups itself for these payments by levying an 
assessment of so many cash on each piece of cloth imported. The amount 
is about 70 cash ou a piece of grey shirting. The Guild knows the name 
of every importer and the amount which he imports, so that there can be 
no evasion. ' We see from this the difficulties that beset a foreigner who 
would venture to -compete with a Chinese merchant. The latter having 
once taken out a transit pass, and settled with the Guild, can send his goods 
all over the province without let or hindrance. The foreigner may resist 
or pay the li-kin duty in Ningpo, may take out a transit pass covering the 
goods to some inland market ; but when once the goods were disposed of 
there to some native buyer^ the latter, not being under the protection of the 
Guild, would be mulcted of the ** Lo Ti Chuan " duty, which would act as 
a salutary warning to him not to deal wiih foreigners again. Besides this, 
each member of the Guild at Ningpo has an agent at Shanghae, a member 
of the Piece Goods Guild there, to keep watch and see whether any out- 
sider from Ningpo tries to buy on the Shanghae market without the know- 
ledge of his fellow townsmen. 

There are only two redeeming features in this aspect of affairs. One 
is that the existence of the Guilds doubtless stunulates the trade to the 
benefit of the Lancashire and Massachusetts manufacturer. The other is 
that in any case the proximity of Shanghae would induce the majority of 
purchasers to buy there rather than in Ningpo. A steamer leaves each 
end of the line at 4 p.m., arriving at the other end the following morning 
at daylights This enables the Ningpo merchant to run up to Shanghae, 
take his pick out of perhaps 100 samples, and be back again at his business 
the following day. Tiie same story comes from the river ports, and from 
Chefoo and Tien-tsin. The native merchants will not buy from foreigners 
at the outports. The larger market of Shanghae, with its chance of 
picking up a bargain at the auction sales there, is more attractive. 

J\^etals*'-^The various kinds of metal all show a satisfactory increase 
in their imports during the three last years, as will be seen from the fol- 
lowing Table: — 



Iron, nail, rod. bar, &c. 

Lead 

Tin 

Steel . . 



1879. 



Piculs. 
37,331 

9.107 
13,839 

2,401 



1880. 



Piculs. 
29^486 

9,520 
15,052 

2,108 



1881. 



Piculf. 
48,493 

9,649 
21,089 

2,803 



It will be seen from this that tin is the most important metal in Ningpo 
taking value as the first of importance, as the value of the tin imported in 
1881 amounted to about 475,000 taels, that of the iron being about 
120,000 taels, and lead 48,000 taels. Lead is, of course, mainly used for 
the lining of tea chests. About half the quantity of metals imported is 
sent up country under transit passes, there being no interference with the 
trade of foreigners in metals 

Miscellaneous. — A few other articles of import call for a short notice. 
The imports of foreign sugar compared to native are in quantity as 12 to 
10; but the total amounts have fallen off considerably during the last few 
years, the figures for 1 879, 1880, and 1881, being respectively 40,283 piculs, 
1^,310 piculs, and 15,596 piculs. 

Mangrove bark is imported in large quantities from the Straits Settle- 
ments. It is used for the tanning of sails and fish-nets by the natives of 
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the sea-board. The other articles of Straits produce in demand are pepper, 
of which 1,000 piculs were imported; sandal, ebony, and sapan wood; 
edibles, such as beche de mer and binls'-nests; betel-nuts, and indigo. Of 
the last named nearly 7,000 piculs were imported during 1881, Japan 
sends ginseng, dried prawns, and edible seaweed, the last being the only 
important item. The amount imported in the year under review, was 
7,872 piculs against 6,848 piculs in 1880. 

The taste for European luxuries and commodities increases as these 
things become better known. I append a Table showing the comparative 
amounts of some of these imported in the last three years : — 





Gross 
MiUe .. 
Boxes . . 
Gallons .. 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 


Matches . 

Needles 

Window glass 
Kerosine oil 


105,097 

2,401 
774,128 


119,402 

2,830 
871,820 


121,370 
1,450 
2,753 

756,191 



In matches Japan is coming forward to compete with England, Germany, 
and Sweden. 

Native Imports. 

The native imports of 1881 may be dismissed with a very few remarks, 
as they are of little interest to foreigners, except as articles to be carried 
in foreign bottoms. Medicines, estimated at 388,343. taels, form by far 
the most valuable item. I am informed that Hankow is the place whence 
the largest quantity comes. From the southern ports have been brought 
tobacco to the value of 154,000 taels; sugar worth 78,000 taels ; lungn- 
gans and lungngan pulp, worth 116,000 taels: indigo and other sundries. 
The river ports send in addition to medicine, lily flowers for the scenting of 
tea, paper, wood oil, worth 88,000 taels; white wax, safflower, and vegetable 
tallow, to say nothing of the Szechuen opium, which reaches us \\k Hankow 
and the. Yangtze. The imports from the northern ports are confined to 
42,101 piculs of bean-cake, worth 39,000 taels, and some Shantung 
Pongee silks. Formosa sent some Kelung coal and ca^nphor. With the 
exception of some of the coal, I believe that every pound of native im- 
ports was in the hands of Chinese merchants. 

Exports. 

Green tea forms the principal article of export from Ningpo. The 
figures for the three last years are :— 

Piculs. 

1879 .. 127,821 

1880 .. .. .. .. .. ,. 147,651 

'1881 160,971 

The inference from the above is that prices during the years under 
review have been profitable to the producer, and the crop an unusually 
large one. Ningpo is the principal outlet for the teas of the Fychow 
(Huai-chow) district, which Ues in An-Huei, and the only outlet for those 
of the Fingsuey (Ping Shui) district in the Chekiang Province. The total 
amount for the year b thus divided : — 

Piculs. 
Fjrchow .. •• . .. .. .. 90,449 

Pingsuey .. •• .. .. .. .. 70,347 

Wenchow .. .. .. .. .. .. 175 



Total 



.. 160,971 
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A great deal of the Fychow tea finds its way to a foreign market by 
way of the river ports, and the Treaty port of Wenchow is now, of course, 
the place of shipment for Winchow teas. None of the tea comes into 
foreign hands until it reaches Shanghae. It would, therefore, only lead to 
error if I were to give the prices during the year. I had better request a 
reference to the Reports of Her Majesty's Consul at Shanghae. Nearly 
all the green tea exported from Nin<;po is intended for the American 
market, which is rather a comfort to English residents here, for the pro- 
cess of preparing the tea is so unsavoury, that any one who has witnessed 
it has no desire to drink the infusion ever after. The leaf comes down 
from the country only sun dried. It is taken to the varipus tea-firing 
establishments, and is there fired and coloured with Prussian blue and 
fypsum by coolies, who not being burdened with much clothing, become 
;it the end of the days* work the colour of colliers. They may be seen 
'iny summer evenmg washing the dirt off in the stagnant canals and ditches 
vhich adjoin the tea warehouses. The tea is sorted and made up into the 
various grades by which green tea is distinguished. The crop of I SSI 
was divided as follows : — 



Young Hyson 
Hyson • • 
Hyson skin • • 
Twankey . . 
Imperial 



Picalfl. 
32,198 
25,502 
15 
335 
14,355 



Gunpowder . • . . • • . • . . . . 88,566 

Total. .. .. .. .. .. 160,970 

The amount of black congou imported in 1881 was only 684 piculs 
against 4,017 piculs in 1880, and the amount of leaf tea was 1,06*2 piculs 
against 1,164 piculs. 

The export of raw silk is not as large as we might expect, considering 
that part of the Chekiang province produces the finest silk in the world. 
But the fact is that the great silk-producing districts lie in the north of the 
provinces whence communication with Shanghae, the direct port of ship- 
ment for Europe and America, is easier than it is with Ninprpo. The 
export for 1 88 1 only amounted to 2 1 7 piculs, which would be thought at 
Shanghae a small amount for one mail steamer to carry. Silk piece goods 
to the amount of 87 piculs, valued at 55,536 taels, were also exported. 
Under this head I may mention that Ningpo is famous for its silk em- 
broideries. Many articles are very tasteful, and would probably suit 
European markets. 

The trade in hats made from the rushes grown in the marshes of this 
district, is a considerable and annually increasing one During the three 
last years the following numbers were exported : — 

• • Pieces. 

1879 ,. .. .. .. .. .. 4,053,862 

1880 .. .. •• .. .. .. 6,653,980 

1881 •. .. ,. ,, ,. ., 7,661,324 

These hats, which can be bought in Europe for little more than a penny 
a*piece, have been for some time in use among the peasants on the Conti- 
nent, and latterly there has been a considerable demand for them in 
America. 

The rush is also largely manufactured into mats, of which 1,137,110 
pieces were exported during 1881, but I doubt whether any of these left 
China. 

Our other articles of export are almost entirely intended for native 
consumption in other parts of China. 
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Cotton sliowB a falling off from 31,111 piculs exported in 1880 to 
9,857 piculs exported in 1881. This is accounted for by the damage 
occasioned to the crops by the storms of wind and rain in July, just as the 
pods were ripe and the cotton ready for picking. The good cotton harvest 
in the Hupei Province, had also a depressing effect on the export of cotton 
from Ningpo. Cotton is one of the most important crops in this part of 
China. The area devoted to it is perhaps second only to the area occupied 
by the rice crops, but the cotton is mainly consumed in the districts where 
it grows, the cloth made from it competing with the coarser kinds of 
Manchester grey goods. As far as I can judge, the quality of the raw 
cotton is not first class, the fibre being very short. 

The cuttle-fish fishery is one of the busiest industries of this district. 
The spring is the fishing season, when I am told the waters among the 
Chusan Archipelago are full of immense shoals of the fish. "Most of the 
cuttle-fish are sent to the river ports. They are preserved in ice, of which 
great quantities are collected during the winter months, and stored in ice 
houses on the banks of the Yung River. 

Samshu, or native wine, calls for a short remark. The wine made 
from rice at Shaohsing within this circuit, is, par excellence, the wine of 
China, just as the wine of Xeres is the wine of Spain, and the wine of 
Oporto that of Portugal. 13,161 piculs were exported in 1881 against 
9,145 piculs in 1880. Canton is the great market for it. A good-sized 
American barque was chartered about four months ago to carry a complete 
cargo thither. Even the best Shaohsing wine is wonderfully cheap, cer- 
tainly less than 2«. a gallon. It is weak, but by no means unpalateable. 
It is not unlike sherry and water, with a slight flavour of almonds. 

The export of medicines, principally vegetable products, amounted 
during the year 1881 to 40,31 li piculs, valued at 273,231 taels. I hope 
to have an opportunity of collecting many of these, and submitting them 
to the Director of Kew Gardens. The best descriptions of the various 
kinds exported from here are to be found in Mr. Commissioner Bowra's 
Report for 1869, and Mr. Commissioner Moorhead's Report for 1880. 

Shipping. 

Five-sixths of the trade of Ningpo is carried on in the daily steamers 
running between this and Shanghae. The " China Merchants' Company '* 
(Chinese), and the " China Navigation Company '* (British), send each a 
steamer on alternate days, omitting Sundays, the first named running a 
steamer of over 1,000 tons, and the latter one of 600 tons. The Chinese 
passenger traffic is, perhaps, of even more importance than the freight, as 
an average of 400 passengers is carried on each trip of the steamer, and, on 
some occasions, as many as 1,000 passengers or more. 67,140 passengers 
arrived, and 73,067 departed, in 1881. The fare to or from Shanghae is 
1 dollar. 

The *• China Merchants' Company" have also a small steamer running 
between Shanghae and Wenchow, which calls at Ningpo on her way up 
and down. Besides this, an English or German steamer calls once a- 
month on her voyage from Hong Kong to Shanghae. Small sailing 
coasting- vessels visit us from time to time with mangrove bark from the 
Straits Settlements, sugar from the southern ports, and coal from Formosa. 
Then a great deal of freight is carried by lorchas running between Ningpo, 
Shanghae, and the river ports. These vessels^ being under 1 50 tons 
register, are only charged tonnage dues at the rate of 1 mace (the tenth 
part of a tael), instead of 4 mace per ton. I have no moral doubt that 
roost of these are Chinese owned, and fly a foreign flag to evade payment 
of native dues. These lorchas bring all the kerosine oil and matches im* 
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ported into Ningpo, the steamers declining such cargo as dangerous. They 
a so carry quantities of the heavier and less valuable goods, such as coaly 
iron, gypsum, and the like, in which delay is not of much importance. 

Freight by steamer to or from Shanghae is 2 dollars per ton of 
40 cubic feet on measurement cargo. On dead weight the rate varies 
from 1 dol. 60 c. to 3 dol. 20 c. per ton of 20 cwt« Opium is charged 
2 dollars a chest, and piece goods 75 cents per bale. Lorchas charge 
about 5 cents a picul, equal 80 cents a ton. Freight between Ningpo 
and Hong Kong is 6 dollars a ton. There is no through rate between 
Europe or America and Ningpo. 

There has been a report prevailing during the year that a third line of 
steamers was about to ran between Ningpo and Shanghae, but as yet this 
prediction has not been fulfilled. 

In Table (C) attached to 'this Report I have given a Return of British 
and foreign Shipping. The tonnage of the latter is thus dividided : — 

Tons. 

Chinese .. .. .. •• •• •• ' 431,309 

American •• •• «• •• •• .. 6,920 

German .. .. .. .. .. •. 7,102 

French •• .. .. •• .. •• 452 

Danish .. .. .. .. •. .• 710 

Spaniflh .. .. .. .» .. .. 2,856 

Total .. .. .. .. •• 449,349 

■ Storms were unusually prevalent last year and consequently several 
casualties occured. The British barque " Aberdonian *' was lost with 
nearly all hands near Pootoo ; the American schooner *^ Annie S. Hale *' 
was wrecked near the Hei-shan Islands ; the British barque " Crunca " was 
dismasted in the Kintang Channel ; and the Danish schooner Nadeshda " 
was brought in disabled from the Blackwall passage. In all these 
instances, as I have already reported, the Chinese authorities rendered 
kind and willing help. 

The masters of the steamers plying to this port complain frequently of 
the junks blocking up the fair way at Chin-hai at the mouth of the river. 
Several collisions have occured there, fortunately all without loss of life or 
much material damage on either side. This Consulate lias not had a 
single maritime case to settle during the year, nor has a Naval Court been 
held during the same period. 

The lights, buoys, and beacons of this district are in good order, and 
are quite effective. Lighthouses are to be built for the first time on Steep 
Island and Bonham Island. Though these places are within the control 
of the Ningpo Customs authorities, the establishment of lights there will 
affect the Shanghae shipping trade more than that of Ningpo, as the direct 
route from Hong Kong to Shanghae passes by these two islands. Con- 
sequently the new lighthouses will be an immense boon to the numerous 
vessels on that track. 

Customs Revenue. \ 
The duties paid in 1881 were the following : — 

Import • • • • • • • » 

Export .. .. •« •• 

Coast trade •• 
Tonnage .. 

Traosit .... •• 

Total .. 



H. Taelfl m. c 

267,519 7 5 

450^886 7 3 

27,735 1 9 

3,424 3 4 

15,074 7 1 


c. 
6 
2 
6 
6 
8 


764,640 7 4 
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The total for 1880 was 677,399 U 4 no. 4 c. 2 c, and for 1879, 
657,215 t. 8 m. 1 c. 2 c. The Customs officials estimate they received 
revenue during 1881 from the various nationalities in the following 
proportion :— 

Per cent. 

British •• .. .. ,, .. .. 37-46 

American •• .. .. .. .. .• 1'80 

German .. .. .. .. .. .. 0*98 

> French .. .. .. •• .. .. 06 

Danish .. .. ;. •• .« .. 0*05 

Spanish .. ., .. .. .. .. 0*45 

Chinese •• .. .. .. .. .. 59*20 

The item of transit dues is the only one that calls for an extended 
notice. Shao Hsing, Ch*u Chou, and Ch'ii Chou in this^province, and 
Huei Chou in the An Huei Province are the principal towns supplied with 
foreign goods from Ningpo. They take cotton and woollen piece goods 
sent up country, as I mentioned hefore, solely by the Piece Goods Guild, 
and n\etals, kerosine oil, coal, sugar, seaweed, and sundries sent up by 
foreign and Chinese dealers alike, under a system which I would fain hope 
was peculiar to Ningpo alone. The goods which go up country are, in 
violation of the Treaty of Tien-tsin, subject to the fi-kin dues at Ningpo, 
as well as to the transit dues levied by the custom-house. I have no 
hesitation in saying that a large proportion of the transit passes taken out 
by foreigners are to cover goods, which have never been in those foreigners 
possession. The inducement which Chinese have to buy transit passes 
from foreigners rather than to take them out themselves is this. The 
li-kin authorities make a return of 60 per cent, on all li-kin dues paid by 
foreigners, so that it is profitable for the Chinese merchants to hire a 
foreigner to take out transit and ^i-Artn passes in his own name on their 
account. The result is that foreign goods of all description (except 
opium) have to bear imposts which it was never intended they should bear 
when the Treaty of Tien-tsin was signed. If the Consul should apply for 
redress, he would find himself silenced by this retort from the Chinese 
authorities : " You cannot show us an instance in which a British 
merchant has sent goods, bond fide his own property, into the interior, 
and has been charged the Ji-lcin on them." I think that if the experiment 
were tried of a shipment of goods up country, covered by transit pass 
only, the Li-kin Office being utterly ignored, thQ goods would probably 
be detained at the first barrier until inquiries had heed made, after 
which they would probably go to their destination without further 
interference. 

The transit dues for 1881 have been paid by the various nationalities 
in this proportion : — 

Per cent. 
British •• •• •• •• .. .. 7*41 

American .. •• #. •• •• •• 17*50 

German •• •• •• •• •• •• 0'08 

Chinese •• •• - •• •• .. .. 75*01 

Silk is the only article which comes down to Ningpo under outward 
transit pass. I am informed that the lUkin duty on tea is absolutely less 
than the transit duty. 

General Remabks. 

The year 1881 has been imeventful. Trade has been unusually 
prosperous, and the harvest on the whole satisfactory. The health of the 
foreign community has been good, and no litigation either among 
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foreigners or with the Chinese has troubled us. The Chinese population 
in this Prefecture have heen quiet, but in the Prefecture of T'aichou 
within this circuit, there has been a small revolt, which is still unquelled. 
The leader of it, Huang Chin-man, used to be a guide for travellers in 
that part of the Chekiang Province. He has succeeded in collectinsr a 
band composed principally of fishermen, and with their assistance he has 
managed to keep up a running fight for the last six months. He caught 
the Commander of one of the Chinese gun-boats in an ambuscade and cut 
his head off. He is now supposed to be hiding among the hill fastnesses, 
where the peasants, who look upon him as a popular hero of the Robin 
Hood type, keep him informed of all the movements of his opponents. 

There have been several changes among the penonnel of the officials, 
both native afld foreign. The most important change has been that of the 
Governor of the Province, His Excellency T'an Chung Nu has been 
appointed Governor- General of Shensi and Kansuh, and has been 
succeeded by Ch*en Shih Chieh, lately Provincial Treasurer of Fuhkein. 
Mr. Cooper gave over charge of this Consulate to me in June last; and in 
September Dr. £. C. Lord, who has been in charge of the United "States' 
Consulate for some years past, was succeeded by Mr. Edwin Stevens, of 
Philadelphia. 

My intercourse with the Chinese authorities, the Custom-house, and my 
colleagues, has been all that I could desire. The present Intendant or 
Tavtai of Ningpo is a Manchu, and every one who knows bim will bear 
me out in testifying to his courtesy and kindness in all matters affecting 
foreigners. 

In the month of December part of the Detached Squadron, with their 
Royal Highnesses Prince Albert Victor and Prince George visited Ningpo, 
and were courteously treated by the Chinese officials. 

I have little to add to my former remarks bearing on the future com- 
mercial prosperity of Ningpo. I think that Ningpo will always form an 
important market for foreign goods, but until a firm determination has 
been shown to put down the monopolies of the Guilds, no foreign importer 
can make anv profit After this, if a stop were put to the practices of the 
dealer, who aoes not scruple to declare himself to be the owner of goods 
which he never even saw, then the legitimate importer would have a chance 
of selling his goods free of /t-Arui, and of sending them up country under 
no further restriction than that of the transit pass. 

I fear that the prospects for the exporter from Ningpo are not much 
brighter than those of the importer. If the foreign firms would get up a 
competition among themselves, they would doubtless persuade the teamen 
to sell them the tea, but at present the latter say, with perfect truth : *' It 
is not worth our while to open our chests to show you the tea which you 
may possibly refuse to buy after all. We prefer to ship it to Shanghae, 
where we can easily find a dozen buyers." 

The silk trade of Ningpo is but insignificant, nor do I know of any 
other natural product or manufacture which would be likely to find a 
market in Europe, except such unimportant articles as* the Ningpo inlaid 
furniture and carvings, which are often very handsome, and the silk 
embroideries, to which I have called attention above. 'J'he country round 
Ningpo is well wooded, and it is not impossible that a market may be 
found for some descriptions of the timber. Box-wood, though not much 
used as an article of commeite, is reasonably plentiful, especially in gardens, 
where it is planted as an ornamental tree. It grows to a height of about 
12 or 14 feet, but probably if the Chinese knew that there was a demand 
for it, they would cultivate larger growths. I hope to send some specimens 
of Ningpo box and other woods to Kew Gardens. 

Foreign science, with the exception of gunnery, as exemplified in the 
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armament of the forts at the mouth of the river, has not made much 
impression on Ningpo. The submarine cible and the land lines have both 
alike left us on one side, though there is little doubt that in a year or so 
we shall have telegraphic communication with Loochow and Shang;hae« A 
short telegraphic line has been set up on the foreign Settlement for police 
purposes, and a few mouths ago the Intendant gave orders that this line 
should be extended to his own office, and that a telephone should be con- 
structed by which he might communicate with the other officials in the city. 
Unfortunately, the expense of these constructions deterred him at the last 
moment Where foreign engineering skill is most required is in the 
improvement of the canals. A network of these surrounds the city on all 
sides, and even where there is river communication, artlfical canals in 
many places run parallel to the rivers, giving boatmen the choice of two 
water-ways. The canals are on a higher level than the river, and boats, 
in order to pass from the river into the canal, have to be hauled up mud- 
covered slopes in places as much as 15 feet high. Windlasses of the 
roughest description, turned by manual power, and wasting an immense 
amount of force in useless friction, are the means employed in this neigh- 
bourhood to drag boats over these ^ haul overs." Near Hang-chow I am 
told that water buffaloes take the place of windlasses. Locks, after the 
European fashion, would save an endless amount of time, expense, and 
wear and tear of boats. 

The only native engrineering work of any value which I have noticed 
in this vicinity is a stone causeway built across the entrance of a valley 
20 miles from this, which turns all the waters of a good-sized stream 
into a canal, instead of allowing them to go to waste in the river. 

I am indebted to Mr. Klimwachter, the Commissioner of Customs, for 
access to his Statistical Tables, and to several resident merchants for much 
of the information contained in this Report. 

(Signed) CLEIVIENT F. R. ALLEN, Cornui. 
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( A«)^R£TDRN of the Trade of the Port of Niogpo in Foreign Vessels for 

the Year 188L 



No. 1. — Total Trade of the Port in Foreign Vessels (excluding 

Treasure). 

£ «. d. 
Imports •• •• •• •• 2,510^591 12 9 

Exports .. •• •• •• 1,315,839 15 6 



Total 



3,826,231 8 3 



No. 2. — Import and Export of Treasure. 





Imports. 


Exports. 


Total. 


To and from fordgn ports . 
To and from natiye ports . . 


£ 9. d. 

Nil 
406,746 1 9 


£ ». d, 

731,903 8 3 


£ M. d. 

Nil 
1,138,649 10 


Total.. 


406,746 1 9 


731,903 8 3 


1,138»649 10 



No. 8.— Direct Trade with Foreign Countries (excludmg Treasure).* 

£ «. d. 
Imports .. .. •• •• .. 91,616 9 6 

Exports •• •. •. •. .. 4,600 11 6 

Total.. .. ,. • .. 96,217 1 

* With Hong Koog, Straits Settlements, and Siam only. 



No. 4. — Trade with other Treaty Ports (excluding Treasure). 

£ «. d. 
Imports ;. «• .. .. 2,418,775 3 3 

Exports .. •• •• .. 1,311,239 4 



Total 



3,730,014 7 3 



Nor 5.— Return distinguishing the respective Amounts of Foreign and 
Native Trade in Foreign Vessels with other Treaty Ports, without dis- 
tinction of Flag, forming the Totals of No. 4. 





Imports. 


Exports. 


Total. 


Foreign . . . . 
Kative 


£ «. d. 

1.923,284 14 6 

495,490 8 9 


£ t. d. 
1,311,239 4 


£ «. d. 
1,923,284 14 6 
1,806,729 12 9 


Total 


2,418,775 3 3 


1,311,239 4 


3,730,014 7 3 



CLEMENT F. R. ALLEN, Comul. 
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(B.)— Rbturn of British Trade for the Year 1881 at the Port of 

Ningpo. 



No. 1. — Valub of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure)* under any Flag. 

£ 1. d. 
Imports .. •• •• «. •• 91,616 9 6 

Exports •• •• •• •• •• 2>963' 5 3 

Total.. .. .. .. 94,579 14 9 

* This Eletoni should include the trade with Hong Kong. 



No. 2. >» Value of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure) under any Flag. 





Imports. 


Exports. 


TotaL 


British Ides .. 
Hong Kong 
India . . • • 
Other British Dependencies 


£ ». d. 

Nil 

87,362 12 6 

Nil 
4,253 17 


£ ». d. 
Nil 
165 6 
Nil 
2,798 4 9 


£ M. d. 

Nil 

87,527 13 

Nil 

7,052 1 9 


Total .. 


91,616 9 6 


2>963 5 3 


94.579 14 9 



No. 3.— Return of Trade under British Flag with other Treaty Ports. 

£ 1. d. 
Imports •• •• •• .. 1,032,835 19 9 

Exports.* •. .. .. .. 459,392 16 



Total 



1,492,228 15 9 



[Customs' estimate.] 



No. 4.— -Return of Value of Imports of British, Indian, or Colonial 
origin (excluding Treasure) from other Treaty Ports, carried under 
any Flag. 

£ »• d. 
Valae of imports •• •• •• 1,885,410 1 

[Rough estimate.] 



No. 5.— Return of Exports destined for Great Britain, India, or the 

Colonies, carried to other Treaty Ports under any Flag. 

[No Return. Impossible to distinguish.] 



No, 6. — Return of Import and Export of Treasure from and to Great 

Britain and British Dependencies. 

[No Return.] 

(Signed) CLEMENT F. R. ALLEN, Cbnnc/. 
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PAKHOI. 

Report on the Trade ofPaJchoiin 1881. 

Ik 1881 the port of Pakhoi entered on the fifth year of its existence, 
ind we might fairly expect to find in the statistics of its trade evidence on 
which to augur ill or well of its future. Opened to foreign commerce in 
April 1877, the immediate results as tabulated at the end of th$it year 
were meagre, the gross trade amounting only to a trifle over 4,000/. The 
following year was even more inauspicious, the business done being abso- 
lutely nil. In 1879 foreign steamers began visiting the port, and ;;ave the 
first impetus to a trade which since then may be considered as being fairly 
under weigh, and which has, with ceirtain reservations, continued to increase 
in a satisfactory ratio. 

At the end of this Report will be found General Tables of imports and 
exports. Here I append a comparative statement of the gross values of 
the trade of Pakhoi since its opening. 

Gross Values of the Tiade of Pakhoi, 1877-81. 

£ 

1877 4,319 

1878 .. .. .. .. .. .. Nil 

1879 93.787 

1880 496,640 

1881 .. .. .. .. .. .. 510,422 

The figures for the last three years will, however, have more signifi- 
cance if the amount contributed by opium be considered apart, as set foith 
in the Table below : — 



Proportion of Opium to other goods, 187S 


1-81. 




1879. 


1880. 


1881. 


Opimn 
Other goods 


£ 
45,817 
47.970 


£ 
160,341 
336,299 


£ 
117.259 
393,163 



From this it appears that though there was not in 1881 a repetition of 
the extraordinary upward leap of 1880, still there is recorded an increase 
of about 1 7 per cent, in the value of general goods exported and imported. 

It must be understood that these figures refer solely to the goods which 
pay duty at the Imperial Maritime Customs, and it is from the Returns 
issued by that Office, obligingly placed at* my disposition in advance of 
publication by the Commissioner, that the above and following statistics are 
taken. From more than one point of view, however, the port of Pakhoi 
has mercantile peculiarities which render the Customs Returns, though the 
only available data, no true criterion of the actual trade of the place, 
whether in foreign goods imported, or in native produce exported to foreign 
countries. The native shipping is celebrated for its seaworthiness and 
large carrying powers, and the native ship-owners form a coalition strong 
enough to compete with no mean success against the superior advantages 
of carriage by steamer. In 1877, the year in which Pakhoi was opened to 
foreign trade, Mr. McKean, the Commissioner of Customs, estimated the 
import and export in native junks to and from Maoao at not less than 
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2>000,000 taels— gay, 576,667/.— per annum. Though the increase in 
steamer traffic has doubtless considerably diminished, the annual total still, 
taking into account the natural growth of trade during the five years which 
have elapsed, and also the advantages which the provincial Customs officials 
see fit to grant for their own reasons to traders in native bottoms. I am 
inclined to the belief that the addition of 200,000/. to the gross value of 
the trade for 1881, mentioned in my first Tabie> would not result in over- 
stating the case. 

In the matter of opium alone there has been a falling-off of 43,082/., 
or more than 25 per cent., in the value of the article as imported through 
the Foreign Customs. This diminution does not imply that the total 
importation is any the less, but merely that a larger proportion than before 
has found its way to the port in junks. The provincial Customs authori- 
ties have done all in their power to promote the carriage of opium in 
jimks, and to discourage its importation in steamers, and with this end in 
view they have, during the past year, made large reductions in their Tariff 
of charges. Thus, opium imported from Macao pays duty at Ma-lau 
Chow, an island in the immediate neighbourhood of the Portuguese settle- 
ment. The tax leviable there has just been reduced by 12 taels per chest. 
In Pakhoi itself there are three native offices which claim dues from opium 
— the Native Customs, the Li-kin (" War-tax ") Office, and the Hai-fang 
('* Coast Defence") Office. These three have simultaneously reduced 
their charges by 15 per cent. There is, therefore, a considerable saving 
to be effected by importers of opium in native craft over those who avail 
themselves of foreign steamers, and accordingly a continually increasing 
proportion of the total import is diverted from the Foreign Customs, and 
finds no place in their Returns. I have here only referred to opium, being 
the article of most individual importance, but I have no doubt that the 
tactics of the native revenue collectors would be found to extend to other 
imports as well. The adoption of such expedients, seemingly so opposed 
to the Imperial interests, may be explained by a statement of the peculiar 
position occupied by the Province of Kuangtung as regards the collection 
of Customs revenue. This function is farmed by the Emperor to a 
specially -deputed Superintendent, residing at Canton, known to foreigners 
as the Hoppo, He contracts to supply Peking with a certain sum per 
annum, and, as has always been the case with fermiers generattx, is left 
to collect pretty much as he pleases that amount and as much more as he 
conveniently can. The interest of the Central Government in his pro- 
ceedings lapses with the payment of the sum specified. The foreign Com- 
missioner of Customs is (like the native Customs authorities) a subordinate 
of the Hoppo, but whereas the revenue collected by the foreign official is 
strictly accounted for, and must be remitted to Peking in its entirety, the 
sums contributed by the Hoppo*s native employes pass through Canton, 
and the integrity of the amount is less assured. It is therefore to the 
interest of the Hoppo and of his native subordinates that as much trade 
as practicable should flow their way, and as little as possible the way of 
the Imperial Customs. In this field local and Imperial interests are 
antagonistic, and if the latter suffer, who is to complain ? We are here on 
the outskirts of the Empire, and il is a " far cry " to Peking. After all, the 
Central Government, perhaps, considers the loss scarcely important enough 
to warrant interference, and the principal loser is the foreign ship-owner, 
who does not gain his freight, or the foreign merchant whose business with 
the native trader, and consequent brokerage, are proportionately curtailed. 

Foreign trade by foreign merchants is certainly at a disadvantage in 
Pakhoi. Only one firm has attempted to gain a footing here, and has had 
to struggle single-handed against the organized opposition of native traders 
backed by the above-mentioned tactics of native officials. Pakhoi came 
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into eiistencd as an open port just at tbe time when native traders all over 
China were b^inning to rivals with a certain amount of suocess» the foreign 
merchant on the ground which had long been peculiarly his own, and 
which he had probably come to consider his by prescriptive r^ht. The 
China Merchants' Steam Navigation Company's steam fleet was established 
by this time on a firm and thriving basis, and was taking a large share in 
the coast trade^ which had Ibrmerly been a foreign monopoly. Further 
extension of their operations to Singapore, and even London, was talked 
of, and lately found realisation in the dispatch of the *^ Mei-foo " to the 
Thames, but with what real financial and permanent success the future has 
yet to show. In short,* the Chinaman was thinking of taking his import 
and export trade into his own hands as far as possible. 

A steady adherence to this policy has marked tlie course of events 
here. Foreign steamers, indeed, take a preponderant share in the carry* 
ing trade ; but since November >they have been, without exception, in 
Chinese hands. Up to that date one steamer trading to the port was con* 
signed to the British firm, but by a ruse the local merchants induced the 
Hong Kongcharterers to transfer tbe agency from the foreign house to native 
hands. And other causes, besides the *< Boycotting *' practices of the 
natiye traders, have conspired to reduce to a minimum the business of the 
foreign firm*. During the past year the local fanoiers of the opium 
revenue devised new forms of impost on the drug, and attempted to 
enforce payment within the port area, going so far as ta seiae the aKicle 
in the very hands of the foreign merchant's employes, and, lurlher, set- 
ting a watch at tbe door of his house, to his own annoyance aud the 
intimidation of his customers. As regards Pakhoi, no settlement deter- 
mining the illegality of these proceedings has been arrived at, though the 
question has been referred to Peking ; but I understand that in a similar 
case affecting a German firm in the neighbouring port of Kiungehow the 
action of the Li-kin Office has been condemned by the Central Govern- 
ment. In the meanwhile, the business of the foreign firm in opium here 
is practically suspended. 

In another direction there has also been cause of complaint and of refer- 
enoe to Peking, and this in a matter more nearly affecting the extension of 
British trade and the future of Pakhoi. 

A glance at the map of China will show that this port is most favour- 
ably situated for turning to profit the trading j)ossibilities of the Province 
of Kuang-si. Possessing four routes in the direction of Nan-ning, and 
one towards Yb-lin, it is the natural channel through which to drain a 
vast tract of country, the inland waters of Kuang-si being very exten- 
sively available for navigation. I am assured that the people of that 
province are most eager for extended trade, especially in the way of 
cottons and cotton yarn, while, on their part, they are prepared to supply 
cassia lignea and cassia-leaf oil in return. The one desideratum to insure 
a large and mutually lucrative trade is that goods conveyed into the 
interior and from the interior by or for foreign merchants shall 
not be liable to vexatious and arbitrary taxation on the road, and this 
immunity was provided by Treaty. When, therefore, in August last the 
Li-kin officials in the Department of Yii-lin, Kuang-si, suddenly demanded 
local duties on goods duly protected by transit passes, and refused, when 
remonstrated with, to retreat from the position they had taken up, the 
transit trade with Kuang-si, which had given prQspects of considerable 
develepment| received a <^ieck from which it will only recover when these 
obstructive officials have been brought to task and forced to pay due 
observance to their country's Treaties. In this transit pass question 
there is this curious anomaly, that whereas obstacles are placed in the 
way of trade between this port and Kuei-Hn Fu, the capital of Kuang-si, 
[573] H 
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which is distant about 250 miles as the crow flies^ transit trade is 
firmly established between Kuei-lin and Hankow, a distance of more than 
400 miles. In grey shirtings alone over 32 000 pieces were sent under 
transit pass from the Yangtsse port to the capital of Kuang-si in 1880. 
If the route from Pakboi were open, and free from illegal restrictions, it 
is plain there would be a saving in carriage of not only the J 50 miles 
inland journey, but of all the navigation to Shanghae, and thence up the 
river to Hankow. 

This non -recognition of transit passes on the part of officials inland, 
except by the ultima raiio of compulsion, is no new phase ; it bas 
probably been, at some period or other, an event in the bistory of 
many of the open ports. One is almost tempted to the belief that our 
translators of tne Tien-tsin Treaty must have used very obscure terms 
in wording the Chinese version of Article XXVIII, so systematically 
do native officials affect to misunderstand its provisions when first con- 
fronted with them. Still, as the epoch during whicb transit passes are 
unfamiliar and ignored has, sooner or later, passed in tbe case of other 
ports, there is reason to hope that Pakhoi will one day be favoured with a 
similar consummation ; and when tbe current of trade flows freely the 
port will doubtless offer greater attractions to foreign merchants, and 
with a larger influx of these the native coalition will find Ihe work of 
eliminating the European element a task beyond tbeir strength. 

Pakhoi has not yet, in point of fact, acquired the status of an inde- 
pendent port ; it is, as it were, merely a brancb of Hong Kong ; it has no 
commercial relations of consequence with any other place ; but what trade 
there is has, I believe, tbe potentiality of such further development as 
would eventually warrant a more direct communication with Great Britain 
and India. The latter country especially is strongly interested in the ex- 
tension of trade in this direction, as it is for Indian opium, Indian cottons, 
and Indian cotton yam that the greatest demand exists in Kuang-si ; con- 
sequently, every day that the present obstruction to the transit trade con- 
tinues means so much loss to the mercantile interests of our Eastern 
possession. 

In conclusion, I append comparative Tables for the past three years of 
tbe chief items of import and export, of the Customs revenue, and of ship- 
ping. The amount of trade in 1877 was so trifling that it is of no com- 
parative value, and in 1878 the business done was nil, 

CoMPARATiV£ Table of the principal Imports, 1879-81. 





Pieces 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 


Shirtings, grey . . 




600 


223 


white. 


*$ • • 


, , 


360 


346 


T-clotht 


» • • 


3,725 


73,496 


79,990 


Drills, American 


it • • 


, , 


, , 


95 


„ EngUA.. 


>» 


, , 


, , 


105 


Cambrics a:iid muslins 


» * • 


200 


800 


480 


Broad doth 


** • • 


, , 


8 


88 


Long ells 


** • • 


740 


7,242 


6,614 


Cotton yarn 


Cwt. 


746 


19,030 


11.773 


„ raw 


n • • 


342 


10,393 


19.079 


Iron, nail-rod . • 


»> * • 


. . 


1,295 


2,990 


Steel 


** • • 


7 


198 


732 


Matches 


Gross 


118 


16,005 


23,089 


Needles 


MiUe 


571 


32,521 


60,796 


Floar • 


Cwt. 


• • 


971 


1,833 
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Sbirting8^ both grey and white, have steadily fallen off; there \vere 800 
pieces o^ the grey and 360 of the white imported in 1877 ; cambrics and 
muslins also show a decrease as compared with the previous year, and 
there is a shortcoming in long ells and cotton yam also. On the other 
band, T-cloths, of which only 1,475 pieces appear in the Returns for 
1877, have increased to nearly 80,000, and raw cotton is better by almost 
90 per cent. There is a noticeable improvement under the head of 
needles and matches (of the Swedish ^safety" kind now almost uni- 
versal in China) ; the imports of iron and steel are also advancing in 
importance, 

CoMPABATivB Table of principal Exports, 1879-81. 





Cwt. 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 


Star aniseed 


3,200 


10,589 


3,499 


Oil of aniseed .. 


»» • • 


458 


138 


777 


Cassia lignea . . 


»* 


3,349 


A 


2,083- 


„ leafoa .. 


t# • • 


44 


877 


695 


Ground-nut cakes 


» • • 


, , 


45,988 


80,720 


Liquid indigo . . 


f* • • 


781 


32,446 


52,635 


Pfcper . 


** 


247 


5,132 


3,997 


Sugar, brown . . 


»> • • 


, . 


2,073 


2,432 


,» white 


1* 


70 


7,844 


9,028 


Hides . 


»i • • 


, . 


1,091 


4,919 


Bags, straw 


Pieces 




13,432 


82,980 



Though a decrease will be observed in star aniseed, cassia-leaf oil, and 
paper, the general increase is satisfactory, and is most noticeable in the 
case of ground-nut cakes, indigo» and straw bags. The export of cassia 
lignea, which sank to a mere fraction in 1880, is showing signs of 
recovery, and there is a steady forward movement in sugar. As regards 
this article, I am assured that the musters brought to Pakhoi are of 
very fair quality, though from the rudeness of the refining apparatus 
employed, the sugar, when brought in bulk, is not always uniform in 
character, nor does it invariably correspond with the sample throughout* 
A quantity of this sugar has been sent to Hong Kong and tested at the 
Sugar Refinery, the result being highly satisfactory as to the quality of 
thearticle. It has been pronounced very suitable for brewery purposes, 
and as there is a large production in this neighbourhood and in the Lei« 
chow Peninsula, the trade in sugar might be extensively developed. 

Comparative Table of Customs Revenue, 1879-81. 

1879 5,813 

1880 .. .. .. .. .. .. 23,954 

1881 .. .. .. .. .. .. 23,035 

The decrease in revenue for the last year is entirely attributable to the 
diminution in the amount of opium imported in foreign vessels ; the de- 
crease in respect to opium alone amounted to about 8,000/., but was 
counterbalanced by the increased import of other goods. 
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COMPARATITA Table of Shippingr, 1879-81« 





1879. 


1880. 


1881. 




No. of 
Trips. 


Tonnaee. 


No. of 
Trips. 


Tonnage. 


No. of 
Trips. 


Tonnage. 


British 

FowlgB 

Chinese (foreign built) • 


10 

U 

4 


3,186 
3,934 
3,052 


62 
120 

28 


19,612 
49,152 
18,672 


110 
80 
28 


37,262 

36,814 

9,566 



These vessels are all steamers; no sailing-ships have jet visited 
Pakhm. There is a notable increase in the number and toDnage of 
British vessels as compared with 1880, partly ascribable to the circumstance 
that one of the foreign steamers was registered at Hong Kong as a 
British vessel in September, and added considerably to the total British 
tonnage by her subsequent trips. 

G. M. H. PLAYFAIR, Acting Consul. 

Pakhoi, February 14» 1883. 
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(Table 1.)— Imposts (Foreign). 




• 




Qiuuititjr. 


Value. 


Opinm— 




10 


Halwa 


Cwt. .. 


1,188 


Benares .. 
Cotton goods— 




2,547 
114,702 


Shirtings, grey ,, ., ., 


Pieces .. 


223 


101 


„ white .. 


»> 


346 


141 


T-cloths .. 
Drills, American 




79,990 
95 


33,S65 

48 


„ English 


f > * • 


105 


53 


Chhjtzes .. 




280 


96 


Cambrics and muslins 




480 


742 


Handkerchiefs ,. 


Dozens •• 


1,521 


373 


Cotton yam 
Woollen goods — 


Cwt. .. 


11,773 


64,941 


Blankets .. 


Pairs .. 


412 


464 


Cloth, broad and medium . . 


Pieces .. 


88 


335 


Long ells , . 
Lustres ., ,, 


yt • • 
*t * • 


6,614 
176 


11,057 
200 


Lastings .. 


ti • • 


215 


565 


Woollen goods, unclassed 






167 


Metals- 








Iron, nail-rods 


Cwt. .. 


2,990 


1,413 


„ old 


f> •« 


224 


53 


Lead, in pigs . . 


** •• 


274 


£44 


Quicksilver 


>f • • 


3 


40 


Steel 

Sundries — 


»» •• 


732 


608 


Clocks ■. 


Pieces .. 


258 


186 


Cotton, raw Indian . . 


Cwt. .. 


19,079 


50,834 


Dye stuff .. 


*> • • 


438 


1,278 


Betel-nuts.. .. ^ .. 


>i • • 


2,774 


2^,279 


Bicho-de-mar 


j> • • 


387 


1 248 


• Medicines . . 


>♦ • • 


132 


203 


Raisins 


>f • • 


204 


210 


Seaweed . . ... 


»> • • 


121 


148 


Silk and cotton mixturo 


t» 


20 


485 


Starch 


»y 


377 


182 


Umbrellas, silk 


Pieces .. 


66 


31 


,, cotton . . 


}> 


1,185 


173 


alpaca .. 


i. 


2,592 


394 


Varnish .. 


Cwt. .. 


77 


159 


Flour 


»> 


1,833 


994 


Ginseug, American, clarified . . 


f» * ' 


10 


520 


„ Coroan and Japanese 


If • • 


i 


149 M 


Isinglass . . 


s» • • 


107 


33l/ 


Lamps 


Pieces .. 


1,551 


294 


Matches .. 


Gross . . 


23,089 


2,008 


Needles 


Mille .. 


60,796 


2,548 


Pepper 


Cwt. .. 


1,000 


1,778 


Rice, Annam 


>f •• 


4,027 


1,016 


Sandal-wood 


ft • • 


620 


636 


Miscelaneous, unclassed 






3,035 




303,386 


(Signed) G. M. 


H, PLAY 


FAIR, Aciin 


g CansnL 


Pakhoi, February 14, 1882. 









Digitized by 



Google 



400 



(Table 2) — Imports (Native). 



- 






Cwt. .. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Almonds . . . . . . * 


46 


185 


Betel.nats 






ft 


2,220 


3,547 


Cotton, raw . . 






»f • • 


4,204 


12,611 


Dates 






9f 


1,529 


1,180 


Fungus 






tf • • 


69 


234 


Ginseng 






» • • 


80 


1,213 


Hemp 






l» • • 


193 


277 


Lily.flower, dried 






»9 • • 


1,493 


2,012 


Liquorice 






»> • • 


232 


245 


Medicines 






» • • 


2,188 


4,386 


Nankeens 






*» 


31 


351 


Persimmons .. 






»» • • 


158 


150 


Sharks' i&ns . . 






t» 


69 


1,654 


Silk pieoe-goods 






*» 


2 


302 


Tobacco^ prepared 






ft • • 


176 


710 


Vermicelli . . 






»» • • 


1,769 


2,221 


Vermilion 






»> • • 


60 


704 


Wax, white .. 






f> •• 


272 


3,235 


Sundries, unenumerated 




ft • • 




1,967 








37,184 



(Signed) G. M. H. PLAYFAIR, Acting Consul. 

Pakhoi, February 14, 1882. 



(Table 8.) — Native Exports. 



Aniseed, star.. 
„ broken 
Bags, straw . . 
Cassia lignea , • 

„ reifuse .. 

„ buds . . 
Cuttle-fish . . 
Fire crackers . . 
Fish, dried . . 
Glue, cow 
Ground •nut caked 
Hides, buffalo and cow 
Horns, ditto . . 
Indit^o, liquid 
Leather 
Medicines • • 
Nutgalls • . 
Oil, aniseed . • 
„ cassia-leaf 
Paper, second quality 
Prawns, dried 
Sugar, brown 

„ white . . 
Tallow, animal 
Sundries, unenumerated 



Quantity. 



Cwt. 

Pieces 
Cwt. 



3,499 

226 

82,980 

2,083 

48 

12 

4,201 

285 

796 

1.255 

80,720 

4,919 

848 

52,635 

445 

862 

154 

777 

695 

3,997 

576 

2,423 

9,028 

905 



Value. 



£ 

9,933 

137 

363 

1,981 

79 

20 

14,184 

378 

2,129 

1,515 

18,277 

8,567 

1,046 

49,937 

1.134 

2,362 

332 

28.280 

8,612 

5,723 

2,434 

1,447 

8,543 

1,236 

1,025 



169,674 



(Signed) G. M. H. PLAYFAIR. Acting Consul. 

Pakhoi, February 14, 1882. 
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TAIWAN. 
lUpori on the Trade of Taiwan/or the Year 1881. 

Thb total value of the gross foreign trade in the Taiwan Consnlar 
distnct during the year 1881 ^af 1,181,343/., as asrainst 1,313,097/. 
in 1880 

This shows a decrease of 131,754/. in the gross trade of the year 1 am 
about to pass under review. 

This decrease is mainly to be accounted for by the partial failure of 
the sugar crop, as was predicted in my last year's Report ; and although 
the trade is less in value than that of the preceding year, it is much 
higher than that of any of the previous years, and compares favourably 
with them. Thus, it appears that the prospects of the South Formosa 
ports are good, and that (he business done in them is steadily increasing. 

Shippiho. 

The tonnage of the foreign vessels employed in carrying on the trade 
of the port exceeded that of 1880 by 4,558 tons. This carry iiig trade 
was more largely shared by British vessels than in 1 880. 

German shipping also held its own, and shows a slight increase. 

The tonnage of British vessels was 17,963 tons in excess of the pre- 
ceding year ; this excess was in the tonnage of steamers, which amounted 
to 21,126 tons more than in 1880, while there was a decrease in sailing 
vessels of 3.857 tons German tonnage also shows an increase of 
343 tons, eight German steamers having visited the port this year, while 
. there was only one the preceding year. 

American tonnage, on the other hand, shows a decrease of 10,730 tons. 

The tonnage of the vessels of other nationalities remained stationary, 
but one French vessel, of 309 tons, visited the port; there were none of 
that nationality the preceding year. 

One British steamer took a cargo of sugar direct to the United 
Kingdom, while two others went to Yokohama. Steamers for Shanghae 
called in regularly and frequently during the sugar season ; and Messrs. 
Dircks and Co., a German firm, had a steamer running regularly between 
Taiwanfoo, Hong Kong, Swatow, and Amoy, during the second half of the 
year. 

No steamers of the China Merchants* Steam Navigation Company 
visited this Consular district in 1881. 

Imports. 

The net imports during the year 1881 amounted to 662,852/. I]#. 3(/., 
showing an increase of 97,499/. 1 \s. 9d. over the net imports of 1880. 
This increase was made up as follows - — 

Opium, increase of • • • . 

Metals „ .. ,. 

Sandries „ .. .. 

Native imports, increase of . • 

Total . .. 



Taels. 
88,160 - 

365 

8,223 

302,700 


£ 9, 

25,346 
104 18 
926 12 

87,026 5 


d. 

9 
3 



394,448 


113,403 16 






Digitized by 



Google 



102 CHINA. 

There was a decrease in — 

Taels. £ «. d, 

Cotton goods of .. .. .. 40,710 a 11,704 2 6 

Woollen „ 14,609 4,200 1 9 



Totol .. .. .• 55,319 15,904 4 3 

leaving a net increase of 339,129 taels, or 97,499Z. 11«. 9d^ in the imports 
of 1881. 

The increase in the import of opium during the past year was chiefly 
ifMMie «(> in l^erftian and Turkey opiMin, there beitig 273 chests nore of 
thtB Ibrmer) and 2^2 »or6 of the ktter> iniported than in the pnsvious 
year. There were also 25 more chests of Patna imported. 

No Malwa Was imported during 1681, and the decrease in Benares 
was 416 chests. 

i eimnot ieam that any native opium was imported in 1881. 

Some 304 ptcula of eesamuni-feed cake, valued «t 4,784 taela^ ot 
1|8^1/. 0«. €d^ were imported iti 1661. This article was extensively used 
in the adulteration of opium, 13 Iba* of sesamum^seed cake being added 
to every pitul (1-33^ lbs.) of opium, which was then palmed off as pure 
opium. Owing chiefly to the light colour of Persian opium, the tesamum- 
seed was more readily mixed with that, than with other kinds. 

The cost of this sesamum-seed cake^ with all charges paid, was about 
2s, Gd. per lb., whereas the cost of the Persian opium was 18^. 3^. 
per lb. 

Tlie increase in the. import of Slindries was chiefly in such articles as 
b^che-de-mer, lamps, kerosine, and matches. 

Native ImpoIits. 

These show the greatest inorease in tke import trade^ and this nioiiaase 
dmes not appear to have been confined to any particnlar article^ but to 
have been very general Rice was most largely imported in the «utumn, 
to make good the failure c f South Formosa crops, which wer^ destroyed 
by gales and typhoona. 

The great decrease in cotton and woollen goods is mainly due to the 
short Bugar crop ; for in those years that the export of tiagw Was large 
there was a correspondingly large trade done in these articles. 

Exports. 

The net exports during 1881 amounted te 504,193^. 7s., showing a 
decrease of 232,1 16^. 11#. 6d, as compared «ith 1880. 
This decrease was made up as follows : — 

TaeU. £ 8. d. 

Brown sugar .. .. ,. 638,276 *= 183,504 7 

White „ .. .. .. 165,452 47,567 d 

Lungngans .. .. .. 14,803 4,255 17 3 

Sundries.. .. .. .. 15,155 4,357 1 3 

TML .. .. .. 833,686 239,684 14 6 

There was, however," an increase in — 

Taels. £ s. d. 

Turmeric of .. .. .. 16,191 « 4,654 18 3 

HemJ) .. .. .. ., 10,133 2,913 4 9 



TWal .. .. .. 26,324 7,568 3 

thus leaving a net decrease during the year of 807,362 taels, or 
232,116/. lU. 6i. 
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Although the export of brown sugar was some 16,609 tons less than 
in 1880, yet it is the largest export as compared with other years, except ^ 
that of 1876; and there is little doubt but that it will still pro on 
increasing, much more land being yearly cleared, and cultivated with the 
cane. I^e short crop in 1881, and, I am afraid, the still smaller crop 
that there will be this year, is solely due to climatic influences. 

The chief markets for the Takow sugar are Japan, London, and 
Australia ; the Taiwanfoo sugar going chiefly to the northern ports of 
China. The export to London last year amounled to 4,162 tons, as 
against 9,038 tons of the preceding year. 

This sugar is at present of a very low quality, being almost the very 
lowest class. It will doubtless become a better quality, and will fetch a 
higher price, when more care and more scientific methods are used to 
express the juice from the cane. In England it is used chiefly in 
breweries, in the manufacture of patent food for cattle, and for mixing 
with other sugars. 

The export of white sugar was 1,809 tons less than the preceding 
year. 

Re- Exports. 

There was an increase of 4,978 taels, or 1,43R 3^. 6d., in the value 
of re-exports as compared with last year. 

This increase was in opium, chiefly Persian of a low quality, which 
was found to be unsaleable. 

Woollen goods also participated to some extent in this increase. 

General Bbmarks. 

The great decrease in the trade of the Southern Formosa ports, for 
1881, was in its great staple, sugar. This was due to the severe 
typhoons in the autumn of 1880J which greatly damaged the crops. I do 
not tiihik tJial this decrease is likely to be a permanent one, for large 
tracts of land are being continually cleared, and brought under sugar 
cultivation. 

The increase in the import trade, although considerable, did not aflect 
articles of British growth or manufacture. The large increase in opium 
was not in Indian opium, but in Turkey and Persian, which are driving 
Benares, Malwa, and Patna out of the market. 

The great decrease in the import of cotton and woollen goods was 
mainly due to the failure of the sugar crops, farmers and labourers having 
no surplus money to expend on better clothing, which by them is looked 
upon as a luxury. The tolerably large stock held over from the pre- 
ceding year had, also, somewhat to do with the falling-oflF in the import of 
these articles. 

As the population uf the island increases, and as more land is brought 
under cultivation, so will the consumption of our cottons and woollens 
most probably increase. 

The opium trade was, to a small extent, interfered with by the 
adulteration of opium with sesamum-seed cake. The authorities endea- 
voured to put a stop to this by issuing a Proclamation threatening with 
. punishment those found guilty of such practices. This was the means of 
stopping it for a time, but it is, I believe, still secretly carried on, though 
in a much less degree than formerly. 

The sale of opium for the present year is likely to be lessened by the 
imposition of a higher rate of duty. On the 30tli December the duty on 
Benares opium was raised to 96 taels (27L I2s,) per chest, and on 
Persian opium to 80 taels (23/.); being an increase of 41 t. 6 m. 
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(IIZ. 198. 2dJ) per ohest on Benares, and 5*2 t. 8 in. (15/. Ss. Id*) per 
chest on Persian. 

The carrying trade cf the district, it is encouraging to report, was 
very largely shared in by British ships. 

Two new firms have been established here during the past year. One, 
a British firm, Messrs. Brown and Co., had formerly a house here, but 
closed it some years ago. This firm are also agents for a large American 
house. The other firm is a German one, a branch house of Messrs. 
Dlrcks and Co., of Swatow. They have taken over the business of 
anotlier German firm, J. Mannich and Co., long established here. 
Messrs. Dirdss and Cc'i business is more extended than that of their 
predecessors : one or two steamers, belonging to the firm, running fre- 
quently between Taiwan and Swatow. 

The Takow bar and harbour are not yet dredged, and there does not 
appear to be any likelihood of this work being carried out at an early 
date. This is to a great extent materially affecting the prospects of 
Takow as a place of residence. The regular tradin;^ steamers never visit 
it, and during the south-west monsoon the place is quite deserted, the 
mercantile agents spending the greater part of their time at Anping, the 
port of Taiwanfoo. 

The place selected at Anping by foreigners to build their residences 
and warehouses upon was a few years ago nothing more than a mud flat, 
covered at high water, situated directly opposite the old Dutch fort of 
Zealandia. 

Two centuries or more ago this mud flat was a navigable arm of the 
sea, with sufficient depth of water to float the richly-laden argosies of the 
Dutch East- India Company. Every firm has its residence, or godown, 
built there, and the Customs have an office and examination shed built 
upon it. Within the past year a bund, 800 feet long and 14 feet wide, 
was constructed, at a cost of 2,165 dollars^ of which 960 dollars were 
subscribed by the Chinese authorities. 

All the imports of the dlHrict are now landed at Anping; goods 
required for consumption in Takow being taken down by a small steamer. 

The port of Anping is nothing more than an open roadstead, most 
dangerous and difficult of access during the south-west monsoon. During 
that season steamers are frequently unable to land their cargoes for weeks, 
and communication with the mainland is often interrupted for a long time, 
a bar rendered almost impassable by the slightest south-west wind making 
communication with the steamers in the roadstead highly hazardous and 
dangerous. 

Yet with all this the merchants prefer to make Anping their head- 
quarters to Takow, as, on the arrival of steamers, they get their correspon- 
dence at once, and are enabled to send their replies by the same steamer ; 
whereas a merchant living at Takow, 28 miles distant, misses that steamer, 
and has to wait till the next, and in summer he may not get a chance of 
replying to his constituents for weeks. The prospects of Takow are thus 
for the time under a cloud, yet, if the authorities would only dredge the 
bar, deepen the harbour, and make a good road or a canal to Taiwanfoo, 
the steamers might possibly return to Takow, and it would become a great 
commercial emporium, and a harbour of refuge easily accessible at all 
seasons of the year. 

I fear, however, that, at least for years to come, nothing will be done, 
and once the merchants expend large sums for houses and godowns 
at Anping, it will be difficult to get them to remove back quickty to Takow. 

There must, however, always be a trade in sugar at Takow, which gives 
employment yearly to fifty or sixty foreign vessels. The sugar exported 
last year from Takow was 23,000 tons, yafued at 227,254/. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TAIWAK. 105 

Owing to the greater care used in preparing it for the market, Takow 
sugar will always command a higher price than Taiwanfoo sugar, which is 
hardly saleable in the Japanese market. 

The past year was remarkable for the numerous gales and typhoons, 
wh'ch did much damage to the rice and sweet potato crops ; the sugar 
crop has also much suffered. In many parts of the district the people 
were driven to great straits, and much rice had to be imported. These 
gales were felt most severely at the Pescadores, a group of islands some 
35 miles distant from Taiwanfoo. Every crop serving for food for man or 
beast was destroyed, and, at one time, so great was the distress prevailing 
there that fathers came to Taiwan with their children, offering them for 
sale in order to supply themselves with the necessaries of life. Subscrip- 
tions for the purchase of rice, potatoes, and provender were set on foot, and 
liberally responded to, and Government vessels were freighted and sent 
over at once to supply the wants of the starving inhabitants. 

Earthquakes were very frequent during the past year. There were 
some seven shocks in all, but the most violent were those of the 17th June 
and 4th December. Their direction was from north-east to south-west. 

This island is very subject to earthquakes, but they are not usually 
attended with much damage. The last severe earthquake here was on the 
8th June, 1862, when some fifty houses were destroyed, and some 300 
Chinese buried in the ruins. There were no foreign houses built here at 
that time. 

Missionary work has been quietly carried on by the missionary bodies 
here. The Presbyterian Mission, in the spring of 1881, established 
another dispensary in the suburbs of Taiwanfoo, which is doing much 
good. In the city they have a large hospital, in which a very considerable 
number of Chinese are treated. There is another large hospital at Takow, 
where Chinese are treated by the resident local doctor, a non- missionary. 
This hospital has also done much good to the poor of the neighbouring 
districts. It is pleasing to be able to state that the Chinese authorities 
have willingly contributed large sums towards the expenses of both these 
establishments. 

A new lighthouse is in the course of erection at the South Cape, but will 
not, I think, be finished before the autumn. A small light is, however, 
now exhibited there. A light has also been placed on Fort Zealandia, 
which is visible at sea for a long distance in every direction. 

The plant, engines, and carriages of the Woosung Railway are still 
stored in Taiwanfoo, and are now very nearly useless. The wooden 
sleepers are being gradually eaten away by the white ants, the engines and 
rails are thickly covered with rust, and the carriages are rotting and 
spoiling. 

The telegraph and telephone are, however, still in good working 
order. 

There is an attempt on the part of the Governor of Fookien to improve 
the communications existing between the north and south of the island. 
At a place called Tyka, half-way between Taiwanfoo and Tamsui, there are 
some nine streams, which in summer are most dangerous to (^oss, and 
many lives are said to be yearly lost there. 

The Governor is trying to drain the marshes in the neighbourhood and 
to construct a series of embankments, which are to be connected by means 
of suspension bridges, but the work appears to offer inconceivable diffi- 
culties, and it seems now to be questioned if it can be accomplished without 
foreign aid. The cost of the work will be, it is said by some, ove 
800,000 dollars, while others estimate it at a much higher sum. 

(Signed) GEO. PHILLIPS, Consul 

British Consulate, Taiwan, February 28, 1882. 
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The Tables appended to this Report are : — 

1. Comparative Statement of Trade, 1876-81. 

2. Foreign Imports. 
8. Native Imports. 

4. Exports. 

5. Re-exports. 

6. Table showing Number and Tonnage of Vessels entered and cleared 
under each flag. 

7. Comparative Table, showing Export of Sugar, 1876-81. 

8. Comparative Table, showing Import of Opium, 1876-81« 

9. Import and Export of Treasure. 

(Signed) GEO. PHILLIPS, Consul. 



(No. L)— CoMPARATiVK Statement of Trade, &c., for the Years 18 

1881. 



to 





Value of Uic Trade. 


Treasure. 


Sluppiiif. 


Ycwi. 


Net Imports 
(Nnlivc BnU 
Foreign, less 
Re-exports). 

Tnel* 

1.282.576 
1,512,244 
1,872,660 
1,711,509 
1,966,466 
2,805,695 


Exports 

(not 

including 

Re-exports). 


Totnl 
Imports 

and 
Experts. 


Re. 
Exports. 


Imported. 


Exported. 


Toniiagc 
Entered. 


Tonnajrc 
Cleared. 


1876 ... 

1877 ... 
1878 

1879 ... 
1880 
1881 ... 


Taels. 
1,415,744 
1,825,470 
1,120,723 
2,039,416 
2,561,078 
1,763,716 


Tncls. 

2,698,320 
2,887,714 
2,493,883 
8,760,925 
4,627,544 
4.069,311 


Taels. 
19,007 
80,914 
77.818 
56,011 
19,876 
24,854 


Tiiels. 
473,979 
868,427 
197.410 
683,177 
914,125 
350,081 


Taels. 
437,015 
455,316 
547.372 
527,050 
471,716 
762,208 


Tons. 

62.351 
42,440 
88,012 
52,183 
69,046 
61,861 


Tons. 

63,258 
42,021 
36,897 
62,189 
60,^74 
62,016 



(Signed) 



GEO. PHILLIPS, ConsMl. 



(No. 2.)— Net Total Imports of 


Foreign Goods for the Year 1881. 




Classifier 






Description of Goods. 


of 
Quantity. 


QoanHty. 


Value. 








H. taels. 


Opium — 








Benares.. 


Picnls . . 


1,560 09 


596,843 


Patna .. 




74 40 


29,*»0 


Persian.. 


»* • • 


1,814 84 


784,910 


Turkey .. 


>* * • 


289 39 


123,270 


Cotton goods— 








Shirtii^gs, grey, plain 


Pieces . . 


14,099 


22,209 


„ white „ 




9,567 


22,075 


dyed „ 


»» • • 


1,116 


3,002 


M ,, spotted and brocaded. 




710 


1,739 


T-cloths . 


j» 


8,400 


10,775 


Drills 




1,680 


3,424 


Chintzes . , . , , 


i, 


439 


603 


Turkey red cloths 


». 


3,458 


5,871 


Cambrics and muslins 




2,188 


1,910 


Linen, coarse 


f 


88 


369 


Unclassed 




728 


502 


Handkerchiefs 


Dozens .. 


535 


334 




Piculs . . 


27 19 


1.422 


Thread •• 
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• 


Classifier 






Description of Goods. 


of 
Quantity. 


Quantity. 


Value. 








H. taels. 


Woollen goods- 








Blankets.. 


Pairs 


690i 


2,074 


Camlets, English . . 


Pieces . . 


3,256 


39,891 


Lastings . .. .. «. 


i» • • 


939 


9,028 


Long ells . 


»t 


1,030 


6,595 


Spanish stripes ... 


*i 


132 


1,605 


Lustres and Orleans 


u • • 


511 


2,010 


Qoth, habit, brood, and medium 


ft ' • 


402 


8,271 


Cassimeres 


i> • • 


47 


517 


Flannels . 


»> 


85 


1,043 


Woollen goods, undassed . , 




144 


814 


Woollen and cotton mixtures 


» • • 


3 


28 


Woollen braid .. 


Boxes . . 


1,112 


1,012 


Metals- 








Iron, n«il rod 


Piculs . . 


1,356 83 


4,037 


„ old 


*t 


1,176 84 


1,797 


Lead, in pigs 


»f 


422 40 


2,250 


Tin, in slabs 


ti • • 


20 04 


306 


„ in plates .. .. •. 


j» • • 


93 54 


440 


Quicksilver ., ,. 


»i • • 


12 32 


617 


Steel .. 


i> • • 


44 65 


236 


Sundries — 








B^he-de-mer, black 


>t • • 


63 54 


2,305 


„ white 


»> • • 


97 63 


1,465 


Birds' nests, 2nd and 3rd qualities . . 


if • • 


2 02 


1,547 


Buttons, brass 


Gross . . 


495 


353 


Camphor, Baroos, clean and refuse . . 


Piculs . . 


73 


1,307 


Cardamums, inferior and superior 


»> 


21 91 


707 


aocks 


Pieces . . 


193 


505 


Cloth, cotton, Japan . . • . 


» •• 


3,046 


1,209 


Cloves .. 


Piculs .. 


20 85 


534 


Cuttlefish 


»i • • 


364 65 


4,838 


Dye .. 


Bottles .. 


5,151 


955 


Flints ., 


Piculs .. 


1,517 37 


1,918 


Flour .. 


it • • 


4,821 18 


12,923 


Ginseng, American, clarified 


>t • • 


30 17 


8,320 


1, f, crude . . • . 


>i • • 


4 39 


613 


„ Corean, 2nd quality 


» * * 


1 57 


2,115 


Isinglass.. 


a • • 


26 08 


895 


Lacquered ware . . 




11 39 


455 


Lamps .. 


Pieces '.'. 


2,001 


847 


Mangrove bark . . 


Piculs . . 


1,231 54 


1,128 


Matches.. 


Gross . . 


6,675 


2,688 


Mushrooms 


Piculs . . 


49 79 


1,614 


Oil, kerosine 


Gallons .. 


81,120 


14,287 


P^per, black and whito 


Piculs . . 


159 45 


1,325 


Raisins 


It • • 


253 57, 


1,030 


Rice 


»> • • 


6,060 12 


9,533 


Bugs .. 


Pieces . . 


204 


333 


aandalwoud 


Piculs .. 


455 14 


2,018 


SheUfish. 


>> 


180 56 


2,118 


Towels .. 


»i • • 






Umbrellas, alpaca and silk . . 


Pieces . . 


1,3X9 


'929 


Window glass • . 


Boxes . . 


178 


465 


Wood, Garroo 


Piculs .. 


4 61 


567 


Sundries, nnenumerated 


Value . . 


• • 


5,796 


Total 


1,779,051 



1,779,051 H. taels, equal to 511,477/. 3*. Zd. at 5*. 9</. 

(Signed) GEO. PHILLIPS, Consul 
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(Xo. 3.)— Net Total Imports of Native Produce for the Year 1881. 



Description of Goods. 



Aniseed, star 
Bags, hemp 

f, mat and straw. • 
Beans and peas 
Bone and horn ware, • 
Brass buttons . • 

„ pipes 

„ ware. • • • 

tf wirot* •• 

Bricks and tiles 
Cassia lignea • • 

„ twigs 
China root. . 
Coal 

Cotton, raw 
Crackers, fireworks... 
Dates, black and red 
Fans, paper 

„ silk and palm-leaf 
Fish, dried and salt . • 
Fungus 

Ginseng, native • • 
Glass or vitrified ware 
Grass cloth, coarse and fine 
Ironware . • 
Jadestone bangles . . 
Lamps . . • • 

Lead, red and white . . 
Lily flowers, dried . . 

„ aeeds or lotus nuts 
Medicines .. 
Melon seeds •• 

Mirrors with frames . • 
Nankeen and native cotton cloths 
Oil^ bean . . 

„ ground-nut . . 
Paper, Ist quality .. 
Prawns, dried 
Rice 

Safflower .. 
Samshu . . • • 

Sesamum-seed cake . . 
Shoes, satin and cotton 
Silk ribbons and thread 
„ piece-goods 
,, caps • • • • 

„ and cotton mixtures 
Tallow, animal •• 
Tobacco, prepared •• 
Vermicelli • • • • 

Wax, white . . . 

Wheat 

Woollen and cotton mixtures 
Sundries, unenumerated 



Total 



Classifier 

of 
Quantity. 



Piculs 
Pieces 

Piculs 



Pieces 
Piculs 

f» 
Pieces 
Piculs 



Tons 
Piculs 



Pieces 
Piculs 



Pairs 
Pieces 
Piculs 



Pieces 
Piculs 



Pairs 
Piculs 

Pieces 
Piculs 



Pieces 
Value 



Quantity. 



74 52 
223,051 
568,190 

17,226 14 

5 71 

36 71 
1,429 

46 18 

14 97 
665,363 

77 23 
107 99 

78 51 

267TWr 
46 03 
50 66 
261 26 
19,793 
15,42& 
677 21 
124 38 
17 17 
129 60 
145 66 
1,452 59 
3,989 
9,072 
121 30 
556 32 
77 09 
l,74a 37 
629 54 
12,905 

49 49 

2,071 17 

2,194 22 

44 21 

459 84 

163,267 01 

28 76 

226 43 

304 15 

1,394 

13 27 

11 32 
4,072 

12 45 
300 06 

1,802 96 

561 62 

90 56 

9,620 35 

16,550 



Value. 



H. 

1,024 

7,583 

19,076 

32,703 

572 

2,128 

802 

1,496 

558 

3,309 

699 

535 

702 

1,393 

597 

750 

1,072 

982 

952 

2,816 

3,246 

1,808 

3,604 

7,266 

7,226 

5,263 

1,826 

934 

5,005 

1,396 

13,795 

3,159 

847 

' 2,241 

11,767 

12,033 

832 

4,597 

248,050 

1,726 

679 

4,734 

926 

3,962 

5,613 

1,093 

3,202 

3,159 

27,165 

3,800 

6,655 

14,91)9 

15,705 

18,482 



526,544 



526,544 H..taels, equal to 151,381/. 8«. at 5». 9<f. 

(Signed) GEO. PHILLIPS, Consul. 
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Classifier 








Description of Goods. 


of 
Quantity. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Totals. 








H. taels. 


H. taels. 


To foreign countries — 










Sugar, brown • • . . 


Piouls .. 


399,410 68 


835,621 




,, white 


»* 


1,077 80 


4,730 




Tormeric •• .• .. 


*» • • 


980 60 


2,905 




Sundries, onenumerated 


Value .. 


•• 


18 


843,274 






To Hong Kong (destination un- 










certain) — 










Bamboo-shoots . • 


PicuU .. 


284 60 


1,320 




Hemp 


>f 


45 90 


601 




„ »kin 


ff 


1,235 80 


2,046 




Lung-ngans^ dried .. •• 


ft • • 


47 00 


87 




„ without the stone . 


»» 


155 88 


676 






»* 


61,440 25 


131,305 




„ white 


ff • • 


15,657 37 


68,839 




Turmeric .. 


n •• 


662 75 


1,922 




Wax, white 


f » • • 


2 86 


175 




SundrieB, nnenumerated • • 


Value .. 


•• 


415 


207,386 






To Chinese ports— 










Fish roe . . • • • • 


Piculs . . 


24 65 


313 




Hemp . • . . • « 


*» 


967 43 


12,284 




„ skin 


t» 


134 04 


267 




„ thread 


ft • • 


39 48 


670 




Lnng-ngans, dried . . 


$t 


373 65 


727 




„ without the stone . 


it 


388 82 


1,710 




Rattans •• •• 


>» • • 


61 36 


123 




Sharks' fins, white . . 


f» •• 


6 39 


237 




Sugar, brown 


** 


257,733 60 


548,829 




„ white 


i» 


19,398 05 


86,295 




Turmeric . • 


>» •• 


17,654 42 


50,272 




• Sundries, nnenumerated » . . 


Value .. 


.. 


1,329 


690,459 




•• 


Total 


1,753,716 



1,753,716 R. taels, equal to 504,193/. 7«. at it. 9d. 

(Signed) GEO. PHILLIPS, Contul. 



Digitized by 



Google 



no 



CHflTA, 

(No. 5.) — Rb-Expohts during 1881. 





Classifier 








Description of Goods. 


of 
Quantity. 


Quandty. 


Value. 


Total. 








TaeU. 


Taels. 


Of foreign goods- 










Opium — 










Benares . . . . . . 


Piculs , . 


2 40 


850 




Persian .. .. ». 


»f • • 


41 53 


18,084 




Turkey 


»» • • 


4 08 


1,772 


2ir,706 


Cotton goods — 










Chintzes 


Pieces .. 


20 


24 




Unclassed 


»# • • 


60 


77 


101 


Woollen goods — 








Camlets 


»> • • 


70 


854 




Long ells 


*> • • 


133 


851 




Spanisli dtripes . . 


f> •• 


4 


48 




Lustres, &c. . . 


„ ,, 


110 


433 




Braid., 


Boxes . . 


20 


20 


2,206 


Sundries — 








Mushrooms 


Piculs .. 


1 60 


48 






Value .. 


, , 




48 




• • 


Total re-exports of foreign goods . 


23,061 


Of Chinese produce — 










(a.) Native imports re-exported to 










Chinese ports — 

Fish, dried and salt .. 










Piculs .. 


7 


28 




Wheat 


» • • 


794 90 


1,232 




(b,) Native imports re-exported to 










foreign countries and Hong Kong — 








1 


Wax, white . . 


»> • • 


# 5 76 


518 




Sundries •• 


Value .. 


•• 


15 


1.793 


Net total re-cxporU of foreign goods 










and native producer 


M 


• • 


•• 


24,854 



24,854 taels, equal to 7,145/. 10#. 6rf. at 5*. 9rf. 

(Silked) GEO. PHILLIPS, Consul. 
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(No. 7.^ — Comparative Table showing the Export of Brown Sugar 
for the Years 1876 to 1881. 



Teara. 


Tfentsio. 


Cbefoo. 


Kewchwang 


Shanghtie 


Ningpo. 




Amoy. 


Swatow 


Total to 
Coaat Porta. 


1876 

1877 
1878 
1879 

im 

1881 


Picnlt. 
26,»28 
86.918 
16,995 
86,487 
41,026 
62,833 


Pinilt. 
233.799 
91,442 
117.926 
159,9f>4 
127.167 
186,345 


PicuU. 
16,840 

2'l07 
4,860 
7,486 
8,820 


Picult. 
60,023 
8,586 
18,208 
62,225 
68,909 
62.496 


Picnlf. 
8,087 
2,594 
3,746 
1,947 


Picult. 
...5 

186 


Picult. 

17.754 
6,561 
1,084 
6,922 
395 
1,980 


Piailt. 
68ft 


Picult. 
862,081 
144,101 
169,016 
^0,416 
344,996 
867.784 


Teart. 


Japan. 


Aoatralia. 


Great 
Britain. 


United 
Statea of 
America. 


Valparaiao. 


Hong Kong. 


Total to 

^oreifni 

Countriet. 


Grand Total 

to 

Coart Porta 

and 

Couiitnca. 


1876 ... 

1877 ... 

1878 ... 

1879 ... 

1880 ... 

1881 ... 


Picult. 
275,686 
242,421 
165,967 
3H4,6'»8 
831,894 
283.998 


Picult. 
6,831 
79,264 
49,409 
189,799 
46,079 
46.484 


Picult. 
142.374 
18,500 
11,676 

152"290 
69,929 


Picult. 
73*.077 

180',481 


Picult. 
14,349 


Picult. 
61,318 
10,919 
6,7.S6 
6.^7 
92,(K)6 
61,440 


Picult. 
489.467 
423,481 
882,838 
431,269 
762,6i0 
460,851 


Picult. 
861,488 
667,682 
891,854 
701,6H4 
997.625 
718.685 



(Signed) 



GEO. PHILLIPS, Consul. 



(Xo. 8.) — Comparative Table of the Import and Re-export of Opium 
for the Years 1876 to 1881. 



Yeart. 


Benaret. 
Pic c. 

i.^ijso 

1,720 80 
1.480 44 
1,883 62 
1,978 80 
1,663 49 


Malwa. 

Pic. c. 

117 80 
900 
19 74 
70 70 
43 39 


Patna. 


Penian. 


Turkey. 

Pic. c. 

75 

1 98 
85 08 

187 56 
80 85 
293 47 


TotaL 

Pir. c. 
2,693 10 
3,233 ?2 
3,058 7* 
3.609 94 
8,683 96 
3,788 78 


Total Re- 
ExporU. 


Net Total 
ini porta. 


1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 


Pic. c 
869 60 
176 67 
38 40 
86 40 
• 49 20 
74 40 


Pic. c. 
809 66 
1,324 87 
1,436 08 
1,331 66 
1.582 82 
1356 37 


Pic. c. 
34 71 
66 38 
306 94 
128 13 
86 68 
48 01 


Pic c. 

2,658 39 
8,168 04 
2.862 80 
3,386 81 
8,647 88 
8,738 72 



(Signed) 



GEO. PHILLIPS, Consul. 



(No. 9.)<— Trfasurb and Copper Cash Imported and Exported duriuff 

the Year 1881. 



IMPOXTBD. 


EXPOITKO. 


Prom— 


Treatnre. 


%X 


To- 


Trcature. 


Copper 

Caah. 

• 


Japan 

TaWtui 

Auioy 

Swatow 

Hong Kong 


H. taelt, 
81,417 
86.719 

136,728 
1,309 

143,908 

860,061 




^liangliae ... 
Koochow ... 
lamsui 
Amoy 

Swatow 

Hong Kong... .„ J 

Total ... ... 


H.taeU. 

1,963 

6>162 

818 

482,^53 

20.550 

349.867 


... 


Total 


768,303 


•- 



Kate of exdiaiige. Haiku an tael equal to 5*. 9d. 

(Signed) GEO. PHILLIPS, Consul, 
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TAMSUL 

Beport on the Foreign Trade of Tamsui and Ktlungfor the 
Year 1881. 

Thb following Tables are annexed to this Report, viz. : — 

1. Comparative Table of the Values of the Net Total Trade of Tamsui 
and Kelung for thp years 1879, 1880, 1881. 

2. Table showing the Revenue collected by the Imperial Maritime 
Customs at Tamsui during the years 1879, 18S0, 1881. 

3. Comparative Table of the Foreign Shipping at the Ports of Tamsui 
and Kelung for the years 1879, 1880, 1881. 

4. Comparative Table of principal Imports, excluding Opium, for the 
years 1879, 1880,1881. 

5. Comparative Table of the Import of Foreign Opium from 1879 
to 1881. 

6. Comparative Table of the Export Trade of Tamsui and Kelung for 
the years 1879. 1880. 1881. 

7. Passenger Traffic in Foreign Vessels at Tamsui and Kelung during 
the years 1879, 1880, 1881. 

8. Comparative Table of Import and Export of Treasure at Tamsui 
for the years 1879, 1880, 1881. 

These Tables have been compiled from the Returns prepared by the 
Office of the Imperial Maritime Customs at this port, which Returns were 
courteously placed at my disposal. In making calculations the Haikwan 
tael has been counted at be. 6(/., as in the Report and Tables for 1880. 

Imports. 

It will be Been from Table 1 that there has been a steady and marked 
increase in the lotal of imports for the last three years. The value of the 
foreign imports in 1881 was 31,312/. above that of the previous year, 
and in like manner the value of native imports was last year 8,541/. above 
that of 1880. 

Of the foreign imports, it is mainly in cotton goods and pig lead that 
there is an increase ; some of the other commodities, and several of the 
native imports, show a decrease. The Customs Returns do not distin- 
guish between English and American cotton goods, and so it is not 
possible to write with confidence as to whether the import of British 
cotton goods has increased. Nor is any distinction of name made by the 
'retailers and consumers. But I have been informed^ on very good 
authority, that American cotton goods are fast becoming popular here, 
and that the importation of them has grown quickly. They are said to 
be in several respects much superior to those of English manufacture} 
and they are much cheaper. The price of white shirtmgs during the year 
was about 8 del. 20 c. per piece; that of grey shirtings, superior, about 
2 dol. 65 c, inferior, about 2 dol. 5o c. ; that of T-cloths 1 dol. 70 c. to 
1 dol. 85 c. 

Table 5 reveals the extraordinary fact that the importation of foreign 
opium is gradually diminishing in quantity. As there was less opium 
reported at the Foreign Customs in 1880 than in 1879, so there was less 
in 1881 than in 1880. There can scarcely be any doubt that the amount 
of opium consumed was much greater, and this is the unanimous opinion 
[573] I 2 
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of all whom I have consulted. Though the officials of the Custom-house 
and Li-kin Office have a gopd look-out, yet it is likely that a consider- 
able amount of foreign opium was smuggled into Tamsui and Kelung by 
passengers and crews of foreign vessels, and also by native craft. A large 
quantity of Chmese opium also is reported to have been imported last 
year by junks, and one merchiint calculates the value of the opium thus 
imported at about 100,000 dollars. It comes mainly from the Province 
of Chekiang, and, as it is cheap, it is much used by the poor of the port 
■ and neighbourhood, who call it " Kingpo Persian.* In addition to the 
Chinese opium imported, there was a certain amount produced in North 
Formosa. One informant states that so much as about 250,000 lbs. of 
local origin was consumed last year. With reference to the foieign drug, 
it will be seen that while the import of Benares has fallen off, that of 
Persian end Turkey has risen. Ihe merchants who trade in opium all 
report that Persian is gaining in popularity very decidedly. 

The prices of Beiiares during the vear are reported to have been^ per 
fehest :— 

Dollars. 
January and Febroarj . • . • . • • 745 to 730 

March and April . . ; . . . . . 680 645 

May to June . .. .. .. .. 648 680 

Jul J to August . • • . • . . . 680 730 

September to October . .. .. •• 710 700 

NoTeml>er to December . • . . • • 705 735 

The farming out of the li-kin tax on foreign opium does not appear to 
have affected the trade in opium to any appreciable extent. The sum 
which the farmers of the tax agreed to pay for the year was 50,000 dollars ; 
but when the authorities saw the return of the foreign opium imported, 
ihey made the farmers pay an additional sum of 30,000 dollars, the whole 
lamount of li'km on foreign opium collected during the year bein^ counted 
at about 110,000 dollars. The revenue which the Chinese Government 
collected from foreign opium at this port last year must have been con- 
siderably above 25,000/ This does not include the duties, or** squeezes,'* 
collected at the various inland barrier stations. 

The Returns show an increase of 2,116 piculs in the amount of lead 
10 pigs imported last year above thai imported in 1880. This increase 
in the supply of lead is called for by the extension of the tea trade, but 
the importation last year is supposed to have been excessive. 

None of the other imports call for special notice. It may be worthy 
of mention, however, that, on account of lowness of freig'nt, the steamers 
lait year imported indigo. This commodity was previously carried only 
in junks, and the iudigo exported from this place is still so carried. 

Exports. 

Tea, — The Returns again show a considerable increase ih the export 
of tea. Last year the amount was 12,859,467 lbs., and that of 1880 was 
12,063,450 lbs., giving an increase of 796,017 lbs., in 1881, as compared 
vith 1S80. The quality of the tea, however, was inferior, and consider- 
ably bolow the average of former years. As the quantity produced 
increases, the quality, on the whole, seems to deteriorate. Last season 
was not, 1 have been told, a very prosperous one for the merchants and 
packers, hut very good for the growers, ^ho must have made large profits. 
The share taken by the foreign firms in the business last year was about 
the same as in the one before. The number of the Chinese traders 
remains, also, mu^ as it was, though some of the hongs change from 
/ear to year. The season began very eaily, the first purchases having 
been made about the middle of March. 
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About the beginning of the season the prices qf "good** an4 
" superior ** were about 25 and 27 dollars'a picul respectively. But i\\^ 
prices soon rose, and continued very high for seme time. About the 
end of August they begau to decline, but an unexpected demand for fine 
teas for London sent the prire3 for these up again. Afterwards, how-r 
ever, prices declined, until in December they were lo^er than those at the 
beginning of the season. While prices were very high the foreign firms 
did not buy much, but the native hongs bought largely. These latt^ 
took up all the tine teas they could get at any price, however Ifigh, and at 
the same time provided themselves with very inferior teas, for the purpose 
of mixing. Not only were the bad leaves of this locality bought up for 
this purpose^ but from the mainland also a considerable quantity of 
inferior tea was imported bv junk. The Chinese authorities at Amoy, on 
the request of Her Majesty's Consul there, took measures to stop the 
exportation of tea from the mainland to this port for use in mixing. 

The cultivation of the tea shrub is extending far and quickly in this 
island. The farmers seem to think the shrub will flourish in any kind of 
soil, and at any elevation, and with any aspect. Experience has, however, 
already taught some that there are situations and circurostjinces in which 
it will not thrive. Hence several plantations have had to be given up, at 
least for the present, and it is likely that several others will have to be 
abandoned. But as these are given up others are formed, and, in several 
cases, bad and useless plants have been replaced by others, young and 
healthy. There are tea plantations now on many of the hill9 which only 
a few years ago were inaccessible to any Chinaman. The savages whq 
then haunted these hills have been driven back to the higher mountains, 
but in some districts there are tea farms in dangerous proximity to savage 
settlements. It is not easy to give much attention to the crop in such 
circumstances, and, indeed, many growers seem to plant the young shrub, 
and afterwards take no further care of it. Others weed and prune, and 
generally expend much labour on their plantation. 

Camphor, — The export of camphor in 1881 was less than that of 1880 
by about 3,000 piculs, the former year showing 9,3J6 piculs against 
12,335 in the latter. One cause for this falling-off was the lowness of 
prices in Hong Kong, the place to which all Tamsui camphor is consigned. 
Another was the enhanced difficulty of obtaining and transporting the 
camphor. In the district from which mainly it is obtained the savages, 
last year, were acting on the aggressive. There were several serious 
fights during the year between them and the Chinese, in which the latter 
suffered severely. As the hills are cleared the difficulty of obtaining and 
transporting the camphor increases, and, as matters are now, the trade ii^ 
this article is not likely to flourish. The price of camphor at the 
beginning of the year was 12 dol. 40 c. a tub of about 460 lbs. In June 
it rose to J 3 dollars, but soon after it fell to 10 dolli^rs, at which it 
remained to the end of the year. Of the camphor exported, only 57 piculs 
were brought to port under transit pass by British hierchants. 

Coal, — The amount of coal exported from Kelung and Tamsui iq 
foreign vessels during the year 1881, as reported to the Imperial Maritime 
Customs, was 4'6,178 tons. In 1880 the an^ount so reported was 
24,654 tons, and there was consequently an increase of 21,524 tons in the 
export of J 881 as compared with that of the year before. These figures 
show only the amount shipped in foreign vessels and reported to the 
Customs. A very large quantity besides was taken away from Kelung 
by the Chinese Government steamers, transports, and men-of-war. The 
coal thus exported was derived entirely from the Government mine at 
Coal Harbour, but I have not been able to ascertain its amount. 

There was a large demand for ICelung coal last year, and the prices 
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rose considerably. The quotations at the Government mine at the end of 
the year, as supplied to me. were 1 dollar per ton for coal dust, 3 dollars 
for** nuts/' and 4 dol. 10 c. for large coaL The prices at the private 
mines were a little lower, and there was a ready market for all they could 
yield. 

The Government colliery works were last year put under the manage- 
ment of a Cantonese official of considerable abilities. Since he came into 
office the mine seems to have prospered, and I believe, as a commercial 
undertaking, it is very successful. Much of the success is doubtless due to 
the enthusiastic and persevering devotion of the superintending engineer, 
Mr. Tyzack, to its interests. In the issue of the Hong Kong ** China 
Mail " for the 8th September last there is an article on the Kelung mine» 
which is evidently officially inspired. From this article I transcribe the 
following :-^ 

'* Concerning the output of the mines, it is worthy of note that great 
progress has been made during the last two or three years. In the year 
1878 the total amount raised was 14,029 tons; this was more than doubled 
during the year 1879, the total shown fur that year being 30,046 tons* 
A very large increase upon this last amount was shown by the last year*s 
working; and for the first half-year of 1881 we are informed thai nearly 
30,000 tons have been brought to the surface. Indeed, with one or two 
more shafts it is confidently expected that the output might be increased 
to 500 tons per day, or say, roughly, allowing for New Year and other 
slack seasons, 150»000 tons per annum. When it is borne in mind that 
this result is attainable at a cost little in excess of that incurred in 1878 
by the production of 14,0(0 tons, it may be perceived why the Chinese 
are beginning to understand and appreciate the value of such a work as 
the Kelung Colliery. Indeed, fewer iCiUropeans are connected with the 
work now than were employed in 1878, and as the only additional outlay 
on production is to be credited to the native coal-hewers, who are paid on 
an average, say) 40 cents per ton for their labour, the profit upon the 
larger output must be very considerable. As at present managed, there- 
fore, it would appear that the Anglo-Chinese minmg operations at 
Kelung bid fair to prove a paying speculation for the Chinese Govern- 
ment. The mines are now, we believe, nominally under the supervision 
of the Commissioner of Customs at Foochow, and seeing that the 
Foochow arsenal and the gun-boats connected with it are believed to be 
good customers of the colliery, such an arrangement is probably an 
improvement upon former plans. It would be interesting to find how far 
the Reli;ng product is likely to supersede the English and Australian 
aiticle, so far as this coast is concerned ; but we believe that the China 
M^r^,hants' Company and the official gun-boats will, in time, draw a large 
portion of their supply from this source. The cost of Kelung coal is 
stated to be, taking large and small into account, about 2 dol. 50 c. per 
ton, and even after charges for transport are added, the rate would com* 
pare favourably with those ruling for other kinds. For the present, how- 
ever, it may be said that the principal effect of this competition upon the 
coal-market in China will be more a lessening of the demand on the 
Chinese side for foreign coal than anything else. What influence it may 
exercise upon the market in the future will depend in a great measure 
upon the careful working of the coal, the maintenance of •its quality, and 
its acceptance by large consumers on the China coast. An English 
agency for this description of coal was mooted some time ago, but nothing 
has lately been heard of the project.^ 

In 1881 there were fifty-one firitish vessels which loaded with coal at 
Kelung, while in 1880 the number was only thirty-six. Coal is the only 
export from Kelung, place which has few or no imports. Not only at 
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the Government coal mine was there increased activity last year. The 
pi'ivate mines also had very remunerative employment, and several new 
mines were opened near Kelung and Nuan-nuan. Nearly all the coal 
from this latter district is brought to Tamsui. Besides what is exported 
in foreign vessels and Chinese GoverniQent transports, a large quantity is 
taken away in junks to the mainland and to various ports in Formosa. 

Shipping. 

The total number of vessels which entered Tamsui and Kelung last 
year was, according to Customs Returns* 138 of 58,879 tons. These 
were distributed as to nationality thus : — 

British .. .. •• .. .. ..115 

Chinese (Bteamers) .. .. .. .• .. 4 

German .. .. .. .. .. ..16 

Swedish .. .. .• .. .. .. 3 

138 

The Chinese steamer which had been running opposition to the 
Douglas Lapraik line in 1880 made only three trips at the beginning of 
last fedLT. The experiment made by the China Merchants* Company could 
not have been remunerative, but it remains to be seen whether it is to be 
repeated. 

There was not any casualty or other circumstance of note with 
reference to foreign shipping at this port or Kelung during the year. 

Besides the three China Merchants'. Companies* steamers there is a 
steamer reported as Chinese. This is a small launch introduced by a 
native storekeeper and compradore. The launch was made at Hong Kong, 
and was originally intended to carry passengers, tow junks, and carry cargo. 
It now plies as a passenger boat between this place and Banka, making 
the trip there and back twice or thrice a day. It is already a great 
favourite, and, judging from the number of passengers who travel by it, 
the experiment must be pronounced successfut 

General. 

An innovation was made last year by the high provincial authorities at 
Foochow, which may eventually prove of some importance. Certain 
steamers, called and treated as Chinese men-of-war, had for some yes^rs 
come and gone between Foochow and Kelung or Tamsui. A few of these 
were last year reduced to the rank of transport steamers, and set apart 
for the conveyance of troops and munitions of war. Then an announce* 
ment was suddenly made that these steamers would carry passengers and 
cargo between Foochow and the ports of Formosa. They now ruu 
between Kelung and Foochow, and carry passengers at 3 dollars each. 
They have not as yet, so far as my information goes, got any cargo« nor 
have they begun to ply between Tamsui and Foochow, or any other port 
on the mainland. The Assistant or Deputy Haikuan, however, has been 
appointed agent here, and the civil authority at Kelung has been appomted 
agent at that port. These vessels do not enter at the Imperial Maritime 
Customs except for cargo at Treaty ports ; they can go apparently to any 
port, whether open to foreign commerce or not, and they are subject to 
very little control. If they are to enter into competition with foreign 
vessels, the latter will doubtless suffer severely. These Chinese Govern- 
ment steamers, however, draw too much water to allow them to cross the 
Tamsui bar at the ordinary high tides when they have even a small 
cargo. 
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Last year was a very disastrous one to t^e small farmers in severe 
large districts of North Formosa. There were three typhoons, of which 
two were very terrihie, and swept not only over this country but also over 
a vast extent of territory besities. The rice crops of this region were in 
some places utterly destroyed, and the tea and other crops also were in 
several districts either ruined or greatly damaged. These typhoons were 
attended by heavy and continued downifalls of rain« and all the rivers and 
streams overflowed their banks and inundated the country, in some cases 
sweeping off trees, shrubs, standing crops, and carrying away bridges and 
eipbankments. The ravages caused were dreadful to contemplate, and 
they must havfi occasioned great privations and misery. The rice produced 
here was insufficient for the requirements of the inhabitants, and a quantity 
was imported from the mainland. The price of rice at Banka varied from 
2 doU 50 c to about 3 dollars per picul of 120 catties. The immediate 
neighbourhood of Tamsui did not suffer very much from the typhoons 
and floods, and a considerable amount of rice was taken away in the 
Government steamers for th^ starving inhabitants of the Fescadore Islands. 
Tlie summer and autumn crops were both harvested in this district, but the 
latter was considerably injured. 

An important element in estimating the commercial prosperity of this 
place is its' Chinese passenger traffic. Table 7 gives a comparative view 
of this traffic for the last three years. From this it appears that in 1 881 
80 many as 12,696 Chinese travelled by foreign vessels to and from these 
ports, the number in 1880 having been 8,648, which was a considerable 
advance on the year previous. In addition to the passengers carried in 
foreign vessels there were several hundreds of Chhiese who travelled by the 
Chinese Government steamers to and from Kelung and Fooehow. The 
increasp in the passenger traffic is doubtless due largely to a reduction in 
the rates of passage-money by steamer. A common Chinaman will prefer 
to pay 3 dollars for his passage in a steamer to 2 dollars for one in a junk, 
but he will not pay 4 dollars for the former. 

In Table 8, I have given a comparative statenient of the import] and 
export of treasure at these ports for the years 1879, 1880, and 1881. 
From this Table it will be seen that the import of treasure last year was 
less than that of 1880 by 23,430/., and that the export was greater by 
1,538/. 

On the whole, the past year may be considered from the commercial 
point of view, if not very good, at least more than up to the ayerage. The 
revenue collected by the Imperial Maritime Customs during the yea^ 
amounted to 88,128/., being, as shown in Table 2, greater than that of 
1880 by 4,21 6/. An increase in this branch of the revenue indicates an 
increase in other branches, and the Imperial Government may feel satisfied 
at the results of foreign commerce at this port. The revenue from taxes on 
land and other kinds of property also grows from year to year, as jungle^ 
aire cleared and w^ste lands brought under permanent cultivation, and the 
colonization by Chinese settlers extends. The people are also growing 
rich and prosperous, or at least all have it in their power to become such. 
Wages are high, trade is good, and there is now tolerable security for life 
and property. 

{Signed) T. WATTERS, Comul 

British Consulate, Tamsui, March 6, 1882. 
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(No. li) — Comparative Table of the Values of the net total Trade of 
Tamsui and Kelung for the Yeai-s 1879, 1880, and 1881 . 





Value 
in 1879. 


Value 
in 1880. 


Value 
in 188L* 


Increase in 

1881 
compared 
with 1880. 


rorj&i;^ik imports • • • • 
Native imports . • 


£ 
352,429 
73,127 


£ 
3^2.459 
91,313 


£ 
383,771 
99,854 


£ 
31,312 
8,541 


Gross total imports 
Deduct re-exports • 


425,556 
214 


443,772 
5,378 


483.625 
6,895 


• • 

• • 


Net total imports 
Exports (excluding re-expo^is) • • 


425,342 
573,570 


438,394 
636,151 


476,730 
661.992 


38,336 
25.841 


l^Tet total trade .. 


998,912 


1,074,545 


1,138,722 


64,177 


(Signed) T. WATTERS, 
British Consulate, Tamsui, February 28, ;882. 


Copsul. 



(No. 2,) — ^Table showing the Revenue collected by the Imperial Mari- 
time Customs at Tamsui during the Years 1879, 1880, and 1881. 





1879. 


1880. 


1881. 


Import dutie8'(exclusiva of opium) 

„ opium ' •. 
Export duties • • • • 
Coasttfade. 
Transit 
Tonnage does 


£ 

5,917 

9.385 

67,777 

42* 

41 

640 


£ 

6,664 

10,579 

65,654 

497 

32 

486 


£ 

6,072 

10,600 

69,895 

666 

6 

934 


Total 


78,182 


83,912 


88,128 



Increase of revenue i^ 1881 as compared with that of 1880, 4,216/. 

(Signed) T. WATTERS, Consul. 

priHsh Consulate, Tamsui, February 28, 1882. 
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(No. 4.)— CtiMPAiiATiTE Table of principal Imports, excluding Opium, 
for the Years 1879, 1880, and 1881. 













1881 CO 


mpared 












with 1880. 


Goods. 




1879. 


1880. 


1881. 








Increase. 


Decrease. 


Grey shirtings. . • . 


Pieces 


43.748 


31,292 


32,135 


843 




White 


f> 


45,557 


46,650- 


49.521 


8,871 


• • 


Sundry cottons 


»r 


18,741 


21,217 


24.155 


2,938 


., 


English camlets • • 


9* 


.%310 


2,987 


2,879 


. . 


108 


Long ells . . • • 


$t 


2,063 


1,310 


1.813 


503 


• • 


Sundry iroollens 


f* 


4,199 


4,154 


4,069 


. . 


85 


Nail-rod irons.. 


Piculs 


438 


1,319 


746 


, . 


573 


Lead, in pigs . . 


f» 


8,046 


7,388 


9,504 


2,116 


• • 


Tin, in slabs . . 


>» 


157 


177 


141 


«, 


36 


Cotton yam • • 


»» 


324 


372 


435 


63 


• • 


Cuttle-fish 


>9 


607 


1,301 


1,264 


,, 


37 


Grass-cloth, coarse 


»» 


555 


643 


491 


• • 


152 


Medicines 


»» 


1,367 


l,9ei 


1,542 


,, 


419 


Nankeens 


>» 


474 


660 


253 


, , 


407 


Paper, second qualities . . 


9t 


1,625 


1,655 


1,460 


,, 


195 


Silk thread .. 


91 


73 


101 


59 


•• 


42 



(Signed) T. WATTERS, Consul. 

British Consulate, Tamsui, February 28, 1882. 



(No. 5.) — CoMFABA.TiY£ Table of the Import of Foreign Opium from 

1879 to 1881. 





1879. 


1880. 


1881. 


Benares 

Patna . 

Persian .. •• 

Turkey 


Piculs. 

1,798 -80 

25 20 

814 -30 

26-38 


Piculs. 
1,744 -80 
2-40 
320 191 
127 -641 


Piculs. 

1,433 -97 

33-60 

447 -40 

274 -80 


Re-exported 


2,164-68 


2,195 044 
45-96 


2,189-77 
47-65 


Net imports 


2,164 -68 


2,149 -08^ 


2,142 12 



(Signed) T. WATrEHS, Omul. 

British Consulate^ Tamsui, February 28, 1882. 
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(No. 6.)— CoMFAKATivR Table of the Export Trade of Tamsni and 
Kelmij? for the Yenrs 1879, 1880. and 1881. 













1881 compared vith 
188U. 


Doscription of Goodi . 




1879. 


1880. 


1881. 












Increaae. 


Decreue. 


Agar-*pir ... 


Picoli 


SOS 87 


6^3 22 


4 83 




648 89 


cJmphor .„ 


.• ... 




11,048 40 


12,SS5 17 


9.S16 59 


, , 


8,018 58 


Co«l 




Tons 


28,89S 


24,654 


46,178 


21.624 


... 


Hemp 


... 


Ficuli 


240 92 


44 10 


2S7 52 


193 42 


... 


RaUrnit ... 


.. ... 




665 SO 


S04 


111 04 




193 96 


Ten, b*ack ... 


... 


»t 


85.0S3 88 


90,476 88 


96,446 01 


6,970 18 


... 


Ouuphor-trood plaiiki ... 
Hurl wood ditto 


Pieces 


11,466 


2.9S7 


4,591 


1.604 


... 


»» 


4,419 


1.929 


1,836 


94 


... 



(Sijfiied) T. WATTEEIS, ConsuL 

British Consulate, Tamsui, February 28, 1882. 



(No.'7.)— Pabsewger Traffic in Foreign Vessels at Tamsui and Kelung 
during the Years 1879, 1880, and 1881. 





Prom Hong Kong and 
Coast Ports. 


To Hong Kong and Coast 
PorU. 




Europeans. 


Chinese. 


Enropeanii. 


Chinese. 


1879 

1880 

1881 


59 
46 
41 


2,483 
3.744 
6,329 


75 
49 
43 


2,805 
4.904 
6,367 



(Signed) T. WATrERS, Consul, 

firitish Consulate^ Tamsuiy February 15, 1882. 



(No. 8.) — Comparative Table of Import and Export of Treasure at 
Tamsui for the Years 1879, 1880, and 1881. 





Importsd. 






Hong l^ong. 


Coast Ports. 


Total. 


1879 
1880 
1881 


£ 
14,318 
51,589 
31,665 


£ 
187,817 
138,347 
184,841 


£ 
202,135 
189,936 
166,506 





EXPORTKD. 






Hong Kong. 


Coast Ports. 


Total. 


1879 
1880 
1881 


£ 
21.518 
17,740 
21,217 


£ 
27,997 
27,197 
25,258 


£ 
49,515 
44,937 
46,475 



(Signed) T. WATTERS, Consul. 

British Consulate^ Tamsui^ February 28, 1882. 
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TIEN-TSIN. 

Report on the Trade of Tien-Uinfor the Year 1881. 

The total trade of the port of Tien-tsin during the year 1881, that is 
to savy the total trade in vessisls owned by foreigners or of foreign type, 
amounted to 25,095,990 taeU. Taking the tael (which is the Customs 
tael, equal to the amount of pure gilver contained in 1*565 Mexican 
dollars) as being worth 5« 9^., we find this sum to be the equivalent of 
7,215,097/. The imports amounted to 22.441,937 taels (6.452,057/.), 
and the exports to 2,654,033 taels (763,040/). In the year 1880, imports 
came to 23,402,834 taels, and exports to 2.797.'282 taels ; total, 26,*200, 116 
taels. There was, therefore, a decrea&e in the year under review of about 
1,100,000 taels, or rather more than 4 per cent, of the value of the trade. 
Taking, however, the net value of the trade, that is to say, deducting all 
goods which are imported and re-exported by sea, ahd the tea which is 
imported here in order to be sent overland to Russia, the trade for 1S81 
is 21,606/231 taels, against 2 ,668,434 taels iu 1880. The decrease in 
value thus appears as only about 60,000 taels, which a close examination 
of the Returns shows to be more than covered by the great reduction in 
price at which many articles have been valued by the Custom-house 
during the past year. This reduction, I may remark, is in the case of 
many articles to great that it must clearly be due to some other cause 
than a natural depreciation in the value of the goods. Moreover; the 
branch of trade which is of far the greatest importance to us, that of 
foreign imports, shows an increase of 420,0U0 taels. Under these circuni- 
stanoes we may consider that the trade for the year uhder review is on a 
satisfactory footing, in dpite of the diminution shown in the total of the 
gross Returns. 

Imports; 

Foreign goods imported direct from foreign countries, including, of 
course, Hong Kong, come to 1,104,955 taels (317,675/.); and foreign 
goods imported vifi other Chinese ports to 9,619,963 taels; together, 
10,724,918 taels (3,083,414/.). Native produce from other parts of 
China amounts to 11,717,019 taels (3,083,414/.): total, 22,441,1^37 taels 
(6,452,057/). Foreign goods were re-exported to the small valu^ of 
135,362 taels (38,916/.). and native goodd td the still more trifling value 
of 17,914 taels (5,151/.). 

Foreign Imports. 

Foreign goo'ls show an increase over the preceding year of about 
420,000 taels (120,750/), the excess being divided among all the prin- 
cipal articles of import ; .while '* sundries," on the other hand, were 
diminished by about 45,000 taels (13,837/.). 

Cotton Goods. — These aie the mos!; important of foreign imports at 
Tien-tsin. Their net %alue for 1881 is 6,lb6,03.n taels (l,778,486/.)» 
against .5,880,640 taels in 1880. Gray shirtings head the list with 
1,115,598 pieces, against 975.075 pieces in the preceding year. After 
these come white shirtings, 536,659 pieces, against 421,881 pieces, the 
import for the year being tlie largest on record by nearly 100,000 pieces. 
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Next come T-cloths, 513,715 pieces ap^ainst 494,140 pieces. Though 
there is thus a slight iinproYement shown in the demand ior this article* 
still there appears no prospect of its resuminsr the position it held ten or 
twelve years ago, when more than 1,000,000 pieces were imported for 
several years in succession. According to information given me by 
Chinese dealers, the place of T-cloths has been taken by drills and sheet- 
ings. Though this is in some degree borne out by the Customs Returns, 
still the increase in the last-mentioned articles is not sufficient to account 
entirely for the decrease in the former, and there must be some further 
reason as well. American sheetings are 368,977 pieces, against 355,332 
in 1880; British, 39,375, against 33,951. The factories of the United 
States » therefore, continue almost to monopolize the production of this 
particular article. It is to be hoped that manufacturers at home will soon 
tarn their attention to this class of goods, and show whether they are able 
to compete in it with their rivals in America^ who, according to political 
economy, should be hopelessly over-weighted in neutral markets by the 
protection which gives them a sure and safe trade in their own country. 
As the import of sheetings into China had in 1880 reached the respectable 
figure of 877,806 pieces, worth more than 500,000/., it can hardly be said 
any longer that the trade in them is too insignificant for our manufac- 
turers to think it worth troubling themselves about. American drills are 
190,352 pieces, against 114>780 in 1880; English drills, 166,788, against 
91,165« American drills, therefore, still keep the lead, although they no 
longer threaten to drive English drills entirely out of the market, as they 
seemed likely to do a few years ago. It must be remembered also that, if 
values be taken instead of quantities, the import from the United States 
will show a much la^'ger excess over that from England. Thus^ according 
to the Customs Returns, the American drills imported were worth 472,004 
taels, or an averagrir of 2*47 taels per piece ;' while the En|;lish drills were 
worth 327,923 taels, or 1*96 taels per piece. Dutch drilln have almost 
dropped out of the trade, being 2,840 pieces against 49,300 in the pre- 
ceding year. The import of Turkey red cambrics has increased from 
119,011 to 156,683 pieces; and that of jeans and twills from 121,979 
to 152,482 pieces.- The only article which has fallen oif, besides Dutch 
drills, is shirtings, dyed and brocaded, which have decreased from 13,695 
to 5,775 pieces. 

Generally speaking, the piece-goods trade for the year is said not to 
have been profitable ; while the previous year, in which the import was so 
much smaller, is said to have been an exceptionally good one for all 
engaged in tha trade. That large profits in one year should cause next 
year an excessive import, and consequent loss, is not an unusual case in 
China any more than in any other part of the world. Even the buyers, 
who should have profited by the forced sales at low rates, seem to have 
found that the consumption up country was not brisk enough to take 
off their goods at remunerative prices. White shirtings, however, I. am 
informed, did well for the most part ; and so did some expensive English 
drills, which were specially made to compete with the Americans. Indeed, 
as a general rule m all sorts of cottons, the better the quality of the 
article the more freelv it sold, and the larger the profit it showed. If this 
continues to be the case in Tien-tsm and the other large markets of China, 
manufacturers in England will no longer have anv reason to turn their 
attention chiefly to the production of heavily-sized articles. A small 
quantity— perhaps 20,000 piece? — of T-cloths and giey shirtings, manu- 
factured in Bombay, were imported duriuf^ the year, and were said to have 
sold profitably and to have pleased their buyers. A small quantity of 
yarn from the same place also met with a satisfactory reception. Samples 
of German piece-goods have lately been shown to the dealers, but I am 
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nnable to say whether it is likely that the goods thomselves will follow the 
samples. 

l*he ProviDce of Shan-si has always been a larg^e customer for 
foreifrn piece-goods at this port. Though the terrible famine whica 
ravaged the province four and five years ago is now, happily, a thing 
of the past, still itd effects have not yet disappeared, and the condition and 
number of the population are far below what they were formerly. In two 
years more, however, say the Chinese here, the Shan-si trade will have 
resumed its normal state. I should hardly think that this could happen in 
so short a time. But, whether after two years, or after five or more years, 
we may certainly hope before very long to see a large development in the 
consumption of piece-goods at this port. 

. Woollen Goods. — On account of the severe cold prevailing throughout 
the north of China in the winter months, one would expect woollen goods 
to form an important item in the trade of Tien-tsin. Nevertheless, their 
consumption here bears a much smaller proportion to that of cotton goods 
than is the case at the ports in the centre of China, the reason doubtless 
being that in North China well-to-do persons who can afford to buy cloth 
invariably dress in furs during the winter The import for 1881 shows a 
large increase over that for 1880, namely^ 451,457 taels (129,794/.), 
against 395,875 taels. The improvement is shared by all the principal 
kinds of woollens, except lastings, which fell from 12,833 to 12,438 pieces. 
Spanish stripes have risen from 6,632 to 8,1 72 pieces. Long ells from 
1,561 to 2,110 pieces. English camlets from 6,670 to 8,143 pieces. 
Lustres and Orleans from 14,258 to 18,390 pieces. These last were 
formerly in much higher demand, the consumption of them being in 1873 
as high as 75,000 pieces. So called Russian cloth, an imitation of real 
Russian cloth, made in Germany and exported from Hamburg, has 
increased from 1,920 to 3,320 pieces. 

Metals. — The trade in these has grown from 246,410 Uels to 307,621 
taels (88,442/.). The chief increase is in iron, the import of which, 
including nail-rod and bar iron, more than doubled itself, namely, 50,000 
piculs. against 20,000 piculs. Lead (8,421 piculs) shows a slight increase ; 
copper (7,768 piculs) and tin (157 piculs) a slight decrease; steel 
(7,066 piculs, afi:ainst 12,521 piculs) a large decrease. 

Opium. — The trade in this article has not flourished during the past 
year. The net import, indeed, was 200 chests larger in 1881 than in 
1880. But the consumption has really been smaller; as at the beginning 
of 1880 there was a stock of nearly 1,000 chests in hand, and at the end 
of it hardly any, while at the beginning of 1881 there was hardly any in 
hand, and at the end of it about 800 chests. The net import of Malwa 
was 3,025 piculs in 1881, against 2,760 in 1880; Patna, 174, against 8; 
Persian, 222 against 450; total. 3,421, against 3,218. In the winter of 
1880-81, when the port was closed, Malwa went as high as 580 Tien-tsin 
taels per chest. At the opening of the river it stood at 525 Tien-tsin 
taels, and about May fell to 475 Tien-tsin taels. In July there were rumourn 
that the li-kin on opium was to be increased immediately, and buyers were 
all anxious to purchase before this might take place. The price of Malwa 
then, rose to 530 Tien-tsin taels ; but it afterwards fell again and now 
stands at 485 Tien-tsin taels. At the beginning of the season Patna was 
at 460 Tien-tsin taels. it then fell to 432 lien-tsin taels rose to 492 
Tien-tsin taels, and now is at 463 Tien-tsin taels. Persian, of good 
quality, varied between 445 and 400 Tien-tsin taels, at which latter figure 
it now stands. 

Foreigners connected with opium at Tien-tsin do not look with any 
hopefulness on the pr spects of the trade. They think that the foreign 
drug is being steadily superseded by the native. The Returns of trade for 
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the last ten years certainly show a gradual though not v6ry rapid 
decrease in the annual import. Native opium from the north-east and 
from various western jprovinces has long found its way to Tien-tsin. But 
what particularly alarms importers is, that the cultivation is said to be 
rapidly extending in this province, and even in this neighbourhood. 
Opium is said to have been grown last year at Kaiping {the country of the 
coal mines near here), which exactly resembled Malwa in flavour, though 
its strength was not quite so great. In consistency it, of course, was very 
different. A correspondent writes from Tien-tsin to d Shahghae newspaper 
in December last, *' and in this province, Chihli» the growth will indeed be 
great. There is no longer any restriction on the crop, and as it pays 
large profits — it is said six or eight times greater than can be got from 
cereals, or v^etables, or cotton, or seeds — farmers have no scruple about 
the industry.* 1 ha^e no means of verifying these or the many other reports 
1 have heard ; and rumours in China are notoriously untrustworthy. Still, 
where there is so much smoke there is probably some fire beneath. 
Certainly the policy of encouraging the growth of native opium doeb not 
a^ree with the published utterances of the Governor-General of this 
province, Li Hung-chang. But since the Chinese Government is really 
unable under present circumstances to keep out Indian opium by any other 
means, the most rudimentary idfeas on political economy might teach it 
that the nation would be a gainei" by cbnsuming opium of its own produc- 
tion, and so saving the 6 or 8 millions 8t«'rlitig which it contributes 
annually to the Indian Exchequer. The Imperial Government has not yet 
adopted this policy of under-selling. Nor have we enough evidence to be 
able to say that the Governor-General Li has adopted it either. But the 
action regarding opium of many high officials in different parts of the 
Empire has plainly been influenced by the knowledge that in destroying 
native opium they were only making the way for more from India ; and unless 
the Indian Government comes to some fiscal arrangement which will be 
agreeable to the Chinese Government, not merely to one which is accepted 
in despair of obtaining a better, I have not the slightest doubt that» liefore 
many years are past, throughout the whole Chinese Empire poppy cultiva- 
tion will be carried on unchecked, and Ihdiah opium will be superseded by 
native for general use, remaining merely a luxury for a small minority of 
wealthy persons. 

iSundriei. — These fbrm a very miscellaneous list, and the majority of 
them are not worth much attention. I mention a few of the most 
important. Bicho de mar, or sea slug, reaches the large value of 102,770 
taels (29,546/.). Colours and dyes have increased from 1,236 to 1,536 
piculs. Their value for this year is giveri as 3SiO,707 taels (92,204/.). 
Though the impot't has increased, the trade in these goods, I learn, has 
not been prosperous during the past year, a very large proportion of them 
still Remaining in the importers' warehouses. This is said to be due 
partly to the death last spring of the Empress Dowajrer, which lessened the 
ordinary demand for bright coloured clothing. These dyes are aniline 
dyes imported from Hamburg. English dyes have no chance against 
them at all. Needles were imported to the amount of 459,0(K),000. This 
seems a large number; but it is small compared with the import of the 
preceding year, which was 1,010,000,000. The import of this article 
vaHes very much. The average for ten years past is about 750,000,000; 
but four years ago it fell to 272,000,0(0. The import of matches 
doubled, rising from 92.050 to 18l;541 gross df boxes. Kerosine fel 
rom 315,221 to 292,030 gallons. 
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Native Imports. 

These^ including the portion re-exported either by sea or to Russia over- 
land, amounted to ] 1,7]7,019 taels (8,083,414/.), a decrease of L286,46d 
taels from the previous year. Net imports were 8,515,898 taels 
(2,448,322/.), a decrease of 424,307 taels. The largest article was tea of 
al] kinds, to the Value of 8,620,379 taels (J^040,859/.)» ""o^t of which 
was as usual destined for Uussia. Then sugar, brown, white, and candy, 
together valued at 1,360,460 taels (391,132/.); silk piece-goods, 
1,286,715 taels (360,930/.) ; rice, belonging to the Chinese Government, 
1,079,743 toels (310,426/.), belonging to private importers 966,050 taels 
(277,739/.). Ihe hnport of tea tdr Russia shows a considerable decrease 
in value, though not in quantity, being 294,985 piculs, valued At 3,179,8Si2 
taels (914,219/.), against 296,869 piculs, valued at 4,055,310 taels, iti 
1880* It is said that ih a few years tea from China will be sent to 
Sibet^a by the River Amoor, instead of across Mongolia from Tien-tsiii 
to Kiachta, the latter route being unsatisfactory because of the great cost 
of the long land carriage, and the carelessness and dishonesty of the 
Chinese ot Mongols in charge of the caravans. The Russian firms 
established at Tien-tsin will, I imagitie, be the greatest losers by the 
chat)ge. Th^ steamers* Companies traditig here and the owners of land in 
the foreign settlements will also suffer to some extent; 

E]i:poRfd; 

The export trade of Tien-tsin is of small value compared with the import 
trade, the former in a few years amounting to one-tenth of the value of the 
latter, in spite of the spirited efforts of foreign and native merchants to 
find articles for which there may be a demand in other countries or other 
partQ of China. The list of exports , destined for foreign couutries is a 
pretty long one ; but many 6f the articles are procilrable in but very small 
quantities. Thus, feathers, horse hair; yak's haii*, yak's tails, goat skin^^ 
sheep skins, lamb skins, were all exported to the value of a few hundred 
pounds each, and bristles, curiosities, hides, musk, rhubarb, silk, 
embroidery, to values varying froiti l^OOO/ to 5;000t. The three chief 
articles sent to foreign countries are wool, goat skin, rug§, and straw 
braid« Camel's wool shows a large falliiig off compilr^d with the previous 
year, being only 9,767 piculs (value about 26,000/.), against 16,442 piculs 
in 1880. Goat's wool shows a still larger foiling off, being 1,769 piculs 
(value 5,400/.), agaihst 5,037 piculs. Sheep's wdol ha§ increased from 
703 to 1,362 piculs (talue 4.000/»)* The small demand for camel's wool, 
the principal kmd of the three, is said to be due partly to th^ dissatis- 
faction of purchasers in England at the condition in which the wool 
arrives there^ 30 or 40 per cent of the c6ntents of the bales c6nsistihg of 
dirt^ but partly also t6 the more s^rioUs fact thdt articles manufactured of 
the wool are liable to decays Goat skin nigs show a very la^e increase, 
214,545 pieces against 125,328 pieces. These rugs, which are each made 
of two skins sewn together, are largely exported to the United States, and 
are there used for placing on tho flobrs of railway carriages. Their 
export value is given as at>out 90 tael cents, or 6«; 2^. a-piece. Merchants 
look forward hopefully to a further and permanent increase in the export 
of this article, whi^h is more than I can anticipate, as far as my own 
means of judging allow. Straw braid has decreased from 19,961 to 
17,323 piculs. But 6wing to the fact that the more expetisive kinds have 
been much less exported) and the ch^apef kihdi miith more largely, the 
fkll in the Talue is much greater than the ta\\ in the quantity of the 
[573] k 
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export, namely, from 611,862 taels to 439J12 taels (126,214/.)* The 
cheap kind most in demand was << mottled/* coming principally from the 
Province of Honan. In spite of the falling off, the straw braid trade may 
still be considered flourishinfr, as it is both in quantity and in value far in 
excess of that of any previous year, except 1880. 



Shipping. 

During the yeafr under review 435 vessels entered the port of Tien-tsin. 
Their registered tonnage amounted to 260,337 tons : 313 of them were 
steamers, of 222,422 tons, and 122 were sailing-vesels, of 37,915 tons. 
With one exception all entered with cargo ; but 90 steamers and 82 sailing, 
vessels cleared outwards in ballast. British shipping consisted of 150 
steamers, of 102,577 tons, and 66 safling- ships, of 21,206 tons; total, 216 
vessels, of 1 23, 783 tons. It was thus in both numbers and tonnage as nearly 
as possible one-half of the whole. -The remaining steamers, 163 in number, 
and of 1 19,845 tons, consisted of 158 Chinese and 5 other vessels. The 
non-British sailing-ships, 56 in number, and of 16,709 tons, were 3] 
German and 20 of other nationalities, American, French, Danish, Swedish, 
and Chinese. Turning to the Returns for 1880) I find that the entries 
were, British, 127 steamers and 56 sailing-vessels, In all 183; vessels of 
other nationalities, 163 and 61, in all 224. Therefore, while the entries 
of vessels of other countries have decreased by 1 for steamers and 5 for 
sailing-ships, British steamers and sailing-ships have increased by 23 and 
10 respectively. 

The shipping trade has been fairly profitable throughout the year. 
Steamer freights were low, but in consequence lari^e quantities of cheap 
cargo, which could not have afforded to pay higher rates, have been 
imported or exported, thus in a great degree recouping the steamers for 
their low freights, and at the same time increasing the general total of the 
trade. 



Miscellaneous* 

The coal mines opened at Kaiping near here have been mentioned in 
the Reports of my predecessors for the last year or two. It has been 
proved noW' beyond doubt that there is an ample supply of coal of good 
quality at Kaiping, but it still remains to be seen whether the mines can 
be worked so as to give a profit on the capital expended upon them. 
They will doubtless furnish all the coal required in Tien-tsin and its 
neighbourhood, and will supply the steamers visiting the port. But more 
than this must be done, if the undertaking is to become a commercial 
success ; and it is still considered by outsiders an open question whether 
the coal can be placed on the Shanghae market at a cost which will enable 
it to compete with Japan and Formosa coal. The output up to the 
present has been insignificant, as it was not worth while to raise any large 
quantity till the means were provided for conveying it economically to 
Tien-tsin. In about a month from now a canal which is being dug in the 
neighbourhood of the mines will be completed, and the real business will 
commence immediately. Preparations are also being made for the estab* 
lishment of iron works in connection with the coal mines. The success of 
these depends, as far as I can see, on one event, and that is the building 
of railroads in the north of China, as in any other case it is difficult lo 
imagine T(>hat will become of the iron produced. Indeed, one feels 
inclined to hazard the opinion that the Company must have received some 



Digitized by 



Google 



TIEN-T81N. 129 

private intimation on this head from the high authorities before it could 
have determined to enter upon this additional branch of work.* 

I have another small mining enterprize in this part of the country to 
chronicle, which, unfortunately, has not proved a success. An attempt 
has been made during the past year to open a copper mine on the 
European system in the district of P'ing-ch'Uan Chow, which lies in the 
mountains east of Jehol, and about 150 miles north-eai*t from this port. 
The engineer was a young man» a British subject, though not of European 
parentage, who had received a certain amount of training in Europe and 
America. The capital forthcoming was only about 10,000/. for plant and 
working expenses. Unfortunately, the whole of the money was expended 
before any vein was reached which afforded a hope of profitable working. 
The capitalist refused to advance more funds, and demanded that a trial 
should be made with such ore as had already been raised. Smelting, 
therefore, was attempted, and copper was indeed obtained, but in too small 
a quantity to pay the cost of smelting. The capitalist then closed the 
mine at once in disgust. The failure of the undertaking is to be regretted, 
as being likely to cause prejudice against foreign methods and appliances 
for the future. 

In concluding this Report— though the matter is not directly con- 
cerned with local trade — I may mention the arrival just before the end of 
last season of two new men-of-war supplied to the Chinese Government 
by Sir W. Armstrong, and built in the yard of Messrs. C. Mitchell 
and Co. at Newcastle-upon-Tyne. A description of the vessels was pi(b- 
lished in a Shanghae newspaper, from which I have taken the following 
particulars ; 

The two vessels are sister ships ; they are built of Siemen's Landore 
steel; and they are 220 feet in length over all, 81 feet in breadth, 
17 feet in depth of hold; tonnage (builder's measurement), 975 ; net, 544. 
They have two pairs of two-cylindered compound engines, and carry coal 
for twenty-eight days' consumption at 9 knots speed. Eajjh vessel carries 
two 25-ton breech-loading guns of JO inch calibre, mounted on a central 
pivot turn-table and hydraulic carriage; also four breech-loading 
40-pounders. At 3,000 yards shell from the large guns will pierce iron 
armour 13*8 inches thick. The vessels are also armed with raroa. They 
possess great speed, and tern or stop with extraordinary quickness. They 
are said to give much satisfaction to their purchasers, and undoubtedly 
they do great credit both to their builders and to the distinguished firm 
which designed them. 



* Since the above was written, I have learnt with much regret that moch of tl^e 
work goiog on at these mines has been stopped temporarily. The eastern tombs of the 
reigning dynasty are situated about sixty miles from Kaiping. A high official at Peking 
has memorialiaed the throne to the effect that the deep shaft dug at the mines, acting 
through the veins of the earth, will have a deleterious effect on the tombs. The 
Govemor-Generml Li has been ordered to make inquiry and report; and in the 
meantime work has partially ceased. Ihe Govemor-General is placed in a difficult 
position. Either he must throw over a Company which has been formed with his 
direct sanction and encouragement, and which has laid out a very large quantity of 
capital, or he must take upon himself to declare the mines harmless, with the know, 
ledge that he will then be considered responsible for any bodily ailment or other ill 
which may befall the Emperor or his family. For injury done to ancestral tombs is 
held in China to react upon the liying members of a family. That mines should by 
means of the earth veins (or " dragon's veins " as they are called) affect tombs at a 
considerable distance, is quite in accordance with Chinese geomantic superstition ; but 
the action taken by the high official at Peking may nevertheless be ascribed to political 
motives rather than zeal for the Emperor's bealth« 
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I append comparative Tables of the principal imporU and exports at 
Tien-tsin duripff the paRt three years. 

fSigncd) T. U BULLOCK, 

Acting ConmL 
Tien-Uin, FehvMary 28, 1 882. 



CpMPABJLTiTE Table of the Principal Imparts at Tien-tsin from 
^879 to 1881. 





Oaasiller 








Description of Gooda. 


of 
Quantity. 


18701 


188Q. 


1881. 


Ppinm- 

Mahr* 


Piculs 


4.189 48 


8.760 70 


8.096 OS 


Eatua 


*i 


S78 20 


840 


174 00 


Benares '. 


„ ... 


66 00 


... 


•••^^ 


Pcraiau 


»> ... 


165 00 


4^00 


P88Q0 


Prepared * *•■ *<• ••• •» 


»f .•• 


64 71 


... 


... 


Shirtmgs, grey ' 


Pieces 


1,218,886 


976.076 


1.115,698 


„ white 


*> ••• 


442,067 


421,881 


„ dTedandbrocAded . 
M white 
Prims, chinue*, and furnitures 


n ••• 


23.674 


13.696 


»» ••^ 


2.5b9 
61,967 


68.704 


61.Y44 


Tnrker red canhrics 


w ••• 


131,061 


li9iUl 


166.689) 


Drills^ English ... .» 

„ Dutch .; 


•f .•• 


146.780 
88.890 


91,166 
49.800 


^;iS 


,, American 


M ••* 


^9,S80 


114.780 


liil 


Sheetings. English 


•» .•» 


86.446 


83.951 


American 


M ••• 


409.048 


S66.8S8 


T-cloths„ 


M ••• 


570.767 


494.130 


''\^\ 


Damasks, cotton ... .,. 




2,628 


869 


Jeans and twills 


W ••• 


118.118 


18l|979 


^^?*tS! 


Pimities . ... ... 




1,900 


... 


1.130 


Mnsiins 


«l ... 


14.868 


10.968 


^S'J^ 




t» .»• 


846 


il;?g 


^% 




Dozens 


81163 


Woollen goods— 










Spanish stripes, inferior ... ... 

Long ells. ... • 


Pieces 


6.436 
9,260 


6.682 
1,561 


i:}I? 


Camlets, EngUsh 


n •*» 


9.t)60 


6.670 


4S 


Dutch 


II ... 


130 


64U 


21Q 


„ imiution 




, 




... 


Lastiogs 


M •»• 


11.943 


12,881 


1>,4W 


„ imitation 




... 


... 


... 


.. crape 


... 






640 




It "• 


87,216 


H2^ 


18.390 


>^oollen and cotton mixtures . ..: 


*» ••• 


... 




... 




»» ... 


60 


.M 


81S 


lletals- 










Lead.inpigs 


Piculs 


12,049 90 


8,046 86 


8,421 68 


Quicksilver 


... 


389 86 


87 18 


189 47 


Steel, native and foreign 


i* 


6,066 78 


12,621 37 


7.066 61 


Iron 


., ... 




7.64« 66 


18,339 60 


„ nail-rod and bar 


„ 


15.659 96 


13,476 29 


81,660 79* 


Tin 


... 


976 69 


189 66 
8,i57 74 


167 OS 




*» 


6,880 66 


7,768 04 


Sundries— 










Ck>tton,rair 


„ ... 


11.786 OS 


8.978 68 


877 20 


Mntcbcs... 


Gross M. 


89,460 


92,t)50 


181,641 


Needles 


MUle 


874.160 


1,010,234 


469.780 


Paper, Ist quality 


Piculs 


88,910 68 


97,196 20 


36.016 9S 


.. «i»d^.. 


>* ••• 


88.80S 68 


63,497 98 


63.641 41 


Seaweed, Japan . 


If ... 


80.011 68 


28.169 63 


87.236 68 


„ Russian 




13.471 68 


.« 


"... 


Sugar, brown » 




» ••• 


176.444 49 


906,643 66 


178,617 ST 


T. white ... 




» ••• 


99,376 91 


163,918 10 


133.016 (» 


.. candy ,^ ... .m ... 




1 •* 


16.989 13 


30,355 74 
1,333 68 


36,162 66 


Silk piece-goods 






1,610 16 


1,286 7t 


., ribbons 




, ... 


924 68 


636 28 


T87I7 


„ embroidery 




, 


42 76 


48 77 


36 86 


,. thread 




* 


84 93 
67 86 


80 87 


88 86 


., and cotton mixtures 




» "• 


88 17 


176 64 


Tea. black 




I, ... 


8,769 60 


6.496 30 


1.286 07 


„ green .„ 




• ... 


6.326 88 


6,967 84 


1.984 76 


„ dust 




, ... 


1,193 49 


1.966 48 


l:*^l? 


coame (JapHn) 

Viodow-glass 




M. 


4.831 02 


6,om 96 


Botes 


10,804 


10.881 


8.966 
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CoHPABATivE Table of the Principal Exports at Tien-tsin from 
1879 to 1881. 



' 


ClftMifler 








DescTipUonofGooOs. 


- of 
Quantity. 


187». 


1880. 


188L 




Ficnlt 


10,978 SQ 


19.961 96 


17.828 81 


Batts, black ,^ ,, 


If 


?6,74l 83 
90,900 88 


14,271 «4 


22,901 89 


. red.,. ..; j 


22,991 9S 


98.918 71 


Honia, de«r, yowf 


Pairs ... 


4.408 


6,U9 


8,696 


Be-u. ... 1 


Piculs 


49 72 


• M 


13.802 26 


Rhahart 


*> *•• 


848 IS 


700 24 


1.094 76 


Tobacco .., ,. 

wool, camel*! 


*• r** 


893 62 


531 20 


579 59 




9,b02 58 


16,442 46 


9,772 31 


M sheep** ... .„ M. ... 


»» ... 


142 88 


708 81 


1.862 61 


Tea. black, for Rnaua .„ 


i> ••• 


132.098 09 


77,212 84 


74,171 49 


H brick „ .^ 


>i f- 


269,937 09 


219,271 87 


220,771 66 
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WENCHOW. 

Eepcrt on the Trade of Wenchow durin^f the Year 1881. 

The trade of this port during the above period shows few features 
Worthy of comment. The following Tables, deduced from those of the 
Imperial Maritime ("nstoms, through the courtesy of the Commissioner, 
show an average increase of 22 per cent, on the previous year of thoise 
imports that were brought by craft whose cargoes pass through the foreign 
Customs, while the exports show a diminution of 26 per cent, on the same 
period. It is impossible to ascertain how much of the increase is merely 
transference from purely native bottoms. 



Opium-9- 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 



Imports. 



Piculs. 
13 80 
60 60 
54 00 

189 80 





1881. 


Percentage on 

Average of 

the 3 previous 

Years. 


Percentage 

on 

1880. 




1 


In. 
crease. 


De. 
crease. 


In. 
crease. 


De, 
crease. 


Cotton goods •• • 
Handkerchiefs « • 
Woollen goods 
Metals- 
Copper (Japanese) 

Iron, nail rod • • • 
„ wire •• •( 

Lead, in pigs .,'" , 

Steel 

Sundries — 

Beans .. •• •. 

B^he-de-mer, hlack 
white 

Dates, black 

„ red ,, ., 

Fungus . , 

Window glass 

Lily flowers . . , . 

Matches 

Medicines . . , . 

Nankeens 

Kerosene oil . , 

Pepper, hlack . . 

Rattans 

Sappanwood • • 

Seaweed 
Sugar, white , • 
Tobacco .. 
Varnish .. .. .. 

VermicelU 

Vermillion . . • . 

Wahiuts .. 

Wax, white 


, Piculs .. 

. Dosens .. 

Pieces . . 

Piculs .. 

99 •• 

» 99 • • 

»> • • 

» • • 

99 • • 

** • • 
f> • • 
99 • • 

Sq'.'feet!. 
Piculs .. 
Gross . . 
Piculs .. 

. Gallons .. 
Piculs .. 
>t • • 
f » • • 
»> • • 
»> • • 

99 • • 
»> • • 
f» • • 
t» • • 
99 •• 
»» • • 


80,826 
1,620 
6,243 

412 

4,236 

36 

280 

76 

1,221 

26 

128 

429 

773 

410 

26,300 

1,442 

14,150 

969 

624 

40,000 

61 

492 

284 

3,881 

156 

387 

87 

207 

14 44 
191 
98 

• • 


Perct. 
10 
40 
19 

46 

100 

5 

60 
800 

• • 

30 
39 
95 
60 
30 
30 

160 
108 

37 

12 

33 

50 

25 

lib 

• • 

165 
160 


Perct 

• • 

• • 
20 


Perct. 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

140 


Perct. 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

20 

. • 

• • 

• • 

• • 
20 

100 

35 

• • 

• • 


ToUl value 


55 


•• 


22 


• • 
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# 




Percentage 


on 1880. 




Increase. 


Decrease 




Per cent. 


Per cent. 


Bamboo shoots 




Piculs .. 


i,545 


• • 


110 


Charcoal • • 




*f • • 


12,848 


75 


, , 


Coir 




>» •• 


1,672 


45 


• • 


Oranges 




>» • • 


9,877 


33 


,. 


Cow hides • . 




»» • • 


75 


150 


, , 


Kitty sols . . 




Pieces . . 


21.095 


, , 


2i 


Medicines •• 




Piculs .. 


2,870 


14 - 


, , 


Gum resin • • 




>» ♦ • 


795 


(30 on 1879) 


,, 


Sea blabber .. 




»♦ • • 


d64 


(First year) 


• • 


Tea, fired .. 




»» • • 


699 


, , 


70 


„ nnfired .. 




** • • 


a 619 


• • 


66 


Poles, fir ,. 




»> •• 


25,888 


15 


• • 


Tobacco leaf . • 




>* • • 


959 


•• 


45 


Total valtie 




• • 


• • 


• • 


26 


Treasure (206,500/.) 




•• 


•• 


• • 


n 



Imports, 

Opium, — The local crop was a partial failore in this district during 
1S80-81, hence the reason, to some extent^ of the increase in the import. 
A further influence was in the reduction of the li-kin impost to 28 taels 
per chest, which is, I believe, 5 or 5 taels below the rate at Ningpo. The 
fanner of this tax had been forced to pay for 1881 the sum of 2,500 taels, 
an advance of 500 taels on the previous year, and he at once lowered the 
rate as above stated. Thq 189*80 piculs entered through the foreign 
Customs would give him 3,948 taels^ and 35 piculs more brought by junks 
would yield 980 taels — total, 4»928 taels— -a gross profit of nearly cent, 
per cent. It may well be that the Government might not net a better 
proportion if the tax were -collected by officials. 

Other Imports,^^The Table shows at a glance the comparison with 
previous years. Where the average of the three years 1878-^0 would be 
misleading, on account of a nil importation iti any one of them, the per- 
centage on 1880 alone is shown. 

EXPOBTS. 

These show a decrease in value, referable chiefly to ted^ The amount 
of leaf available for experimental shipments over and above what is ta)cen 
Ky the known native markets, does not seem large enough to attract the 
attention of foreign buyers at Shanghae* The article is, however, a sound 
one, and 1 procure in the market for 1 dollar from 20 lbs. to 25 lbs. of 
the usual quality for my own consumption — a cheaper rate than I have 
ever met with elsewhere. 

Transit Passes. 

Inwards. — Of these 720 were issued^ covering 5,000/. worth of goods 
as against 380, value 3,500/., in 1880. T-cloths formed 40 percent.; 
grey shirtings 19 per cent.; nail rod-iit)n 8 per cent.; and seaweed 
20 per cent, of that total. 

The proportion of the several items leaving the place so covered to the 
amount entering, is one to eight on an average. 
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These passes are issued to Chinese, but subject to the condition that 
they donnt exempt the si^oods from the local li-kin tax. This proviso c^old 
scarcely have been insisted upon had there been a foreign merchant esta- 
blished here at the opening of the port, and of course it will vanish should 
one ever come io open a budiness. In the meantime, the Chinese mer- 
chants acquiesce in the arrangement as on the whole a gain to them. 

OuMardsi — In the event of a foreigtl merchant settling here he would 
find thaty at present rates of levy, therd would be a happy accord between 
himself and the barrier odiciaU on the route for teas from the local dift- 
trict^, as tb the inexpediency ot displaying these dignals for combat ; nothing 
would be saved by theii^ use. 

i^RBASURX* 

Silver, ip6,500i.t and copper cash 5,S00/. were sent to Shangdae and 
Ningpp. This is, roughly^ 1 1 8,000/. more than the balance of trade, af 
evidenced by Imperial Maritime Customs. The native trade is an un- 
known quantity, and it is perilous to follow natives in their dealings with 
figures. Taking, however, these uhcertain guides, ^ho giv6 native junk 
impiorts at 424,000/, imd exports at 112,000/^ the balance of trade, as 
shown by the treasure Movements knowri to the foreign Customs, is more 
than accounted for. 

It is not obvioiis where this drain is fed from. It would seem as if 
the area which takes and pays for all these imports, found it cheaper to 
pay down that silver for them Which It ^ets by ^eliding its products out 
by Mher rt^utto. It is somewhat of a pariMlot, but I can suggest n6 better. 
The fisheries outside are worked by Fooohew m^, who take their netting! 
down there wlfile they pay for iheir neeessilios off the port* That is but a 
small iristanoe in which the paradox is true; but whftt of the inland regions? 
If this is the natural inlet fur their wantsi it is*tbe natural outlet for their 

Srodoee. I leave the problem unsolved.. It suggests that the native 
anking firiitemity are bui feebly alive to their bpbortunities in this region 
in allowing all this bullion to **eat its head off in perpetual travelling 
eipeoies and #aito of time on the routes 

GaKBRAL RaWAAKS. 

^e port was visited bv three typhoons during the siiminer season^ 
6{heHise i\ietb has been nothing noteworthy in the weather. 

The Chinese bfficials, in the few cases I have called for, thetr action, 
have been most cordially anxioud td give satisfaction. This pleasant 
feature is due to an important servid^ whi^h my predecessor, Mr. Everard, 
was Me to render them in a troublesome affair, and which is often referred 
to by thetti with grkittude. 

The Hdst)ital opened hy ihiB China Inland Mis^idti 6ontItaites iU useful 
doUrte. Upwards bf 4,000 aiteddances by general pslUehts kte Recorded, 
aiid, further, more than 200 wer6 at least temporarily biirbd df thei^ 
ttafltg tot opiutn. 

(Signed) W. GAVIN 8TR0NACM, dtmnil. 
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SHANGHAB. 

Report on the Trade of Shanghae during the Year 188U 

The Returns annexed to this Report are the following :— 

1. Tabular Statement of Foreign Imports and Re-exports. 

2. Summary of Foreign Imports and Re-exports. 

8. Tabular Statement of Native ImporU and Re-exports. 

4. Summary of Nati?e Imports and Re-exports. 

5. Opium Return. 

6. Tabular Statement of Native Exports and Re-exports. 

7. Summary of Native Exports and Re-exports. 

8. Tea Return. 

9. Silk Return. 

10. Transit Trade Return. 

1 1. Summary of Gro« and Net Value of Trade, 1879-1881. 

12. Share taken at Shan^^hae by each Nationality in the Carrying 

Trade and the Transit Trade. 

A glance at the appended Table (No.^1) of the gross and net values 
of the trade gives the following results : In foreign goods imported there 
is a notable increase, and the amount retained for local consumption was 
larger than in any previous year. The re-exports to Chinese ports were 
also above the average, so that the import trade shows an increase both 
locally and in that part of it which passes through Shanghae to supply 
the ports of Northern and Central China. The trade in native imports 
also exceeded that of previous years. But in exports there was a falling off 
as compared with 1879 and 1880, not, however, to such an extent as to 
affect the general results of the comparison. 

Taking the trade as a whole, and including that portion which merely 
passes through Shanghae, its value exceeded that of any previous year. 
There was a corresponding increase in the value of the trade of the port 
itself, so that the importance of Shanghae, both as a local mart and a 
centre of distribution, continues to increase. 

The subjoined figures show the gross value for the past four years of 
that portion of the trade of Shanghae which is taken cognizance of by 
the Imperial Customs nnder foreign management. This is exclusive g£ 
the bulk of the trade in junks, of which no statistics are available. The 
amount of duties paid to the Chinese Government is also given : — 



1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 




Hvikuan taels. 
110,956,274 
131,474,499 
134,916,213 
141,291,357 



Duties paid at 
ShanghaA. 



Haikuan taels. 
3,500,610 
4,018,128 
4,220,721 
4,373,940 



The average value of the Haikuan tael during 1881 was 5t. S^d. 
"What proportion of this trade is in our hands will be seen by the 
[167J] L 2 
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followinji^ perceotages extracted from a Table giren in the Customs 
Returns :^ 







Foreign Trade. 


Coast Trade. 


Total Foreign 
and Coast. 


Britbh 

American •• •< 

German .. • 

French 

Japanese • • • 

Chinese 

AU others .. 




68-30 
1-68 
2-59 
3-39 
8*56 
1*44 

14*04 


53*74 

0-48 
1*06 
0-38 

43'-95 
0-39 


60*34 
1-02 
1-75 
8*02 
3*88 

24*62 
0-37 


Total.. 


» •• 


100 00 


100 -00 


100-00 



Imports. 

Cotton Goods,* — The trade during the year 1881 was satisfactory. 
The imports and deliveries of the principal staples were above the 
average, as shown by the following comparative Table :— 





Imports. 


DeliTefies. 




1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 




Pieces. 


] 1. 


1. 




Pieces. 


Pieces. 


?35tff^.. ::: :: ::: 


6,788,840 
S,SS8.8S8 


4,1 84 
8. 78 


6 93 
1 69 


i 


6 09 

8 S9 


6,981,737 
8,881,768 


WhiUthirtinn » 

I>rilli^aUkindl ... ... ... 


1,780,068 


1,1 40 


73 


] 1 


1 78 


988.970 


1,200,103 


! 64 


1 01 


] B 


S8 


1,186,148 


Jemn. ... 


188,893 


04 


81 




29 


816.334 


Sheetings ... 


7W.099 


1 89 


83 




87 


789.338 


Shirthin, 4^ed, brocaded, kc ... 


108,488 
16,088 


86 
18 


88 
90 




76 
36 


93.699 
13,888 


ChintzM ... 


163,190 


39 


10 




68 


178,031 


Printed twiUs 


174.347 


66 


83 




18 


81,781 


Turkey red »hirtingt 




68 


SO 




68 


887,978 




88,080 
Doxen. 


03 


03 
u 




86 
I. 


78,480 
Dozen. 


Handkerchieffl ... ... ... 


604,888 


841,810 


41 




Bl 


848,687 




Pieces. 


Pieces. 


KiliwS. 




__j. 


Pieces. 


Moslini ... ... 


178,888 


351,890 


187.644 




149,900 


118.401 


Spanuhttripei 

ll^Uum and broad dothi 


60,469 
89.488 


63,487 
48,818 


63,990 
38,983 




49.886 
87.988 


49.088 
41,088 


CamleU 


186.076 


116.108 


108,714 




107,397 


110,447 


Loni^elli „. ^ 


97.079 


98,765 


130,884 




88.841 


119.948 


LaBtinn ... 

Crape fasUnn 


115,327 


71.783 


88,388 




88,838 


87,881 


1,869 


14,134 


9,888 




8,033 


8.888 


Cotton laatingi .„ ... 


104.991 


91,861 


86.033 




89,866 


68.443 


Lnstiea, plain, figured, and crape... 


184,817 


860,084 


803,486 




168,063 


813,866 


Cotton yam ... ... 


83,036 


38,878 


14,806 




17,941 


13,909 



l*he following Table shows the manner in which these goods were 
distributed during the past year :^ 



* For infbrmmtion on tbit subject and on woollens I am chiefly indebted to the 
'< Annual Retrospect'' published by Mr. P. Maclean, to which and to other trade 
circolarB reference will be made, no doubt, by all interested in foller details than can be 
supplied in this sketch. 
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88.605 

180370 
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It will be seen from the above that Hankow i^ the largest ciistOTner 
for grey shirtin^^s ; that Tien-tsin comes next, and takes more T-cloths, 
drills, and sheetings than Hankow ; but that the largest consumer of 
woollen goods is not the northern port, where furs of all kinds are more 
in requisition thin woollens, but the country about Hankow, where the 
winter is not so severe. 

It is stated in Mr. Maclean*s *' Retrospect" that there has been much 
trouble in consequence of the prevalence of mildew in cotton goods, and 
it is implied that the defect is caused by undue sizing. As sized cotton 
goods have certain uses, some American officials have been lately recom- 
mending their countrymen to follow in the footsteps of Manchester. On 
the policy of this advice it is not my province to offer an opinion. I may, 
however, be pardoned for suggesting that undue sizin^i: should be the 
exception, and not, as it would seem to be, the rule, and that heavily-sized 
goods should be designated by a specific name, so that no one concerned 
in any capacity, intermediary or otherwise, could plead ignorance as to 
the nature of the article for which he has contracted. 

Speaking of drills, the authority above mentioned says : — ** The 
American manufacturers are to be congratulated on the steady manner in 
which they have abstained from reducing the cost of their productions by 
the introduction of sizing into the cloths, and it is becoming more and 
more evident that the English maker will have to follow their example if 
he means to keep m the field." 

On the other hand, a .Vfanch<>ster firm, writing under date of the 
80th November last, states : — *' That heavily-sized drills have certainly 
been sent to China, but it was to meet the demand made for this class of 
article by the Ctiinese themselves, whooould not expect to purchase cloth at 
the same price as filling, and who knew perfectly well what it was they were 
buying. None of these heavily-sizeil goods have been sent for some time, 

their place having been taken by the pure drill English drills are 

once more gaining their proper position in the China market, a position 
they would never have lost had it not been for the Chinese merchants 
themselves." 

It is to be hoped that the view taken by the Manchester merchant^ 
whose letter 1 quote, is correct, and that the Chinese merchants may not 
agrain succeed in tempting us to damage our position and injure our 
prospects in the markets of the East 

The following remarks bearing on this subject, extracted from a local 
journal, may prove interesting: — 

*' We have little doubt that, except for those uses in which sized goods 
do as well as the more honestly made, the consumption of the latter classes 
of grey cottons will go on increasing year by year while China conUnues 
as prosperous as she has been for some time past. The people have 
more money to spend, and are spending it in their own fashion. They 
are buying better materials, and it is our belief they will continue to do so 
while their country enjoys peace and plenty. If English merchants who 
import cotton goods do not meet this changed state of affairs, they will 
certainly lose their market in China ; but we have every faith that their 
own interests will lead them to supply a better class of goods now that 
bese are coming into greater demand." 

Woollens. — Although the trade did not altogether fulfil the expecta- 
tions which were entertained at the beginning of the year, yet the 
deliveries of all kinds exceeded those of last year. The rates ruling at 
the auction sales were unsatisfactory to importers, but as the supply was 
so large, sellers had to be contented with moderate prices. The monthly 
quotations show that the price of camlets, Spanish stripes, long ells, and 
lastings gradually declined throughout the year, while the quoutions for 
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fnedium and broad cloths were the same in December as they were in 
January. 

Opium, — The compirative Table of the import of opium appended to 
this Report shows an increase in the import of all kinds of Indian opium 
during the past year as compared with 1880. There was a fallinj^ off in 
the import of Persian opium, bm on the whole the total import was above 
the aventfre. This circumstance was partly due to increased consumption, 
and partly to speculation consequent on a report that the taxation of 
opium was about to be increased. An Imperial Decree was, in fact, pub- 
lished in June directinpr the provincial authorities to report upon a proposal 
of his Excellency Tso-tsung-t'ang to raise the present fixed duty and 
variable R-kin on foreign opium to an uniform total charge of 150 taels 
a picul. Exagrgerated reports of Tso's influence led the dealers to 
believe that his recommendation would be promptly carried into effect.- 
Large purchases were at once made* but as the scheme proposed met with 
obstacles, speculators inciured serious los*. Tso's proposal had been 
referred to the Governors^ General and other high officials, who were 
directed to state their views. In a semi-official newspaper publi$>hed here 
on the 24th September, it was announced that some of these functionaries 
tngeested that, in accordance with a proposal which had been previously 
made, the duty should be raised to 60 taels. Others recommended a total 
collection (duty and li-kin) of 80 taels ; others an uniform inland tax or 
li'kin of 3)> taels, and others double the existing rate. 

The newspaper pointpd out that, unlike the import duty, which iS 
nniform, the U-km varies in amount, the highest rate being at Amoy, 
where it is 88*16 taels per picul; the lowest at Ichang, where it is 9 taels, 
the average rate prevailing at the ports being 35'27 taels per picul. 

Offers had been made to farm the whole of the opium revenue, but 
nothins: had been decided. The publication of this information, showing 
that the Peking Government intended to proceed with deliberation, had 
the effect of quieting the opium market. A part of Tso's proposed 
scheme, which coming from him caused surprise, was the formal imposi- 
tion under Imperial sanction of an ad valorem duty on native opium. This 
was understood to mean that the nominal restrictions on the cultivation of 
native opium were to be withdrawn, and that, as I believe, is the rule at 
present hi the case of K-kin generally, and of the Customs export duty at 
Hankow^the tax on the native drug should be everywhere only one-half 
the amount of that levied on foreign opium. This scheme, if fully carried 
out, taken in connection with the insertion by the Peking Government in 
recently-made Treaties of clauses prohibiting the introduction of opium by 
sea, simply means the encouragement of native as opposed to foreign -grown 
ophim. ft must of course lead to a wide extension of the practice of 
opium smoking, as it will vastly increase the facilities, while lessening the 
expense of that indulgence. As yet, however, except at a few of the ports 
near to places where the poppy is very extensively cultivated, the native 
product has affected but slightly the import of the Indian drug. In fact, 
the import to Shanghae in 1881, and indeed to China generally, has been 
above the average, and this, too, despite the increasing popularity of native 
opium. It is interesting to notice that, while on the one hand, India is 
becoming so formidable a rival of China in the prodnction of tea, that 
some predict Europe will in time draw the larger portion of its supply 
from India, on the other hand, China is sustaining a still more successful 
eompetition with India in the production of opium ; and the prediction is 
often heard that Indian opium will be at no distant period driven out of the 
China market. 

Indian opium is, however, chiefly destined for exportation ; China opium 
for home consumption. Naturally, therefore! the latter would^ under 
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oi^inary drcumstancesy liave the advantage over its foreign riTaly and 
obtain in time the monopoly of the home market. This result has already 
been 8€cured in Western China, inrhere Indian opium is no longer seen. 
That the native drug is making its way in Eastern China is evident from 
the following Table, showing the amount of Szechuan opium carried in 
vessels of foreign build from Hankowy and reported to the Customs at 
this port: — 

Imported in— Pic. c. 

1871 •• •• •• •• •• 11 58 

1872 .. •• .. •• •• 310 39 

1873 •• •• •. •• .. 148 70 

1874 •• •• •• •• •• 7o 17 

1875 •• •• •• •• •• 891 35 

1876 •• •• •• •• •• 1>600 45 

1877 1,079 54 

1878 •• .. •• •• •• 798 09 

1879 117 44 

1880 .. •• •• •• •• 718 36 

1881 •• •• •• •• •• 2^402 82 

The following extracts are from a Report on the opium market for 
1881, kindly furnished by one of the leading firms engaged in the 
trade >— 

ilfa/tra. — The prices fluctuated a good deal during the year under 
review. In the month of January new drug was quoted at 660*05 taels, 
old at 570*05 taels, and prices gradually receded until the end of May to 
504*47 taels for new drug, according to quality, and 530 40 taels for old. 
At this time it waa reported amongst the natives that the duty on Indian 
opium was to be increased to 150 taels per picul, and a strong speculative 
demand set in, which forced rates up to 556 taels for new and 590 taels 
for old. During the month of July the dealers in all the provinces read 
in the Chinese papers of the intended increase of duty, and believing in 
the report bought largely and over-stocked themselves. The chief 
impetus to this rise in price came from Tien-tsin, where the report of the 
intended increase of duty was first circulated. The Chinese, however, 
soon lost faith in the report, the market therefore became inanimate, and 
rates declined to 500*49 taels for new and 525 taels for old, with an 
accumulated stock and a dull market. 

As anticipated in Ust year's Report, the native crop proved larger 
than usual, owing to the g^reater extent of ground which was planted with 
the poppy all over China, and to the increased attention which was paid 
to the cultivation of the native drug, the quality of which has much im- 
proved. Its comparative cheapness induces a greater consumption, and 
the taste for it is being largely acquired. 

It is clear that Indian opium is seriously threatened by the competition 
of the native-grown drug, and there is but little doubt that the trade in 
the former will have nearly died out when a new generation of smokers 
shall have learnt to appreciate the cheapness of the native product. 

There is no doubt that the consumption of opium of all descriptions 
increases from year to year. The import of Persian opium, for instance, 
which ten years ago arrived in very small quantities for the consumption 
of the northern ports of China, has this year increased to 1,864 piculs ; 
but the native-grown opium improves so rapidly, both in quality and 
quantity, that it will not be surprising to find in a short time that it 
seriously interferes with the Indian drug, and altogether puts a stop to 
the importation of Persian opium. The heavy li-kin tax in China on the 
one hand, and the export tariff in India on the other, so cripple the trade 
in the Indian drug, that only those merchants who are more closely con- 
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Beoted with India, and whose charges are reduced to the lowest limit, are 
able to retain their position in the trade. 

In the Proyinoes of Szechuan, Yttnnan, Shanse, Shense, Kansnh, and 
Kueichow, the Indian drug is almost driyen out, and little or none is now 
sent to these places, the consumption being exclusively supplied by the 
home-grown product. 

Newchwang, which used at one time to import about 8,000 piculs of 
Indian opium, only imported 368 piculs during 1881. The time is not far 
off when it will export and largely supply other ports with natiye 
opium. 

Che/bo and T^en-Um are also slowly following the example of 
Newchwang, and the import of the Indian drug has decreased 16 per cent, 
during the past year. 

Patna began at 476 taels in January, and gradually declined to 
416 taels in May. The short weight of this drug is greatly complained 
of; a difference of from 8 to 10 catties per chest between the early and 
late arrivals in summer is far too much, and greatly conduces to the loss 
of confidence of the Chinese dealers in it, whilst the importers have to 
face the discrepancy, by selling the opium comparatively cheaply, and ex- 
perience no small difficulty in inducing the Chinese to purchase it. An 
effectual and early remedy should be applied to this serious complaint. On 
the report of the anticipated increase of duty becoming known extensive 
speculative operations took place, and rates advanced to 496 taels in 
August, but afterwards reced^ to 448 taels in December with a declining 
market. 

Benares fluctuated in the same ratio as' Patna, but speculation therein 
was not indulged in to such an extent. The native opium, as far as can 
be seen, does not very much affect the consumption of the Bengal drug, 
since, owing to its strong smell, it is used to a great extent in mixing with 
the native staple to take the place of Malwa* 

Persian in January was quoted at 440 taels per picul, and a steady 
trade was being done in this description ; but now, owing to the decline in 
lates both of the Indian and native drug it has suffered immensely, and is 
n^lected everywhere, even at 360 taels per picul, the Chinese preferring 
their home-grown opium to the Persian drug. 

Ml80ELLAN£OU8 IMPORTS. 

The following is a comparative Table of the principal miscellaneous 
imports into Shanghae during 188C and 1881 : — 
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TVms 


1880. 


1881. 


Coal, foreign aod natiye 


204,838 


236,808 


Oinseng .. 


Picola 


3,577 


3.487 


Hats, straw 


Pieces 


6,676,304 


7,262,520 


Hemp •• 


Piculs 


97.742 


86,091 


Matches .. 


Gross 


1.079.027 


1,223,717 


Medicines •• •• 


Picala 


174,203 


197.971 


Needles .. 


MiUe 


1.060,638 


1,383,450 


Oil, kerosine 


GaUons .. 


3,225,980 


3,871.945 


„ wood, bean, Ac. . • . 


Piculs 


97.501 


92,076 


Paper 


»> • • 


123,016 


123,844 


SandaUwood 


>» •• 


65,568 


97,500 


Sapan-wood •• •• 


» •• 


53,647 


95,143 


Seaweed and agar-agar 


*> " • • 


303,284 


311,857 


Silk, all sorts 


f> •• 


15,685 


19.534 


„ piece-goods •• 


*» •• 


3,843 


3.631 


Straw braid 


»» •• 


50,803 


50,067 


8agar •• •• •• 


If •• 


1,438,601 


1,304,135 


Tobacco .,. •• 


9t •• 


157,900 


125,360 


Metals-- 








Copp«r •• 


»> •• 


10,987 


12,479 


Iron •• •• •• 


n •• 


824,957 


665,459 


Lead 


»» •* 


94,220 


265,325 


Tin 


*» •• 


45,702 


70.745 


Steel .. 


99 • • 


25,591 


24,083 


Machinery • • 


Packages • « 


738 


1,772 



EXFOBTS. 

Black Tea, — Tn a local review of the tea market, to which I am 
indebted for almost all the information on the subject of tea in this Report, 
it is observed that : — " The past t^a season has been remarkable for two 
farts : the scarcity of, and consequent home demand for, fine tea, and the 
increased falling off, amounting in some cases to almost absolute abstention, 
in the consumption of common." The demand for fine tea was no doubt due 
to the circumstance that the Indian crop happened to be moderate. Th^ 
price of common tea in Liondon fell so low as hardly to cover the cost of 
freight, insurance, and packing. To judge from the statements of 
experts, fine tea is likely always to be in some demand, as large quantities 
are absorbed by Russia, jind althous^h India supplies London to a certain 
extent with a substitute, the yield of such teas in China seems to be 
limited. 

Medium teas may also be expected to find a market, but at a con- 
siderable reduction in the prices formerly paid, and common teas are likely 
to be rejected. 

The first and second crop black teas, including all the finest qualities, 
were, as usual, purchased at Hankow, and to a large extent shipped direct 
from that port. Buyers from Shanghae flocked to Hankow early in May, 
and details of the trade are doubtless given in the Hankow Consular 
Report. 

In Shanghae business commenced in July with the second crop. The 
following shows the prices paid in Shanghae for second crop teas during 
the month of July of the past three years : — 
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1881. 


1880. 


1879. 




d, «. d. 


d. 8. d. 


d. i, d. 


Ningchow 


9i to 1 6i 


9f to I 5i 


9i to 1 6i 


Keemen 


11 1 3 


11 1 4 


Hi I 3i 


Oopack 


9 11 


m 1 


91 1 


Hokow 


9 1 2 


9f 1 2 


9 1 n 


Oanfa 


9i 1 2i 


10 1 2 


n 1 li 


Shantam •• 


7i 8 


9 9i 


9 91 



The following are the prices paid in September for third crop 
teas: — 





1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


Nfngchow •• 

Oopack 

Shantam 


d. $, d, 
9 to 1 11 
81 lOi 
7i 71 


d, #. d. 
9f to 1 1 
9i 11 
81 9 


d. $. d. 
9 to 1 Oi 
8i 111 
8i 9i 



Crveen 7Va.— The crop of 1881 and 1882 has been the largest known 
since 1874 and 187.5, and the quality, thouflrh scarcely so poor as in black 
teas, has been decidedly below the avera<^e even of the last few seasons. 
Luckily, the Japan crop has been poor, and also 4,000,000 less than last 
year*8 total, and this has had some (rood effect on China greens. The 
losses to importers on early shipments of country teas, especially Teenkais, 
were very heavy, and though in September this caused Shan^i^hae rates to 
fall to a moderate range, yet they soon hardened again, and with some 
slight lulls have since continued firm and with an advancing tendency. 

The United States of America still continue to be the largest con- 
Burners of green tea, the quantity sent thither during the past season 
being 20,388,000 Ibs.^ out of a total exported from all China of 
27,851,000 lbs. 

The following Table shows the average price of green tea for the past 
three years :— 





1881-82. 


1880-81. 


1879-80. 


Moynne — 


Taels. 


Taels. 


Taels. 


Fine to choicest 


24 to SI 


23 to 33 


28 to 40 


Good roedhim 


23 28 


22 29 


24 36 


Teenkai — 








Fine to choicest • • • • 


25 351 


231 35 


26 40 


Good mediam •• •• 


22 28 


23 30 


23 36 


Fychow— 








Good to fine 


21 27 


20 30 


20 30 


Pingsuey — 








Fine to choice 


25 82 


23 34 


26 40 


Good modian • • 


21 27 


20 29 


20 30 


Common coontry chops • • 


16 21 


16 22 


16 29 


Common Pingsuey chops « • 


13 18 


14 20 


14 26 



Silk. — The silk season, 1st June, 1831, to Slat May, 1882, will pro- 
bably be long remembered in connection with a circumstance of an 
exceptional character by which it was distinguished. The market was to 
a large extent controlled by a Chinese speculator, who, calculating on the 
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consequences of a reported deficiency in the crops, both in China and in 
Italy, acquired and held throughout the season 10,000 bales. The 
reports proved to be exag^rated, and although speculation upon so large 
a scale forced up prices, the supply of silk exceeded the demand, and at 
the close of the season the daring operator was left with the bulk of his 
stock still on hand. This result was no doubt due in part to the com- 
parative cheapness of European silk and to the financial troubles in 
France. 

The following brief account of the course of the Shanghae market is 
given by a firm engaged in the trade : — 

" The first purchase of new silk was made on the 11th June at a cost 
to sell of 16#. per lb. for No. 4 Tsatlee, the quotation in London at that 
time being 15«« 6d., but during the next week prices were run up to the 
parity of IBs, for this grade, a report of a deficiency in the Italian crop 
being the cause of the excitement This report proving to be exaggerated, 
prices quickly declined Is, per lb., but at this point Chinese speculators 
stepped in, and by their purchases forced values up to 20f., a figure which 
was reached in October. It is estimated that at one time speculators held 
15,000 bales, representing a lock-up of some 5,000,000 taels. Foreign 
markets responded but slowly to the advance, the highest point reached in 
London being only 17«. 6d. for the silk sold here at 20i. Finding this to 
be the case speculators began selling, and for the remainder of the season 
businesi dragged on in a dull and inanimate way, with bnt few intervals of 
life, prices gradually falling, until in May of this year ' No. 4 Tsatlees ' 
were worth only 17»., and not currently saleable at that price. 

'* Altogether the season was a disappointing one, both to foreig^n 
merchants and to Chinese, and profitable trading was the exception. 
The export showed a marked falling off as compared with the previous 
season.*' 

The statistics of the export as given by different firms vary slightly, 
but the following figures may be considered tolerably correct :— 





1881-82. 


1880-81. 


Export to— 

England 

France .. 

Italy and Switierland 

America . 

Bombay, Straits, and Coast Ports • . 


Bales. 

13,276 

29,263 

1,025 

7,036 

2,319 


Bales. 

21,708 

43,775 

2,604 

9,341 

6,985 


Total 


52,919 


83,413 



Cocoons. — ^The establishment of filatures in Shanghae by three foreign 
firms has led to an increased demand for cocoons. Purchases have still to 
be made in the interior, but it is hoped that when dealers become aware 
that a market can be found in Bhanghae, cocoons will be brought here for 
sale. The Shanghae filatures will no doubt exert a favourable influence in 
stimulating native manufacturers to pay greater attention to the reeling 
and preparation of silk, in which, despite of numerous complaints, there 
has been little or no improvement. 

Waste Silk, — This substance is used in the manufacture of various cheap 
stuffs, for which there is an increasing demand in Europe. Prices have 
naturally risen, and the export has increased to 18,679 piculsy agaiust 
14,522 piculs during the previous year. 

Pierced Cocoons have also met with a ready sale, and 2,120 piculs 
were exported, as compared with 1,919 in 1880-81. 
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Subjoined is a comparattTe Table of the principal exports from 
Shanghae during the years 1880 and 1881 : — 



Description of Goods. 


1880. 


1881. 


SUk,sU sorts 


Piculs 


82,904 


70,042 


„ piece-goods 


** •• 


8,574 


8,531 


Tea^aUsorU 


»» •• 


794,202 


881,059 


Cotton, raw 


»» •• 


552,194 


347,650 


Nankeens •• .. •• 


»» • • 


26,35S 


25,873 


Heinp • • • • • • 


* „ 


75,562 


62,576 


Hato, straw •• 


Reces 


6,860,388 


1,709,687 * 


Hides 


Piculs 


18,522 


33,285 


Medicines •• 


» •• 


155,659 


175,530 


Nntgalls .. 


M •• 


23,881 


23,820 


Paper •• •• •• 


»» • 


119,771 


34,655 


Oil, wood» bean, &c 


»» • 


50,917 


51,863 


Rice •• •• 


f> • 


. 3^208,660 


3,665,990 


„ tribute 


f» • 


717,279 


713,925 


Straw-braid •« 


t« • 


48,636 


50,463 


Sugar •• •• 


M • 


908,860 


777,355 


Tobacco •• •• •• 


*> • 


81,102 


€a,264 


Yermicem.. 


*» • 


75,868 


50,946 


Wheat .. 


•f • 


600,471 


871,220 



Miscellaneous Remarkk. 
The Woo9ung Bar. 

This never-failing source of obstruction to the commerce of the port 
has become more noteworthy by reason of the probability of its speedy 
remoyal. A contract for the construction of a powerfiil steam-dredger 
was signed by the Shanghae Taotai and Mr, William Watson, a British 
subject, on the 26th December. The dredger is to be delivered within 
twelve months from the date of .the contract ; hence it may be con- 
fidently expected to be at work on the bar by the end of 1882. It is 
satisfactory to find that the native authorities have at length opened their 
eyes to the fact that it is better to afford a clear entrance to the port for 
commercial purposes than to preserve the bar as a questionable protection 
to Shanghae in case of war. Merchants have hitherto been often put to 
great expense on account of the necessity of lightening many steamers at 
Woosung before they are able to enter the river. During one week in the 
spring of 1881 four steamers had to be lightened before they could 
approach Shanghae. The mercantile commupity have, especially of late 
years, when steamers have increased in size and draught, endeavoured to 
obtain the dredging of the bar, and, failing the assistance of the Chinese 
authorities, offered in 1880 to accomplish the work themselves, proposing 
to defray the expenses consequent thereupon out of a River Conservancy 
Fund, to be raised by the imposition of special dues of one-tenth of 1 per 
cent, ad valorem on all merchandize passing through the foreign custom- 
house. The native officials declined to accede to this proposal, and the 
question was again shelved. It is all the more surprising and gratifying, 
tnerefore, that the Chinese authorities have now come forward and taken 
the initiative in the removal of the bar. 

In connection with this subject I may mention that in May of the year 
under review a new channel across the bar, which had been known for 
some time to experienced ship-masters, was marked out by the Engineering 
Department of the Foreign Customs.; 
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Meteorological Service for the Coast of China. 

Efforts inhere made duiing the past year by the Shanghae Chamber 
of Commerce to organize a system of Meteorological Reports, ** with 
the view of improving the knowledge of the origin and di ration of 
storms, and warning mariners of their approach." The Chamber applied 
to the Director of an Observatory wh'ch has been in existence for several 
years in this neighbourhood at the Jesuit College of Sicawei. The 
Observatory is at present conducted by an able meteorologist, whose 
researches have already been of material advantage to navigators on the 
China coast. This gentleman readily agreed to the proposals of the 
Chamber, that he should assume the direction of a meteorolu|z:ical service. 
A meeting of representatives of local steamer and insurance companies 
was held, and a Committee appointed to report on the best means of 
carrying out the object in view. Some difficulty was at first experienced 
in i.btaining the co-operation of the Customs Department ; but, if this \m 
secured, as now seems probable, the intentions of the Chamber will be 
realized, and great benefits may be expected to result to science and 
navigation. 

Chinese Loan of 1881. 

In March 1881 negotiations were entered into between Hu Kuang- 
yong, an honorary Taotai, as Agent for the Chinese Government, and the 
Hong Kong and Shanghae Bank, for the raising of a foreign loan ta 
defray the expenses of the army, which had been occupied with the subju- 
gation of the provinces on the north-west frontier. Tso Tsung-t*ang, 
Governor-General of the Provinces of Sh^n-si and Kansuh, under whose 
direction the military operations had been carried on, found himself at the 
end of the campaign with an empty exchequer, while the troops were half 
mutinous on account of large arrears of pay. The supplies for the 
defrayal of expenses connected with the reorganization of the territories 
under his control had been furnished by Imperial Decree out of the 
Customs revenues of several provinces. From various causes the remit- 
tances from these sources had largely diminished, and in some cases had 
failed altogether : thus Tso Tsung-t'ang was forced to seek for resources 
in other directions. A foreign loan being suggested^ he grasped readily at 
the idea, and having obtained permission from the Throne to raise it, the 
Governor-General instructed Hu Kuang-yung to act as his agent in 
negotiating with the Hong Kong and Shanghae Bank a loan of 8,000,000 
taels. which amount was afterwards increased by 1,000,000 taels. This 
loan is not guaranteed, as were those previously issued, by the hypotheca- 
tion of the foreign Customs, but by certain securities given by the 
Province of Kansuh. The rate of interest is the same as before, namely, 
8 per cent. 

It may seem strange that a country, apparently of great resourcesy 
should be obliged to seek outside for so small a loan as 1,000,000/.; also, 
that it cannot obtain even this trifling amount, except upon terms which 
would be almost ptohibitory to any other Power. But it must be remem- 
bered that there exists such a distrust of the governing classes in China, 
that though there is no lack of wealth among the native bankers, traders, 
and gentry, they allow their money to lie idle, or invest it in land or 
houses, returning little more than half the interest given on the foreign 
loans, rather than lend it to a Government which might at any moment 
repudiate its obligations with impunity where its own subjects only are 
concerned. 

Shanghae Cotton Mill. 

The cotton factory, which was started by an expectant Taotai, named 
P^ng, in 1878, under the auspices of the Superintendents of Foreign 
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Trade, has remained at a standstiU for more than two years partly from 
vant of funds, partly on account of the incapacity of the Directorate of 
the Company. Recognizing the latter fact, the Superintendent of Foreign 
Trade for the northern ports removed P^ng from the head of the enter- 
prise and appointed Tai, also an expectant Taotai, to be Director of the 
Company. An agreement had been drawn up in 1879 between the Com- 
pany and a local British merchant, by which the latter was to purchase the 
requisite machinery for an 800 loom mill. After the withdrawal of Peng 
from the Directorate, the Company appear to have reduced the dimenabns 
of the projected factory to one of 200 looms, and in 1881 the original 
contract was annulled, Tai Taotai paying the forfeit money of 15>000 
taels. 

The enterprise, it would appear, has not, however, dropped, for an 
Imperial Decree hat lately been received by the Superintendent of Trade 
for the northern ports, authorizing the raising of money to carry on the 
work by the issue of new shares. The Decree further grants a monopoly 
of the local manufacture of cotton goods to the present Company, and 
concedes the advantage of allowing local sales of the goods manufactured 
by the Company to be made without taxation. This patronage of the 
scheme by the Government has naturally given a strong impetus to 
the project, as evidenced by the daily advance in price of the shares 
issued. 

The new Company is, it appears, obtaining the plant for the factory 
from the United States. Up to the date of this Report (August 1882) 
there is, however, no sign of the commencement of building operations. 
On the site belonging to the old Company the foundations of an extensive 
establishment were built, but they are now covered with weeds and present 
the picture of desolation. 

Overland Telegraph. 

The overland telegraph from Shanghae to Tien-tsin, constructed by 
the Great Northern Telegraph Company for the Chinese Government, was 
completed by the middle of December 1881, and was opened to the public 
on the 28th of that month. The line follows the course of the Grand 
Canal, the stations between Shanghae and Tien-tsin being Soochow, 
Chinkiang, and Tsing-kiang in the Province of Kiang-su, and Chi-ning and 
Lin-ching, in the Province of Shantung. At Tien-tsin the line connects 
with one between that port and Taku, at the mouth of the Peiho, which 
has been in operation for some years. The Government have not thought 
it advisable to connect the capital with Tien-tsin by telegraph, but as the 
distance between these two places is only 80 miles, which can be covered 
by express couriers in about eight hours, no very great loss of time is 
felt Shanghae is now practically within twelve hours' reach of Peking, 
whereas, before the establishment of the telegraph, the average time in 
summer taken for the transmisbion of intelligence between the two places 
was five days, and in winter twelve days. The line having been opened so 
recently, it is impossible to know yet how useful it may prove in com- 
mercial matters. The high tariff, viz., 20 cents per word, between 
Shanghae and Tien-tsin, which has since been increased by 50 per cent., is 
almost prohibitive except for important messages ; and as it is said that 
native messages are subject to supervision by the Telegraph authorities, 
Chinese merchants are chary about exposing their commercial operations 
to the official eye. 

Eitimaie of the Value of Property in Shanghae. 

The Chamber of Commerce favoured me, in February last, with a 
Memorandum on the value of foreign-owned property in Shanghae, a copy 
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of which is annexed to this Report. There was some difficulty in appor- 
tioning the ownership among the different nationalities, but the total value 
of the property in the foreign settlements, including land, houses, mer- 
chandise, &C., is estimated by the Chamber at 14,250,000/. This esti- 
mate, which certainly does not err on the side of exaggeration, enables us to 
judge of the importance of our interests at this port. Although the exact 
proportions in which different nationalities are interested cannot be easily 
ascertained, it is fair to assume that by far the larger portion of the totid 
above mentioned consists of British capital, and that our stake in the 
foreign settlements here is proportionately no less than our share in the 
trade, that is to say, considerably more than that of the total interest of all 
other countries. 

I beg to direct attention to the annexed Report on the shipping trade 
of the port, furnished by Mr. Hurst, the Acting Regfstrar of Shipping, 
and to the Report on the working of the Mixed Court, by Mn Carles* 
Mr. Coulthard has taken much trouble in collecting miscellaneous infor- 
mation. 

In conclusion, I have to apologise for the delay in forwarding this 
Report, which is owing to the fact that the Shanghae Customs statistics 
for 1881 were not obuinable until the 10th July. 

(Signed) P. J. HUGHES, Consul. 

Shanghas^ August 1882. 
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H.Taelt. 

200.844 
10.625 

89.229 
126,144 
610,670 

22,739 
6,160 

••• 

**2,282 

126,707 

6,664 

20,874 

1,327 

1,203 

10,000 

121.732 

115,260 

81,044 

75,989 

1,636 

4.340 

19.166 

2.584 

8,611 

4.968 

2,962 

468 

736 

6,603 

168 

9.240 

16.663 

8.252 

6,728 


i 
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4,621 23 
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78 8*0 
14,690.669 
65.354 
18,999 

"167 01 

2,023,002 

4,211 68 

6.964 

443 66 
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2,096 09 
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1 76 16 
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"' 46 
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(No. 2.) — Summary of Imports and Re-exports (Foreign). 
(From Customs Returns.) 



Imports — 






H. Taels. 


H. Taels. 


H. Tails. 


] ^rom Great Britain • • 






23,386,094 






India .. 






26,803,699 






S^ingapore and Straits 






724,097 






Australia 






410,749 






Continent of Europe 






2.43l,33a 






United States 






3,300,312 






British America .. 






225.037 






Russian Manchuria 






25,530 






Japan .. 






3,479.934 


' 




Egypt .. 






4,901 






Philippine Islands 






8.048 






Cochin China .. 






771 






Siam . , • • 






87,591 






Hong Konf 






6,441,067 






Total from Foreign Countries 




.. 


67,329.150 




Chinese Ports 


»orts 




• • 

• • 


915,003 




Total Foreign Imp 


• • 


68,244,153 


Re-eiports — 












To Great Britain 


• • 




7.125 






India 


• • 




1,795 






Singapore and Straits 


.. 




1,156 






Continent of Europe 


. . 




22,231 






United Sutes 


• • 




14,181 






Russian Manchuria . 


• • 




83,513 






Japan 


• • 




1,099,361 






Hong Kong 


ontries 




555,022 


1,784.384 




Total to Foreign Co 


. • 




To Newchwang • « 


^, 




1.518i901 






Tien-Uin .. 


• • 




8,999,644 






Chefoo .. 


. • 




3,005,941 






Hankow .. •. 


• • 




12,154,449 






Kiukiang . 


. . • 




2,661,337 






Wuhu 


• . 




2,447,697 






Chinkiang . 


• • 




8,218,701 






Nmgpo .. 


• • 




6,726,029 






Wenchow . .. 


«• 




248.831 






Foochow .. 


• » 




603,144 






Tamsuy • • 


• • 




12,345 






Takow .. 






3,134 






Amoy •• 


• • 




53,032 






Swatow . • 


• . 




19,520 






Canton •• 


•• 




4,730 






Total to Chinese Ports 




. • 


46,677,435 








• . 


• • 


48,461,819 



Net Total Foreign Imports .. ., .. 19,782,334 

Total, 19,782,334 Haikwan taels -> at 5«. 6i(f. the tael, to 5,481^355/. Ot. ll^f. 
(Signed) P. J. HUGHES, Consul. 
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OHTKA. 



(No. 4«) — SuMHABT of Imports and He-exports (Native). 





(Froi 


n Customs Returns.) 






Imports— 




H. Taels. 


H. Taels. 


H.Tads. 


From Newcbwftng • 


• •• • 


765,595 






Tientsin 






. 1,989,242 






Chefoo*. 






, 2,374,275 






Ichang . • 






73,895 






Hankow • 






. 16,531,115 






Kiokiang 






. 5,025,297 






Wnhn . 






. 1,232.643 






Chinkiang 






. ^ 1,081,563 






Ningpo . • 






• 4,423,095 






Wfinchow 






71,327 






Foeehow 






513,495 






Tamsny . • 






• . 52,054 






Takow . 






218,503 


• 




Amoy •• 






443,737 






Swatow • • 






. 4,118,403 






Canton . 






. 1,969,003 






Total from ( 


iniinese Ports 


• •• 


40,883,332 




From Hong Kong 


• • • • 


• •• 


2,915,185 




Totsl NatiY( 


»Inq[>orts • 


• •• 


• • 


43,798,517 


Re-szports— 




• 


. • 




Tb Newchwang • 




644,074 






Tien-tsin . • 




. 3,863.614 






Chefoo •• 




584.444 






Icbang • • 




5,265 






Hankow •• 




. 3,170,132 






Kiukiang., • 




650,891 






Wnhu 




468.252 






Chinkiang • • 




, 1,866.,^42 






Ningpo .. 




797,085 






Wfinchow . 




63,761 






Foochow ,. 




816,268 






Tamsuy .. 




1,258 






Takow .. 




11,141 






Amoy • • • 




116,630 






Swatow .. 




935,109 






Canton •• 




. 1,683.468 






Hong Kong for Chb 


reports. 


1,830,380 






Total to Chi 


nese Ports 


( •• 


17.508,114 




To Hong Kong for foreij 


IBCoimtries 


411.594 






Great Britain 


• • • • 


. 9,181,586 






India 


• •• • 


429,485 






Singapore and Strail 


4 .. 


122,558 






AustraUa . 


• • • • 


30,181 






Continent or Bnrope 


• • • 


1,800,259 






United Stotes 


• • • • 


. 4,653,345 






Bbritish America . 


• • • • 


17,087 








• •• • 


230,888 






Japan •• 


• • • • 


786,497 






Turkey in Asia, and 


Egypt ,. 


37,265 






Cochin China 


• •• • 


2,834 






Siam 


. 


9,843 






Total to Fol 


■eign Coontries . 


• •« 


17.713,422 




Total Nativt 


\ lU-exports 


• •• 


t • 


35,221,536 


Net Total N 


atiTe Imports 


• •• 


• • 


8,576,981 


total, 8,576,981 Haik 


wan taels - at 5#. 


W. the tael, to 2,376,538i. 9s. 8i<l. 




(Signed) 


P. J. HUGHES, 


Consul. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SHAKOHAE. 



165 



ri57ii 



00 
00 



o 

00 
00 



00 






I 

i 

■'s 

M 

5 



A4 

^ 



1 



i 



i 



<iS S S 8 S 
^§ I § § g 



>!S 9 S S 9 
? 3 5 g 






5 S S 






^ S iS 8 

J3 e s s 
s 1 1 I 



«i5Jl 58 ^ 8 






I S 3 § 
s R -^ ^ 






S ^ S 8 

IS § § 



^2 



8 8 9 8 
I § § § 

frC of «o 



*J8 



S S 3 8 
i I g § 

fcC of «^ 






S S 8 9 

s s 5 s 

SJ sf - « 



«i8 

^2 



St S S 9. 

i s S M 



of of 



«8 

0« 



S S 8 8 

S i & g 



•i8 



$88 9 
A i I 



ail 



of rf 



«S 8 S 8 S 

5^. lit! 

*■« ^ 5^ rJ* of 



I 

K * 



,, ,1, 



!:'al 



'9 



t 



85 I 



PHI F 



GO 



n 



T 



OQ 



i 



I 

I 



V 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



166 



CHIKA. 



? 

s 

i 

H 



II 



51 

1 



td ;S '^ «> 















SISI 















I 
I 



< 

I 



si 



Digitized by 



Google 



BEAHOHAK. 



167 



^1 
1. 



1^ 



*s"*srs!°"*"«v*"5"2e"|"s" 



Zf-^-'-^S'g" 



SS3398S SSSSSS&S^S 8&8SSSSS$S;S S S 



S° 



Jl 



( 5 o A 

5 ^ 



pg^§§§ $i||S|g IS§ §S§ SSI g 3SIS 

: o* r-ia» if-4 <«f-*t«gt« i : : j^ : : : : :«g 



SS^SSSSS SSSS^S S£^ sss$ ssss & s 

.2525155 JSSSSig :S-§ jSi§ r^S ,«:::: :2SS 



4 I i g§ SIS liis «s§ §i SsS§3 § i 



■*• • • agf "- • «f • • -g-rf • -3 ■ • 



5 



" 8. 1 H^ ill.. 

.r^ .to I J "o" • s • *toefkaS' . • 



5'" rij 



: : ! : S I : if : I ! : : : s?5 I : 



* 5* :S : :8|| | : : :§§! : ? J i :** 5 5 :| : : 5 : If :| i : 






::«:2j:Si|::::5r,:,,:-'-;::3:8::|l:H: 
- . . : . ^^ . , . . ^ . . . I . • • -gf • • •'<? . « J • 



'I 



5.- 

2-- 



S S 8 S S 3 t 



=ll"'''" = '"IIIIJ' 



::!::::: i : I :::::::: i :: i :::: t ::!: i ::: i i 
&: : I i : i : } : H : i i : > M : I i : f ; I i ! : : : ! ! ! I! : i 
1 ! : ! i : : : : : : : i : ! : : i i n : ! : : I I M !| ! n ! : ! i 



ji.-a I isfl I : ij : Jsi 5 I : : : 5 ! ! :|5 : ?|1 if.! : I, 



I 



Digitized by 



Google 



166 






CUIVA. 



4 SISSSgis§S&&Si§SiS&§Si3gSf§§§SSS§§Sii§ 






Digitized by 



Google 



SHANQHAB. 



169 






^tUm-i?. SS9:3SS.feSSS838 l»SS SSSS;SS$SS&3lt 



5" 



9S!S:3E:K SSSS 8S fe«S SSS 8«S S&£SS3S«3«1 



ll 









ll 



i ! : ■£ ! 



g e||_ I gs a II S2|a 



1-H . -to 



: : : } Mil I t'" i : i 



i : t 



^ S S^S g^ S^ S 8S 8SS8 

8 t^^gi 3 OM ® SS ^*82 

i : : -S : '^ 11* ! : i : I : : i : i J : : ! &* 5 « i 



i §2-S§SS2 



: : : : : : : : t : !:>{::::•-• 



SS^ 



I : ! 






! i : 



tS S Sg&8 8 

i : : \\\ : ! i i : : ! :n i ! : 






|--J|--^|--^^|-J|----- 



! M : i !: i !: i : n :•!:::!::!:: i : I :: S :: I I : : 



I 



, ! ! : S ! ! ! : !^ 

4 I 



I : ! ! ! ! ! : : 'I !| !|| ; • : : : :p ; : : : : : : : ! : 11 :|:g 



Ii" III -III 



■sill JlJIfil ■ 1 Ml. 



i 



Digitized by 



Google 



170 



CHINA. 



.1 



^ 


















li 



I SS I ^ 55is'^"gs2S| 2251 5 §g|gg5 



S S S 8;S2SS^SSS 8 SS8S9 8i 8 SSS 
SS *=» E: 8ag&'=»^8«*^ & 2888 •* SS2SJ:| . 



il 



3 



§ •'g i § ^ 



8 S ^sS t^ 



X 2 : : 1 ^9 * ' ::::::::: : : : : I : 



i ! 



2 8^ 



8 9 



8 c: 9 



« : S : : : :d :8 



to • «o 



I ::!!:!!:! 



il 



« 13 I 2 SI5S- 



S §3 I 



^ S S $&8g^8 
t« trioi : t :« ; :r-iei»o f : : : 

• • S . . .^ SI.. 






ko *coao 






sflll : : t : : : s : 5 : : : s|| : J J : : 5 5 Jill '*•- 



: ! : s : : f : t : : i t : 



i : : : : : : : 1 : I I : : i : i 



I 



1 H 




Digitized by 



Google 



6HANOHA.B. 



171 



^1 



S^S^^SS gl9Sg!SS9 9 



s^ ;g;sss£ 



g" 2f"s"'^' """js s3f ^ sC"^ ^"s"a9'''^*s* ^'-s'glsg,*? 



III 

m 

a * 












i| 

3 



$ii 8 SS; ^: 



ss 






: i : 



: : , . :«^ J .of ,^^ 2 I : i 5 S ! f I : If i J ! I I 



m 



m| 



X : : 1 : : iS^ j iS :8S 

* •'TOO' 



: ! ! ! I I 2 : : : : i : M 



§§ §g sigg S3 § I 3 



: !::!:! ^ 



r M : I :• 2 : ! i- s i : 5 



3 



e S3 $:$ » S 

: i 2 11::;- i|S =5S «! ^ ^ « i i| 3 I 2 :« 2 2 : i 






ll'=====l=ll=-----MI--J 



2 : : 2 : 2 : : : : : : : : : : : f I : : : : : 2 : : 2 : • : I i : 2 : » : 
2 i 5 5 2 2 2 2 : 2 : 2 : 2 2 : 2 2 2 2 2 ! 2 : : : 2 2 2 2 : : 2 2 i i 2 ! 
22 22 22 22 2 ::g^: :g s :::,:: ,||f| 22222:2 2: s 

iiriM-iJi mil 



Digitized by 



Google 



172 



CHINA. 



as 



tl|-| 






a 



S 



5^'^ ;i;fc-"-s ^gsS^g ^'-*SS 









*" ??«'*s"«' g«g" s^s" •«'•• 



§ S"si 5i£SS 3E28SIISI 



PH . r^- «-af 



» s 



--**25S 






9 Sfi » ^S5 



i 5 : n ! : : :' 



: ! i 



SdS S Siig 
: : i : ! : :| i :^S { 1^ I : j^S . : s 



8 S«g 5 SS §2g 

• : I : ! I : : I : i^SfJ 



ri 






s 2 s : : :1| : : s s 2 s s^| 



^il si 



i :::::::: i :: i ! : 



:::!:! 2 i :!:::! : : 



! ! : i : : ! : : : : 3 : I : : : 




GO 

w 
a 
o 



1 



3f 
S 

1 

i 



I 



Digitized by 



Google 



SHANOHAB. 



173 



(No. 7.) — SxTHMART of Ezports and Re-exports (Native). 

(Trum Customt Returnt.) 



To- 


Exports. 


Be^porta. 


Total Ezporto and 
Bie>exporta. 




H. taela. H. taels. 


H.tael8. H.tMla. 


H.taela. H.taeli. 


Great Brttain ... ... 


8,468,614 


9,181,686 


12.670300 


India ^ 


54,AM 


499,486 


484,171 


Singapore and StraiU 


440,001 


122.668 


662,569 


AnrtnOia „. 


4 


80,181 


30,186 


CooUneni of Europe ... ... ... 


7.»83,187 


1,800.269 


9,782.416 


United SUies ... ... 


9,8M,289 


4,668.84£ 


7.607,674 
17371' 


Bridah America . ... 


184 


17.087 


JUusian lianekwria ... 


84,139 


980,888 


815,027 




840^530 
60 


786,497 


1.127.017 


Cochin China ... 


8,654 


"2.884 


6.888 


Siam, Turkey In Ada and Egypt ^ 
Hong Kong, for foreign cotuitnet ». 


101,788 


47,108 


148.841 


881,128 


Al,694 


792.722 


Total to foreign oooutriet ... 


... 16,781,08» 


... 17,718.422 


... 88.444^461 


Hong Koog for Cbineae portt 


Z!?*!^ 


1380,880 


2.6883T7 


Mewehwaug 


88tt,104 


644,074 


1.088.178 
7.047384 


Tien-twtt ... 


8.184,960 


8,868.614 


Chefoo ., ... 


264.860 


684,444 


839304 


Ichang ... «. ... 


... 


6,266 


6366 


Hankow . 


2,506,691 


8,170,189 


6,676.728 


S«»kiang ... 


284,478 


660891 


986364 


Wohu ... ^. 


18»445 


468^269 


486397 


Chinkiang 


26.400 


1.866343 


1.892.749 


^^sz,- ~ r ~ z 


21.966 


797,086 


819.060 


90,064 


68,761 


88316 


Voochow „ ... ^ 


486,841 


816368 


4 1.312.609 


Tameuy . ... „. ^ 


8,268 


1,268 


?616 


Takoir 


192,408 


11.141 


208389 


Amur ... ... .. 


1,867,619 


116,680 


1,484^49 


Swatow ^ 


2,116,850 


986,109 


8,061>69 


Canton ^ ^ 


2,607.648 


1.688,468 
„. 17.608,114 


4,191.111 


TbtaltoCliineseporU 


... 14.147.648 


81.666.763 


Grand Total ......... 


... 29.«78,687 


... 86391.686 


... 66,100398 



lotel, 8U0O,2» Htikwu taeli - U S<. ()A the tMl, to U,(»8,18(U. 1S«. Hi. 

(Signed) P. J, HUGHES, Cbntul. 
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CHINA. 

(No. 10.)— TBA.H8IT Trade Returas. 
(From Cattoms RetoniB.) 



Descriptioii of Goods. 


Classifier of 
Quantity. 


Quantity. 


Value. 








H.taels. 


Bhirtings, my . . . . 


Pieces 


11,100 


14,652 


„ white 


► „ • • 


600 


876 


„ dyed.. 


»f • • 


1,014 


2,058 


„ spots and brocades^ dyed 


. „ • . 


250 


515 


„ Turkey red .. •« 


f> •• 


180 


234 


T.doths» 39 and 96^ inches 


f> • • 


20.650 


26,845 


„ 32 inches 


/ •» •• 


9,160 


7,512 


Drills, Engibh 


/ 
► „ • • 


1,560 


2,558 


y, American •• 


>» •• 


385 


1,078 


Jeans, English .. 


»f • • 


580 


765 


„ Americaa ^^ •* 


»* •• 


80 


156 


„ Dntch .. 


»» • • 


80 


129 


Sheetings, English •• 


99 • • 


85 


154 


,« American 


o •• 


420 


1,076 


Twills, printed.. 


f» • • 


80 


144 


Chintzes and furnitures .. 


99 • • 


240 


264 


Velvets 


99 •• 


354 


1,685 


YelTeteens .. •• 


f* 


24 


114 


Handkerchieft .. 


Dozen 


6,440 


2,448 


Camlets, English. 


Pieces 


610 


5.78S 


Lastings, cottoa ... 


»> • • 


40 


152 


„ woollen 


» •• 


180 


1,445 


Long ells 


„ .. 


620 


8,143 


Spanish stripes • • . . . . 


99 • • 


438 


3,828 


Lustres and Orleans, figured 


99 • • 


578 


1,682 


Cloth, broad, medium and habit . 


>» • • 


108 


2,537 


Copper, Japan . . 


Pfculs 


65 


937 


„ sheathing 


>» •• 


30 


509 


Iron bars 


f > • • 


3,518 


6,192 


„ old 


»> • • 


25,366 


82,976 


„ wire •• .« 


»» .• • 


1,054 


4,097 


„ nail-rod •• 


»» 


40,672 


67,515 


** pis* ^^'^ kentledge • • 


19 • • 


1,350 


1,350 


Lead .. •• •• »• 


>» •• 


6,405 


24,470 


Tin compounds. . 


»» • • 


600 


12,314 


„ inslabs .. 


n •• 


9,321 


191,923 


„ in plates 


** • • 


114 


406 


Steel.. 


f » • • 


1,250 


3,575 


Zinc .. 


99 • • 


154 


774 


Aniseed, star, whole 


>» •• 


80 


1,086 


Bicho-de-mar, black 


•• »> • • 


122 


4,882 


„ white 


9* •• 


118 


1.895 


Canes, bamboo . . 


Pieces 


142,196 


4,265 


Clams, dried .. 


Piculs 


74 


445 


Clocks 


Pieces 


390 


646 


Coal 


Tons 


24,587 


118,362 


Cockles, dried .. 


Piculs 


26 


474 


Coke .. •• •• 


Tons 


244 


1,952 


Fani, palm-leaf, trimmed. • 


Pieces 


442,660 


14.607 


„ „ untrimmed 


>» • • 


3,799,000 


18,995 


Fish-skins 


f» • • 


81 


897 


Flints.. •• •• 


Piculs 


9,302 


3,349 


Galangal 


It • • 


101 


323 


Ginseng root •• •• 


w • • 


232 


1,719 


Gumolibanrnm*. 


1, . . 


70 


597 


Handles, bamboo, Am • • 


Pieces 


1,064,892 


1,586 


Horn, deer, old. . # • • . 


Piculs 


40 


1,218 


Indigo, liquid •• •• •. 


99 • • 


7,480 


37,404 


Isinglass •• 


99 • • 


525 


13,649 
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DMcription of Goods. 


Classifier of 
Quantity. ' 


Quantity. 


Value. 








H.taels. 


Lead, white .. 




Piculft 


113 


679 


„ ydlow .. 




$9 • • 


239 


1,555 


Lichees, dried .. 




tt •• 


95 


573 


Lung-ngans, dried 




•• •• 


301 


1,808 


MangroTe bark . . • 




»> •• 


734 


588 


Matdies, wood • , 




Gross 


38,025 


11,408 


Medicines 




PIculs 


155 


922 


Mushrooms •• • 




»t •• 


84 


2,780 


Mussels, dried.. 




»f • • 


211 


2.541 


Oil, keroMme .. 




GaUons .. 


190,220 


24,728 


Oyster shells .. 




Piculs 


606 


849 


Paper, Ist quality • 




>» • • 


639 


17,906 


Peel, orange . . 




>* • • 


187 


1,871 


Pepper, blaek . . 




99 


278 


2,180 


Plum-tree bark . . 




t> •• 


561 


840 


Prawns and shrimps, dried 




99 • • 


115 


1,265 


Rattans, whole .. 




99 •• 


8,752 


22,757 


Sand, Japan 




t9 


538 


538 


Sandal-wood . • . 




>» •• 


10,701 


86,385 


Sapan-wood 




99 • • 


5,176 


14,234 


Seaweed 




>* •• 


3,864 


7,922 


Sharks' fins, black 




99 • • 


41 


660 


„ „ white 




l» •• 


13 


536 


Soap .. 




Boxes 


5,431 


3,802 


Sagar, brown . . 




Piculs 


27,318 


83,868 


„ candy .. 




** • • 


590 


3,886 


„ white .. 




>» •• 


11,005 


59,647 


Sulphuric acid .. 




Lbs. 


13,441 


734 


Tobacco, leaf . . 




Piculs 


70 


421 


„ prepared 




** •• 


46 


978 


,. stalk .. 




99 •• 


1,217 


1,095 


YermilicHi •• • 




99 • • 


8 


523 


Wax, Japan . . « 




»> • • 


43 


2,091 


Window glaas . . 




Cases 


1,262 


2,723 


Wood,camagon.« 




Piculs 


951 


1,426 


„ ebony .. 




» • • 


158 


553 


„ kka .. 




99 •• 


676 


1,825 


„ puru .. 




99 • • 


290 


3,892 


„ planks, hard 




99 • • 


349 


504 


•f ted, rose* • 




>» • • 


2,214 


4,428 


taidries 




• . 


•• 


8,236 


Total Talue . 


• • 


993,337 



Total, 993.337 Haikwut tub- at 5(. 6kd. the tad, to 275,237/. 2». 6)<f. 

(Signed) P. J. HUGHES, Consul. 
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CHINA.. 



(No 11.) — Gross and Det Values of the Trade of Shanghae. 
1879 to 1881. 



(From Ciutoaii Betonu .) 





1878. 


188a 


1881. 




Net 
Values. 


Gross 
Values. 


Net 
Values. 


Gross 

Values. 


Net 
Values. 


Gross 

Values. 


" FomBios Goods. 

Imported from foreign countries 

and Hong Eoog; 
Imported from Chinese ports ... 


H.taels. 

58,847,068 
1,152,098 


H.taels. 
69,999,161 

40,839,011 
31,186,827 


H.Uels. 

56.046.498 
1,070,635 


H.taels. 
67.117.138 

42.694.869 
86,904,286 


H.taels. 

67329,160 
916;008 


H.tads. 


'nytsl Foreign ImporU ... 

snd^ongKong 

(eniefly to Ningpo, the North- 
era, snd the Yanrtsze porta)... 


2.818,966 
46,290,994 


2.171.082 
40,870.177 


1.784,384 
46,677.485 


68^244,168 


Total Foreign Se-exporU .. 
Met total Foreign Imports ... 


48,504,269 
11,484,909 

14.166,460 
17,870,894 


42,541,209 
14,675,924 


48,461,819 
19,789.884 




Natitji PftODircs. 

lfenkiang.and.Nin|fpo) ... 
Re-exported to Chinese ports ... 


16,717.069 
18,288.062 


17,713.492 
17,608,114 


43.798.517 


Total NatiTS Ro-exportt ... 
Nf t total natire impoits ... 


81,536,854 
8302,157 


36.005,181 
7.689,781 


36321,636 
8,576,981 

16.731,089 
14.147.648 




MaiiTe produce of local ori^n ex- 
porter to foreisn countries ... 
Native prodace of local origin ex- 


17.878.808 
18,267.619 

61,483,886 


19,461,742 
15,7^484 




Total ExporU of local origin . 


67.869,891 


58,288.002 


29.878.687 


Gross Tslue of the trade of the 
port M. .M 

Net ralue of the trade of the 
port (l.e.. foreign and natire 
Importa less re-exports, and 
ualire exports of local origin) . 


181,474.499 


184,916.281 


141.921367 



(Signed) 



P. J. HUGHES, Coiuui. 
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CHINA. 
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Population. (Pobbion.) 









Number of 


Number of 








Firms. 


Resideoto. 


British 


150 


1,200 


American •• 






8 


100 


Germaa 






26 


206 


French •• 








155 


Dutch 








9 


Danish •• 






,, 


12 


Spanish 








342 


Swedish and Norwegian • 






45 


Russian 








3 


Austrian 








47 


Belgian 






• • 


4 


Italian 








41 


Japanese 






17 


300 


Peruvian •. 






• • 


• • 


Brazilian •• 






• • 


4 


Non.Treaty Powers 






2 


299 


Chinese »« 


• • 


• 


• a 


•• 


Total 


219 


2,767 



Chinese population estimated at 
(Signed) 



.. 300,000 
P. J. HUGHES, Comul. 



Amnbx No. !• 
EiHmate oj the Value of Property in Shanghae, 



Consul Hughes to Mr, Forbes* 

Sir, Shanghae, Feh-uary 10, 188). 

] shall be much obliged if the Chamber of Commerce can favour me 
with information on the following points :«— 

1. Gross value of fttreign-owned (a) land and {b) house property in 
Shanghae ; 

2. Gross value of personal property in Shnnghae belonging to 
foreig^ners ; 

Showing, as far as possible^ the proportions held by different nation- 
alities. 

1 am, &c 
(Signed) P. J- HUGHES. 
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184 CHINA, 

Mr. Forbes to Consul Hughss, 

Chamber of Commereet f^hanghaei 
Sir, Z>tfcem6«r 30, 1881. • 

The Committee of the Chamber regret that so long a delay has occurred 
in replying to your leiter of the 10th February last, wherein you asked for 
information as to the gross value of foreign-owned land, buildings, and 
personal property in Shanghae. Immediate steps were taken to collect 
the required statistics, and up to a certain point there was no difficulty in 
obtaining information, but the Committee soon found that it would not be 
practicable to apportion ownership among foreigners of different nation- 
alities, as requested by you. O.i the other hand, it appeared that, if the 
inquiry were somewhat extended, it might be possible to present, along 
with part of the figures called for in jour letter, a detailed statement of 
the amount of invested capital and material wealth which is concentrated 
in Shanghae. 

The Committee have accordingly attempted to arrive at an estimate of 
the value, not only of the land and buildings in the two foreign munici- 
palities, )i\xi of foreign-owned properties on the outlying country roads, and 
of the docks, machine-shops, factories, and godowns on Pootung. They 
have also estimated the value, on the 1st January, 1881, of merchandize 
and movable property of all kinds within the above-mentioned area, and 
they have furthermore obtained a careful appraisement of the contents of 
Chinese shops and houses in the two municipalities. Many of these 
figures are of necessity only approximate, but the Committee believe that 
none will be found to err on the side of exaggeration. They have excluded 
from consideration the native city and suburbs of Shanghae, nor has any 
account been taken of the value of the public roads in the municipalities 
and neigiibourhood. It may, however, be remarked that these r^ads 
extend over 56 miles, according to figures given by the engineers of the 
two municipalities, as follows: — 

Miles. 
In the English settlement . . . • • • . . 20 

In Hongkew .. .. .. ,« .. 10 

In the French Concession .. •• .. ..10 

Total in two Monicipftlities • » • . • . 40 

Conntry roads • • . . . . • • . . 1:6 

' Total length of roads..* ^, •• .. 56 

The mere cost of th^ir construction, together with their systems of 
public drains, would be to-day, by careful estimate, nor far from a million 
taels. 

• With these explanations I beg to subqait the following statement:^ 



(A.)— Lawf/, Buildings^ and Municipal Property* 

Foreign Settlement North of the Yang -king-pang, — As materials were 
not easily acc#»S8ible for a separate valuation of buildings within the settle- 
ment, it was thought that the land and buildings together could be ap- 
praised with sufficient accuracy by taking the assessed rentals according to 
the Mimicipal Budget of 1881, and capitalizing them on a basis of eleven 
years' purchase. The value of land, however, has so greatly advanced 
within the present year, and so many ne\A and improved bu'.ldinjfs have 
been erected, that the Committee have taken the figures of assessed rentals 
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for the third quarter of the year, as published by the Municipal Council. 
The result is as follows : — 

Taels. Taels. 

Foreign rentalt assoBsed at 493,000 taels, 

capitalised at eleyen years' parchase . . 5,423,000 say 5,425,000 
ChiDese rentals assessed at 1,169,255 dollars, 

— 877,000 taels, capitalised at ele? en years' 

purchase .. .. •• 9,647,000 say 9,660,000 

Value of vacant land (not including the tract 

within the municipal boundaries of Hong- 

kew which still remains in Chinese hands 

as agricultural land) .. •• •• 2,525,000 

Churches and cemeteries not taxed. • • • 185,000 

Public roads and jetties . . . . . • 90,000 ^ 

Other municipal property as per published 

inventory, 195,691 '5 '9 taeb, say . . 200.000 

290,000 

Private wharves in Hongkew .^, «• 130,000 

Here may most properly be placed the value 

of the plant of the Shanghae Gas Company, 

ray amount of the Company's capital • • 150,000 

Total value of land, buildings, and 

municipal property • • . • 18,355,000 

French Concesnon, — The values of land and buildings capitalized as 
above from the assessed rentals would be about 3,500.000 taels, but, as 
the official schedule has been lately revised, the Committee have preferred 
to adopt the following 6gures, kindly furnished them by a gentleman who 
was engaged on the reassessment :— ^ 

Taels. Tads 

Land.. •• •• .« .. 3,000,000 

Foreign houses . . • • . • • • 250,000 

Chinese houses • • . . • • • . 500,000 

3,750,000 

Ecclesiastical land and buildings not taxed •,• 100,000 

Municipal land and buildings •• •• 110,000 

Public bridges and jetties .. •• 56,000 

Other municipal property as per inventory • • 24,000 

190,000 

Private wharves •• •• .. 140,000 

Plant of French Gas Company . • . . 50,000 ^ 

Total value of Und, buildings, and 
municipal property . . . . 4,230,000 

Pootung: Value of four dry docks, and of 
machine-shops and fiiictories, with perma- 
nent plant .. .. .. .. 570,000 

Country roads : Value of foreign-owned land 
and of houses occupied by foreigners as 
ecclesiastical establishments, residences, or 
inns .. •• .. ,. 1,200,000 

Total value of foreign-owned land 
and buildings outside of the 
foreign settlements .• •• 1,770,000 

{B,)'-Prop€rty Afloat. 

Taels. 
Foreign opium hulks . • . • . . • • 50.000 

Cargo-boats employed in foreign trade . . • . 125,000 

Total value of hulks and cargo-boats • • 1 75,000 



Digitized by 



Google 



186 * CHINA. 

(C.) — aHerrhandize, Personal Effects, Sre. 

In Foreign Hands. — The Committee are indebted to the agents of all 
local fire insurance companies for a statement of the amount of their 
respective insurances outstandrag on the 1st January, 1881, on the contents 
of godowns and houses in the two municipalities and on the country roads. 
It is believed that the value of merchandize and movable property may 
be more correctly represented by these Returns than by any other mode 
of estimate which might have been attempted. The figures are as 
follows: — 

TadU. Taels. 

Contents of hoiifes and godowns in. the 
foreign settlement north of the Tang-king- 
pang and in the French Concession •• 12,300,000 
Contents of foreign houses on country roads . 170,000 

12,470,000 

Value of opium stored in fordgn hulks on 

January 1, 1881 .. .. 1,900,000 

Stocks of material and merchandize (princi- 
pallj kerosine oil) stored on Pootung on 
January 1, 1881 .... •• •• 640,000 

Total value of merchandize and 

personal effects in foreign hands 15,0 1 0,000 

In Chinese Hands. — With regard to the contents of Chinese private 
houses, the wealthier residents have in their possession jewels, clothing', 
and other valuables amounting often to tens of thousands of taels. An 
average of 125 taels for every Chinese house will be rather under than 
over the mark, and this estimate has been adopted by the Committee. 

For the French Concession it would appear that the contents of Chinese 
shops and houses may be valued with sufficient approach to accuracy by 
taking one-third of the corresponding figures for the other munici- 
pality : — 

Taels. TmIs. 

Contents of Chinese shops (induding pawn 

shops) .. .. •• •• 5,600,000 

Contents of Chinese private houses • . 3,000,000 



Total value of contents of Chinese 






shops and houses in foreign settle- 






ment north of the Yang-king-pang 






and in the French Concession 




8,600,000 


Bdmated stock on January I, 1881, of 






merchandize in Chinese hands presumably 






not included in the Returns of the fire in- 






surance offices — 






Tea .. •• •• •• 


763.000 




Bilk .• •• •• •• 


1,930,000 




Foreign piece-goods • • • • 


500.000 




HetaU .. 


565,000 






3,778,000 


say 3,800,000 


Total value of merchandize and per- 






sonal elfocts in Chmese hands •• 




12,400,000 


{D.y- Treasure. 







The Committee were favoured by several managers of foreign lianka 
and by others with estimates of the amount of treasure available in 
Shanghae on the 1st January, 1881, the same date on which the Returns 
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of the fire insuraDce companies were taken. The figures varied consi- 
derably, but the Committee believe the following to be as nearly accurate 
as possible : — 

Taelf. 
Estimated amount of Sycfe fdWer, doUara, and bollion 
in the hands of foreign and native banks and of the 
Chinese aothorities on January 1, 1881 •• •• 4>500,000 

Recapitulation. 

Taels. Taals. 

A. Land snd building — 

Foreign settlement north of the Yang- 
king.pang .. .. .. 18,355,000 

French Concesnion . . •• •• 4.230,000 

Country roads and Pootung . • •• 1,770,000 

24,355,000 

175,000 



' B. Property afloat — 




Opiam hulks and cargo-boats 


• • 


C. Merchandize, personal effects, &c. — 




In foreign bunds • • 


.. 15,010,000 


In Chinese hands •• •• 


.. 12,400,000 



27,410,000 
D. Treasure — 

In foreign and Chinese hands • • 4,500,000 

Total .. .. .. 56,440,000 

Add for sundries, not included in above 

estimate, si^ about 1 per cent. • • 560,000 

Grand total •• .. 57,000,000 



At ezdiange of 5t. per tael • • £l4«250yOOO 

An examination of the foregoing statement will, I think, at once show 
how closely interwoven are the various interests which are represented in 
one community. It has not, in fact, been possible even to distinguish in 
many cases what is foreign-owned property from what is Chinese, much 
less to ascertain what part belongs to each foreign nationality ; but while 
the Committee regret their inability to furnish statistics in the exact form 
desired by you. they venture to hope that the information, now brought 
together it is believed for the first time, if it does nut equally serve }our 
purpose, may not be found without an interest and a value of its own. 

I have, &c, 
(Signed) F. B FORBES, Chairman. 



Annex No. 2. 

Beport on the Shipping Trade of the Port of Shanghae Jar the 

Year 1881. 

The following Tables are attached to this Report:— 

No. 1 . The number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared under 
each fiag for the year ended 31st December, 1881. 

No. 2. Comparutive Table showing number and tonnage of vessels 
entered and cleared (distinguishing the leaaing flags) from 187&to 1881, 
inclusive. 

No. 3. The number of British vessels which have frequented the port 
and their movements during the year. 

No. 4. The share taken by each nationality in the carrying trade from 
and to foreign countries. 
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No. 5. Thd share taken by each nationality in the carrying trade 
between Shanghae and the other Treaty ports of China. 

The aggregate tonnage of all vessels that entered and cleared shows 
an increase of 372,943 tons, viz., from 3,317/298 tons in 1880 to 3,690,241 
tons in 1881. 

Increase of BritUh Shipping, — Almost the whole of this increase is 
to be ascribed to the expansion of British shipping. The total tonnage 
of vessels entered and cleared under the British flag rose from 1,689,001 
tons in 1830 to 2,047,093 tons in 1881, showing an increase of 358,092 
tons. 

The tonnage under the fla^ of all other nationalities shows in the 
aggregate the trifling increase of 14351 tons. 

An examination of these Tables impresses one with the nngnitude and 
rapid growth of British commerce at this port, and warrants the anticipa- 
tion that the predominance of shipping under the British flag will be still 
mor<> marked in the future than in the past. 

On referring to- Table No. 2, it will be seen that the increase in the 
tonnage frequenting the port of late years has been entirely owing to the 
growth of British tonnage, the aggregate tonnage under other flags 
varying little year by year. The following figures, extracted from that 
Table, illustrate this : — 











Percentage 




1880. 


1881. 


Increase. 


of 
Increase. 




Tons. 


Tons. 


Tons. 




Total tonnage entered and 










cleared . • • . 


3,317,298 


3,690,241 


372,943 


lU 


British 


1,689,001 


2,047,093 


358,092 


2U 


Other flags 


1,628,297 


1,643,148 


14,851 


less than 1 



Thus, while British tonnage shows an advance in 1881 of 21 per cent, 
over 188D, all other nationalities show an increase of less than 1 per 
cent. 

If the comparison be made with the year 1878, the contrast is still 
more striking, as the following Table shows : — 











Percentage 




1878. 


1881. 


Increase. 


of 
Increase. 




Tons. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


. 


Total tonnage entered and 










cleared . • 


2,961,582 


3,690,241 


728,659 


24i 


British 


1,328,965 


2.047,093 


719,128 


54 


Other flags 


1,632,617 


1,643,148 


9,531 


0-5 



British shipping has thus increased 54 per cent, since 1878; that under 
other flags only i per cent. 

The increase of British tonnage in 1881 as compared with 1880 was 
entirely attributable to steamers, sailing-vessels, on the other hand, 
showing a slight diminution. The latter find employment chiefly in the 
coast trade. 

The number of the tea clippers from China to England is rapidly 
declining. Only eight left Shanghae for London in 1881, the costly nature 
of the c^rgo (tea and silk) making the trifling difference in freight between 
sailing-vessels and steamers uot a matter of much importance. 
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German shipping exhibits a slight advance, viz., frcm 75,450 tons in 
1880 to 92,185 tons in 1881, whilst French and American figure for about 
the same amount as last year. 

Japanese tonnage has been slowly growing of late years, and in 1881 
shows an increase of about 16,000 tons over the preceding year. She 
now ranks third in the importance of her shipping trade at this port. 

The amount of Chinese tonnage shows little deviation during th^ past 
^ve years. A few years ago China nearly rivalled Great Britain in the 
magnitude of her shipping interest in • 8hanghae, but now she figures for 
but a trifle more than half Great Britain's share. This is due not so 
much to a falling off in Chinese tonnage as to the vast expansion of 
British tonnage mentioned above. 

Foreign Freights. Steamers. — Foreign trade during the year — to 
judge from the rates of freight prevailing compared with previous years- 
must have been remunerative to ship-owners. Freis^hts for London and 
New York have ruled high throughout the year, especially for the latter 
port. 

In the spring rates to London were fixed by the " Conference '* man- 
agers at 62^. 6d. for mail and 60». for oiher steamers. 

The " Glencoe " was the first steamer to leave Hankow for London at 
the opening of the tea season. She left on ibe 22nd May, and took a full 
cargo of 4,100 tons at 61. a-ton. She was followed by the ** Loudoun 
Castle/* which loaded at 5L per ton, and by the ** Glenfruin " at 41, 
Three other steamers obtained 3/. 10*., and the remainder from the river 
port 3/. When the last of the steamers had left Hankow, as no further 
competition was to be apprehended from outside steamers, the ** Confer- 
ence" raised their rates from Shanghae to London to 65s. for mail- 
steamers and 62^. 6d, for Holt's line. In the middle of June freights liad 
still an upward tendency, reaching 70*. for mail-steamers and 67#. td, by 
Holt'f. These hio^h rates were further increased by combination on the 
part of the Steam-ship Companies to SOs. for mail-steamers and 75*. for 
the ** Holt " and *' Glen " lines, which rates did not seriously decline till 
the month of September, when the China Merchants' Steam Navigation 
Company's steamer ** Meifoo " was placed on the berth for London. The 
••Meifoo" bidding for support at 46*. only, the "Conference" rates 
suddenly dropped to 50*., which continued till the close of the year. 

Freiuhts for New York were exceptionally high. 

At the opening of the tea season the steam-ship *' Radnorshire " loaded 
at 70#., but subsequently higher rates were obtamed, 80#. being the rate 
throughout July for steamers and 50*. for sailing-vessels. Hates declined 
to 70*. for bteamers in September, but did not fall below 65*. -for the rest 
of the year. 

Foreign Trade. Sailing' Vessels. — Eight sailing-vessels cleared for 
London in J 881 with full cargoes at rates of freight varying from 57*. 6d. 
to 45* per tun, which probably proved remunerative. 

Two or three British sailing-vessels cleared for New York with tea 
and silk at 45*. per ton. 

Coast Trade. — On the opening of the northern ports in the spring 
there was a very active demand for coasting vessels, which cont nued till 
early in May, when it declined owing to the scarcity of produce for ship- 
ment at Chefoo and Newchwang, and to the high prices consequent 
thereon. 

Two other causes militated against the success of the coast trade : 
(1) the action taken by the Swatow Guild, which threw the markets out 
of gear; and (2) the prevalence of typhoons in the summer and autumn, 
which proved unusually disastrous to ships and cargoes, and entailed 
heavy losses on ship-owners and shippers. 
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Difficulty at Swatow, — Early in June a deadlock was produced at 
Swatow owing to the introduction of a new practice by the Customs autho- 
rities there. It seems that the rule had hitherto been for the Chinese, 
when importing produce, to send only one cargo-boat as a muster of the 
whole shipment to the custom-house for inspection ; but the new rule 
required that henceforth the whole of the cat go should be transferred to 
Cirgo«boats, and forwarded to the custom-house jetty for examination 
under a penalty of 100 taels. 

This was of course strongly objectinl to by the Chinese, owing to the 
extra trouble and expense they would be put to. So strong did the feeling 
grow that the Swatow merchants refused to do business, and sent word to 
their agents at Shan^hae, Newchwang, and Chefoo not to ship any more 
goods for Swatow till the obnoxious regulations were rescinded. The 
dispute was of long duration, and it was not till the middle of Au<2^ust that 
a compromise was effected, and even then there seems to have been left a 
latent dissatisfaction and want of confidence in the minds of the Chinese 
that prevented business from running smoothly in its old channels. 

The stoppage of the trade with Swatow caused the market to be 
glutted with shipping in other quarters, and this excessive competition 
naturally led to low rates of freight being accepted. 

The second cause of the general unremunerativeness of the coast 
trade was the prevalence of typhoons and heavy srales, which resulted 
in many casualties among the shipping, some of which are recorded 
below. 

This unprofitableness was still further aggravated by the exceptionally 
large amount of tonnage on the coast seeking employment. *290 vessels, 
with a tonnage of 1.4*20,913 tons, were employed in the trade with other 
Treaty ports (see Table No. 5), as against :225 vessels wiih a tonnage of 
1,182,212 tofis in 1880, and there was no corresponding increase in the 
value of their cargoes. 

Native exports and re-exports, in fact, fell from 34,030,556 taels in 
1880 to 31,655,762 taels in 188). Foreign re-exports, ho we xer, showed 
a slight improvement in value, viz., from 40,370,177 taels in 1880 to 
46,677,i35 Uels in 1881. 

Shipping Casualties — The following are some of the most serious 
casualties that occurred during the year : — 

On the 2 1 St January the British barque *^ Chinaman,'* lying near the 
Amherst Rocks at the mouth of the River Yangtsze, was run into and 
sunk by the steamer '* Craiglands," and six persons lost their lives. A 
boat manned by seamen from the steam-ship ♦* Craiglands '* was driven by 
force of wind and tide to Elliott Island, where they were very hcspitably 
treated by the Chinese inhabitants, who took them in a junk to Gutzlaff 
Island, and delivered them to the care of the European residents there. 

The wreck of the '* Chinaman " having taken place in shallow water 
was an obstruction to navigation and a peril to shipping. Its removal, 
therefore, became of paramount importance, especially as the Chinese 
authorities declared it impracticable to moor a lightship on the position. 
The consignee of the ship had instructions from home not to part with the 
wreck, but to salve cargo, and the insurance companies were loth to 
abandon their claims, so there was rather a protracted delay in freeing 
navigation from the danger. The result was, that it was not till early in 
April that the wreck was blown up by the Harbour-master and the 
obstruction removed. 

Other Casualties, — In a typhoon which ra?ed on the 15th July, the 
British schooner ** Aberdonian " foundered on the Pihsha Island, in the 
Chusan Archipelago. Six Chinese, the only survivors, made iheir way to 
Ningpo, and subsequently to Shanghae. At the request of Her Britannic 
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Majesty's Consul, ihe commander of Her Majesty's ship ** Foxhound," 
then in port, proceeded to the islands, and made search for the wreck, but 
his efforts were unavailing, and no trace has been found of the ill-fated 
vessel or her crew. 

The British steamer *' Ash,** which lefk^^ Nagasaki bound for Shanghae 
on the 23rd Septeniher, never arrived here, and there is little doubt that 
she foundered in a typhoon on the 25th of that month. The Russian 
gun-boat *' Sobol," which wan then stationed at Nagasaki, searched the 
Goto Islands for the missing ship, but without success. 

The British barque *' Nouveau Mondelli," which left Keelung on the 
loth September, and has not since been heard of, is supposed to have gone 
down in the same storm. 

Shanghae Shipwrecked and Distressed Mariners* Society — In 
connection with the loss of the *• Chinaman," a fund was raised in 
Shanghae, chiefly through the exertions of the late Registrar of Shipping, 
Mr. Tapp, to reward those who had shown conspicuous bravery on the 
occasion of the collision, and to make provision for the families of those 
who had Irst their lives. After all payments had been made and the 
accounts closed, further contributions were received from various quarters. 
It was decided hy the Committee of Management that these surplus funds 
should be employed for the purpose of establishing a Society called the 
Shanghae Shipwrecked and Distressed Mariners' Society, which should 
have as its special object the relief of seamen who have suffered ship- 
wreck. The Society has on several occasions since proved its usefulness^ 
and bids fair to be numbered among the permanent benevolent institutions 
of Shanghae. 

The ** Conference** — Contrary to anticipation, the " Conference " has 
been maintained. This is a combination on the part of the six leading 
Steam-ship Companies to command high rates of freight, the lines inter- 
ested being the *' Peninsular and Oriental/* the '' Messageries Maritimes/' 
the •• Uolts," •' Glen," ** Castle,'* and ** Shire '* lines Its operations during 
the year under review have been attended with a large measure of success* 
^ Outside *' steamers have been few and far between, and their appearance 
on the scene has heen the signal for the " Guild '* to lower its rates. It 
has thus been enabled to render the enterprise of its rivals unprofitable, 
and to drive them out of the market, 

China Merchants* Steam Navigation Company. '-^The Report of 
the China Merchants* Steam Mavigation Company, published early in 
September, showe4 the condition of the Company to be more satisfactory 
than heretofore. The estimated value of the twenty-eight steamers com- 
posing the Company's fleet stood at 1,852,000 taels, the original cost being 
*2,720,000 taels. During the year 1880 8), no less a sum than 452,000 
taels was written off for depreciation, and during the preceding year 
400,000 taels was deducted on this score. For the first five years of the 
Company's existence no allowance was made for depreciation ; the estimated 
value, therefore, must formerly have been a greatly inflated one ; still, the 
large sums written off during the last two years render it probable that 
the value now assigned to the steamers is approximately correct. The 
Companv also paid off Government advances to the extent of 385,000 
taels. This is the more remarkable, as the Company suffered heavily from 
the loss of two fine steamers, the "Hochung" and the " Hankwang.** 
The former of these foundered in a collision with Her Majesty's ship 
'* Lapwing," and the latter stranded on the Shantung Promontory. 

It may therefore be concluded that the Company is in a fairly pro- 
sperous position. The officers and engineers employed are all Europeans 
or Americans, the liberal treatment the Company accord them attracting 
men of ability into their service. 
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Voyage of the ** Meifop ** to England, — The Company also baa 
shown itself not deficient in enterprise. It had already in previous years 
dispatched vessels abroad to Honolulu and San Francisco, but last year it 
was daring enough to enter the lists and contend with Europeans on their 
own preserves. 

On the 4th October, the China Merchants' Steam Navigation Com- 
pany's steamer " Meifoo '* was dispatched to London with a cargo of tea. 
She also took on board a staff of employes for the purpose of establishing 
a branch of the firm in London. The r^xperimeut is said to have resulted 
in considerable loss to the Company^ as was to be expected at first She 
only obtained 45* per ton for freifjht, and the managers were quite 
unacquainted with the requirements of the London market 

Local Skip -building. — Another large steamer has been built and 
engined by Messrs. Boyd and Co , of this port, for Messrs. Jardine, 
Matheson, and Co., for employment in the Yangtsze River trade. The 
name of the new vessel is the " Tairvo." She is the third steamer that 
has been locally built for this well-known firm, and is similar in all respects 
to the two previously constructed) except that she is of slightly larger 
tonnage. 

Besides this, a tug-boat called the '< £wo '* has been built locally for the 
tame firm. 

Formationof the Indo' China Steam Navigation Company. — A note- 
worthy event in the shipping trade for the ye^r has been the incorporation 
of a new Company, called the Indo-China Steam Navigation Company. 
It has purchased the fleet of steamers formerly belonging to the China 
Coast Steam Navigation Company, and also the three river steamers, 
alluded to above, belonging: to Messrs. Jardine, Matheson, and Co. The 
new line is worked in co-operation with the ** Glen " line, running between 
Shanghae and London, Messrs. Jardine being the agents for both Com- 
panies in ShSmghae. The head office of the new Company is in London. 

Foreigners on Board British Ships. — The number of foreigners acting 
as masters and mates of British vessels on the China coast is very large, 
and is likely to increase, they being, as a rule, willing to accept less pay 
than Englishmen. The difficulty there often exists in Shanghae in dealing 
with foreigners on board British ships who have committed offences other 
than those against the discipline of the ship deserves attention, as it 
happens not unfrequently that a British vessel clears without a single 
British subject on board. 

There is a class of vessel trading on the Yang-tsze River called 
lorchas. These vessels, though flying the British flag, are entirely 
managed by Chinese, the foreigner who is entered on the Registry as 
master merely acting as supercargo, and attending to the entering and 
clearing of the ship and other matters not connected with the navigation. 
No articles of agreement are signed by the crew, consisting of Chinese, 
over whom, therefore, the British authorities have no control. The master 
too generally happens to be a foreigner, and as such, for any misde- 
meanour, not amenable to British law. Hence no effective control can be 
exercised over vessels of this class. It is, in my opinion, desirable that in 
this description of craft the master at all events should be a British subject. 

Work of the Shipping Ofice, — During the year 1881, 135 seamen . 
have been relieved, at an expense to the Government of 3,835 dol. 87 c. ; 
this does not include the cost of passages home of distressed British sea- 
men; 1,640 European feeamen were engaged or discharged (and many 
thousands of Chinese, Malays, and other Asiatics), as against 1,100 Euro- 
peans in 1 880, being an increase of almost 50 per cent. 

The shipping fees received during the year amounted to 7,581 dollars, 
as against 5,874 dol. 50 c. in 1880, thus sbowhig a large increase. 
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Forty-two money orders were issued for, in all, 3,415 dol. 16 c. 

Forty-three Casualty Returns were sent to the Board of Trade. 

Begistry Office of Shippf'ng. -^^Kegisiry fees were received during the 
year amounting to 519 do! 50 c. . 

Four steamers and 10 sailing-vessels were added to the register, aggre- • 
gating 5,606 24 tons, and 5 vessels were struck off the list in consequence 
of wreck, sale to foreigners, or transfer to other ports* their united tonnage 
being 1,329*25 tons. 

At the close of the year 51 vessels remained on the Begister, of a total 
tonnage of 19,971*88 tons, as against 48 vessels and 16,817 '59 tons in 
the preceding year. 

Forty-three changes of master were noted, and 1 6 bills of sale and 4 
deeds of mortgage recorded. 

(Signed) R. W. HURST, 

Ariing RegiHrar oj Shipping. 
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(No. 2.) — Comparative Table showing the Number and 'J^onnage of 
Vessels Entered and Cleared under each Flag^ from 1878 to 1881. 



Stkahcxs. 



Rag. 




1878. 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 




No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 

1,8*5 
62 
73 
54 
188 

r,219 
43 


Tons. 


No. 


Ton>. 


British 

American 

German 

French 

Japanese 

Chinese 

Other nationalities 


" •" 


1,187 

127 

68 

63 

107 

1,438 

67 


1,097,018 
41,518 
61.316 
116,907 
115.787 
1,088.836 
49,078 


1,555 

82 

61 

53 

189 

1.167 
16 


1,309.50S 

31,606 

87,876 

llft,786 

130,334 

1,046,523 

10.743 


1,616,860 
17,688 
66,916 
119,669 
161,127 
1,122,532 
81,574 


2,221 
41 
70 
68 
216 

1.173 
86 


1,880,401 
3,959 
66.679 
118.471 
179,776 
1,100.996 
33.161 


Total ... 





8,031 


2,669,466 


8,063 


3,674,271 


8,472 


8.026,866 


8,809 


8,871,434 



Sailing Visssls. 



Flag. 


1878. 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 




No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


British 

American 

German 

French 

Japanese... 

Chinese 

Others ... 


463 
318 

91 
1 

17 
888 
110 


331,947 
92,662 
26.777 
893 
7,138 
34,708 
18,538 


419 
189 
141 
9 
18 
414 
138 


2C2,194 

73,278 

62,178 

2,946 

7,m 

38,066 
17.781 


409 
187 
76 
8 
7 
880 
66 


172,141 
66,858 
18,684 
987 
8,093 
26,384 
18,940 


410 
171 
98 
11 
1 
277 
67 


166,693 
68,449 
86,4f.6 
6,488 
441 
34,670 
16,671 


Total 


1.227 


408,137 


1,813 


888,411 


1,079 


290,933 


1,036 


818,817 



Total S^ambrs and Sailivo Vkssxls. 



Flag. 


1878. 


1879. 


. 1880. 


1881. 




No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


British „ 

American 

German 

French 

Ja^ese 

Chmese ..• ... 

Others 


1,649 

840 

164 

63 

134 

1,761 
167 


1,328,965 
134,170 
78,098 
116,299 
122,916 
1,118,639 
67,601 


1,974 
371 
192 
62 
167 

1,681 
189 


1,611,699 
98,884 
90,049 
121.731 
138,208 
1.078,688 
28,623 


3,364 

3;i9 

149 

57 

193 

1,549 

110 


1,689,001 
78,641 
75,460 
13(»,656 
164,220 
1,148,916 
45,614 


2,631 
212 
168 
68 
217 

1,460 
103 


2,047.098 
71,801 
92,186 
124,969 
180.316 
1,126,666 
88,833 


Total 


4.348 


3,961.683 


4,876 


8,062.683 


4,551 


8,817.298 


4,844 


8,690,241 



(Signed) R. W. 

British Registry Office of Shipping 
for China and Japan. 



HURST, Aciing Registrar. 
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CHI HA. 



(Table d.)^*RETURN showing tbe Movemeatf of BriUsb Vesselt at 
the Port of Shanghae during the Year 1881. 







Inwards. 


Outwards. 


Chinese Cout ports . • 


491 


519 


Yangtsze River ports 


• • • • 


298 


858 


Japan 


• • • • 


197 


174 


Antwerp • • • • 


• • 


6 


• • 


Great Britain 


• • •• 


110 


90 


Hong Kong « 


• • •• 


146 


96 


Indik, StraiU Settlements, 


and Siam 


28 


15 


Philippines 


• • • • 


2 


12 


Java 


• • •• 


,. 


1 


British America 


• • • • 


6 


S 


United States 


• • • • 


1 


28 


Australian Colonies . . 


»• • • 


39 


2 


Asiatic Russia 


• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 


1 


1 


Total 


1,325 


1,306 


Number of Crew 


44,966 


44,659 



(Signed) R. W HURST, AcHng Regiitrar^ 

BritUk R^gishy Office of Shipping 
Jbr China and Japan* 
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Akkbx No. 3. 
Report on the Mixed Courts Shanghae. 

There is little of iroportaBce to note in the criminal cases that came 
before the British Assessor at the Mixed Court in the year 1881, except 
the scarcity of crime of a grare character and the immunity that is enjoyed 
by foreigners from assaults with violence. Of the two cases of homicide 
mentioned in the Police Report, published by the Municipal Council, as 
occurring within the settlement, one was undoubtedly accidental. Assaults 
with violence and intent to commit serious injury have been rare, and on 
foreigners unknown. It is true that foreigners have occasionally been hustled 
and knocked about, but the damage that they have received has been slight. 
The number of burglaries that have been committed is large, but to effect a 
burglary in an ordinary Chinese house there is little required further than 
to remove the staple to which the lock of the door is secured, or to force 
in a door or window by a slight pressure of the shoulders. In foreign 
houses no burglaries have been perpetrated with any success. Foreign 
shipping has not been so fortunate, and some large robberies of silver and 
other valuables have been committed upon them. Servants* quarters in 
foreign houses have been broken into more than once, but their masters' 
houses have remained secure. This security is undoubtedly due to the 
strength of the police force and to the watch that is kept by it on old 
offenders. As a large section of the criminals brought before the Court is 
composed of men not natives of Shanghae^ it is easy to rid the settlement 
of their presence by deportation, and though some of these old offenders 
return to their haunts, they naturally endeavour not to bring themselves 
again before the notice of the police. 

The number of children convicted of petty larcenies has been consider-* 
able, and their punishment is a question of some difficulty. If sent to 
prison and forced to consort with men of the worst type, there is little hope 
of their eventual reform. They are generally orphans, or have been 
deserted by their parents, and there is consequently no relation who can be 
made responsible for their good behaviour. As a rule, they receive a 
certain number of blows on the hand with a ruler, and are dismissed with 
a caution, but their reappearance is a proof that the punishment is not 
effectual. The Refuge that has been established by the Magistrate of the 
Court, and which is excellently conducted, is not intended for the reception 
of children, and its accommodation is insufficient, though it has been 
recently extended, and provides lodging for 200 inmates. 

The magistrate has been willing to listen to my representations against 
the use of the cangue and bamboo^ and has been willing to substitute 
imprisonment for flogging and exposure in the cangue, except where 
violence has been used towards helpless persons or children, or where it 
has seemed impossible to dispense with the publication of the offence and 
its punishment in the manner most natural to a Chinese mind. In all, the 
bamboo has only been used four times, and a hundred blows is the heaviest 
punishment that has been inflicted ; ten prisoners have been placed in the 
cangue. The whole number of cases that have been heard is 1,411^ 
including remanded cases; of these, 437 have been dealt with by the 
imposition of a fine, having consisted in the breach of local regulations for 
the good order of the settlement, or ib drunkenness, gambling, and similar 
misdemeanours. The largest class of convictions has been for petty larceny 
or so-called burglary. Of these, 533 cases have been met with imprison- 
ment for terms varying from twelve months to a few days ; 313 being for 
less than one month, and 4 for one year. The reason of the small number 
I 1571] Q 
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of long sentei^ces is, however, in part the fear entertained hy the magistrate 
of the effect of long imprisonment on the health of the prisoners. 

Ctvil CasHs. — The Tahle appended to this Report gives a record of the 
civil suits instituted in the Court, and is satisfactory as evidencing the 
readiness of Chinese defendants to settle just claims upon them as soon as 
they are threatened with an action. There can be little doubt that this is 
in great measure due to the knowledge that, given a just claim, judgment 
will be given in favour of the plaintiff. 

I found it necessary in one case to protest very strongly against the 
judgment given, in order to allow the plaintiff liberty of appeal. He did 
not, however, avail himself of the right. The case was one of non* 
fulfilment of contract, in failinsr to take delivery of a consignment of lead. 
Considerable grace had been allowed to the defendant, in order to allow 
him to fulfil his engagements. Tiie result was that a large portion of the 
claim was for expense** incurred in storage and insurance and for interest. 
The magistrate positively refused to recognise the justice of the whole of 
these charges being borne by the defendant, though extension of the term 
of delivery had been granted at his instance. As it happened, the 
defendant was a British subject by birth, though he did not claim the 
benefit of his nationality, and the fact was not known until after the hearing 
of the snit. 

Another case is noticeable for the fact that though a large sum had 
been paid on account at the time of formincr the contract, and an addi* 
tional amount had been paid in order to obtain an extension of the term 
fixed for taking delivery of the goods (ebony), the total amount paid only 
half covered the claim for damages, when swollen hy godown rent, 
insurance, and interest. After some months' imprisonment the d^ 
fendant was discharged, as apparently unable to pay anything towards the 
satisfaction of the judgment debt. 

Some extra work has been thrown on to the magistrate this year 
tiirough the provisions of the Order in Council of 1881, which require 
that the consent in writing of the Chinese authority should be given to the 
submission of his National to the jurisdiction of the Summary and Supreme 
Courts, if he desires to institute a suit there. The work of the magistrate 
is always very heavy, and any addition to it would be very burden«ome ; 
but it would, I think, be of great advantage to commercial interests if 
bends, contracts, and similar instruments affecting Chinese could be easily 
attested and registered in his Court. 

It is impossible to close this Report without acknowledging the extreme 
courtesy and consideration that I have always received from the Magis« 
trate of the Mixed Court, as well when my opinion has agreed with his as 
when our judgments have been opposed. 

(Signed) W. R. CARLES, 

Lai€ Assesaor at the Mised Court 

Peking, ApHl 12, 1882. 
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KANAGAWA. 
i2f»oftf on the Trade of Kanagawafor the Yean Iddl. 



Consul EnsJie to Sir H. Parkem. 

Sir, Kanagawaj J\ify 6; 1882. 

I HAvs tbe honour to-ioriush.you with my Raport upon the.trada^of 
thiB port for tha year, ended the ilst DeA^mber, ISSl^baBcd upon the 
accfunpanying Returns :-— 

1. Return ofihe TnipOTt Tfade. 

2. Return of the Export THIde. 

3. Return- of Shipping. 

4. Return of Tireasure imported and eiported. 

5. Return of Duties, Shipping Dues, Stoi4(e Charges, and Mteael^ 
laneous Fees eolkcted by the Japanese Cnstom-^Niso aH&orities* 

6. Return of the number of British and Foreign Residents and- Fijm»> 

These Returns have, with the euepjbioaof those of treaaoro^importAd 
and exported, and of for«igif rtsideBts, beoa coaipiledineni the eemUanimal 
stalislfcs puhlkhed by 1^ Buaaan of Cuatonis. 

The toide of thia^<petl diifaD$.':th« paa^ year oomfiiw.wiAb Hks^jot 1880 
as follows :— 



ImportV" 
Exports 



ia»x* 



' Ddlm. 
2t>472,^26 



42>£26»690 



1880^ 



Dollkrt. 
3«»3i8,108r 



4i,92JU(^l 



1881 — 
Decrease in imports 
Increase in exports 



[IMG] 



AetaaL decrease of tiede* 



DoUars. 
4,871,082 
2,576,751 

2^94^1 



Digitized by 



Google 



JJLPAK. 





Impoats in 


1881. 






Decrease^ 










Dollars. 


Cotton manoftotures •• 


• • 


• • 


• • 


1,476,014 


Woollen ditto 




• • 


• • 


666,538 


Mixed cotton and woc^kn 


• • 


• • 


• • 


538,192 


Hetalfl 


• • • • ' 


• • 


•«' 


• • 


124,512 


Arms and ammnnition. • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


136,740 


Miioellaneons — 










Foreign 


• • •• 


• • 


• • 


• • 


1,663,914 


Local 


• • • • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


265,172 




SZPOATS IN 


1881. 






Increase- 










Dollars. 


Silk 










2,704,242 


Cocoons 










341,654 


Copper 










8,338 


Wax 










7,174 


Tobacco 










11.349 


Rice 










12.377 


Lacquered 


ware 








66,716 


Earthenware and porodain 








247,366 


Fans 


• • •• 








8,675 


fihippoki 


• • •• 








21,137 


Paper 


• • • • 








42,856 


Silk mannfiictiires • • 








37,512 










679,881 


Tea 


• • •• 








234,821 


Dried iUh 


• • •• 








76,433 



Hie above figures show that ihe trade of ibis port for the past year 
does not, as a whole, compare favourably with that of 1 880, though it is 
interesting to note that, notwithstanding the temporary stagnation in the 
silk trade, to which allusion will be made further on, the export of silk and 
eocoons for 1881 shows an increase of upwards of 3,000,000 dollars over 
that for 1880; a large increase, amounting to nearly 400,000 dollars, is 
also noticeable in the export trade in Japanese paper^ lacquered, porcelain) 
and enamel ware. ^ 

That the export of silkworm-effg cards shows a decrease of nearly 
700,000 dollars must be a source of congratulation to those interested in 
the silk trade of Japan, and it would be well for the country if this branch 
of foreigrn commerce were to cease entirely. 

In order to facilitate a comparison between the present foreign trade of 
this port and that existing for some time past, I have prepared compara- 
tive Tables of imports and exports extending over the last five years. 

Imports. 

Trade durmg 1881 in the important staples of yams and shirtings 
cannot be said to have been of a very satisfactory character, even though 
remunerative transactions in these articles did take place during the lut 
six or seven months of the year. • 

The same has been the case with nearly all other goods ; a dragging 
market, and but little demand. Rapid depreciation and fluctuations in 
<*'kinsatsu," or Japanese paper currency, have again occurred, and were 
credited with by far the greater part of the disorganization of the first five 
months. In the latter half of the year the block in the silk ttade for some 
time completely paralyzed trade. 

Yam^ — The amount of business done during the past year is, judging 
from the Chamber of Commerce statistics of deliveries, rather lower than 
that for 1880 ; 28/83*8 have been in less request, and this is also the case 
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with Bombay yarns; but tbere has been a slight increase in other 
nuinbers. 

The following figures will show the deliveries for the last three years, 
and the course of prices for the season 1881 :— 



DsLiTsmni. 








1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


16/24'8 

28/32'« 

38/42'8 

Bombays • • • • 


Picols. 

137,373 
47,332 
15,850 
27,298 


Picols. 

135,741 
55,465 
14,264 
27,406 


Picols. 

127,928 
48,333 
12,613 
51,525 




227,853 


232,876 


240,399 



Of the above in 1881 there were delivered :-«- 

16/24 Reverse •• •• •• •• 

32 Dooble •• •• •• •• 

42 ,, •• •• •• •• 



Picols. 
5,481 
5,119 
6,175 



Prices for the best English water twist averaged during 1881 :— 





16/24. 


28/32. 


38/42. 


Janoary,. •• •« 


33i 


36i 


40 


Febroarv •• •. 


33 


36i 


40 


Mardi 


33 


35i 


39 


^f :: :: :: 


32 


34 


37* 


8U 


32i 


36 


Jone •• •• • 


32i 


34 


40 


Joly .. 


33i 


35i 


40 


Aogost •• •• •« 


33 


34f 


40 


September •• 


83* 


36 


39 


October,. •• .. 


33i 


36f 


38* 


Kovember •• •« 


33i 


36 


39 


December •• ., 


33i 


35* 


37 



Good 16/34 mock and water and 28/d2*s have ruled comparatively in 
the same order. Doubled 32's and 42*s have been somewhat irregular 
according to the supply ; the reported sales of these rather exceed those 
for the previous year, whilst 16/24 reverse are rather less. 

As will be seen from the foregoing quotations, the yam market here 
showed great depression from January until the end of May, with a 
moderate run of transactions. From that time until the close of the year 
a good business was^ however, done, with occasional intervals of quiet, the 
most notable being during the block in silk. 

In staple qualities of 16/24 most of the fall since January was 
recovered steb by step ; but the distance between these and lower qualities^ 
or even good current mock, widened considerably, and the latter, which 
had previouslv always been saleable, appears to have gone out of demand 
almost entireiy» and was quoted only at very low figures ; 28/32*8, while 
generally sharing the depression felt by 16/24's, have not been affected by 
Sie more buoyant times. The maiicet has generally been a dragging one^ 
and prices were disproportionately low. In 88/42*8 the exhaustion of 
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Stocks during the suittiner caused an impetus, and prices wore for a ^xke 
well sustained* 

Bombay yarns continued saleable, being cleaner and better suited for 
dyeing purposes. Deliveries would doubtless have shown an increase, 4f 
it had been shipped in assortments similar to the English spinnings, and 
.provided also that the 22 and 24 counts were as suitable for Japanese 
requirements as the 20*s. The bulk of the business was in 20* s, but soqie 
transactions took plaee^ln courser stsesdown to 10*8, and a little was also 
done in 22's and 24's4 finer than that 'Bombay yarn finds no favour with 
Japanese buyers. A very liitie -doubled 20's has been sold at about 
S3 dollars ; ^t it is'^oiibtfid if that price is satisfactory to.prodacers. As 
will be seen, the trade «s holding its oMm well as regards i66(V but there 
has been a great faHin^ff since 1879. 

Grey Shirtings. — -The recorded deliveries, taken from the Chamber of 
Commerce Returns, are : — 





• • 




il88L 


1680. 


>d^ib8. 

•9 lbs. 


Piece.. 

171,880 

562,381 


rPfeoM. 
.261^9 
615^9 




.734«2«1 


M7,d08 



This sitows an kionase in IMl joF 20,521 pieces in 8^ lbs., and a 
decrease in 9 lbs. of 5^«508 pieces ^as compared with 1880; 7 lbs. have 
almost entirely disappeared out of the market ; 8^ lbs. have fluctuated very 
little. 

During the first >fiire montbs of the year 9 lbs. steadily -'weakened, 
until in May they wtte quoted ':Q doU & c. for common up to.«^ dol. 40 c 
for best. As in i the isase with yarns,, shirtings began to raotver at that 
time, and in July reached 2 dol. 20 c. and 2 dol. 60 c. Towards the 
end of the year stocks became exhausted, good quality being particularly 
scarce; best were tkan at from 2 dol. 75 c. to 2 ^liaL ^c, while 
common stood at 2 doU-25 c and-S doL.SO c. 

It should be here noted ihat*both in yams and shirtiofa a kvge portion 

of the sales is for arrivals more or less tlistant, and generally at a reduc- 

•limi«n rulfttg ra^s. Ja p a n es e do a l ers »f»<itt ^hm^^ du wag ^the lattor .fart 

of the year, made a, profit out of their contract^,, as the general course of 

Uie market bad an upward tendency. 

T^Cloths, — There has ag^n boen a moderate business in thiaarticley 
on ; prices fluctuated between 1 dol. 45 c and I dol. 65 c. 

Indigo Shirtings have been slow of sale during a great ^ part of Ihe 
.year, wjth same Uttle demand in the autumn, when prices, which bad 
iallen, rose again to what they were at the conunenccment of the year-~ 
i.do].55c to Idol. 6^^ 0. ' 

Prints. — Common qualities have remained at a low range of yidue ; 
suitable, kisds were, iittweicerj in fiur request, at, prices of a slightly inward 
tonienicy. 

Cation Itaiians have beon very dulL 

JSlack Velvets steadily declined from the quotailon of 7 dol.'TSO c%r 
,«Brrent /juality, with which they 8(tartod> to 6 dol. ^0 c. In June some 
.■eoorejFy took place, and 7 dollars was reached in Septenfibar. *The 
;doiBaad« however, iiaa not been largOycand poiees^have figain declined. 

TTurktty Reds have 4 been no ^tttr than most of the fanc^ g o^ ; 
nevertiieless, the business done seems to bave been larger than in t9(SKK 
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and it may be noted tiiAt 2^ lbs. w«re in some favour during tiieamtumn. 
Priees hare steadily declined. 

Victoria Lawns «tarted with a promise of some improvesseot, ^nd 
75 cents were obtainable for good quality. Prices dedined^ howeTer> as 
the season advanced* 

WooUens and WovMletk* — ^The past year has been a very unsatisfac- 
tory one for tbese articles. 

Moussefines de Latne.— This important article has been dull of sale 
throughout, and priees have eontinually declined, closing in areBSge for 
plain jcsapes at^^agc, 1 «ent.to l^jeents.per jaacdJawerilAn at the eom- 
msnawMsnt 

Slack Origans (plain and .figured) have also besn gBsesally dull and 
ode|iies8ad, withifilliag quotations. 

^alian\ClaA has piesented a. rather more £EMrouitbleiaspa«t,raad gieod 
qasHttts have saei^wiih: fair demand, ^thougii at ilowipsices. 

^doth :has.had arvegy.unsaiisfiictery year. It mea isakable £sr « short 
^jtinie'fin}y»«ad^0m thao.in anall quantities. Gkssprkinda vane ahi^y in 

OR. 

j B iem ktU mem but nodemtely isakabfe,. light vnjghts onjly raje jsdw 



JUIrtoift— ?A flair hnsincas has been dene thrai^faattt the year^ -though 
:at ooustentiy Jailing .prices, .which can taearcely be said to. have hMU 
inswimerative» 



December. 




D. c D.'C. 
Flat and ronnd iron •• •• per picnl 2 60 to 3 10 2 50 to 2t86 

Katl-TOd ... ,s, ^.46 .3 SO ^80 .3 17 

Tin plates .^ ...• ^« „, '^ ftO .5.60 4 80 .4 90 

CifTotmtf "Still ^eontiuues'to be an 'impetta utJ Cf ti eleruBder miKeUsBBSUs 
foreign imports. In January a considerable business was dene at -^dr 
prices ; but irom the end of that month till the begmmng of July :the 
demand was light, and prices fell. Then came an improvement witbhrtler 
quotations.; but a Government J(otiftcatson appearing ^out the ««nd of 
]aLUgust, to the effect that* the* retailinuk in oil undnr UO'^iflasli'woi^sot 
be permitted after the 1st January, )M3, caused an dtire euspensnn ^of 
btisineBs. Ifhis interdict woe laler on seTOewbat: mcriiied by «n'aB90unce- 
raent that 'the timefformerly fixed ^ould be -prolangediuntil'tlK Jat Sep- 
tember, 18S2, the test tbeing reduced to lid". Itoiuess, bowever, atill 
continued dull, *for aHfaough ^tbere was <aaine demand, luddevs, expeeling 
higher quotations, remaiBed firm. Towards J^ and df rthe year .a . large 
business was donein oll*bndidi'at adv a n tin g ^prtees ^f tum^ doU 40 c. 
to 2 ddl. 56 c. per 10-gallon ease. The bwest qaotatian 'thnNighautidie 
]r<8r'was 1 del. TO^c. 

Aeeording tia-tbe << New York Marithne Regiatery''':the.eBcportfronrtfie 
•United States to Japan of kerosine oil has increased very eonsidershly ; 
shipments during 1881 amounted to 1|222,413 cases, as against 6(Zfi«ttl 
eases in the preceding year. 

Chemieah, S^.-^i:he trade in drugs, medichies, dyes, and odMnnals 
generally has developed very much of late. Twelve years agP' oa e ifiim 
only was engaged in this class of business, whereas during the ^^natxtinee 
'years nearly emtvy /house in Japan has more or less attempladtthatnDporta- 
tion of these goods. The Japanese Government have been luiji siasaesful 
'in their eadeavouirto introdnce Western aMdica^scitncer andtfixunithe last 
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published Report of the Sanitary Bareaa^ comprising the period from the 
1st July, 1877, to the dOth June, 1878> many interesting statistics are 
obtainable regarding their progress in this direction. 

The business done in these goods may be classified under two heads, 
viz. : for medicinal purposes and for manufactures. The former comprise 
drugs^ roots, barks, and chemicals as described in the Pharmacopoeia; and 
the latter, alkalies, essential oils, heavy chemicals, dyes, drysalteries, dye- 
wood, extracts, &c. 

With reference to the trade in chemicals, purely for medicinal pur- 
poses, a considerable change has taken place of late in the way in. which 
the requirements of the market are met. In former years theee goods 
were imported ready made, and put up in convenient packages for inune^ 
diate use in dispensing, but of late, owing to the encouragement givea by 
the Government, the Japanese have been in a position to prepare most of 
the articles themselves, the raw material only being imported. The trade 
in pharmaceutical extracts, tinctures, scale preparations, &c., has therefore 
come to an end ; instead of these, chemicals, roots, herbs, &c, have been 
imported in bulk, in many cases durect from the producing coontrks 
instead of, as in former years, from England. Then, too, owing to the 
conservative and independent position assumed by many of the Englitfi 
manufacturers, this trade is being driven from England to the Continent 
of Europe, and German manufacturers are enjoying a large and steadily 
increasing share of the import trade in many chemicals us^ in medicina} 
• preparations. 

Santonme is one of the most important articles, and annual imports 
vary from 120,000 to 180,000 ounces; it is prepared almost entirely in 
Germany, and has proved very unprofitable to importers during the past 
year. 

Quinine, — That the consumption of this artide is not so large as might 
be expected is due to the fact that ih^ bulk of the population in Japan is 
too poor to pav for such an expensive drug, and the cheaper cinchona 
alkaloids are sold in place of it. English-made quinine does not appear in 
this market; that principally imported is prepared in Milan. Then 
comes German, and after that Pelietier's muriate cinchonine is imported in 
large quantities. 

Iodide Potassium, principally English and French preparations, is 
largely consumed, but the business done has not been satisfactory. This 
is tiie case with many other leading articles. 

Bromide Potassium is one of the few articles supplied from America ; 
the annual consumption is about 25,000 lbs. During the early part of 
the year the market was dull, and prices raneed from 35 to 40 cents 
per lb. in 1-lb. bottles; towards the end of the season there was an 
increased demand, resulting in profitable transactions* 

Morpfda. — Its consumption has largely increased within the last two 
years. The supply 6f this market is almost entirely in the hands of 
English makers, owing to the superior appearance and quality as compared 
~ with that made in Germany* Prices here, as in Europe, have fluctuated 
very much, beginning at 2 dol. 70 c. per os., and falling down to 
2 dol. 10 c. 

Carbolic Acid, — During the cholera epidemic, 1878-79, this article 
was largely imported, but with its disappearance the demand has ceased. 
Importers have large stocks ou hand, and Japan must be considered a very 
uncertain market. 

Sundries. — Tartaric acid, alcohol, bismuth, chloroform, &c., are in 
' steady demand in Japan. 

Tne trade in alkalies and heavy chemicals, used for manufacturing 
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purposes, is fiur more important than that in medicinal chemicals. It is 
well known that, in order to restrict the importation of foreign-made goods 
and at the same time give employment to their own people, th^ Japanese 
GoTemment have for several years past zealounly promoted the maoufac- 
ture, not only of these articles^ but also of innumerable other goods 
required for Japanese consumption. With these objects in view, they 
have done everything to encourage the consumption of home-made goods, 
even at an increased cost to the country. This has resulted in a large 
demand for the raw material, thus very considerably increasing the trade 
in many of the heavier kinds of chemicals, and also causing a large con- 
sumption of dye-stuffs, &c. 

English manufacturers have the entire control of the alkali and heavy 
chemical trade, while Germany has, to a great extent, monopolised that of 
dyes ; such articles as chlorate potash, caustic soda, soda ash, bicarbonate 
soda, bleaching powder, sugar of lead^ and bichromate potash have also 
met with a gradually increasing demand. 

Under the heading of dyes, extract of logwood obtains the most 
important position, and the consumption now amounts to 6,000 or 7,000 
cwt per annum, the prices for the quality required on this market 
ranging, during the past year, between 1 1 dollars and 1 1 dol. 25 c. per 
cwt., with a steady demand* This article is principally imported, from 
France, and though small quantities occasionally arrive from America, 
nearly the whole of this business is done by one English firm* 

Aniline (violet) is also in large request, being used, in conjunction 
with logwood, for the dyeing of silk fabrics, &c.,.of Japanese manufacture. 
Among other goods under this heading may be mentioned ultramarine, 
Chinese blue, cochineal, yellow chrome,' tin crystals, fustic, and logwood 
chips, all of which now figure among the imports to Japan* 

Although business has, as already stated, greatly increased, it has at the 
same time been very much overdone* The bulk of the trade is done by 
English firms, but Germans are gradually and steadily extending their 
operations ; the trade with the United States of America is very small, 
and, with the exception of potassium, resin, and borax, really amounts to 
nothing. 

The Japanese prefer goods of English preparation, and if manufac- 
turers comply with the requirements of this market it will doubtless prove 
to be an frnportant outlet for their goods ; it should, however, be borne in 
mind that they have powerful competitors in German merchants, who, in 
addition to their well-known scientific attainments in the manufacture of 
chemicals, are now turning out articles of quite as good a quality as those 
coming from England, and in many cases at very much lower prices. 

Sugar, — The new crop began to arrive in Japan about the end of 
January ; the quantity produced in Formosa was short of the average, but 
the good demand existing for export to this country caused the deficiency to 
be mostly felt by other markets. 

On the Ist January, 1881, there was a stock of old Formosa sugar 
amounting to 46»000 piculs. Imports during the year were 246,400 
piculs, valued at 1,000,000 dollars, against an import of 290,000 piculs in 
1880, representing a value of about 1,100,000 dollars* The sales during 
1881 reached a total of 274,000. piculs, leaving an unsold stock of about 
18,400 piculs at the close of the year. Prices opened in February at 
4 dol. 40 c. per picul, but fell to 3 dol. 90 c. and 4 dol* 10 c. in July and 
August; they, however, rose again during the autumn months, and at the 
end of 1881 stood at 4 dol. 40 c to 4 dol 50 c. per picul. 

The greater portion of this trade is in the hands of Chinese, t&e 
remainder being d<me by two or three foreign firms* 
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Tke white sngun^wMmBoed ;in «Jipaa :Brattiy come frmi Hmtg *K«ig» 
Aoosistiag of > Hong .&9mg ixaAnml i wogn, Twfaidi is kxgely amd^ smd of 
Oaaton wliite kinds. 

Hie total ^import of -white sugar .for Ifi&l^vas About lAO^OO piculs, 
isearly all of wliieb «as-dis^8cd^>iMviag'*aii juMaiiistoek.on.the ^ilstDe- 
jsember last, of only id>QflD pieiiis. 

A small fqoAQttiyof iVIsaiia a^gar, .otiwr brom Mads, and of svgar 
oaady appaar in the iaaporte of ^tbe jnaryiamauating incall: to aboat 20,tt)0 
ptculs. 

Values ware: — 



Beat Hong-Kong, refined 
Othe ditto 
Canton, best white •• 
„ other white 
Sagiir candy, Foodiow 
„ Chuchan 



D. «. D. c. 

6 70.to 9 56 

6 75 8 00 

8 00 8 50 

5 50 7 50 

10 00 12 60 

BM 9 AO 



SOk. — From caref\illy compiled figures, the export of silk from J^n 
for the three years 1879 to 1881 inclusive appears to be as follows :— 





«•* 

•• 
•• 

•• 


. ft • 

• • 


i 

• • 

• • 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 


LcgBJop. »» .«• 
France and Italy. •• 
United States 


BidM. 

.5,966 
M55 
4,5U 


Bates. 
2,748 
.7,6i42 

5,788 


^Ikles. 

ll,24d 
4.fiS0 


TMal 


19,935 


16,178 


20,270 



So far as can be ascertained, direct export by Japanese, comprised. in 
the above, was 4,614 bales in 1881. 

What is a bale ? This is a question which has arisen on former occa- 
sions, and applies equally to this Report for 1881. A bale may be, and 
often is, 80 catties; it may be, and frequently is, 100 catties or 1 picUl, 
equal to 133^ lbs. Thus far, no arrangementis have been made to place 
this matter on a satisfactory and settled basis ; that it should be done must 
be apparent to all. 

The destination of the above export for the three years is of consider- 
able interest. London, Prance, and Italy may be taken together, as many 
parcels shipped for France are on an optional' arrangement, t.^., either for 
London or France. The export direct to the United States in 1881 com- 
pares unfavourably with that for 1880, and the only apparent explanation 
seems to be that Japan silks suitable for the Unhed States come in dicect 
competition with French and Italian, which have been relatively lower 'in 
those countries than Japan silks. 

The maf ket closed, it will be remembered, 'in 1380 with a somewhat 
brisk tone and advancing prices ; quotations were as follows :— 

l>olIar8. 
«b«tt 509 



Hachicji hanks •• 
2iMaihaahi •• 
Qoodxlitto ^ 

Fine good iOttire 
N0..3 ditto 
Good and best Kakeda 



810 



620lafi40 
550 ^ZD 
^0 .^00 



ibtr9miem w g ' ' l kt lawaB^-of priaas t doripg 1861, it: may be ndlad that 
the year opened witlMmacfae^fawiBaaa aad-foll/iif awadifarmll claiiaai'of 
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iflk. Tbe'fdnowtng fiji^res/ taken from -the TokoImsa'OiuifnWr ^f Com* 
"meree 'Reports, will' siiow that the rise dnriiig the^ear'was'Heariy con- 
tinuous. From the producers* point of view this must be very satisfactoi^ ; 
^t, for reasons- whtch will -he alladed to hereafter, the Tenth has, on the 
crther hand, been disastrous tct the dealers, or -middlemen. 

Current quotations for silk, as grren'Tn the Yokohama Chamber of 
'KDommerce 'Markdt B eports for* the* year 1 §8 1 , are : — 





,. 


2iHaikB. 


Good 
2Fil«tiiiM. 


G«ad 
2Kakeda. 


Bxobaage 
4 montbf . 


1881. 


DoUan. 


DcdUrs. 


DoUan. 


<. d. 


Jmuvj 


6 


515 to 525 


600 to 620 


560 to 580 


3 9 


. » 


21 


525 


600 620 


560 580 


3 9 


THmudpy 


^ 


525 


COO 620 


560 560 


3 '« 


tf 


IB 


540 to 050 


620 680 


580 600 


3 10 


iltech 


M 


570 


640 650 


690 640 


3 U 


■J9 


31 


560 to 570 


640 650 , 


630 640 


3 H 


jLVal 


09 


530 550 


640 650 


600 610^ 


3 10 ^ 


-M»y 


12 


520 530 


630 640 


590 600 
(nomunl) 


3 10 


i9 


^5 


410 420 ' 


680 040 


490 to>600 
(nomiMa) 


3 91 


Jane 


8 


.520 580 


630 640 


590 to 600 


3 9i 


■ S9 


^ M 


.550 560 


640 660 


610 630 


3 9^ 


July 


7 


560 570 


640 660 


610 620 


3 9i 


99 


•26 


560 570 


670 680 


• • 


3 10 


August 


•10 


545 555 


660 680 


,, 


3 :0 


$» 


44 


565 575 


670 690 


640 to 660 


3 9 


Jj<ytCTnbtr 8 * • 


590 600 


700 720 


660 670 


3 9 


" » 


U 


580 590 


700 720 


«60 670 


3 9i 


October 


8 


,, 


• . 


• • 




>9 


22 


., 


, , 


,. 


• • 


Novembei 


7 


. , 


• • 


, , 


• • 


»f 


23 


670 to 590 


700 to 710 


.650 to 670 


3 9i 


Bieeember 


8 


570 590 


700 710 


650 670 


3 9t 


»» 


22 


570 590 


700 710 


650 670 
(nominal) 


3 H 



A fair business was done in January- at firm rates, and a larger one In 
February at hardening^ prices, with considerable actirity towards the end 
of that month. Stocks were new reduced, and fi*esh arrivals from the 
country small ; in fact, there remained only the fag-end of the season. In 
'March there was farther hardening of prices, after which buyers held 
back. From that time till June stooks were not only so small and badly 
assorted, but the demand was so limited, that prices were irregular ; in 
some cases considerable concessions were made, but desirable silks obtained 
full prices. 

Towards the end df May" asd early in June, as the new crop was bemg 
raised, reports came to hand from the silk-producing districts of bad 
weather and a shott and inferior crop. In June advices also were received 
that the production of silk in China and Europe would be decidedly b^w 
.that of the previous season. Everything appeared, therefore, mfavrarof 
a marked advance in the general range of prices. 

These points were at once grasped by the Japanese rprtces opeied 
'high in the producing districts, and the unreasonableness of foreign 
^ bnyers ia not taking .silk mt prices demandeid was freely 'discussed by 
Japanese dealers. 

At the time this Report is being compiled it is pretty well undbrsftood 
that China ^ill iiave if or ^-export 10,000 bales more than ^wss at first 
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estimated; that Japan has a full crop, though deficient in quality; and 
that production in Europe has heen about equal to that of the preceding 
season* 

About June the organization of a new Silk Guild amongst the Japanese 
began to be discussed, the points prominently set forth being: the 
establishment of a central warehouse for all silk transactions, the general 
improvement of the trade, and the correction of certain abuses alleged to 
exist. Little notice was apparently taken of this by the foreign merchants. 
In the middle of September it was rather suddenly announced that this 
new Guild had been launched, under the name of ** The Ren^o ki ito ni 
adsukari Shosha," or ^' Silk Warehousing Association ;" that it would 
commence business forthwith, and that for the future all transactions in 
silk must be made under the rules of this new Society. 

Its promoters were a few of the principal silk houses, assisted by some 
outsiders and the whole of the silk commission firms^ who joined eitl^er 
willingly or otherwise. Its objects were to create one general establish* 
ment and association, which would make advances on silk brought down 
from the country^ and oblige all foreign buyers to come to its premises to 
inspect their purchases. It was, moreover, promised that, under its 
auspices, parcels of silk would be properly sorted and delivered according 
to the sample upon which the bargain was made, the standing complaint of 
foreign houses having been that no dependence could be placed upon 
musters. According to its rules, none but members of the Guild were to 
be recognized by it, and no member could do business with foreigners 
except according to its regulations. The Association, therefore, virtually 
assumed the absolute control over all silk business with foreigners. 

The latter, however, viewed the new Guild with great distrust ; did 
not consider that their previous experience warranted them in assenting to 
the terms on which it was now stipulated that business should be done ; 
and learnt, moreover, that the premises provided for the purpose of 
inspection were utterly insufficient, as well as unsuitable. 

Complications and disputes at once arose between buyers and sellers, 
and, virtually, all transactions in silk were suspended until the 19th Novem- 
ber last, when a compromise was arranged ; since then business has been 
conducted on very nearly the old terms* 

The actual arrangements made were that silk the purchase of which 
had been contiacted for by foreigners, and sent into their god owns for 
inspection, should be at once covered by fire insurance, and also that a 
contract note should be passed between buyer and seller by which the 
latter guaranteed that the bulk was equal in quality to the samples sold 
from ; a promise was also made by foreign buyers to give their favourable 
consideration to any practicable scheme for a general warehouse which 
might be submitted to them* 

It is fair to state that, had these points been put forward at the outset, 
they would have been at once conceded by the foreign buyers. 

As will be seen from dates, the new system has only been tried for a 
short time ; but, so far as can be ascertained, sellers adhere to the con* 
dition that their silk shall be covered against loss by fire while under 
inspection, though the contract notes are not generally asked for; the 
inference which foreigners draw from this is that sellers do not care to be 
bound to deliver silk equal to sample. The Chamber of Commerce 
Reports dp not note the amount of silk rejected on inspection ; from other 
sources it is, however, fully shown that the per-centage is heavy, and must 
seriously interfere with any good understanding between buyer and 
seller. 

During this dispute, which occurred at a period of the year when 
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operations are generally conducted on an extensive scale, business being, 
as. already mentioned, virtually suspended, the foreign and Japanese press 
abounded with articles on the question, and no doubt considerable feeling 
was shown on both sides. 

From first to last, foreigners, almost without exception, refused to do 
business with the new Silk Guild, who appeared to have complete control 
(ncer the. whole of the silk in Japan; hence a dead-lock. As the dispute 
pmigressed, the intentions joriginally expressed by the Japanese Association 
appear to have been overlooked, and it almost seemed as if the question 
wms being made a national one. 

Much was said by Japanese concerning the loss of commercial rights, 
and a determination expressed to ship the whole of the crop to the silk- 
consuming markets on Japanese account. This was perfectly feasible 
in theory, but insurmountable financial difficulties arose ; hence the 
compromise. 

foreigners viewed the operaUons of the Guild as an attempt to mono- 
polise the entire silk trade of Japan ; time alone will show whether such 
was the case, but up to the present the weight of evidence appears to be in 
favour of this supposition. 

Allusion has been made to the disastrous result which this suspension 
of business caused to the Japanese silk-dealers, when transactions in silk 
first came to a standstill. Advices from the home markets were favourable, 
and foreign buyers prepared to pay high prices, but when the compromise 
was effected there .was decidedly less anxiety to purchase. Foreign buyers 
congratulated themselves on having been the gainers by being kept out of 
the market ; and though it can hardly be said to strictly belong to the 
year 1881, I may here remark that but little general business was done 
until holders conceded a decline of 50 dollars per picul (about ]#. BdL 
per lb.), to which must be added interest, incurred to the Guild, at from 
14 to 18 per cent per annum. 

This statement as to the rate of interest charged is taken from the 
Japanese press, and has never been challenged by the Silk Association. 

Alport of this description would be incomplete without some 
reference to the quantity and quality of the staple article. 

When the new silk was brought forward towards the end of June 
1881, the crop was reported to be short, and an export of 15,000 bales was 
spoken of; the quantity available for export of the crop of 1881 will, 
however, probably be from 20,000 to 22,000 bales, less silk having been 
used for native consumption in 1881 than in the preceding year. 

Although there are no reliable data as to increased production, it is 
admitted by Japanese brokers and dealers that there is a steady progressive 
movement, and that prices realized are highly satisfactory to the original 
producers, t.0., the farmers who cultivate their ground for mulberry trees 
and realize profits either by the sale of leaves or of cocoons. 

The quality of silk reeled from the cocoons of 1880 was good, but this 
cannot be said of 1881 ; variations in weather doubtless made their 
influence felt, and the general quality of silk produced in 1881 must be 
pronounced as inferior to that of the previous year. This inferiority has 
been most marked in the silks known to the trade as hank descriptions, the 
general average of which has been below that of several former seasons ; 
some explanation on this point appears necessary. The attention of reelers 
has been generally drawn to filatures, the production of which has been of 
late years increasmg rapidly ; the highest quality of cocoons is naturally 
selected for reeling filatures, and this will to some extent explain why 
<< hanks " have declined in quality. 

Japanese filature silks also call for a few remarks. 
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Their superiority to the old native reeled Bilks ui only obtakmble by 
fpreater care and attention paid to the reelin];^, in order to seenre an erenyv 
clean thread ; in many cases reelers of filatures obtain this resnlt, bntim~ 
the other hand large parcels of filatures are brought forward wMch tecve- 
no claim to such a title, except in. style of the make-np of the skeins and* 
bundles ; on examination and test a great range in size is found, fHqtmtkHj 
in the same skein. Vitrious degrees of difli^rence are of course met with, 
but its frequent occumencey and the doubt thus cast on such silks, generally 
tell against them. Japanese brokiecs and dealers are well aware that 
foreign buyers have but limited means or opportunities for testing silfo aa^ 
to such imperfections, and as a rule have no hesitation in giving wrong* 
•descriptions of their filature silks^more particularly as to size, the result 
being disputes and rejections.. TKis would seem to be a serions charge, 
but after careful inquiry it cannot ba denied that this evil is complained of-' 
by all foreign buyers. 

The fuller sized filature iilkf of Japan are principally sought for in tirr 
United States ; manufacturers there report that of late, especially in the 
second half of the year under review, Italian silks were relatively ch eaper 
and much more to be depended upon than Japanese filatores. It is to* be 
boped that reelers in Japan will take due notice of this, avd'not'lbse t&eir 
hold on what has been a rapidly increasing market during' l^e pastftw 
years. An all-important fkct, which must on no account^ lost sight of,' 
is that a large proportion of Italian silks is produced fronreggs sei^ fhw 
Japan. 

In conclusion, it is welt to place on record' that Japan Has to tximpede 
with Italy, particulariy as regards filatures, but tbat she can easilV do ar 
to the cost of production, the main point being care and attention ; m this 
^he is very deficient. 

The following inelosures are not entirely devoid ofinterest,- evenat' 
this distance of time, in connection with the silk dispute which cau8ed^ such 
a stoppage of trade :-^ 

Appendix (C) is a translation, which appeared in the: ^ J^pan Gazette," 
of the rules and regulations of the Japanese Silk Association* and 
Appendix (D) is a translation, made in this office, of a series of articles 
which appeared in a native daily newspaper called the ''I15kid Yokohama 
Mai Nichi Shirabun.** 

Waste SUks and Pierced Cocoons have again enjoyed much favour, and 
prices have ruled considerably higher than in 1880. The export of silk 
waste was 11,114 piculs, as against 10,513 piquls in 1880, that of pierced 
•cocoons 4,234 piculs, and only 939 piculs in 1880. 

Silkworm JBggg. — The supply was small, and the total export was 
only 374,494 cards, valued at 811,140 dollars, as compared with 
530,452 cards, representing a value of 991,021 dollars, in 1880. 

The system of holding was much pursued with this produce, and it 
was the middle of November before any serious endeavour was made to 
meet buyers. 

Quotations then jruled 50 cents and 1 Mexican dollar for good to best, 
but a little later, aa the season was rapidly closing, holders were glad to 
get any prices they could. 

Tea, — A marked decline took place in the export of ttea during l^e 
year 1881 as compared with that of the previous twelve months, but it is 
difficult to account satisfactorily for this. Throughout the year a steady 
demand, prevailed, and. prices paid by foreigners must have been ftdly 
remunerative to the growers up-country. The reports which have reached 
Yokohama are to the effect that the producers are possessed of such ample 
funds as to be quite independent ; they have sold only when extreme prices 
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weie oblaiaable, intoning* it is Mid* to mix uptlw balance with the new. 
crop of the season 1882. It would appear that the growers have been 
literally coining, money, and the profits they realise on their produce, if 
estimated by the price which foreign purchasers pay the middleman, the 
only person the?- come in contact with, cannot be ranch less than 36 to 
40 per cent. Thus good medium tea, which for 1881 hat averaged from 
21 do). 50 c. to 22 dollars per picul, would probably cost up-country, 
ready prepared for transport to the Treaty ports, from 13 to 14 dollars 
per picul, indnding all chargea^ leaving the balance aa. a . profit to be 
divided between the middleman and the grower ; other grades in all pro- 
bability show a relative proportion of profiL 

The year 1881 opened with only^ moderate amount of tea in stock in 
Yokohama ; it was mostly oflfae lower grades, good medium ranging' from* 
19 to 20 dollars per picnl. 

During some three months the m ar k et ooatinued dull and quiet, 
prices nearly nominal, and purchases confined to teas for Pacific Coast 
trade or Canada, the stock on offer, n a rule, being too low in character 
for the general trade (jf the United States. Advices from that quarter 
were about this time most discouraging, heavy losses having been made on 
shipments during the latter part of I860. 

Tbe market for new teas was f%nrly opened at the beginning of May, 
being rather later than the previous year, owing to the severity of the 
season ; the first arrivals on the I9th Aprfl were aa usual eageriy bought 
op at absurdly high prices, and, moreover, indhced a belief that the crop 
was going to be a good one ; later ob^ as snpplics began to arrive freely, 
the quality was, however, found to compare* uniavourably with that of the 
previous seasons, both as regards leaf and cap. 

The late spring frosts, which nipped the yoirag shoots, had somewhat 
injured the character of the leaf^ and made it difficult to prepare the teas in 
the manner now required on the American market, which demands teas 
very similar in appearance to fine Moyune Young Hysons (green teas). 

Opening prices ranged from 43 to 45 dollars per picul ; then came 
a g^dual advance until supplies arrived in large quantities about the 
1 2th May, when shortly after, and on the departure of the first American 
mail-steamer on the 17th, pressing demands having been satisfied, the usual 
decline took place. 

A very large business was done during May and June, settlements for 
the two months amounting to 78,400 piculs, composed chiefiy of good 
medium, fine, and finest leaf,' the demand fbr first crop tea being always 
very keen. 

Towards the end of June the lower grades of tea began to arrive, but 
tKey did not meet with mucH attention owing to heavy losses on the 
previous year's shipments. 

The second crop, which arrived about the middle of July, showed 
decided signs of better care having been befttowed up-country on the 
manipulation of the leaf; these teaa were much more fitted to stand the 
process of re-firinnr than the first crop, and were also free from dust. 

The demand this year up to the beginning of September ran chiefiy on 
the better jrrades of tea, consequently stocks of common leaf accumulated; 
and quotationH declined to a very low basis, which led to a large and^ 
speculative business at prices ranging from 4 to 15 dollars per picul. 

Prices ruled lowest during the month of October, since when there 
has been a gradual advance, and at the dose of the year quotations were 
as follows : — 
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End of 1881. 


End of 1880. 




DoIUn. 


Dollars. 


Common^ per pical •• 




10 to 12 


10 vad under 


Gpod common* ditto. • 




14 15 


12 to 14 


Medium^ ditto 




17 18 


15 16 


Good mediam^ ditto . • 




22 26 


17 18 


Ploe, ditto.. 




28 30 


20 22 


Finest and choice^ ditto 




No stocks 


No stocks 



There have been very few third crop teas picked this year, as the low 
prices ruling offer little or no inducement to the native growers. 

The business of the past year must, on the whole, be considered very 
unsatisfactory ; a few early shipments of the first crop paid small profits, 
but subsequent ones fared very badly. 

The general quality of the teas for 1881 has been inferior to that of 
previous seasons, and there have been many and repeated complaints about 
it from America. Some allowance must be made oiP^ccount of the spring 
of 1881 having been unusually severe; but the general character of Japan 
teas for the past year shows that less care and attention have, as a rule, 
been bestowed on the preparation of the leaf than in 1880. 

This may, in a measure, be attributable to the enhanced cost of labour 
in the country, caused by the great increase in the prices of the daily 
necessaries of life among the labourine classes, and augmented in no small 
degree by Governmental taxation, fhe process of "sun-drying," un- 
doubtedly increasing every year, and resorted to in order to save labour 
and the expense of charcoal, which has of late years doubled in price, is, 
however, mainly instrumental in injuring the sale of Japan teas. So 
prepared, the leaf has a flaky appearance, and the teas lack keeping quality, 
are deficient in strength and flavour, and not so well fitted to stand the 
necessary preparation demanded by the American market. 

The popularity of Japan teas seems now seriously on trial in America, 
quotations for the lowest grade Japan tea usually shipped from this (that 
is ''common") has fallen from 22 cents per lb. in 1880 to 14 cents 
in 1881, and though this decline must, in a measure, be attributed to the 
great increase of dead stock in America, yet it must be admitted that the 
quality of Japan tea is steadily deteriorating, thus seriously endangering 
this country's trade in one of its staple articles of produce. 

Japan Black 7Va.— This has, on the whole, proved a failure, 
although the production continues on a limited scale. The climate and 
soil of this country appear unfitted to the growth of plants producing a 
leaf of the quality necessary to make good black. Teas resembling red 
leaf Congous can be made with good and even handsome leaf, several 
samples being in appearance yery similar to Indian teas of Pekoe class, but 
lacking strength, and not being nearly equal to good Chinese Foochow teas 
in that respect A small amount of these teas has been shipped to 
Germany on native account, a German financier providing the necessary 
funds ; but thus far the outcome of these shipments has not tran- 
spired. 

The results generally of 1881 have not proved as satisfactory as those 
of the preceding year ; the whole crop, and more particularly the first 
picking, shows signs of hasty and careless preparation. The amount of 
tea exported from Japan was decidedly in excess of the requirements of 
the United States and Canada, and a considerable portion of the ship- 
ments for the year had to be sacrificed at prices which did not cover laying 
down cost. For the future, prices here must be considerably reduced to 
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oDable the foreign exporter to ship to the American markets with anything 
like a reasonable prospect of success, unless the production of Japan teas 
is on a more moderate scale than has been the case for the last two 



seasons. 

Teas were distributed as follows :— 





1881. 


1880. 


To New York, Boston, &e. . • 
San Frandsoo •• •• 
Chicago, &c. •• •• 
Canada.. •• •• 
England •• •• 


Lbs. 

12,818,954 

3,780,380 

2,631,050 

2,899,146 

512,105 


Lbs. 

14,444,540 

3,560,427 

2,926,187 

2,924,456 

370,123 


Total •• 


22,641,635 


24,225,733 



Deoraaae in 1881, 1,584,098 lbs. 

Shipped as follows during 1 881 :— 

Bj Suez steamers, English bottoms •• 

O. and O. steamers, English bottoms •« 
P. mail-steamers, American bottoms •• 
Sailing*yes8els to San Francisco •• 

Ditto to New York.. •• •• 

Sues steamer (London), English bottom 



Total in English bottoms . • 
Ditto in Anwrican bottoms •« 



Lbs. 

12,589,207 

4,790,096 

2,430,406 

1,789,832 

529,989 

512,105 

22,641,635 

17,891,408 
4,750,227 

22,641,635 

A circular, emana^g from some of the principal tea brokers of Yoko« 
hama, and addressed to the tea cultivators in the interior jof Japan, was 
extensively circulated in March last. The interest and importance of this 
document to all interested in the tea trade of this country is such that a 
translation of it has been added to this Report. 

Shipping akd Nayigatiov, 

The total amount of foreign shipping which entered this port during 
the year under review was 293 vessels, of 482,084 tons (gross), while in 
1880 the number was 295 Tcssels, of 365,965 tons. The tonnage for 1881 
is> however, *' gross" throughout, whereas that appearing in the General 
Shipping Return for the preceding year is of a mixed character, the 
tonnage of British ships being ** net/' and that of all other foreign vessels 
"gross." 

In order to be able to make an accurate comparison between the 
shipping for the years 1880 and 18S1, the total tonnage of British ships, 
as appearing in the General Shipping Return for 1880, must be increased, 
so as to read 257,881 tons (gross) instead of 176,460 tons (net); it will 
then be seen that there has been in 1880, as compared with 1881, an 
increase iu British shipping at this port of 10 vessels and 46,651 tons 
gross burthen, and a decrease in the shipping of all other foreign 
nationalities of 12 ships and 11,903 tons (gross). 

British tonnage in 1881 was 63 per cent of the total carrying capacityi 
as against 57^ per cent, in 1880. 

[1446] B 
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•JiFAW.*- 



Aa in former ymag, the 81ii|]piBg. Clerk of thi» ConMikteluie prepared 
a iReporl tonicenTinf^.*the*ino^TiMnta of Britbk tliip»4it< thi» port.. 

JikpmmfM Sfiipfnng' at this pof3i(i.e^.for0i^-pi9(^^liiif: ships and 
steaniers) is as follows for 1880 and 1881 : — 





IWO;?- 


ISfrl. 




No. 


Tonnage. 


No. 


Tonnage. 


Fordgnporto .^ •• 
Coa^itife to' ShanghMt^ 


2 
79 


W97 
96,364 


1 
78 


304 
102,250 


Tbtel 


81 


97,761 


79 


102,554 



Increase in. tonnigf^, during 1881, 4,793 tons. 

JEteg^CTnyr.«~- St e iliu>^ ' exchauge ' ha» ruled very steady during tha year 
under review, opening in JaHiuarj* at 3^. Sd. per dollar for demand hank 
hills, and closing in Decemher at Ss, 8^. for the same usance. 

Throughout the first quarter of the year the fluctuations wire very 
slight, hutfnoa^thc end of Inarch, whes. the lowest point (3j* 7}(/.) was 
reached, exakange commenced to riae^ and gradually advanced until it 
touched 8i. 9^* in May. This figure was^ howerev^ not maintained for 
any length o£ time, and from May till the end of August the fluctuation 
was more marked than at any other tima throughout the year, being in 
some cases aa nmch as 3 per cent. This was caused chiefly by the varia- 
tions in sHveroB the London market, and not by local business require- 
ments. During the balance of the year exchange kept moderately 
steady. 

Japanese paper currencv experienced, during 1881, fluctuations equal 
to those wkiefa ckaracterized the previous year, with this important excep- 
tion> however, that there was a strong downward tendency. 

l^Hs resulted on varionsi oceasiosf in entirs' stoppages of business, 
owing ta the inability of mmy of th^ Japsaess* sptcidators to meet thetn 
engagements od the Donrse/^ Tbe^worslF feaAiire'of 'all was, however, tfatfc 
many, hitherto legitimate traders; were* aMnioled by the illusive hope of 
speedy gain, devoted their time^o this* ibrm^'of .sptoulatioo, and were, in 
consequence, ruined, the losses caused by the non-fulfilment of their 
engagements ultimately faUiBfjon.fbraigiieKSA 

The following remarks and quotations will but partially show the 
aotual state of a^rs, as fluctuations were duly, and ofben so great as to 
rmider it impossible to note reliable Tates. 

In. the beginning of January kinsatsn (Japanese paper currency) 
opened at 16G yen per 1 00 dollars, the lowest price being 177 yen. Dnrinn^ 
February the fluctuations were comparatively slight, ranging betiween 17T 
and 175 yen ; but in March a steady decline took place till paper readied 
182 yon. In April there were some very heavy speculations, resulting lira 
suspension of business for about one week, prices ruling throughout very 
low. With slight interruptions, a gradual improvement from 174- to 
160 yen took place in May and June, and aft^r a steady decline it tovehed 
at 165 yen in July and August H^avy specnlations in September agaio 
reauUed in stoppages and the closing of the Bburae on variom occasioms 
when papec waa again down, to 179 yen. An improvement then toofc 
place, and although prices ruled very Irregularly, fluctuations were cofB« 
pantively slight during the next three months, till towards the end of flte 
year there was another decline, closing prices being- 171 yen per* 100 
dollars* 
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The average rates of paper yen, as compared with silver yen (equal to 
the Mexican dollar), during the I^st five years has been as follows :«^ 



ia77 

1806; 

1879 

1880 
1«W:* 



1*034 
l-0y2 
1'2U 
1-477 
1'.604- 



J*^ eig ^ hti L o« d€n froi g ht fr.bait»>- fl t mtHitad fl Ovmuch that it is., ex- 
tremely diffieult to say what the rates have been. The Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam. Naviigatinn Comfpany, the Messageries Marltimes, Holt, 
Glen, Castle, and Shire are Conference lio^fl^-^OMl all made- the same 
charges in 1S81. During the early part of the year ralervaried between 
628. 6d. and 70^. per ton, rising to 77^. 6eL in May and- Juney after which 
they agaio. declined diiting November and I>ecember to 62r. 6d. and 
67#. 6d. Whatever the rates may.be for measurement of goods and tea, 
5s. less is charged for tobacco, rags, wa^c,^ aad othes cheap merchandize. 
Silk is taken at 7 dollars per cwt, and waste silk at< 2i dinars per ton, 
or its equivalent in sterling if payable in London. No saHing^essels were 
dispatch e d irott this>f)«ri to Lo nd o n duEing tha past year, aud freight by 
steamers not belonging to the above-named lines was absolutely nominal, no 
inducements offering. 

Steamer rates to th» UnUad Stat m yIL Sues. Canal commenced at 60;. 
to 70t« Df r ton ; in May to August they fluctuated between 70s. and 80f., 
«nd in November and Deeftai)>ec wera down to 60^. To San Francisco 
the unifown charge for-taa was 2 ulallar-fiftntji pei^ lb. gfoss. To various 
•centres in the United States^ vi^ Sa|i Francisco, rates opened at 3^ cents 
per lb. gross, rose to 5 cents in May and July, dropped to 2^ cents in 
OotolMiy and closed in December a| 3^ cents. The very low chargpa viA 
San Francisco are seriously affecting the Suez Canal al«naiefs»a»Ahf time 
taken by them to complete the^vav age to NewTork, averaging nmMmttw^ve 
diya as agalpist thirl^-fiine days via 9an Francisco, is of s up erfa ti^ 'iniport- 
ance, even thoug^, their rates aoe slightly lower thao thoae byrthe 
AmMBoan oTeiriaod rmt^. 

Sailing-vesse1»to San Fraaawo (charged 7 dollar^ per ton, lM|trtiQ^2few 
Ybrk there have been n#< such opportunities. 

Throughout these calculatipna I *ton measorement has be«t«tAHi as 
«quiidito 40 cubic £mU 

PopukUion.-^SeiclumYe ^XJtAieae, the foreign population of Yoko- 
haoMtin 1881 was l,498|:as aftissti 1,366 in the precedino^yeaKy ahowing 
an increase of 132' residents. There were 5^4 registered bfiti8h,8ubjects 
residvig heoe in 1881* while in ' 188P there were 567, being an inerease of 
27 j^sidents during the past Jf^* 

The Chinese > popiiation» . eiiclusive of those in foreign e^lDloy, 
regjnding whom tbanr^re no , Returns, amounts to 2,245, ani&^oirs a 
decrease of S60 skwr 18M. 

The inhabitants of the native toffs of Yokohama number 64^SM^ Aose 
of the Ken lor Prefecture of Kanagiawa 80,306. Out of those,, jthere were 
17,83^eiftlj temporarily resident i4 Yokohama, and 27,406 so residing in 
the Ken. 

PuhUc fFbrAr#.— No local pub^c works were exatatei dsring Ae past 
y#«r« 

Railways* — The. traffic from Ybkohanm to T6kid, inchidihg: inter- 
mriiate stations, waaas follows :— ^ 
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7iPJLV. 





1881. 


1880. 


Fknengers (number) •• , 
Merchandise (tons) •• •• 


526,300 
20,012 


433>900 
20,281 



Telegrapht. — The movement at the Yokohama Station was : — 





1881. 


1880. 








Forwarded •• •• •• 


9,586 


9,410 


Beoetred •• «« «« 


9,862 


9,137 


Local European tetograma— 






Forwarded .. •• .. 


9,189 


7,151 


Receiyed 


8,760 


7,179 


Local Japaneae telegramw- ■ 






Forwarded .• •• 


138,118 


126,272 


BeoeiTed 


97,415 


81,217 



I havOi &c 
(Signed) W. ENSLIE. 



(No. L) — Beturn of the Import Trade of Kanagawa for the Year ended 
December 81. 1881. 



Article. 


Amount. 


Value. 


Cotton mannfactores— 






Dollars. 


(9,724,904 doQm). 








Brocades •• .. .. 


Yards 


58,286 


5,983 


CambricB and lawna .. 


ff 


1,992,954 


97,741 


Chinties .« 


*» 


3,322,767 


221,208 


Cotton fabrici (sundry) 


99 


105,614 


11,448 


Yam 


Picals 


245,372 00 


6,379,612 


Damasks.. .. ., . 


Yards 


654 


160 


Drills .. 


99 


1,353,924 


118,927 


Ginghams 


>» 


24,972 


2,720 


Haw cotton ., .« 


Piculs 


13,689 00 


152,784 


datins .. 


Yards 


2,162,834 


209,427 


„ forombreOas .. 


Pieces 


1,902 


8,809 


Shirtings, grej •• ,. ,, 


Yards 


29,778,592 


1,417,115 • 


„ White .. «, •« 


M 


697,167 


47,310 


,, dyed 


•*» 


807,042 


57,550 


„ twiUed .• 


99 


1,587,009 


107,323 


Singlets and drawers • • « , 


Number 


59,737 


19,749 


Taffachelass 


Yards 


295,656 


46,137 


T-cbths .. 


9$ 


1,996,403 


107,811 


Turkey reds .. .. ., 


if 


6,230,662 


355,214 


Velrets .. 


• • 


2,061,221 

0* 


357,876 


Total 


9,724,904 


Woollen mannfactnres— 




(1,641,246 dollars). 








Blankets . 


Piculs 


3,904 00 


170,521 


Buntings.* •• «« ,. 


Yards 


45,610 


4,373 


Camlets .. 


„ 


24,438 


5,262 


Cloth .. 


9» 


56,026 


64,351 


Flannels . . 


I> 


165.734 


43,443 


Lastings .. 


*t 


67,528 


18,119 


Long ells . • . . . , . 


99 


7,040 


2,312 


Moosseline de laine •• «« 


»» 


8,147,599 


1,308,558 
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Artide. 


Amount. 


Value. 


WooUen Manoftetares (eon^wmed)— 






Dollars. 


oorgB9 •• •• ,, ,, 


Yards 


30,863 


12,193 ' 


Singlets and drawers 


Number 


1,491 


1,627 


Spanish stripes •• 
Woollengoods 


Yards 

00 


1.730 

• 


1,232 
7,753 


Tarn •• ,, «« «, 


Piculs 

• • 


10 00 

• • 


1,502 


Total 


1,641,246 


Ifized cotton and woollen^ 




(788^25 dollars). 








Alpaca •• •• •• •« 


Yards 


2,282 


560 




9» 


15,968 


1,996 


Italian cloth 


t» 


2,160,829 


442,021 


IjQstres •• •• ft •« 


$» 


127,702 


15,373 


Orleans •• «« •• •« 


»» 


484,821 


45,910 


l^glets and drawers •• 


Number 


2,472 


3,052 


Thread .. •• •• •« 


PicuU 


62 00 


4,056 




Yards 

•• 


1,261,378 
• • 


275,357 


Total •• •« 


788,325 


Metals^ 




(1,060>815 doDan). 








Brass •« •• «• •« 


Piculs 


81 00 


1,730 


u ware. •• •• •• 


• • 


• • 


10,075 


Copper •• •• •• •• 


Fieuli 


487 00 


10,785 


.. ntilB 


»4 


21 00 


609 


99 ware •• •• •« 


• • 


• • 


9,674 


Iron, mannfactnred • 0* •« 


Piculs 


248,342 00 


563,797 


„ old and scrap •• •• 


•» 


22,900 00 


31,426 


,, rails •• •• •• 


9» 


12,770 00 


27,520 


ff roofing •• •• •« 


M 


3,351 00 


15,676 


»s pig • 


M 


43,479 00 


31,274 


„ ware •• •• •« 


»9 


• • 


67,128 


>» wire •• •• 0, 


tt 


4,817 00 


22,937 


M l\ (^sgvaph) !! !! 


»9 


2,116 00 


13,533 


t» 


5 00 


89 


u piping 


fS 


•• 


14,746 


„ screws •• •• ti 


M 


•• 


10,038 


Lead, pig. 


M 


2,120 00 


9,572 


„ sheet 


9» 


1,274 00 


5,798 


„ piping , 0. 


• • 


• • 


4,267 


Nickel 


Piculs 


91 00 


6,905 


i, ware 0* 0* «, 


• • 


• • 


1,330 


Qnicksihrer 0. •• «, 


Piculs 


192 00 


10,499 


Spelter and line .0 


» 


10,663 00 


59,891 


Steel •• 00 00 0« 


99 


8,111 00 


40,400 


„ ware . 00 0, ,, 


t • 


• • 


2,567 


ff wire • 00 «a 


Piculs 


488 00 


2,879 


Tin 


99 


596 00 


17,557 


„ plates. 


Cases 


5,341 


29,209 


TeUow metal 00 0. *. 


Piculs 


2,498 00 


44,904 


Total 00 0. 


1,066,815 


Arms and ammnnititni* 




(50,659 dollars). 








Cannon .. .. .0 


Number 


8 


2,363 


Cartridges. 


99 


404,242 


4,848 


Gnnpowder .0 00 ., 


Piculs 


580 00 


29,534 


KlnOS 00 00 00 0^ 


Number 


1,333 

•• 


13,914 


Total 


60,659 
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Article. 


Amount. 


Value. 


Miscdlaneous, foreign — 






DoUan. 


(4,944,567 dollars). 








'Anchors and cables . 




• • 


• , 


11,038 


Articles de Paris . . 




• • 


,, 


855 


^ BftTDmeters , . • 




Number 


226 


1,333 


• Beer and porter 




• • 


• • 


61,853 


Belts 




• • 


• • 


10,014 


' Blacking . . • • • 




, , 


, , 


46& 


Blue, Prussian 




Piculs 


S20^ 


25.967 


Books .. 




' Number 


65,870 


40.564 


' Boots, shoes, and sl»jyp«M • 




Pairs 


3,029 


7,037 


Brushes •• •• • 




, , 


, , 


1,719 


Caridles .. .. ' . 




Piculs 


401 00 


M78 


• Canvas and c<>tton dttcks 




Yards 


602,015 


91y362 


„ lubes 




»» 


8,247 


1,935 


- CWmine . . . . 




Piculs 


19 «0 


10,842 


Carpets .. 




• • 


• • 


13,554 


„ tapestry .. 




• • 


« • 


3,513 


>» nigs 




• • 


• • 


592 


^ Csn'riages and harness 




• • 


• • 


2,675 


Cattle 




Head 


46 


5,030 


Cement •• •• • 




Piculs 


5,674 00 


3,915 


Clocks and fittings • • • 




, , 


• • 


82,792 


' Cloth, oil, fof floors 




1 Yards 


4,992 


2,243 


t, elastic •• 




, , 


, , 


10,920 


Clmhing .. 




• • 


• • 


2M50 


•Coal 




iTons 


27,907 


209,314 


Cbffee .. 




iPiculi 


742 00 


11,503 


Olfifeetionerf • • • 




, , 


, , 


1>661 


Ooi^ 




1 Piculs 


50 00 


124,861 


Owdsge .. 




»* 


3,048 00 


38,676 


CoAs .. 




• • 


• • 


7.295 


' Curtains • • • • • 




• • 


• • 


1,322 


tJntlery 




• • 


• « 


8,444 


^Dmgs •• •• • 




Piculs 


9,796 00 


95,751 


''D7e:stnfrs 




t» 


6iMft«0 


217,070 


•leathers (kiilgfi«*»r, peacock. 


*&c.) !! 


»» 


.3<45 


448 


««tr 




*> 


11,006^00 


. 37,678 


'fSMTAiture . 




• • 


,, 


10,840 


>Far8 .. *. 




dumber • 


96,524 


2M93 


"Qambier .. 




Piculs 


17» 00 


1,042 


'laNflnboge 




,, 


2 20 


.140 


HHonnan silver 




t» 


331 00 


UA^ 


'Wias, window 




Cases 


33,701 


66,651 


^, ware 




• • 


, , 


546^2 


„ beads 


• » •< 


• • 


,, 


wai 


^HStfres .. .• 




*9ozen 


20,477 


S5^7 


**<^e 




«icnU 


56 00 


94S 


Y3hl»^m .. 




>» 


1,090 00 


1,087 






•Number 


367,106 


14)060 


'fiata 




.Dozen 


3,711 


/t2^1 


'flwip .. «• 




Piculs 


4,070 00 


^U^O 


^ yam 




»» 


50 00 


2,33(V 


'Hides ^w tod buffalo) . 




t» 


5 31 


121 


"Tloofs 




ft 


575 00 


4,321 


IJoms •• •• • 




» 


5S4)^> 


.«9;M8 


Implements and tools 
'^udia-rubbcr, erode • 




• • 


* 


t«a752 




Piculs- 


61 OO 


«6 


ware 




• • 


• • 


xSMBO 


'MHKO,dry i. 




Piculs 


43 45 


^^»b 


« faithiment8,»scientMc 




• • 


• • 


4>m^ 


„ 1 surgical 




, , 


• • 


12,712 


,4 musical • 


• • • •< 


> ' • • 


• • 


4,91& 


Ivory #• •• t 




, PicuU 


167 66 


38,293^ 
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Artick. 


Amount, 


Value. 


Muoellaneous, foreign (conOnMed)-- 






DoUars. 


liMops .. 


.. . .. 


, , 


• •■ 


41,375 


..Lead^ red, white^ and yellow . 


Piculs * 


613 23 


•1,002 


Leather .. 


• • - •• 


. , r» , 


5,3^8 00 


230,465 


Litaen .. 




Yards 


60,3G5 


11,195 


„ and cotton mixture 




Pieces 


IS7 


1,540 


Machinery 




• • , 




284,863 


itches .. 




Dozen 


. isliib 


029 


Hedicines . ., 






, , 


214,732 


Milk, butter, and cheese 




Piculs ; 


6,146 00 


45,776 


Mineral watera , . 




, , • • 


,. 


5,848 


Mirrors . . , , 


• •" •• 


Number 


2,250 


1,8S5 


Oats 




Piculs ; 


197 00 


446 


Oilcakes.. 




, , 




3,607 


Oil, castor 




Piculs 


2,IC9 00 


19,973 


t, kerosine 




GaUons . 


4,616,855 


538,605 


„ oliTe.. 




. • 


, , 


8,374 


„ turpentine .^ 




• • 


, , 


3,548 


„ yanous 




• . 


. • 


21,243 


Opcra.glasses 




Number 


352 


2,028 


Paint-oa.. 




Piculs ; 


5,718 00 


46.515 


t Painters' colours ., 




• • 




7,018 


•Piqjer ,. 




, , 


, , 


53,992 


POrfnmery and cosmQtjcs 




• • 


. . 


8,410 


tPicturea .. «, 




. • 


, , 


3,871 


Phchandtar 


• •• . •• 


Piculs 


656 00 


1,459 


I Plated ware 




,, 


• . 


2,452 


t Porcelain and enrthenware 




• • 




9,489 


Provisions and . stoiM 




. • 


• • 


118,933 


( Qdnine .. 




Piculs 


1,014 00 


52.814 


Bope 




, , 


, , 


3,942 


-Saddlery.. 




,, 


• . 


667 


Sdted meat, inoadis 




Piculs 


1,101 00 


9,374 


fioides and balaacea . 




• • 




3,087 


4ateds 




, , 


. . 


i,623 


Shawls and tippets.. 




Number 


25,480 


5,889 


-Sheep .. 




Head 


1,197 


S,170 


^6iik satins 




Number 


2.018 


36,673 


.,, crapes 




»> 


114 


.1^36 


,,„ manufitctusts .. 






11,877 


33,963 


„„ and cottoiLnktRCS 




Pieces 


8,418 


288,051 


^^iherware 




• • 


^^ 


2,566 


^Smult and dobiit .«• 




PicuU 


'S7 00 


£,141 


z§m^,hMr,. ..•« 




** 


1>065 00 


6,573 


.„ toUet 




, , 


^, 


J6»522 


. ~£ookt and^Mockhigi 




Dozen 


2,829 


5,676 


floda .. 




Piculs 


10,495 00 . 


24,724 






Number 


15,183 


797 


- Sponges .. 




• • 


• • 


• 1-,«&1 


Stationery 




• • 


• • 


26,673 


8t0T9S and fittings . 




*»• 


• • 


2,581 


8iigar,knf 




Piculs 


1,738 00 


18,586. 


Teethji niirMiteod sea-horse .4 


ft 


84 44' 


8,16» 




•• •> 


, , 


• ••. ' 


94» 


Thread •, 


• • .v 


• • 




10,984 


Timberwdh^Miks.. 


• •9 9^ 


• • 


^•■» 


7,296 


Tbbaeao7«igar8 and ogarettes • w 


• • 


' .. 1 


34,417 


M *-«Dl>%lherwise specified .% 


, , 


•>••• 


3,682 


TortoissiiiisH 


•■• •% 


Piculs 


169 00 


73,278 


Toweb .. 


• • • • 


Dosen 


887 


802 


TnswtMmgmQ^ <,. 


••• V^ 


Number 


^A^Wl 


4,9ia 


^nmosiiigB • • • 


• • •• 


• • 


• • 


8,396 


UmhMas 


»« sV* 


Doiem. 


021 


3,227 


„ fhwMS and sticks .. •.] 


.- 9t 


.129,09a 


^ 77.693 
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JiTJkX, 



Article. 


Amount. 


Value. 








Dollars. 


Utensils for table use 


• • 


• • 


2,558 


Yamisli •• •• •• •« 


• • 


• • 


6,563 


YercngnM • •• •• •« 


PicuU 


113 84 


2,308 


Yermilion •• •• •« 


9f 


415 89 


24,462 


Waterproof ootis •• •• •* 


Dosen 


1,172 


3,757 


Watches .. •• •• 


Number 


29,898 


170,558 


Watch.fittingt 


• • 


•• 


5,327 


Wheat and barlej •• •• 


Plouls 


1,365 00 


2,019 


Wines and spirits •• •• •< 


• • 


• • 


147,800 


Woods : aloes, red, s^mld, sandal 


Pimls 


1,885 00 


7,572 


Ships, sailing •• •• •< 
f, steam • • • • • < 


Number 


5 

1 


45,300 
51,800 


Sundries nnenmnented 


• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 


359,850 


Total •• •• •• 


4,944,567 


Miscellaneons, local— 




(3,255,510 dollars). 








Alum •• •• • 




Ftculs 


3,567 00 


7,332 


ClOTCS •• •• • 




9f 


859 00 


7,669 


Gunnjbags •• 




Nmaber 


48^800 


4,477 


Horses •• •• • 




9» 


31 


5,225 


Liquors •• •• • 




• • 


»« 


5,843 


MangroTe-bark •• • 




Piculs 


688 00 


678 


Mats, paddng •• • 




Number 


1,159,894 


51,354 


Matting 




*» 


4,840 


813 


Musk 




Ffculs 


1 66 


15,670 


Oil, bean.. 




»» 


265 00 


1,769 


„ ground-nut •• • 




»» 


319 00 


2,606 


Paper .. •• 




• • 


• • 


42,097 


Peas and beans •» • 




Piculs 


14.906 00 


31,654 


Rattans ^« 




>» 


1,588 00 


12,286 


Rice 




>9 


47,797 00 


119,052 


Safflower . • 




*> 


306 00 


14,990 


Salt 




• • 


• • 


1,264 


Salted fish 




Pienls 


449 00 


1,772 


Saltpetre • • • • • 




99 


5,047 00 


30,650 


Slippers .. •• • 




Pairs 


1,029 


1,710 


Sngar, brown •• 




Piculs 


410,728 00 


1,939,790 


„ candy 




9» 


2,984 00 


31,874 


„ whiti 




U 


101,087 00 


860,040 


Tea 




»» 


157 00 


4,550 


„ lead 




»ff 


9,196 00 


55,056 


Sundries unenumerated 




• • 

• • 


•• 


5,289 


Total •• 


3,255,5 



Rboapitulatiok. 

Dollars. 

Cotton manufactures •• «• •• •• 9,724,904 

Woollen manufactures . , •• •• •• 1,641,246 

Mixed cotton and woollen •• •• •• 788,325 

Metals 1,066,815 

Arms and ammunition • • • • • • • • 50,659 

Miscellaneous, foreign •• •• •• •• 4,944,567 

,, local .. .. .. .. 3,255,510 

Grand total .. 21,472,026 

Re-ezporti •• ^ •• %« •• •• 275,218 
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(So. 2.)— Rbturh of the Export Trade of K&nagawa for the Year 
ended December 81, 1881. 

ExpomTBD TO Enoland and othba Countries. 



Artide. 


Quantity. 


Value. 








Dollars. 


Dollars. 


Silk, raw •• 


Piculs 


18,011 81 


10,64 ?,310 




„ flOM •• •• •• 


9» 


874 46 


171,323 




,, floes waste •• •• 


99 


1,244 35 


31,693 




„ noshi .. •• 


M 


6,738 89 


961,075 




„ waste •• •• •• 


t» 


9,869 97 


824,985 




„ tama .. 


»» 


116 36 


, 30,735 


12,667,121 






Silkworm eggs •• •• 


Cards 


374,494 


• • 


311,140 


Tea 


Piculs 


149,888 94 


4,398,297 




„ bancha • 


»» 


5,094 17 


30,185 




,f dust •• •• 


» 


15,572 84 


62,658 


4,491,140 






Copper ore •• •• 


*t 


7,535 81 


123,181 




, scrap and old • • • • 


» 


423 26 


6,770 




»i ^^^r® • •• •• 


• 


• 


77,725 


207,676 






Tobacco, leaf 


9t 


10,370 72 


113,421 




„ Tarions •• •• 


»» 


6 86 


1,035 


114,456 






Wax, Tegetable and bees' 


f» 


1,149 51 


• • 


17,602 


Dried fish, Tarious •• 


ft 


5,771 00 


33,345 




Beche-de-mer • • • • 


»f 


1,141 00 


39,206 




Cuttle-fish •• •• 


»» 


5,048 00 


63,829 




Sharks' fins, • •• •• 


>9 


392 00 


10,958 




Shellfish •• •• 


f» 


954 00 


7,259 




Shrimps •• •• •• 


99 


82 00 


987 




Awabi •• •• •• 


99 


6,763 00 


172,703 


328,287 






Rice •• •• 


99 


17,023 00 


• • 


59,928 


Miscellaneoiit^ 










Aniseed •• •• •• 


99 


2,418 00 


• • 


8,810 


Awabi shells 


>» 


4,189 00 


• • • 


39,067 


Bamboo-ware •• •• 


• 


• 


• • 


40,109 


Books, printed •• •• 


Number 


10,613 


• • 


3,449 


Bronze, old and scrap • • 


Piculs 


117 00 


1,509 




„ ware •• •• 


• 


• 


66,621 


68,130 






Camphor •• •• •• 


Piculs 


120 00 


• • 


' 2.115 


Clothing .. 


Number 


6,958 


« , 


32,587 


Cocoons, pierced • • • • 


Piculs 


4,234 81 


430,819 




„ waste 


99 


538 00 


16,274 


447,093 






Corals •• •• 


»» 


53 


,, 


2,971 


Cotton, raw 


99 


1 40 


31 




^ „ manufactures 


• 




22,542 


22,V3 






Drugs • • • • • • 


PicuU 


5,578 78 


• • 


86.147 


Earthenware and porcelain • • 


• 




• • 


576.648 


Fans •• .. ,, 


Njimb<?r, 


'lO,076,U8 


• • 


176,666 


Furniture.. 


, 




• • 


4.634 


Furs •• •• •• 


Number 


* 35,984 


,, 


12,057 


Gall-nuts 


Piculs 


295 00 


,, 


3.382 


Ironware . • • • • . 


, 




• • 


4,797 


Ivory .. .. ., 


• 




• • 


13,880 


Jinrikishas 


Number 


180 


• • 


2,432 
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jAPAir. 



Article. 


<tentity. 


Value. 






ZMkrs. 


DoUars. 


MisccUaTiCous (continued)— 








KantinC'coUev^g^Ule") .. 


PlcoIs 651 00 




18,640 


Lacquered ware • • • • 


• • 




467,441 


Lanterns • • 


Number 315,072 




13,461 


Lily bulbs . 


• ••• 




7,733 


Matches •• •• 


Dot. boxes 3^85,162 




169.901 


Medicines •• ^« 


• • 




5,194 


Mushrooms •• 


Piculs 3,291 00 




100,068 


Oil, fish . . 


„ 1,267 00 




3,098 


„ peppermint •. 


„ 58 00 




9,086 


Paper, various T. •• 


• \ 




75,463 


Photographs and pictures 


• • 




8,739 


Plants ,• 


• • 




2,825 


Potatoes .• 


Piculs 14,878 00 




11,777 


Provisions • • « . 


• • 




39,353 


Screens • • • • • • 


Number 8,844 




46,792 


Shippoki 


• • 




67,937 


Seaweed .« •• •« 


PicuU 35,228 00 




98,746 


Silk manufiictures • • • • 


• • 




77,594 


Soap, toilet •• 


• • 




585 


Soy 


PicoU 86 85 




340 


Sulphur .. •• 


7.744 00 




11,339 


TortoisesheU-waie .. 


• • 




4,614 


Umbrellas 


Number 709,984 


53,535 




„ (European) 


8,072 


11,040 


64,575 






Wheat and bariey .. 


Picub 1,473 70 


,, 


2,790 


Sundries .. •• 


• • 


• • 


152,891 


Coal, for ehqw' use.. 


Tons 1,407 


• • 


8,785 . 


Total 


• • 


• • 


2U54>664 



JtSCAPtTOLATION (EXPORTS). 















DoUars. 


Silk . 


• • 


• • • 








. 12,667,121 


Silkworm < 


^« 


. -•• • 








31I.M0 


Tea.. 




. .•• • 








4,491.140 


Coffpor 




• • • 








207,676 


Tobacco 




. ^, • 








114,4f?6 


Wax. 




. ^« • 








17,602 


Dried fish 




• • • 








'^28,tB7 


Rice. 




• • • 








59,928 


MisceUaiMcras • 


^•*A • 








, 2,957,314 




QmdtoCBl 


• 1 


21,1^064 






-iU.4mports, 1 


7442 dol 


lars. 
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(No. 8.) — Retukn of 

cleared at the Port 
1881. 



all British and Foreign Shipping entered and 
of Kanagawa during the Year ended December 31^ 





Entered. 


ClesTed. 


KationaUtj. 


Number. 


Gross 
Tonnage. 


Number. 


Gross 
Tonnage. 


British— 

Genecal.. 

Mail-steamers •• 
American — 

General.. .. •• •• 

French- 
General.. .. . •« 
Mail-steamers •• •• •• 

Gernnsi ■ 

General • .. .. •• 

Danish- 
General*. 

Dutch — 

General*. .. •• 

Russian- 
General.. 


118 
54 

84 
18 

27 
30 


174,297 
130,185 

30,869 
91,433 

1,724 
40,590 

ll>ft63 

1,376 

.263 

284 


125 
54 

26 
18 

3 
26 

28 

3 

• • 
4 


183,586 
130,185 

25,938 
91,43a 

1,418 
88,855 

10,747 

1,376 

284 


Tiital 


293 


482,084 


287 


483,822 



All tonnages quoted in the above Return are gross. 

It has hiSkerto, howerer, been the practice to return only the net tonnage of 
British Tssssls in the General. Anaual Shif^nng -Return, while the tonnage of all other 
funHgtk TesseU -has been *retnzned in gross. It will be seen that this conveyed an 
inaccurate idea not oqly of the total aannal ibreign tonnage at this port, but also of the 
rdatire inqiortance of firitbh shipping. 



The net Uaamge of British shnps 


for the ftcr. 1881 was :— 




• • 

• • 


'Entered. 


ClearM. 


General 

Mall-steamers. 


126,679 
•81,«77 ' 


132,7r2 
.«i;477 ' 


Total.. 


208,056 


214,249 



The gross tonnage of British fehips, as shown above. 





• • 
•• 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 


Entered. 


Gls^d. 


General 
Mail.ileMnera. •• 


174,297 
.1S04M 


18MM 


Total.. 


304,482 


»3,771 
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(No. 4.) — Return of Treasure imported into, and exported from, 
the Port of Kanagawa during the Year 1881. 

Imported firom — 
England and other oonntriea • • 
Open ports in Japan • • •• 

Total imported •• •• 

Exported to— 
Enj^d and other countries • • 
Open ports in Japan • • • • 



Total exported • •« 

Total imported and exported 



Dollars. 

555,501 
2,806,972 



4,786,744 
1,227,396 



Dollars. 



9,362,473 



6,0)4,140 
9,376,613 



(No. 5.) — Return of Duties upon Exports and Imports, Shipping Dues, 
Storage Charges, and Miscellaneous Customs Fees collected at the 
Port of Kanagawa during the Year 1881. 

Dollars. 
Export dntiea •• •• •• ..^ •• 984,843 

Import duties •• 



Storage and wardionsing fees 
Clearance and entrance • • 
Miscellaneous •• •• 

Total 



1,473,582 
19,596 
26,986 
6^416 

2,511,423 



(No. 6.)— Return showing the numher of British Residents and Firms, 
and the Residents and Firms of each Foreign Nationality established 
at the Port of Kanagawa on the 81st December, 1881. 





Nationalitj 


I 




No.c^ 
Residents. 


No. of 
firms. 


British 


• • 


• • 


• • 


594 


54 


Austro-Hungarian 


• • 


• • 


6 




BelgUn 


• • 


• • 


• • 


10 




• Chinese (exduslTe of those in foreign 






employ) 








2,245 


• • 


Danuh 








21 




Dutch.. 








46 




French 








164 


41 


German 








190 


22 


Hawaiian 








• « 


•« 


Italian 








16 




PemTian 








• • 


• » 


Portuguese 








36 


•• 


Russian 








72 


• • 


Spanish 








6 




Swedish and Norwegian 






28 . 


•• 


Swiss.. 


• • 






34 


11 


United Stat 


es .. 
>tal.. 


• • 


• • 


275 


33 


Tc 


3,743 


170 
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Appendix (C). 

Sulei mutually agreed upon by Whokaale Dealers m Silk. 

!• Owners of kuio, noshi, mawata, mayu^ degara mayu, kudzurui^ 
&c.) having made certain proposals to us for the future conduct of the sale 
of their goods, we have agreed upon the following rules : — 

2. When hiitot tnawata, mayUf degara mayut kudzurui, &o., are sent 
by owners in the producing districts to Yokohama, for sale to either 
Japanese or foreigners, they shall be forthwith conyeyed to the Rengo 
Kiito Niadzukarisho, and there stored. ^ 

3. When goods thus sent are received they shall be inspected in 
accordance with the rules of the establishment; and when required the 
bales shall be repacked so that each shall be uniform in quality. Any 
one of these bales may be kept on the premises of a wholesale dealer as a 
sample by which transactions may be settled. 

(Note. — Goods purchased by a dealer in the producing districts, or on 
the market at Yokohama, shall be subject likewise to this rule. No 
dealer, on any pretext^ shall evade the substance of this Article.) 

4. When a dealer concludes a sale by means of the sample bale in his 
possession, he shall immediately notify the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho of 
the transaction ; and the delivery of the bulk and payment therefor shall 
be made by and to the Company according to its rules. 

{Note, — Even a portion of a bale so sold shall be subject to this rule.) 

5. Goods consigned to a member, and stored with this Company, may 
be transferred only to another member, and the transaction shall be 
conducted in accordance with these Rules. 

{Note, — Persons who are not members of this Company will not be 
recognized, and any member to whom goods are consigned shall inform 
the owner of this rule.} 

6. All dealers are at liberty to effect sales by means of sample, but 
they shall not carry the sample to foreign houses or elsewhere for 
inspection. 

7. Advances upon goods stored with this Company shall not exceed 
80 per cent., and the term shall be thirty days. If the goods are not sold 
during this term, it may be extended by a new contract for another thirty 
days. If such new contract be not made, the goods shall be sold at the 
market-price then current, and the surplus shall be paid to the owner of 
the goods, who shall be also liable to make good any deficit. 

{Note. — Varying percentages of advances may cause natural dissatis- 
faction, and care niust be taken to preserve equality in this respect ; any 
member, however, is at liberty to accept a lower advance than 80 per 
cent.) 

8. When goods upon which advances have been made are sold, the 
proceeds of the sale shall be exchanged for kinsatsu on the same day, 
and after repayment of the advance, the balance shall be handed to the 
owner. 

{Note. — The owner may, on request, postpone the exchange of the 
proceeds of sale into kinsatsu for seven days ; but on the eighth day, even 
though the owner be absent, the exchange shall be made at the rate of 
that day. As the exchange of kinsatsu fluctuates daily, the owner of the 
goods shall consent to this condition as part of the conditions of the 
advance.) 

9. In event of fluctuation in exchange for kinsatsu during the 
period of storage to such an extent that the proceeds of sale of silk are 
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inBufficient to cover advances made, the owner of ailk shall make good the 
deficiency. Should he neglect or fail to do so, he shall be posted as a 
defaulter at the houses of each member, and no transactions shall be made 
with him henceforth, 

{Note, — Such defaulter shall be exdnded from transactions either 
through another member or as agent for others.) 

10. Commissions chargeable shall be :— (Not stated.) 

11. Sales may be contracted for to either Japanese or foreigners, but 
delivery shall not be made before payment is received, 

12. Fees customarily payable to Chinese or Japanese, and to watchmen 
of godowns, &c., shall be abolished. 

13. This Association will have no transactions with any person who 
purchases silk in the producing districts for sale to foreigners^ or with 
those who purchase from any person not a member of this Association. 

(Note. — This Article does not refer to goods sold to foreigners accord* 
iDg to the rules of this Company.) 

14. No silk will be received from those persons who have taken even 
one bale to wholesale dealers who are not members of this Association. 

15. In support of our adherence to these Articles we have deposited 
1,000 yen each with the 2nd National Bank; and should any member 
violate one Article of these Rules, the whole or a portion of this deposit 
shall be forfeited, and his name may be removed from the Association by 
a general Resolution of the members. 

(iVb/0.— A share of the Rengo Kiito Niadsnkarisho may be deposited 
in lieu of money.) 

In witness of this mutual agreement each member affixes his hand and 
seal. 

Signatures : 

Hara Zbnzaburo, Kameya. 

MoGi Sob El, Nosawaya. 

Shibusawa Sa&utaro. 

MuMAKOSHi KioHBi, Mitsui Bussan Kwaisha. 

AsAFUKi Ybiji, Boyeki Shokwai. 

HiRAMUMA Sbnzo, Sekitsuya. 

Kawaooyb Gbntaro. 

Wakao Ikuzo. 

Nakazato Chubbi, Nozawaya. 

Tanaka Heihachi, Itoya. 

Uybhara Shiroyemon, Manager of Kotsuke Company* 

HoRiKosHi KiusABURo, Tomlya. 

Tabbi Yoshibbi, Kioya. 

Takahashi Manybmon, Fujisawaya. 

KaWAOITA KlUTARO. 

KoYAsu Shun, Fuso Shokwai. 
Takaki Saburo, Doshin Kwaisha. 
Suzuki Uyemon, Suzukiya. 
Hagihara Kbnjiro. 

NlISHIMA KiNBEI. 

Yamada KoMAklCHI. 

ishima yuzo. 

Ambnomiya Kbijirou 

Shibusawa Yosaburo. 

Wa TAN ABB FuKUSABURO, Sckitauya. 

Kasahara Mboumu, Maruya Company. 



[U46] V 

/Google 



Digitized by' 



m 



Exti-actfrom the " TSk^o Yokohama Mai Nichi Shimhm ''.C< Dmiy . 

(Translation.) 

In onr opinion/ dMrraasairSor tW reoeot . urtiiliUriiinMif tby .a^Marober of 
i tlwpiilfld i p a w a n a^f Ji, 4»fttim l yjilk fWtfehouaeat Yokohama «aadka^, owing 
to the insufferable naUifdof the had BniHf—i<af fiaaaifcnhnjen' hitherto. 
praMtting, the ailk predMcen «f the iMterior had mat wikt uoheard-of 
losses^ and that as damage was thus being mataned by ns In the inatttf of 
oar ^^raatost article of eapiMity.it waold be a noat praUeworthy aim for 
thaae iotewoatcd io»eatabiiah mtha fMBehoaiae, to hold in their owQ.fauida 
the caiitrai.oner thetnde^^OMl tbna do acway with the -corrupt praGticea of 
fooaigff fnerohattta. ^Wa, the>aiik prodnoera, jragarding this with adniration, 
earnestly awaited the commencement of opesadona. A£ter the opening, . 
hooraver«.of tjie-iceHtral <aijk (raanihouaa, foraign BDerchaata iiaapprowed of 
the caarae«dopted*.tii«jr doateadvto dealvvith the A8aoGiation»>aad>puhlithed- 
thia dociaioo tfiar jaad wide. liii conaeqnoHeetiof atotananta made by you 
(the .Caatnal.SUk Wanahousiag Canpany ), we thereupon took into aaoa- 
sSdowalion the actual rahrcumaaaoBOi .afiaatii^ the profit lorvoAhorwaee to the 
tvade^aod ivefituodt there wMava^difiSerance betoraen theistatoaraotafonneily 
made by you and your actual conduct in the Batten This dtfferenee 
oanoistod in. thia,.;that •altho<igh you propoaad it mb 3w>ur ahjectto-get into 
your own hands the control over the silk trade, to sweep away the ki therto 
eoLiatiog evil pnaoticaa of iaraignMacohastay and thtts okninifor ua a great 
profit, yet you blundered both in the time and method of commencing 
operations. 

Again, by not taking sufficieat caie^fivoign aerchaota lost faith in 
you; complications arose, trade was ohstmoted^.awi cooaeqaently we lost 
heavily. The reason why we now o aoa piai nxif a.dita«paBoy between the 
actual facta of the case aad ynar prafaaakMis, .and ere dierefore dis- 
satisfied, is that, when you eatihiblMid jwiiraaWlea, yoo iiorrowed as your 
capital from two or three bahko/^iBifiian or^aiore yen at a yearly interest 
of 6 per cent, out of which, at the coi M B Be ament, yoa. advanced monev 
to us at the rate of 18 per cent., and afterwarda^ascconplioations increased, 
at a reduced rate of 15 per -oaBt. If i this ha conparad with a capital 
borrowed at a yearly rate of 6 par(Oaiit.,iliie ipnofit ohtainad will be found 
to hed&O to 300 per cent. 

And who is it that recatfsaftlis? We arte foroad/to aay that it looks 
very much as if this Silk Warehoussogi OoaBpaiiy^iMd bean established for 
the mere purpose of htat after proit^ and this ]a» tfaea^ore, one of the 
reasons for our dissatisfaction with it. 

Again, since the establishment -of yasvaooiely^^e,. the' producers, have 
had to pay three separate* fees.. Theae^may boemamcmtod as follows : — 

One fee to the middleman, one at tfaeplaceof 4)ackiBg in the producing 
districts, and collected on account of the SiUr Guild, andjone, again to the 
Silk Guild in Yokohama. 

Although, on account of the p ra a a i it aonplieatioBB, ihase are not 
collected at present, yet as soon as the difficultiaa now cainting have ceased 
we ahall snrely be again called upon to paf tfioae ieee. It will thus be 
seen that the producers pay two fiBoaentiaely far the honefit of the Silk 
Guild ; this is the second cmnae of oar ^wsatifffatrtimi. 

Again, since the oneation of yamr Guikb conplieatioBaiwUi the foreign 
merchanta have become very serious, and at present there is no telling 
when trade may be resumed. Accordingly, the total amount of silk stored 
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up at this port is more than 14,000 bales^ wblch represent a moD^j value 
of 5fi00,000 dollais, and which, on account of the action of your estab- 
lishment, caiiDOti>e«old. Moreover, of ihist amount, seven-tenths is burdened 
with a 15 percent, interest^ while one- third of it represents the idle cafMtal 
of' the producers. On account of this great losses -ore sustained, and the 
<uipital is, moreover, taken from circulation ; this i& the third cause of our 
<li8sati8faction. 

Nevertheless, we looked with admiration en the pfunciple of your great 
scheme, viz^ to get into your own hands the control over the silk trade* 
and as we had also to contribnte towards this object, the losses above 
referred to may be deemed insignificant, and we Wfere restrained from 
pointing out your faults. But now the producers are again threatened 
with heavy losses, which consist in that, on the termination «tf the present 
difficulties, they will probably compete with each other in selling the 
14,000 odd bales of silk accumulated at this port. Should such an event 
come to pa8«, not only will the price of silk, which at present is valued at, 
say, 600 dollars per bale, be suddenly reduced by 30 or 40 dollars 
on account of this competitive sale when deaillng with foreign buyers, but 
it will also be apparent that a sudden fall of 14 or 15 per cent, in the 
price of silver' as compared with the present price must take plaoOb It is 
therefore evident that the producers cannot, owing to the amount of silk 
at present in Yokohoma, escape losses, which, in consequence of the 
attitude of foreign buyers, and fluctuations in exchange, will amount to 
nearly ],400,0()0 mr 1,500,000 yen. It appears, therefore, that the 
great scheme for which the Silk 6uild was established, viz., getthig the 
control over the trade into Abeir own hands and thus doiog away with the 
evil customs till now in force, .which was to have* resulted in ^reat profit to 
us, was, as we have shown, in reality the cause of great loases, aud did us 
incalculable iiacm. It is no exaggeration to say that you (the Silk Guild) 
raised your own capital at 6 per eent^ for which you Cook from us ao 
exorbitant rate of interest. 

if, however, it had been your plan to crush by force the, power of 
combined action on the part of the. foreign merchants, and thus gnin the . 
victory^ we should have, borne it even if we had had to suffer losses. But 
if we regard the present state of the Silk Guild it will appear that there 
was necessarily a limit to the capital with which it operated* aad we 
certainly think that there was no reason to hope for victory in so, prolonged 
a struggle with such serious complications. We do not know, howevec, 
whether y/iou intend to hold out at all cost, for, according to what you say, 
il would seem, firstly, that if, having at present a ^capital of more than 
1,000,000 yen, you continue operations, the united action of foreign iiier- 
xshants being broken they will sue for a settlement ; and,.8econdly, you appear 
to propose the export direct of all the silk at present in Yokohama without 
the intervention of local foreign merchants. But we 4o not believe you 
can do this. Our reason for thinking thus is, that although you haven 
capital of 1,000,000 yeq, yet there are stored in Yokohama more than 
10,000 bales of .silk, and wiien at the end of the vear there is a deaiand 
for money, we, the produeers, eould certainly not hoVd out» notwithstandiiig 
yova 1,000.000 yen. 

Again, although you you say that you will break the oombmati<|n 
df the foreign merchants, and get them to b^ for a reconciliatien* yet it 
we regard the fact that the latter are awace of the true situation o^ your 
Association, which is at present approachiqg to the perilous, it is tlear j^st 
they will gather renewed strength and await 5 our dissolution. 

Again, it would be by no means easy to export all the silk at present 
in Yokohama. The reason is that oar merchants ^re not versed in the 
[1446] V 2 
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ways of foreign markets, and not knowing these markets, they cannot 
appreciate tl)e true value of merchandize. Accordingly, we have no 
desire to call for your intervention in selling abroad all our silk at present 
in Yokohama. As to the question of the profit or loss on direct export to 
foreign markets, if fashionable or indispensable silks were chosen for 
export, or else if suitable quantities were shipped when there is a demand^ 
we have no doubl that profit would result. It is, however, apparent to 
every one that all the silk held by you in Yokohama could not be exported 
in the way you propose, although you say that on account of the present 
complications you propose to export direct, yet we think it is not too mnch 
to say that you would end by getting ns into your power. And therefore, 
we again emphatically repeat, (m- mature consideration of the present cir- 
cumstances of the case, that you cannot prevail over the foreign mer- 
chants. 

You will probably accuse ns unjustly that we, the producers, have 
foTigotten our duties to our country, saying that we are wanting in patience, 
or you may make other unjust statements concerning us. If your own 
conduct is, in your opinion, worthy of praise, we, the silk producers, beg 
that you will give a satisfactory reply to the four following points : — 

1. The reduction after the expiry of ten days to 6 per cent, of yearly 
interest on money at present advanced to us. 

2. The exchange into silver, at the bank rate of the day, of that part 
of the money borrowed by us in paper ; money in fixture borrowed on the 
security of silk from the silk districts to be paid in silver at the exchange 
of the day on which the silk arrives. 

3. The guaranteeing to us that those who cannot comply with the 
terms of the second Article will make good the loss caused by a depreciation 
of money or silk incurred by selling on another day. 

4. Loss on silk exported abroad to be borne by you (silk exported at 
the request of the producers, as likely to be in request at the place to 
which it is exported, is not included herein). 

If vou comply with these four points, we, the producers, will completely 
coincide with your views ; but, on the other hand, if you do not comply 
with them, we shall also be unable to consent to your proposals, as we 
have before informed you. 

Having noticed that you will be unable to carry out your plans, and 
knowing that in the future we shall sustain loss, we, in order not to fall into 
misfortune, have finally thrust aside your proposals* and, with the intention 
of getting into our own hands a suitable control over the trade, have made 
a new covenant, and will carry on business on our own account. We also 
think that when we do this there will be no reason for reproaching us with 
having broken our contract. 

We would wish it to be understood that our reason for having thus 
minutely argued this question is not a mere r^ret for the loss we have 
sustuned. We know that under the present circumstances you certainly 
cannot carnr out your original plans, and therefore not only would the 
producers (who remained with you) lose their capital, their business 
degenerate, and finally the great industries of the country decline, bu| 
nearly 10,000,000 yen would be withdrawn from circulation, and the 
finances of the entire country thrown into confusion. What mourning theie 
would then be I For these reasons we have urged you to concede the 
foregoing points, and we pray that you will take them into your favourable 
consideration, sending us a speedy answer as to whether or not yon 
consent to them« 
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Affbndtx (E). 

Circular to Japanese Tea Froducere. 

Aa regards the condition of tea, ita preparation hag, as yon are aware, 
greatly deteriorated throughout all the tea districts since the year 1874 
onwards. In consequence, when tea from the various districts was brought 
for sale to foreign aealers, they detected the inferiority of ita preparation, 
and would only purchase it at low prices ; and, in addition, difference from 
sample and undue preponderance of dust also afforded grounds for inces- 
sant complaints. The result was that, during the years 1875-78, prices 
fell to an unprecedented degree ; the losses sustained by the tea merchants 
were considerable ; and there was, of course, a marked falling^off in the 
income derived from this, our most important article of produce. This 
was also the case during 1879, for, although in the months of September- 
December of that year an unusual rise in prices took place, this was not a 
genuine rise in quality. From November 1880 to January 1881, and 
again from October 1881 down to the present date, the market-price of a 
picul of prepared tea has been the same as that of 16 kwamme (1 picul) 
weight of the raw leaves at the place of production — a truly deplorable 
state of affairs. Unless, therefore, the bad method of preparation hitherto 
in force be reformed, and the tea be restored to the excellent condition 
which was noticeable during the year 1868, the result must be that, when 
some three years more have elapsed, it will prove a matter of impossibility 
to find a market for Japan teas in any foreign country. 

Again, judging by advices received from Japanese who have visited 
New York, Chicago, Canada, Philadelphia, and San Erancisco, Japan teas 
have for the past eight years been very inferior in quality, and prices 
have consequently fallen very low. If, then, we continue to export such 
inferior goods for two or three years yet to come, it may well happen that 
no one abroad will appreciate the same. We would therefore advise that 
from this jear onward the young leaves should be at once plucked, without 
delaying until the *' 88th evening '* (the time usually prescribed for picking 
the tea), and also that the second and third pickings should take place 
before the leaves grow coarse ; thus an article of good quality only would 
be prepared and sent out [to Yokohama]. 

Durinff J 868-71 the price obtained for prepared tea was never less 
than 40 dollars per picul. For a whole year, in 1874-75, the average 
price did not exceed 25 dollars per picul. There have also been years 
showing averages in prices of 18 dollars and 19 dollars reopectively. 
When the above state of affairs shall have been reformed, and good 
methods of preparation adopted, then will prices also gradually rise, and 
the market value of the tea return to that prevailing during 1868. 



1868-72 
1873-74 
1875-77 
1878-81 



Average 
Yearly Export. 



Picnls. 
100,000 
150,000 
180,000 
220,000 



Average 

Price per 

PicoL 



Dollars. 
47 
33 
25 
20 



Average 

Amoant realized 

Yearly. 



Dollars. 
4,700,000 
4,950,000 
4,500,000 
4,500,000 



A comparison between the above amounts will, we think, show that, if 
the defective modes of preparation throughout the whole country ba 
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improved, and good methods be adopted in their place, the profits accruing 
to Japan will be doubled. We trust, therefore, that all classes will unite 
in urging the adoption of such methods both upon those who own tea 
plantations and also upon those who prepare the leaf. 

(Signed) Eehei. 

lasi. 

KUSHICHI. 

Branch EstalKshmerU of Chit^'o, 

'2nd Ward, Main Street, Yokohama^ 
March 1882. 



BritUh Shipping* 



Nepiofi i of &i9 Poi i \}f Ka mjnwm fhr ^ Year ended December 31, 

Yembss Entsbbd. 

Que hundred and seveot^rttivo .Teasttls, of 206,056 tons net measure- 
ment, entered this port during, the. yeaxj being an iocreaae of ten vessels 
aud^l,S96 tons upon the preceding year. 

A&4B 1880, the inci«aae was oaiised by the larger number of steamers 
visiting tl lis port, prinoipaUj from Great Britain. 

Tiie Returns for this year slwuw an increase of 30 per cent, in the 
numJber of. steamers, aod of nearly 25 per cent, in the amount of tonnage, 
aa compared with the previous year, Um figures for 1881 being 130, of 
l^liOl? tons, as against 100, of 136^550 tons, for 1880, or an increase of 
SO'ViAsels and 44»467 tons for the year 1881. 

In sailing-vessels^ however, tbero is a decrease of 20 vessels and 
12>87l tons. 

From Great Briiam, — Frfty-five vessels, of 69,898 tons, viz*, 
4d steanera, of 61,^18 tons, and lOsatHng-vessels^ of 8^685 tons (being 
about, oneothird of tlio total tonnage), entered at this port from Great 
Britain,. showing an increase of 6 vemls and 9,866 tons upon the previous 
yjaar ; ,tbe increase being all caused by. steamers,, us there was & decrease of 
2 vessels axid 1»107 tons in saiHng^vosselsy while st0amers3hAw.aAincrffaoe 
of 8 vesseb awd 10,973 tons* 

With the exeeptioa; of 2 sailing«vesselS| of l,83i2 tons,. which came 
from Wales with coals^ the whole of the vessels from Great Britain 
brought general cargoes to this port ; the greater number of them 
(41 steamers, of 56,582 tOM^ aod 6 satHng-vessds, of 5,040 tons) arrived 
from Loadon; while of the remainder, 4 steamers, of 4,731 tons, were 
from Glasgow, and 2 sailing- vessehi, of 1,713 ton3, from Middlesborough. 

From Hong Kong^ — ]^rty-«ix steamers, of 63,027 tons, entered from 
Hong Kong, of which mimber 26, of ^,949 tons, were steamers of the 
Peninsiilar and Oriental Steam-ship Company, and 14, of 27;62&tQos, of 
the OcfByMental and Oriemtal Line of Sieamers, all of them haiiug hiought 
general cargoes. Of the other 6 steamers, of ^449 tons, three brought 
"general cargoes, and the other 3 came in ballast, to load tea for New 
Yeili 

iitl88a«ln«««Mber of veaseiB eti«et«A tear I^ag C:oiig^imi»*4(V of 
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M,M6toM; the Returnsfoi iSSi, tberefaw, alw>w«ahMtaaie<>f 6 vi e mlii 
and 12,221 tons. 

Prmm Amtrmlim.'^^BXrmt. MuHnf^ifesseh^ «f %A^ tmn, witk osri^oes 
ol'eo»l, entered frma NewcetAk^ Nf^So«tk Wi^cn^ Ma^^ a») compared 
with the previous year, a decrease of one vessel, but an inoiMtc'fef 
4§l tons in carnrhiir capaeity. 

Frtm iht ifniied StaMt^^B&wti^aea vessds, of. 31,786 ions, enteted 
from the United Slates, 14, of 26,900 toaa, beini|r atMners of the Occi** 
dental and Orieittal liae of steanerft ftowt San FraBcieeoy wiib general 
oorgoes, and the other 3 Tes8el% of 4,886 tone, being sailiiiT-ireesels, witk 
cargoes of kerosise oil, two, of 3,257 tan, frean New York, and oae^ 
of 1,629 tons, from Philadelphia. 

Tl» above figures show an inercttse of 1 yeaael and d,90tl tons upon 
the previous year, there betng an increase of 2.8teamen and 4,156 tons, 
and a decrease of 1 sailing-vessel and 250 tons. 

From JSurope. — Eig^it resaela, of 6,562 tons, entered from Europe, 
being a deoceaae of S veesek 8ad.4^45 Ions «poD the year 18W. Of the 
aibo^e 6 vessels, ^ of S^iQ torn* were steaniert, and 5, of 3,336 tons, were 
sailinij^-vessels, all of which brought general cargoes from Antwerp. 

The decrease*- in vessels and tonnage from Antwerp wus in sailing* 
vessels only, as there was aa inoreaie ef 1 steamer and 942 tons* 

Prom Ckma.'^FoMrteeu veaseb^ of 7^552 tons, viz*, 4 steamers, of 
4^711 tens, and 10 sailing-vessels, of 2,841 tons, raify to this port from 
China. With the exception of one steaaaer of 1,558 tens, which came here 
in balhwt from Sbanghae, the whole of the above vessels entered from 
Takao, Formosa, with cargoes of sugar. 

The amount of tonnage^ as compared with 1880, shows a dtfleresee of 
ottly 265 tons in favour of 1861. 

From ./ttpaa.— Twenty vessels, of 21^440 tons, being an iueresse of 
7 vessels and 8,533 tons upon the previous year, entered from the other 
Treaty ports of Jcpan ; 17, of 20,512 tens, were steamers, aitd 3, of 
928 tons, sailing»-Tessels. Of the steamers^ 10, of 14,199 terns, arrived 
from Hi6go in ballast, or with a small portion of general carpfo on board; 
6, of 5,611 tons, from >kgasaki, with coal^ aad 1* of 702 tons, from 
Hakodate, with a cargo of seaweed; .em romtt to Shanghae. 

'i'he three sailing-vessels were from Nagasaki, with coal cargoea*. 

Frmn otfArr Porfo.— Only 1 veasd eotmd from. other ports, Mmely, 
the steamer ^Bengal,*' of 1,388 tons, whaebiacnved from Singapoio in 
beUasi, huring been oharteeed to load at tbia poit &r Mew York. 

V288BX.S GlEABXD. 

The total number of British vessek cleared fVomtbb pert during the 
yenr ended December 31 ; 1981, wae 179, of 914*249 tout, benig 182 
steamers, of 181,724' tens, and 47 saifing^-^Fefleelsi of 82,525 tews. 

The awonift of lomiage, sts complied wttb 1 980. shows 'ai^ iseveaie of 
42,577 tons; stesm tomagefavrvng ineraBted^by 43^641 tem» and' aa^ng 
tonnage having decreased by 1,064 tons. 

For Great Britam* — ^Fifteen steameea, of 21,584 tons, and 1 sailing* 
vessel, of 569 tons, cleared 'for D>ndon wilh general cargoes, the steamers 
i Mkig-imtr. I ■ mUu wt Tiaiewa o>lmr foelain> itptmrnnA Oum^SmmJ^p^ and 
th wae a iiy ve aefi tiH in y aittbe fme§M6§^ toiMMj^lelr her eam^ 

Ar* Bmgr Mummt Fgity^rt— iir% efi m,%m ^tam; mti 1 «^ili|^ 
veteel, of 884 tons, cleared for Hong Kong. 

afc-few40«sniri% m,M M04mum^mmm^Tkm'mmkir aai QmqUl 
MpComp^Jtfh alrMneriv aad U^ie£^SM9044iiar:b«Wiif t» tbi» 
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Occidental and Oriental Company's line of steamers. All of these steamers 
carried general cargoes. 

The sailing-yessel was the *^ Presto,*' which left this port in ballast* 

JFor Awtralia.'-^There were no departures for Australia during the 
yetf 1881. 

For United Siates.—Forij'Seven yessels, of 71,863 tons, being 88 
steamers* of 61,133 tons, and 9 sailing-vessels, of 10,280 tons, cleared for 
ports in the United States of America. 

Of the steamers, 14, of 27,628 tons, were Occidental and Oriental 
steamers, bound to San Francisco with general cargoes and a large number 
of Chinese emigrants. One other steamer, of 1,473 tons, also cleared for 
San Francisco with emigrants. 

The other 23 steamers, of 32,032 tons, cleared for New York with 
part general cargoes (principally tea), calling at other ports en route to 
complete loading. 

These numl^rs, on being compared with the Returns for the previous 
year, show an increase for the year now under review of 3 steamers and 
6,357 tons for San Francisco, and 11 steamers and 15,969 tons for New 
York. 

Of the 9 sailing-vessels, of 10,230 tons, 4 vessels, of 6,630 tons, 
cleared for San Francisco, 3, of 4.746 tons, being in ballast, and the other 
vessel, the '' Cilumum," of 1,884 tons, which left with part of original 
cargo from Hong Kong. Three vessels, of 2,404 tons, cleared for Port- 
land, Oregon, and 2 vessels, of 1,196 tons, for Puget Sound, in ballast* 

For Europe. — There were no departures for Europe during the year 
1881. 

For China, — Three vessels, of 1,140 tons, cleared for China ports, 
viz. ; — 1 steamer, of 702 tons, for Shanghae, with original cargo from. 
Hakodate; 1 sailing-vessel, of 219 tons, in ballast, for Takao, Formosa, 
and another of the same tonnage, in ballast, for Chefoo. 

For Japan. — Sixty-three vessels, of 59,395 tons, cleared for ports in 
Japan. Of these, 38, of 44,456 tons, were steamers, and 25, of 14,939 
tons, were sailing-vessels. 

Thirty steamers, of 38,335 tons, and 15 sailing-vessels, of 11,784 tons, 
cleared for Hi6go with part of original cargo from England and Antwerp 
on board. 

One steamer, of 91 tons, cleared for the same port in ballast, and the 
other 7 steamers, of 6,030 tons, cleared for Nagasaki in ballast. 

Of the other 10 sailing-vessels, of 3,155 tons, 5, of 1,731 tons, cleared 
for Nagasaki, 2 of them carrying a cargo of kerosine oil and the other 3 in 
ballast. 

Four vesseb, of 1,048 tons, cleared for Hi6go, 1 with a cargo of 
kerosine oil and the other 3 in ballast. 

The remaining 1 vessel, of 376 tons, cleared for Hakodate in ballast. 

For other Porte. — Nine sailing-vessels, of 5,965 tons, cleared for 
other pons, viz,: — 6, of 3,439 tons, for British Columbia; 2, of 2,225 
tons, for Iloilo ; and 1| of 301 tons, for Zebu ; all of them having left in 
ballast. 

Vessels Sold am> Bought, 

Two sailing-vessels have been sold at this port during the year 1881, 
viz. :— the •* E. M. Young,** of Melbourne, 345 tons, for 13,300 dollars, 
and the '< Otto,** of Hong Kong, 274 tons, for 7,420 dollars, the purchasers 
in both cases being Japanese. 

Two steamers were bought at this port by British merchants from the 
Japanese, viz. >— the " Takao-maru,** of 617 tons, and the * Ruri-maru,**^ 
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of 91 tons. The price paid for the fonner was 75,000 yen, equal to 
about 8,600/., at the then current rate of exchange* The price paid for 
the latter I have not been able to ascertain correctly. 
All tonnage quotations in this Return are net. 



Returit of British Shipping entered and cleared at the Port of Kanagawa 
during tne Year ended December 81, 1881. 



EimRSD. 





Steamers. 


Safling-Tessels. 


Total. 


No. 


Net 
Tonnage. 


No. 


Net 
Tonnage. 


No. 


Net 
Tonnage., 


Great Britain.. 
Hong Kong .. .. 
Australia . • . . 
United -States.. 
Europe • • . • 
China •• 
Japan .. 
Other ports .. 


45 
46 

• • 

14 

3 

4 

17 
1 


61,313 
63,027 

26,900 
3,216 
4,711 

20,512 
1,338 


10 

li 

3 
5 

10 
3 

• . 


8,585 

6,463 
4,886 
3.336 
2,841 
928 
• • 


55 
46 
11 

17 
8 

14 
20 

1 


69,898 
63,027 

6,463 
31,786 

6,552 

7,552 
21,440 

1,338 


Grand totals 


130 


181,017 


42 


27,039 


172 


208,056 



Total inwards • 
Purchased from Japanese 



172 vessels of 208,056 tons. 
2 „ 708 „ 



174 



208,764 



Clkaued. 



To- 


Steamers. 


Sailing-vessels. 


ToUl. 


No. 


Net 
Tonnage. 


No. 


Net 
Tonnage. 


No. 


Net 
Tonnage. 


Great Britain .. 

Hong Kong • • 

Australia 

United States •• 

Europe •• •• 

China 

Japan • • • • 

Other ports •• 


15 

40 

38 

• . 

1 

38 


21,584 
53,849 

6Y,133 

"702 
44,456 

• • 


1 
1 

'9 

• • 

2 
25 

9 


569 
384 

10,230 

"438 

14,939 

5,965 


16 
41 

47 

'3 

63 

9 


22,153 
54,233 

71,363 

V,140 

69.395 

5,965 


Grand totals 


132 


181,724 


47 


32,525 


179 


214,249 



Total outwards 
Sold to Japanese 



179 vessels of 214,249 tons. 
2 H 619 „ 



181 



214.868 
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NAGAffAKT. 
Eepori on the Trade of Nagasaki for the Year 1881. 



Acimg CoMul Hall to Sir H. Parke$. 

Sir, Nffpamki, June 20, 1 882. 

I HAVE the hoBeur to ferwArd to yon betewith the usual sutistical 
infbrmatioQ about the trade and sbippiog of ikis port for the past year, 
consisting of the following Tables :— 

1. Imports. 

2. Exports. 

3. Treasure imported and exported. 

4. Duties and Shipping Dues ooliected. 

5. Foreign Shipping entered and cleared. 

6. Japanese Shipping of Foreign Build entered and cleared. 

7. Foreign Residents and Firms. 

8. Imports from Corea. 

9. Exports to Corea. 

10. Shipping of Port of Kuehinotsu. 

Comparison of these Tables with those of the previous year shows that 
the total foreign trade of the port in 1881 was li»s by 192,2«30 dollars 
than in 1880, while the shipping was more by 51 ships, or 28,407 Iocs; 
that the drain of specie from the port, thai is to say» the balance of treasure 
exported to foreign countries over that imported from foreign countries in 
1881, was less by 109,277 dollars than ia 1880; that the revenue collected 
by the Customs, under the head of duties, import: and export, fell off by 
over 8,000 dollars, while the shipping dues collected inwreased by about 
half that sum ; that the Japanese shipping of foreign build entering and 
clearing at the port in 1881 was greater by 72,535 tons than that of the 
previous year ; that, with the exception c£ Chinese, the number of resident 
foreigners has slightly fallen off. 

The most general inference that would appear to follow, from a omn- 
parison of the Tables of the last twa years one with another, is that for 
ihe present the commercial activity of Nagasaki < as a port of trade is 
sbglitly on the wansy while its . importame asia port of shipping; is rapidly 
waaiBji* -^ Ills HfteTCfie'e' is cottBnBecl if 'Tn9*eo'BMNNPMO&- le^^awooeQ sroiu 
the last two years to the last four. 





Trade. 








1878. 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 


Imports • • • , 
Exports 


Dollars. 
M6ft,18g 
2,398,501 


Dollars. 
1,982,027 


Dollars. 
1,278,066 
2,297,591 


Dollars. * 
1,001,822 
2,381,605 


TotiafonicAtnde •• 


3,883,689 


3^656,679 


3,575,657 


3,383,427 
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Shippingu 




DSf 




1878. 


16f9. 


1080. 


1881. . 


Entand-^ 

Ships 
. Tone 


274 
182,477 


252 
159,108 


282 
I99,1T)9 


333 
222,516 



It is impossible to detormhie from the Custom-hoose Returns in what 
proportions the foreign, trade is distributed amongst the various nation* 
alities, but the same > difficulty does not exist in the case of sliipping. It 
will be observed that the British . tonnage in 1 881 shows an increase of 
40;^6 tons over that of the prtvfoiis jeav» wliile that of other nation- 
altties shows a decrease or 14,279 torn. The fklling)-K>ff has been mainlj 
in Russian shipping, that.of the United States and Germany remaining 
nearly stationary. It appaars front a comparison of the last five years 
that British shipping is steadily on the increase, the tonnage having 
doubled itself within that period. 





British SriippiNo. 








1877. 


1878. 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 


Ships • . • • 

Tons 


155 
92,217 


165 
114,823 


T61 
105,563 


216 
146,042 


280 
186,728 



The falling-ofif in Russian shipping is more apparent than real, for the 
large tonnage under that flag in 18^ was due to an exceptional cause, 
namely, the passage through this port, in the guise of merchantmen, of the 
cruizers of the Russian volunteer fleet, on their way to Vladivostock, at 
the time when the difficulty with China was pending and preparations were 
being made !n expectation of war. Tlie increase in British shipping is due 
in the mahi to the fact that the Ptoinsular and Oriental Company's 
steamers plying between Yokohama and Hong Kong now call regularly at 
this port for freight and the convenience of coaling. 

Passing from the shipping to the trade, and comparing^ the* value of the 
exports with that of the nnports, we find the former to be more than 
double that of the latter, being a larger- proportionate exeeas than that of 
any of the seven previous years. This great exeess of exports over 
imports, coupled with the diminished drain of treasure^ onght, acccMrding to 
the theory entertained so generally by Japanese joumaliets, to indicate a 
flourishing state of trade ; but it is needless (o-aay that the very reverse is 
the truth, last year's trade being the smallest the port has seen for the 
space of five years. 

As compared with the previous year, the exports of 1881 show an 
increase of 84,014 dollars, while the imports have diminished by 276,244 
dollars. The increase in the exports was in the item of rice, of which 
64,358 picnls, valued at 134,563 dollars, were sent abroad, being about 
twelve times the quantity and ten times the value of the export of the 
previous year. The bulk of this rice went to Australia, where it finds 
mcreasing favour, the Japanese grain being there correctly esteemed as^ 
about the best in the world. Of other staple exports, camphor, coal, and 
tobacco show an increase, while tea and wax show a slight, and dried fish 
a considerable, decrease on the figures of the year before. With one 
exception, all the staple exports of this port have fluctuated considerably 
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within recent years. The exception is caniphor> which shows a firm and 
progressive increase from 2,380 picals» worth 38,080 dollars, in 1877, to 
11,640 piculsy worth 206,073 dollars, in 1881, that is to say, a five-fold 
increase in quantity aTid value in the space of five years. 

By way of putting these facts in a synoptic form, I append a Compa- 
rative Table of the Export Trade :— 



Class of Goods. 


1877. 


1878. 


1879. 


1880. 


1831. 






Dollars. 


Dollars. 


Dollars. 


Dollars. 


Dollars. 


Tea 




169,415 


83,190 


114,8#7 


00,288 


82,126 


Copper 




1,565 


, , 


., 


« • 


.. 


Tobacco 




92,418 


53,242 


33,227 


71,912 


76,945 


Wax 




50,380 


24,604 


26,174 


29,432 


22,431 


Dried fish 




387,095 


299,646 


432,438 


456,889 


338,421 


Camphor 




38,080 


60,994 


90,483 


146.121 


206,073 


Coal 




708,939 


853,784 


749,966 


1,068,148 


1,094,205 


Rice 




290,746 


529,596 


169,626 


13,951 


134,563 


Wheat 




• • 


149,890 


13,488 


, , 


, , 


Mi8oeUane< 


311S •• 

export 


340,168 


343,555 


351,818 


420,850 


426,841 


Total 


2,078,806 


2,398,501 


1,982,027 


2,297,591 


2,381,605 



Turning now to imports, with their decrease of over a quarter of a 
million dollars from the previous year, we find the falling-off to be, in the 
main, proportionately distributed amongst the leading staples, only two out 
of the seven, namely, woollen manufactures and metals, exhibiting an 
increase. The bulk of the falling-off is under the heading of Eastern 
produce, such as sugar, raw cotton, oil-cake, peas and beans, &c., which 
for years past have constituted the largest item of the local imports. 
Miscellaneous imports of Western origin, with the exception of kerosine, 
have remained steady. These two items, Eastern produce and kerosine, 
may safely be selected as the standards by which to test the activity or 
dulness of native speculative enterprise at this port. In 1881 the trade in 
both shrank to less than two-thirds of its dimensions in the preceding 
year, llie cause of this retrogression is known to every one to be the 
state of the currency. In Nagasaki all trade bargains are made in native 
currency, not, as in Yokohama and Kob6, in Mexican dollars ; and how 
can commercial enterprise be expected to flourish when its medium is a 
depreciated paper currency, which, last year, has been known io fluctuate 
to the extent of more than 4 per cent, in the course of a single day ) The 
falling-off in another important head of imports, cotton manufactures, is 
due, in part at least, to a difierent cause, which will be noted under the 
heading of trade with Corea. 

I append a Comparative Table of Imports for the last ^ire years, similar 
to that above given for the exports. 
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Class of Goods. 


1877. 


1878. 


1879. 


1880. 


188U 




Dollars. 


Dollars. 


Dollars. . 


Dollars. 


Dollars. 


Cotton maniifiMJtares . . 


236,354 


306,813 


516,783 


161,255 


81,979 


WooUea „ 


72,857 


39,778 


27,413 


25,986 


37,669 


Cotton and woollen 












mixtures •• 


24,295 


21,049 


27,728 


17.817 


10,386 


Arms and ammunition . 


35,703 


NU 


NU 


Nil 


NU 


Metals 


114,536 


80,234 


89,050 


132,777 


141,418 


Miscellaneous, Eastern . 


650,656 


554,486 


610,743 


572,083 


388,014 


Ditto, Western 


357,961 


431,025 


402,935 


368,148 


342,356 


Ditto, not specified •• 


65,807 


51,803 


• . 


•• 


•• 


Total import 


1,578,169 


1,485,188 


1,674,652 


1,278,066 


1,001,822 



Coal. — The coal trade of Nagasaki is still, as heretofore, in the main 
confined to the output of the Takashima mine. In 1881 the net output 
there was 226»107 tons, which, with 40,248 tons stock remaining from 
1880, gave a total of 266,350 tons available for sale. Somewhat more 
than half this quantity, or 157,550 tons, were sold in Nagasaki, and 
92,468 tons were exported to Hong Kong, Shanghae, and elsewhere by 
the colliery, leaving 1 6,332 tons remaining in stock. The mine is owned 
by the Mitsubishi Steam-ship Company, whose close relations with the 
Government are sufficiently well known. The next most important coal- 
mine in the neighbourhood, that of MUke, is worked by the Mining Bureau 
of the Department of Public Works. The output of 1881 was 171,416 
tons, of which quantity barely 200 tons were brought to Nagasaki for sale. 
About half the total output was transported to Kuchinotsu, and thence 
exported to Shanghae for sale. Most of the remaining half was sold at 
the mine. 

Table No. 10 gives the cargo tonnage taken in vessels chartered by the 
Public Works Department for the export of the Miike coal direct from 
Kuchinotsu. It will be observed that 20,263 tons, out of a total of 
71,632 tons thus exported, were in British bottoms. 

Trade with Corea.^In his Trade Report for 1879 Mr. Consul 
Troup pointed out that in the absence of a system of drawbacks on foreign 
goods exported from Japan to Corea, the command of the market for 
imports would probably be lost to the Japanese ports and gained by 
Shanghae. Two years' experience have amply confirmed the correctness 
of this forecast; as the subjoined figures show. 
Exports to Corea from Nagasaki : — 

DoDan. 

1879 .. •. .. 309,730 

1880.. .. •• •• •• .. 136,607 

1881.. •• •• •• .. •• 126,900 

The principal staple of this trade is cotton manufactures, of which 
291,948 dollars' worth were exported in 1879, being seven-eighths of the 
total export trade of that year; in 1880 cotton exports amounted only to 
99,817 dollars, or less than three-fourths of the total value of exports; 
and in 1881 there was a still greater fall to 17,483 dollars, or less than 
one-seventh of the total. 

The import of cotton manufactures into Nagasaki from foreign 
countries in 1881 was less by about 80,000 dollars than in the previous 
vear. The export of the same manufactures, in the same year, from 
Nagasaki to Corea was less by the same amount. The casual connection 
between these two facts is obvious. Four thousand bales from Shanghae 
w^re transhipped at this port for Corea during the year. 
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The trade in imports into Nagasaki from Corea shows a considerabte 
increase on the Iwo previous years. 

DoHmv 

1879 »« *. *• •« .. 114,858 

1880 .. .. •• «. .. 127VS46 
loci •■• •• •• •• •• 223jO20 

Inthe two previous -years rice was the principal import, representing 
more than half the total trade, but last year it fell to about one-sixth of 
tketouli its place as the leading import b^ng taken by gold«dustyOf which 
30,783 monrai^, ^lue 5d»870 dollars* were imported/ 

I append a Comparative Table ef the Corean trade for the last three 
years. 

Exports from Nagasaki to Corea. 



Articles. 


1379. 


1880. 


1881. 




Dollars. 
eth9#8 

i^,9i8e 


Doilara. 

9t,817 

• 37,7W 


DdUan. 
17^33 
U9,408 


Total 


309,730 


137^7 


126,891 



Imports from Corea to Nagasaki. 




Articles. 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 




Dollars. 


Dollars. 


Dollars. 


Rice 


74,Oi0 


78,305 


40,327 


Bechc-de-mer 


13,386 


9,007 


27,216 


Beaas 


9«449 


6,055 


4,0» 


Hidea 


, , 


6,854 


83,4M 


Bones 


4,418 


3.303 


3,086 


Ginseng .. .. 


1,510 


2;727 


21,«2 


Gold.du8t . . 


• • 


• • 


5398IK) 


Miacdlaneoas 


11,546 


21«003 


51>9li7 


Total imports 


114.318 


127,254 


225,325 


Add exporta • . 


309,730 


137,607 


126,891 


Total trade .. 


484,038 


264|8*1 


852,216 



A Treaty of Friendship and Commerce was concluded in the end of 
last month between Corea, on the one hand, and the United /States of 
America, on the other. A similar Treaty between Corea cod Great 
Britain was signed on the 6th instant, and it is understood tbafthe other 
Western Powers will negoiiate Treaxies for themselTes in the coarse «f the 
present year. This opening of Corea .to the comsMvce of the -worid will 
of oo«ne materially affeet ita trade ^with Japan. 

I have^ &€• 
(Signed) J. C. HAUU Aeih^ Qmml 
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(No. 1.)— Return of the Import Trade of NagasariTor iTie Tear 
ended December 31» 1881. 

From FomBioN Countrtbs. 



Article. 



Ootton mannfecdires — 

(Total value. 81,979 dol. 48 '6 c.) 
Shirtings, grey 

„ white 

„ dyed 
Oetton drills .. 
Lawns 
T-cloths 
Cotton velvets 

,, satins . . 
^nted cotton and chintx 
Tnrircy reds 

Ganva» and cotton dock . 
Cotton yarn .. 
„ goods not specified 

Total , , , , 

Woollen manufaotuvee — 

(Total value, 37,668 dol. 84 3 c.) 
Woolen doth.. 
Long ells •• 
Flannel , , 

Lastings 

Moasseline de laine 
Spankh stripes 
Serges 

Eoglisfa camlets 
Woollen goodt not specified 

Total 

Mixed cotton and woollen manufactures — 
(Total vahie, 10,386 dolUrt.) 
Orleans 

Italiandoth .. 
WooMen and cottsPy not spe ctt e d . 

Total 

M6t«a»-. 

(Total value, 141,41» dol. 38 c.) 
Hon^imanufactured 
„ Poofing .. 

-*» pig 

„ old and scrap 



Quantity. 



Yaids 



Yards 



„ pipes . . 

ty naUs 
Spelter and zinc 
Steel 

liSkUow metal .. 
Xbi jmd tin pUite 

d. P% 

sheet •• 

pipe •• 

TttA •• 

'wfcite .. 



Yards 



Kculs 



Piculs 



FIculs 



PIcols 



Value. 



Dol. c. 



299,774 


13,722 50 


126,395 


7,902 40 


6,520 


423 00 


58,800 


3,292 55 


112,524 


5,873 08 '6 


53,688 


2,969 35 


48,475 


9.254 00 


2,753 


320 00 


5,424 


365 00 


379,118 


26.420 66 


44,271 


6.519 04 . 


20,289 


4,695 00 




222 70 




81,979 48-6 


1,022 


1,382 46 


6,240 


1,710 m 


13,236 


3,556 26 


79.028 


18,832 05 


62,961 


10,600 00 


540 


557 10 


407 


268 40 


2,364 


530 00 


1,456 


232 68-3 




37,668 84 3 


54,490 


8,286 "OO 


10,104 


2, UK) 00 

• • 




10,386 00 


29,339 


81,966 76 


173 


1,200 00 


6,179 


8,001 66 


2,541 


5,149 80 


47 


377 00 




8,007 90 




3,605 48 


105 


755 76 


812 


5,373 28 


807 


1,719 98 


923 


17,232 29 




261 00 


454 


2,185 00 


107 


572 86 




212 40 


189 


M50 46 




225 51 
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Article. 


Quantity. 


Value. 








Dol. c. 


Bra88 and brassware . . • • 


. • 




1,805 32 


Copper and copperware . • • • • . 


•• 




1,513 91 


Total 


141,418 38 






(Total yalue, 388,013 dol. 75 c.) 








Anchors and cables • • 




• * 




2,326 16 






Doxen. 


117 


104 32 


Blankets 




Piculs 


13 


605 54 


Brushes •• •• • 




Number 


173 


128 48 


Books 




• • 




662 60 


Candles 




Packets 


73 


1,539 40 


Carpet 




• • 




484 76 


„ tapestry 




• « 




510 60 


,, Chinese 




Number 


500 


84 00 


Cement •• .. • 




Piculs 


345 


371 00 


Clocks .. .. . 




Number 


92 


327 40 


CloUiings 




«« 




1,736 15 


Coffee .. ... 




Piculs 


47 


875 80 


Confectionerj • . 




Dozen 


110 


195 40 


Cordages .. •• • 




Piculs 


402 


5,343 07 


Coal 




Tons 


3,831 


37,100 00 


Drugs- 










Camphor, refined 




Piculs 


3 


2,020 00 


Dragon's blood 




«* 


2 


30 00 


Ginseng 




n 


6 


490 00 


liquorice 






3,475 


6,689 00 


Putchuck 






20 


198 00 


Rhubarb •• •. • 






134 


1,810 00 


Saffron •• •. 






1 


1,095 30 


Drugs, not specified 






2,689 


13,929 76 


Dye-stuffs •• •• 




99 


8 


284 60 


Furs., *• •• 




Number 


71 


140 00 


Flour •• •« » 




. Piculs 


2,493 


8,211 52 


Glass, window.. •• 




Cases 


319 


927 32 


,, looking, and ware • 




• « 




1,431 12 


Furniture .. .. • 




• • 




1,250 44 


Gold ware 




• • 




285 00 


Gypsum ., 




. Piculs 


889 


670 00 


Handkerchiefs 




» Number 


10,655 


515 77 


Hemp •• •• • 




Piculs 


1,029 


5,902 50 


„ yam •• .^ • 




$t 


41 


2,616 80 


Hoofs 




>» 


66 


209 00 


Horns, rhinoceros •• « 




n 


1 


1,147 00 


Implements and tools . • 




• • 




339 66 


India-rubber ware • • 




• • 




2,817 24 


Instruments, scientific . . • 




• • 




1,457 28 


,j musical .. • 




• • 




1,173 56 


„ surgical .• 




,, 




16 00 


Lamps, and parts of • • 




. . 




3,241-50 


Leather .... 




Piculs 


69 


2,002 56 


Linen 




Yards 


1,021 


284 44 


Machinery .. 




, ,, 




18,125 82 


Medicine 




» .« 




1,758 38 


Milk, butter, and dieese. • 




«• 




7,822 20 


Nickels 




. Piculs 


12 


704 98 


Porter and beer •• • 




1 • • 




12,060 16 


Oil, bean 




. Piculs 


1,271 


7,732 80 


„ castor •• .. • 




»* 


95 


794 40 


„ kerosine .. •• • 


•. • 


Gallff. 


605,360 


75.427 98 


f, not specified •• • 




• «* 




1.665 72 


Paint oil •• 


• «4 


Piculs 


728 


5,949 55 
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Article. 


Quantity. 


Value 


Miscellaneons, Western (eontmned)-^ 






Dol. c. 


Pamts and painters' colours • • 


• • 




344 48 


Paper •« .. •• • 


• • 




1,999 76 


Plepper 


PiculB 


78 


844 00 


Perfumery (principally etu de Cologne) 


• • 




1,118 98 


Porcelain and earthenware 


• • 




1,398 82 


Provisions •• •• •• •• 


• • 




11,022 02 


Quinine •• •• •« •* 


Piculs 


6 


540 33 


Rifles 


Number 


4 


140 00 


Scales and balances . • 


• • 




234 60 


Seeds .. •• •• •• 


,, 




11,367 60 


Shoes and boots •• •• •• 


Pairs 


1,167 


1,187 80 


Silver plate •• 


• • 




409 60 


Smak and cobalt 


PicuU 


38 


12,749 08 


Soap, bar • « • • • • • • 


** 


809 


1,485 81 ' 


f, toilet .. •• •• 


• • 




396 16 


tiilk manufactures • • 


Pieces 


2,164 


5,119 56 


„ satins • • • • • • • ' 


ft 


813 


12,171 40 


„ crapes .. 
Stationery • • • • • • 

Sugar, loaf .. 


PicuU 


78 
322 


933 00 
1,422 56 
3,778 32 


Thread and cotton . • • • 


« • 




470 62 


Tobacco and cigars 


• • 




5,274 85 


Wines and spirits 


• • 




26,419 56 


Miscellaneous . . . . • . 


• • 

• • 




41,252 19 


Total .. .. •• •• 


388,013 75 


Miscellaneous, Eastern— 




(Total value, 342,355 dol. 74 c.) 
Alum .. •• •• •* 


Picula 


415 


700 00 


Cotton, raw . . . . • • • • 


w 


2,895 


43,935 00 


Cloves and mother cloves . . " 


» 


12 


415 00 


Gunny bags •• •• •• • 

Jlshing lines .. .. •• • 

Matting for packing .. 
Musk 


Number 
. Piculs 


26,450 
26 


2,297 60 
11,710 00 


Number 
. Piculs 


62 
39 


445 51 
3,442 00 


Oil, ground-nut •• •• • 
. cake •• •• ** *^ 


> 9f 
9> 


661 
21,014 


4,063 40 
25,248 88 


Piper, Chinese 

Peas and beaas • • • • •* 


• • 

Piculs 


U,358 


3,520 00 
16,932 78 


Bice •• •• •• ** *' 


>» 


6,269 


15,496 07 


Safflower • • • • • • * * 


»» 


52 


3,997 00 


Sugar, brown .• .. •• •• 
„ candy .. 
,, white <• •• •• •• 


9» 


15,238 
1,881 


82,668 50 
17,309 00 


f> 


11,457 


90,111 10 


Rattans 

Tea, Chinese •• .. •• •• 

Tealead 

Timber and planks • • • • • • 

Tar and pitch • • • . • • • • 

Tortoise-shell •• •• •• •• 


• • 

Picub 


48 
42 
84 

119 
21 


372 00 
1,097 20 

524 00 
6,782 00 

213 00 
8,935 70 


Woods, red, sandal, and Japan • . 
Vermilion •• •• •• •• 


• • 


83 
25 


206 00 
1,935 00 


Total •• •• •• •• 


342,355 74 



[14461 
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Cotton jnannftettfres •• 
Woollen „ • • 

Woollen and cotton mixed 
Metab 

Miicell«neoa8, Western 
i» Eastern 

Total Talne 



Dol. >;• 
81,979 48 
87.66tf S4 

141,418 S8 
388.013 75 
342^355 74 

l,f)01i82« 19 



(No. 2.) — RaruRN of the Export Trade of Nagasaki for tbe Year endod 
December 81, 188K 

To FORBKON COUHTRISS. 



Article. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Tea— 










DoL c 


(Total TidiKw tt>126 dol. 


28 c) 








Tea ,. 


• • 


t • . . 


Picols 


4,244 


49^4 42 


„ baoeha 


• • 


• • • • 


** 


5,965 


19.850 00 


tj mut 


• • 

• • 


• • • • 


Piculs 


3,925 
9,224 


12,991 86 


TMal 


82,126 28 


Tobacco 


76,945 12 


Vegetable wax 


t • 


• • • • 


*» 


1.918 


22430 68 


Coal 


• • 


• • • • 


Tons 


285.022 


1,094,205 21 


Camphor 


• • 


• • •• 


Piculs 


11,642 


206,073 00 


Dried fish— 












(Total yalne, 388,420 dol. 49 c.) 








AwaU 


« . 


• • • • 


»* 


XJ88 


26,646 98 


Irieo 


.. 


• • • • 


>* 


1»038 


38,548 46 


Outde«9h.. 


• • 


• • •• 


»9 


12,509 


240,594 20 


Shell fish, dried 


• • 


• t 


>* 


L980 


19,576 50 


Kaibaahira 


• • 


•• • • 


j# 


34 


385 80 


Shiimjps, dried 


• • 

• « 

• • 


• • •• 

• • • . 


P9 

Piculs 


837 
64,358 


12,668 55 


Total 


338,420 49 


Rica 


134^3 30 


MisceUoneens— 












(Total value, 486,841 dol. 


39 c.) 








Awi^ shell 




*• • • 


>9 


4,544 


37,410 20 


Bees' wax .. 








PJ 


79 


3,069^0 


Bamboo 4rare 










, 


1,131 09 


Charcoal . • 








Piculs 


36,577 


19,653 68 


Clotyngs .. 








Number 


531 


1*026 40 


Cotton foods 












175 00 


'Br«gs •• 








Picals • 


6437 


8,469 48 


Ear^enware 










• 


6^89 00 


Furs 








Number 


2,012 


.2,520 60 


Flovr 








Piculs 


972 


2,257 LO 


GalHiats .. 








,> 


50 


500 40 


Oinseng ,. 








>« 


221 


6.844 9d 


Kaoten (" colle v^g^tale f ) 






»$ 


229 


2,816 25 


LOy bulbs.. 










, 


4,255 40 


Ichd 








TtCUlB 


«91 


2>065 70 . 


Lacquered ware 












5,205 00 


Mushrooms 








Piculs 


2,778 


79,045 70 


Matches .. 








Dozen 


141,000 


4,577 00 


Mineral products 








Piculs 


404 


883 80 


Peppermint oil 








99 


9 


950 50 


Potatoes • • 








»9 


1,909 


1,455 00 
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AitUe. 


Quaatitj. 


.^line. 


I4i8cel1aneoiit (ctmHmted)^ 








Dol. ID. 








• • 


16j«78'8e 


Pftper, Japnese .. 






, , 


41,794 26 


rfmxiuittk •• J, - 






•• 


27,451 09 


iSklriu'-fiM 




rPicnli 


733 


24,774 80 


SalplMv .. 




rt 


2,27« 


4,003 00 


S07 




$$ 


65 


2d0 80 


Seaweed .. ,, 




»» 


t,686 


8,104 IS 


•, oat 


«< t • • 


>» 


391 


1,192 20 


Tortoise-shell 






• • 


552 00 


Timber, planks, &c.,. 






, , 


96.141 68 


Wheat and barley , . 




iPfcals 


,«1B 


1,050 00 


MisceUaneoos ,. 


• • • 




• • 


13,812 00 


Total 


426,841 39 



EsCAnTUIiAllOK. 



Tea 
TbhaoM 

Vegetable wax 
Coal 

Camphor • • 
Rice •• 

Dried fiah •• 
HisceUaneons 



Total 



XloL c 

82,126 28 
t76,945 12 

22,430 68 
.M9iJ205^1 
206,073 00 
134,563 30 
888,420 49 
426,841 39 

2|381,605 47 



(T^'o. 3.) — Retuhn of the Treasure imported and exported at NagasaJci 
durix^ the Year •ended December 31, 1881. 



Imports from foreign countries 
Eji ports to foreign countries 



Dol. e, 
153,920 79 
276,429 «4 



(No. 4.)— Return of the Duties on Imports and Exports and Shipplijg 
Dues collected at Nagasaki during the Year ended December 31, 1981. 



Export dntias 
Import dtttifl0 
Shipping does 



Dol. e. 

63,555 89*9 
36,591 90-2 
14,321 15 



(No. 5.)— ftETtmw of Foreign Shipping entered and cleared at tbe iWt 
of Nagasaki duciog ibe Year ended December 31, 1881 . 





FUg. 


• 




Bntered. 


Cleared. 


















• 


Un««K«.. 


.lOBMgB... 


M»»>k«.> 


.IkHiaatfifc. 


** 




... 


American •• 


<•• 






13 


•«>m 


11 


9,358 


BriUrir .. 


■ • •' 






-280-' 


186,728 


-277 


i89;138 


Chinese • • 


• • 






,, 


• • 


1 


561 


DanUfa •• 


• • 






5«. 


3,B69 


5 


9,259 


French • • 


,, 






• • 


• • • 


• • 


• • 


Germaa 


• • 






24 


11.276 


fl9 


U.974 


Rnssian ••• 


• • 






9 


10,752 


10 


13,689 


SwediA .. 


• • 


• «, 




1 . 


223 


• 1 


223 


Norwegian . 


• • 


• . . 


I*"*' 


1 • 


275 


1 


275 


Total 


333 


222,646 


335 ' 


«24i477 



o 2 
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(No. 6.) — Return of the Number and Tonnage of Japanese Vessels of 
Forei^ Build entering and clearing at the Port of Nagasaki during the 
Year ended December dl» 1881. 



Nature of Serrioe. 


Entered. 


Cleared. 


on wBich Vessels were engaged. 


Number. 


Tonnage. 


Number. 


Tonnage. 


MHsubishi Steam-ship Company's mail- 
steamers plying lietween Yokohama, 
Kobe, Nagasaki, and Shanghae 

Mitsnbishi and other steamers plying 
between Nagasaki, Goto Islands, Tsn- 
ahima, and Corea; Osaka, K5be, 
Yokohama; Hiogo, Kagoshima, Ka- 
ratsuj Shimonoseki and Hakata 


116 
775 


204,128 
149,158 


112 
772 


202,292 
148,964 


Total .. 


891 


353,286 


884 


351,256 



(No 7.) — Return of Foreign Residents and Finns at Nagasaki on 
December 31, 1881. 









Resident!. 




Natioi 


laUty. 






Firms. 




Adults. 


Children. 




American .. • 






32 


9 


3 


Anstro-Hungarian • 






6 


1 


• • 


Belgian .. 


• * •• 




1 


. . 


• • 


British .. 






72 


26 


5 


Chfaiete •• • 






458 


UI \ 


30 
and stores 50 


Dttiish .. 






6 


• • 


1 


Dutch 






1 


• • 


1 


French .. • 






27 


• • 


1 


German •• • 






11 


5 


3 


Italian 






9 


3 


3 


Portuguese « 






4 


2 


• • 


N(nrwM[ian • • 






1 


• • 




Rusaiaa .. 


• •* 


•• 


11 


6 


• • • 


Total • 


639 


193 


47 
and stores 50 



(No. 8.)— Return of tbe Import. Trade of Nagasaki for the Year ended 
December 31» 188K 



From Cobba* 



Article. 


Quantity* 


Value. 








DoL c. 


Gold dust .. 




Momm^ 30,783 


53,870 25 


Gold bulUon 




180 


360 00 


Silyer bulHon 




8,140 


976.80 


Nickel .. 




Picult 4 


280 00 


Antfanony • 




v» 


6 00 


Whalebone 




• • 


30 00 


AwabishelU 




Picnls 109 


656 10 


Cuttlefish . 




8 


70 00 


Whales' meat 




13 


132 00 


Kantenguia 


.» •• • • 


512 


3,427 5t 
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Article. 




Quantity. 


Yaloe. 


Awabi, dried 






. Piculs 


26 


Dols. c 
478 80 


Sardines . . 

Iriko (bftche-de-mer) 






1,681 
1,088 


6.727 00 
27.216 50 


Sharks'-fins 

Rice 

Grain 






• • ** 


1,012 


3,543 40 






. Koku 


6,721 


40,327 33 






» 


905 


4,073 44 


Honey 






Piculs 


22 


133 50 


I>eer-homs (?) 






Pieces 


4,060 


60 50 


Sbell-fish, dried 
Frorisions .. 






Piculs 


273 


3,603 77 
371 64 


Liquorice ^?) 






Koku " 


8 


161 00 


Gall-nuts .. 






PicuU 


11 


142 80 


Medicine .. 






9» 


36 


609 60 


Dye stuffs .. 






99 


7 


1,967 83 


Ginseng . , 
Bulls'-bones 






99 
99 


51 
2,057 


21,622 56 
3,086 71 


Bulls'.skins 
OU-cake .. 






99 


1,462 
38 


23,404 64 
57 00 


Linen goods 






Pieces 


294 


1,113 00 


Silk, raw .. 






Piculs 


34 


6,984 10 


Cotton, raw 






99 


28 


828 50 


Skins 




• • •• 


Pieces 


5,067 


976 70 


Piece-goods 




• • •• 


t9 


4,625 


7,117 50 


Pongee 
Timber •• 




• • •• 

• • •• 


• > 

• • 


4,266 


5,175 75 
80 00 


Hair 




• • •• 


• • 




510 00 


s?^„ •• 




• • •• 


Number 


16,030 


92 80 






• • • • 


Packages 

•• 


130 


5,050 20 


Total 


225,325 31 



(No. 9.)— Return of the Export Trade of Nagasaki for the Year ended 
December 81, 1681. 









To COBBA. 






Article. 


Quantity. 


Yslue. 


Cotton manufiEMStures — 










Dol. c. 


(Value 17,483 doL 15 


c.) 










Grey shirtings 


• • 


• • 


• • 


Pieces 


660 


1.518 00 


Lawns .. 


• • 


• • 


• • 


>• 


14,048 


11,238 40 


Cotton drills 


• • 


• • 


• • 


>f 


320 


800 00 


Turkey reds 
T-doth .. 


• • 


• • 


• • 


n 


1,123 


2,526 75 


•• 


• • 


• • 


ft 


250 


500 00 


Cotton goods 


• • 

• • 
woolkn— 


• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 


99 

• 1 


200 


900 00 


Totsl 


17,483 15 


Mixed cotton and 




Black Orleans 


• • 


!• 


• • 


Pieces 


131 


670 0« 








»• 


• • 


Pieces 


18,471 


38.443 00 


Chinese „ 




»• 


• • 


f> 


158 


1,110 00 


Japanese „ 


* 


P* 


• • 


«* 


480 


6,608 00 


„ sOk goods , 


>• 


• • 


ff 


1,285 


4,497 50 


Cotton yam 


«• 4 


• 


• • 


Piculs 


6 


886 00 


$9 »*W 


• • < 


• 


• • 


w 


14 


338 29 


Antiinwiy 


• 9 « 


• 


• t 


» 


80 


214 JH 
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Aftibfeff. 


Q«atty> 


Value. 


^ws^^mnon^ (tonHmted^ — 






Dol. c 


GHmny-bagt 


• • • 


. Nunber S,422 


2M i# 


OM copper add Mpper tlabs 


1 • • 


$57 W 


Ripe«8eed 


• • • 


. Ficula m^ 


fyilS-'GS 


I^qmorice . • 


*** J* 


. ,. 61 


999 12 


M^ratmBes •• 


• • • 


56 


• 1,080* «0 


Pepper .. ,. 


• • • • 


55 


6,2OT 99 


• • •« 


258 


3>2f0 29 


Phmsionf 


• » •< 


• • 


. 2,«90 711 


Confeetionerf • • 


• • • a 


• • 


35*99 


Vegetables 


• • •• 


• • 


331 88 


Foreign liqtiots . . 


• • • < 


• • ' ' 


• 9fBm 


Japanese liquors •• 


• • •« 


• • 


2;37« 75 


Stiar .. 


• • •• 


Plcnla 199 


1,699 22 


Kerofltee oil 


• • »« 


VkacB 1,000 


2;200 09 


Matehea . 


• • • 1 


Doien. 84,422 


2,994 77 


"Pkjpcr •• - •• 


• • • « 


• • 


4n'09 


T^baoeir . 


• • • I 


• • 


393 59 


Whidow-g!4i5 .. 


• • «« 


Pieces 997 


299-29 


Tfmber .. •• 


• • • • 


• • 


2;834 59 


Fbe^briclcs' i. 


• • at 


Pieces S3,622 


532 19 


Clocks •• 


• • ' • • 


Dozen 10 


590 44 


Pbroelain 


• • • • 


• • 


2,122 59 


lscqjBLtT-wtt& 


• • •< 


• • 


ess 29 


Coat .. 


• • • • 


Tbna 35 


157*59 


Ckndles.. 


• • • . 


Plculs 23 


299 9t 


UmbreUas 


• • • • 


Number 693 


29 J 09 


Flirnitare 


• * • • 


• • 


7,349 9$ 


Copper .. 


• • • • 


Plculs 18 


333 45 




tt^ •«• 


• • 


13,490 05 


Tkal ••. 


.108^37.93. 



RftoAPfTtmjkfHMr. 



Cotton manufactures • • 
Mixed cotton and wooITea 
MiMGllanlBous »• 

Total •• 



Dol. c. 
.. 17,483 15 
•• 670 00 

•«. 108,737 93 



126,891 08 



flk>3M trankhSff«4 at Nagaabki for Corea damig the Yearwded 
I>»cei9foer 31, 1681. 







Artiale. 






Quantftyt.* 




Gff^ Shirtings 


• • 




• • 


Bales 


3,047 




Lawnrf 


• • 




•« 


d€kmtm' 


7I*- 




CottoiidMIs 


i^* 






ft' 


95> 




Bkek ^Orleans 


• • 






,f 


74 




Turketreds 


• • 






„ 


3^ 




OattoUgnrim 


v*< 






ft" 


3* 




Ohinedepli|>er 


•• 






Bales 


3^ 




2bc 


•• 






Pieces 


299^^ 
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(No. 10.) — Rbturn of Merchant-Vessels yisiiing the Port of Kuclii- 
notsa during the Year ended December 31, 1881. 



^9f^- 



Japoiete 
Britith 
AmeriMB. 
GeraMn 



K6#* 



t6 
26 

3i 
8 



88 



(CoiJ.) 



47,896 

20,363 

2^087 

1,286 



71,632 
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GENERAL REPORT OF TIIE FOREIGN TRADE OF JAPAN FOR THE 

YEAR 1881. 



Sir H. Parke* to Earl GranviUe. 

My Lord, " Tokio, Jvhf 81, 1882. 

I HAVE the honour to forward a Sammary of the Foreign Trade of 
Japan for the year 1881, accompanied by the usual Synoptic^ Tables, to 
which I have added condensed Returns of the same trade for the past 
fifteen years, and a Return of Foreign Residents in Japan, which is 
obtainable only for the last eight years. 

In the concluding paragraphs of the Summair I have drawn attention 
to the stationary condition of the foreign trade of Japan, and have shown 
the causes to which I consider it is attributable. 

I have, &c 
(Signed) HARRY S. PARKES. 



Inclosore. 
Summary of the Foreign Trade of Japan for the Year 1881. 

The total value of the foreign trade of Japan during the year 1881, as 
shown by the Reports of Her Majesty's Consuls at the several open ports 
(with the exception of that of ifiigata*), was 61,859,349 dollars, made 
up of— 



Imports 
Exports 



Dollars. 

31,032,742 

30,326,607 



These figures show a decrease of 2,682,528 dollars on the foreign trade 
of 1880, the total value of which was 64,041,872 dollars, of which the 
imports amounted to 86,622,248 dollars and the exports to 27,419,629 
dollars. It will thus be seen that the fal1ing«off in the present year is 
entirely owing to a decrease in the value of imports, those for 1881 
amounting to 5,589,501 dollars less than those for 1880, while, on the 
other hand, the exports for 1881 exceed those for 1880 by 2,906,978 
dollars. 

The trade for 1881 was distributed as follows :— - 



Ports. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


TotaL 


Kanagawa • •• •• 
Hidgo and Osaka •• 

Nagasaki 

Hakodate 


Dollars. 

21,472,026 

8,430,622 

1,001,822 

128,272 


Dollars. 

21,154,644 

5,946,710 

2,381,605 

843,628 


Dollars. 
42,626,690 
14.377,332 

3,383,427 
971,900 



• The '^oc-Consulate at Nilgata baa been aboUabsd. 
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A comparison of these figures with those of the previous year will 
show that hoth the decrease in imports and increase in exports are common 
to all the ports, hut that hoth of them are largest in the case of Kana- 

Sawa, ^here the importo fall short of the values of 1880 hy 4,871»082 
ollars, while the exports exceed those values hy 2,576,751 dollars. The 
decrease in the total trade is common to all ports, with slight exception in 
favour of Hakodate, and is largest in the case of Kauagawa, where it 
amounts to 2,294,38) dollars. 

Imports. 

The decrease which has taken place in the total value of the imports is 
divided among all the principal articles as follows :— 









Decrease. 






Dollars. 




Cotton manufactures . • • 






922,521 




WooUen ditto 






867,587 




Mixed cotton and woollen ditto . 






643,849 




Metals •• •• 






111,468 




Arms and ammunition 






140,719 










2,249,684 




„ Bastem • . 






653,673 


» 



Cotton ManuJacturss.^The decrease under this lieading appears 
principally in the items yam, shirtings, velvets, lawns, and satins, whtle^ 
. on the other hand, Turkey reds, drills, and chintzes show an increase. 

The figures for these several articles for the two years are as 
follows ^— 





1880. 


1881. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 




Dollars. 


Dollars. 


Dollars. 


DoUars. 


Yam.. 


7,700,476 


7,263,776 


. • 


436J00 


Shirtings 


2,798,237 


2,258,500 


• • 


539,737 


Turkey reds •. 


357,401 


766,665 


409,264 


• • 


Chintzes 


392,522 


406,924 


14,402 


. • 


Velvets 


848,359 


630,670 


*• 


217,689 


Lawns • • 


306,412 


164,343 


• • 


142,069 


Satins . 


477,598 


416,458 


. • 


61,140 


Drills . 


81,188 


149,202 


68,014 


• • 
• 



Woollen Manufactures,^— The decrease in this class of goods is prin- 
cipally owing to the large falling- off in the import of mousseline de laine, 
hlankets, and cloth ; Spanish stripes also exhibit a slight decrease, while, 
on the other hand, the values of flannel, long ells, lastings, and woollen 
goods not specified are in excess of those for 1880, the figures in each case 
being as follows ^~ 
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tsmi 


< nci.^ 


1 iMmm 


ma^. 




IMlMi. 


Bollna 


, D«Um. 


Dolkis. 


Moii«S6Hiied«lakM 


3^478,056 


2,709,341 


• • 


768.715 


BlankeCft 


285,35r 


23i;i87 


•« 


&2,170r 


SpuiBn sttivKB ' • 


73Br 


0^104 


•• 


1,27T 


Vtenei 


n,m 


m,2ao 


sum^ 


^ 


Long ells 


21,031 


28,94r 


. ^SM 


• •- 


Cloth . 


188,114 


89,010 


• • 


99,104 


Lastings 


8%Uft 


121»434 


32,281 


• • 


Woolly goods not ipecl- 










fHd. »«. •• 


4i,<IM 


6MM 


nil» 


•• 



Cotion and Woollen MixtweM. — ^Lustres alone of the principal 
articles in thU das* exhibit an increase, all others, as will be seen by the 
followiag Tabl^y showing a large falling-off. 





1880. 


189i: 


Ihcreae. 


EfectMse. 




Dollars 


Dollars. 


IMbn. 


IMlan. 


Italian cU>A •• 


898,428 


531,828 


• • 


366,600 


Lnstrer •• 


18,884 


4i,6rr 


22,79a 


., 


OcUaoa •^ 


175 357 


145,67^ 


•♦- 


27,66S^ 


Taffachelas 


67,969 


• • 


• • 


67,969 


€attov sod. wocUtn aU^ 










tares motv^ieciMl. ., 


695^^69 


509^080 


»* 


186^ 



Jfktcds, — Iron, tin, and steel show a decrease, the two foraer t» a 
large a«d the^ latter ta a.s»all eitentj bnt seme iasffsass ia^observabl* m 
the import of lead, spelttr, and yellow metaL 

These are the principal items in this class, and their figures for the 
years. 1880 and IBBliare aa fiitiows: — 





1880. 


1881. 


Increase. 


Dscreaie. 




DoBirs. 


Dollars. 


Dollars. 


Dollars. 


Iron, indnding aannfiictnrea •• 


1,698;8W 


1,502,404 


, , 


196,457 


Lead, pig and sheet 


^4,210 


97,120 


32.910 


•• 


Spelter and zinc . • • • • 


91,853 


110,286 


18,433 


.. 




153,397 


. 97,314 


•■♦- 


5M83u 


Steel 


62,027 


59,764 


.. 


2,263 




78,OM 


9S(,»^ 


19,631 


•« 



Arnm and'Ammutdtimh^^Tim anike import ftnr. tke* pMl yeaattak 
plaooiat the part «f Kani%aw«^ttlie'P«inflipal kembciBg gni^iaftdiir ta-^ 
Talue of 29,534 dollars. 

Miscelianeou9 Foreign. — A majority of the principal articles included 
under this heading show a considerable decrease, the largest being that for 
kerosine oil, which is the most important article in the class. The value 
of the latter imported for 188<» fell short of that for the previous year by 
784,843 dollars, and in 1881 it further declined to the amount of 421,445 
dollars, the figures for the three years being :•— 



1879 
1880 
1881 



Dollars. 

2,185,223 

1,400,378 

978,938 
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Tft#i Mlowhif «rtick»- tlio' c ifi iti i t^ v greater or' Usr Aienase when 





1880^ 


IWU 


D..^. 




Dottm. 


JJoXkn. 


Donars. 


Books 


62.197 


43,252 


18,945 


Oockf 


2«4i265 


112,199 


132.066 


Dnigs •• •• •• 


361,666 


169,191 


192,475 


D[f**iWfc' 


3i7,«^ 


SSS^TM" 


nmn 


GkM* 


i^^m^ 


ld9iS»- 


6,60ft 


Inttnimeiits •• 


100,511 


86,339 


14vl3« 


LMopt 


138,351 


72,524 


65.827 


jBfluuuiery •• •• «• 


719,178 


482;927' 


236,251 


Medidnes »», 


609,037 


258,722 


350.315 


Pkper .. •• 


78,618 


68,164 


10,454 


Silk and cotton »iztaret 


394,418 


320,108 


74,310 




228.374 


77,693 


150v681 


Watches 


296.772 


186,184 


110,648 


Wine, beer^^nd spirits . 


407,933 


304,811 


UIM22 



A 8f%1il increase is obseryable m tlie case of tlie undermentioned 
imports ^*— 



Coal. 
Coral 
Proyisions 
Leather 



1880. 



Dollars. 
156,210 
126,743 
142,135, 
351,208 



1881. 



Dollars. 
256.623 
146,461 
157,295 
373411 



Increase. 



Dollars. 

100,413 
19,718 
1M60 
23«303 



Miicellan€9u$ Ecutem, — Notwithstanding tbe large decrease of 
653,673 dollars in the total value of this class of imports^ tbe principal 
item, sugar, 8h««fpe an increase in value of 174,030 WilwS j \m a dimiuu- 
tion in q^ntity. of 19,770 piculs, as compared with the importationa. of 
1880, the Returns for the past year being: — 





• • 


«• 

• • 

• • 

• • 


Qaantity. 


Value. 


SQga»» 
Bso«» »•. 
Whit* •• 
Candy .. 


Picnls. 

487,281 

172,050 

8,899 


Dollan. 
2,287,158 
1,420,485 
85,390 


Tolal 


668,230 


3,;9MSS 


As against, in 1880: — 




• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 


•• 

• • 

• • 

• • 


Quntitj* 


Vake. 


White .. 
Candj .. 


Hcolsw 

120,86» 
8,055 


Doirars. 
2,460,580 
l,MSj4»l 
94,970 


Total 


688,000 


3,619,001 



Digitized by 



Google 



86 



JAPAV. 



The import of pea« and beans and oil-cake, on tbe o^er hand, largely 
falls short of that during 1880. Peas and b^s exhibit a total value of 
73,225 dollars only, as against 286,337 dollars in 1880, and 495,750 
dollars in 1879. Oil-cake only appears in the Returns from Nagasaki, 
and to the amount of 25,249 dollars, whereas during 1880 it was imported 
to the extent of 233,061 dollars. 

Exports. 

The increase which has taken place in the value of the export trade of 
Japan for the year 1881, as compared with 1880, b distributed among the 
ports as follows : — 



Kanagawa .. 
Hidf^o and Osaka 
Nagasaki •• 
HaJkodate •• 



Increase. 



Dollars. 

2,576,761 

151,846 

84,014 

94,367 



And is owing to an increased export of the following goods i — 




Increase 




•8 compared with 




1880. 




DoUsrs. 


Rawsilk •• 


2,704,242 


Copper •• 


201,004 


Tobacco 


33,448 


Vegetable wax .. ..' 


62,180 


Camphor .. 


109,507 


Coal 


19,101 


Rice 


51,330 




1,131,635 



Silkworms* Eggs^ Tea, and Dried Fish exhibit a falling-off to the 
following extent :— • 



Silkworms' eggs 

Tea 

Dried fish • • 



Decrease 

as compared with 
1880. 



Dollars. 
679,881 
477,063 
248,525 



Mucellaneous Exports amount td the large total of 5,889,908 dollars* 
and exceed those of the previous year by 1,131,635 dollars. The goods 
faicluded under this heading are of a very varied nature, but the principal 
items and the comparative values exported during the two past yean are 
shown in the following Table :•— 
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1880. 


1881. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 




Dollars. 


Dollars. 


DoUars. 


Dollars, 


Bamjboo ware .. •• •< 


44,020 


80,227 


36,207 


,, 


Bronze ware . . . • • , 


58»820 


92,903 


34,083 


• • 


Cocoons 


107.439 


447,093 


339,654 


, , 


Eartlienware and porcelain 


489,067 


772,127 


283,060 


• • 


Fans •• 


292,207 


267,434 


,, 


24,773 


Isinglass 


292,338 


333,047 


40,709 


• • 


Lacquered ware . . . • . 


449,642 


625,382 


75,740 


.. 


Matches 


369,671 


249,758 


, , 


119,913 


Mushrooms 


340,690 


381,468 


40,778 


• • 


Paper . •• ,. 


100,882 


126,276 


25,394 


• • 


Seaweed 


696,748 


839,852 


143.104 


• • 


Sulphuric acid • • 


70,423 


111,391 


40,968 


• • 


Timber and planks 


111,566 


127,660 


16,094 


• • 


Umhrellas •• •• 


103,978 


101,195 


• • 


2,783 



Shipping. 

The Retarns of foreign sbippiDg sliow an increase both in the number 
of yessels and the tonnage for 1881> as compared with that of 1880. The 
increase is, moreover, substantially col^fined to Britishy which (including 
mail- steamers) numbered 683 vessels, with a tonnage of 528,101 tons, 
during 1881, against 498 vessels, with a tonnage of 419,519 tons, during 
1880, thus showing an increase of 189 vessels and 108,582 tons in British 
shipping. Danish, Dutch, and German tonnage shows a very slight 
increase, while American, Belgian, French, Russian, and Swedish and 
Norwegian has declined. 

The proportion of increase and decrease under the flag of each nation- 
ality is as follows : — 

Increase. 





• • 
crease 


• • 

• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 


Increase 
1880. 


British 

Danish •• 
Dutch • .. 
German •• 


Tons. 

108,582 
277 
166 
287 


Total in 


109,312 



Dborbasb. 







Decrease 






as compared with 






1880. 




Tons. 


American • • . . 




22,129 


Chinese •• .• 




1,316 


French • • • • 




516 


Russian •« •• 




14,384 


Swedish and Norwegian 




141 


Belgian 


• • •• 


2,250 


Total decrease 


40,735 
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iti ftdduaOti to tii6 foreign ' snipjniig 6Bici'0u. '9t too Tftnom open p0vto 
durng' tke year. ^2 foreif^n vessels, with a tonnage of 23,736 tons, yisited 
the non-opvoed-port of -Knehitiolen wo4tr Japanese charters, to load coal 
from a Goi^niinent mine. Of these, M vessels, with a tonnage of 20,363 
tens, were under the British fli^. It shonld be added, however, as hm 
been pointed mtii m.ihe Kafing^wa Tiade.- Report, that the above statement 
of tonnage ilots M«t accvra^y exhihtt'tbe t«)ative proportions of Britifth 
and oth«>r foreign shipping, «• the iwtAeiinage only is given in the caseaf 
British ships, whfle in those of ofter natioBalities the gross tonnage is 
returfied* 

The treasure Returns ^eoniiniic torshaw a balance against Japan, though 
one of. a less exieat than in ip«evio«f jwirs, the amount for the past year 
being 6.000.857 dollars, as *4igaioet 10,114,249 dollars in 18^0^ ^aad 
10,009,248 dollars in 1879. 

Census. 

The total number of European and American residents is returned as 
2,553, being li94 ki' excess aF those lor the prtvioas ye«r« TkU sncffase 
would probably have lieen larger -had there been any lieiiam <d the Preach 
rssideats mi the ports of Hidgo Msi.Osaka* or of tM fersigiMfs roBidiag.at 
Niigata and various pUnss is the interior )of Japan. 



In .addition to the usual Returns attached to the aMratl*8umasary of 
the Trade of Japan compiled in * this Legation, that for the past year is 
accompanied by the foUowiqg Tables r-^- 

1. Summary of the Imports and Exports for the^ast^fteettysars. 

2 and 8. Synoptic Tables of the Import and Export 'Trsde sf Japsn 
for the same period. 

4. Return of lhe"Britiaih and Foreign Shipping entered at the opwr 
ports in Japan daring the same period. 

5. Return of British and Foreign Residents in Japan during the past 
«ight years. 

The conclusion to be drawn from these Returns and from those now 
summarized is BSt satisfactory. 

The commereial capacity of the country depends of course upon its 
productive power, and that, measured by its foreign exports, falls below 
the expectations that have naturally been formed of a countiy so favour- 
ably situated as Jbpan. Taking the value of the foreign exports at 
30,000,000 dollars, the production of the country over and above its own 
wants averages about 86 cents, or say ?#. 6c?., per heiLd <s( the popalationr 
of 35,000,000. This denotes alosr state of national enterprise, and no 
material' auvancenent may i>e ' lookeoL for sc^ long 'as wiree grsat oDsiacies' 
to improvement fisntiaue to exist. 

These are theahssoofrof capital, the excessive deamess of transport in 
the interior, and the great fluctuations in the depreciated paper which 
forms the currency of the' land. The latter of course occasion fluctuations 
of corresponding violence in the prices of all commodities and of the neces* 
saries of life« they>nender all business transactions Hazardous and uncer- 
tain, they effectually impede the prosecution of all industries which require 
time for development, and they cause *honest but laborious trade to be for- 
saken for the attractions of gambling on the currency exchanges. The 
remarks on the want of capital alkd transport which appeared in the 
Summary of ForcigB .Trade for 1878 apply with equal £srce at the presen 
^te« 
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The employment of foreign ca[>ital continues to be forbidden -by law, 
tnd it costs as much to convey a ton of goods, 50 miles into the interior, on 
fhe badu of meo or paekohorses, as to send it from Japan to Europe. 
Blessed by its natural fomation of an ezteBStre ^oast-line, which leaves 
no part of the country distant more than 100 miles from the sea« ike carrying « 
needs of the country might be met to a g^eat extent by madne transport. 
But native shipping being limiled In amount, and mainly confined to two 
privU^ed Companies, is also abnormally costly, and the service of cheap 
foreign tonnage is fbibidden to the people. The latter are therefore 
unable to convey heavy produce fnom the interior to the Treaty ports, 
Scheie it would be readily bought by foreigners if obtainable at remunera- 
tive rates. And in regard to those lighter and more valuable commodities- 
which form the bulk of the foreign exports, namely, tea and silk, and in 
which, as Japan has to compete with China and India, she should allow 
her people the free use of all available facilities, it is to be regretted in the 
national interest that the Japanese producer should be burdened with 
restraints which prevent his dealing direct with the foreigner at the Treaty 
potrts, while \he latter is interdicted from dealing with the former in th£ 
producing districts, or even visiting them for commercial purposes. 

While this state of things continues, and the Japanese retain their 
present economical opi n i ons , which deprive trade of .^e freedom that is 
essential to its vitality and run it into the narrow groove of monopolists 
and guilds, the ^omnmerce of the coimtey mast' be expected to remain in a 
comparatively atattonaty condition. It is obvious that Japan eannot buy 
more goods than she can pay for, and tkat ^er power to puschase must be 
measured by her power to export, it is time, therefore, tkat British 
exporters should perceive that their shipments have for aome timo past 
been in excess of demand, and that Japan ean only consume a. limited 
amount of foreign imports, even when these are supplied at prices whicb 
leave no pro€t.to &e importer. 

The Returns of 1861 show« materia! decrease on those of the pra^ 
ceding year, which is common' to all artieles of import. Ab the Custom- 
bouse figures are a re^rd of importation and not of consumption, it is to 
lioped that this decrease, which is the consequence of the glut of the 

frewous year, may also signify greater caution on the part of shippers, 
n that case it would not be altogether unfortunate that the Returns of 
1^1 coaspape so am&vourably with those iof 1880, as the la^er did not 
denote ii rising' bnt a-nunotts trade. 

British Legation, TSkio, Jufy )882. 



(A.)-^0£irE^ia. SuKMABiY of the Foveign Trade of Jiipan for the 

Year J 881. 





1681. 


1860. 


F«rt. 


Imported. 


Exported. 


Total 


Imported. 


Exported. 


Total 


KatMunwA ... 
AdgoMidOaaln ... 
MMmaki ... ... 

; Hakodate 


Dollars. 

1,001,882 
128,273 


Dollars. 

21.154,684 

• 6.146,710 

2,$81,605 

843,628 


Dollars. 
42,626,610 
HS77.882 

8,383.4«7 
971,900 


DoUars. 

26.343408 

8,779,8«5 

1,278,066 

221-.704 


DoUars. 
18.677,918 

749,261 


Dollars. 
44.921.0«X 
14,674,229 

3,576,667 
970,966 


Total ... ... 


81,032,742 


30,126.607 


61,369,8*9 


a0,6Si^24S 


27.419.689 


64,041,872 



Impoita 
Expoits 



fbtftl hofoita sotExyorts 



Deertise ire 1881 
IncreBse iu 1881 

J)«(r«M64a-1881 



Dollaoi. 
.« 6.&69,»01 
.* 2,906,V78 

.» 2,682,f23 
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(C.) — CoM9ASATXyB Table of the Foreign Import and Export Trade of 
the T«nou» Treaty Ports during the Years 1880 and 1881. 



Fort. 


Year. 


Imports. 


£zport8. 


Total. 


^MoaiSmk.. 


ri880 
11881 

ri880 
11881 

• • 

ri880 
11881 

fl880 
11881 


Dollars. 
26,343,108 
21,472,026 


DoUars. 
18,577^U 
21,154,664 


Dollars. 
44,921,021 
42,626,690 




4.871,082 


2,576,761 


2,294,331 


HlOUe MM OtSflHI' IT r9- 


8,779,365 
8,430,622 


5,794,864 
5,946,710 


14,574,229 
14,377,337" 


DflOTMM .« 


a48,743 


151,846 


196,897 


Va«uaki.« 


1.278.066 
1,001,822 


2,29t.591 
2,381^605 


3,575,657- 
3,383,427 


Increase 
Decrease .. 


276,244 


84,014 

• • 


192,230 


Hakodate. 


221,704 
128,272 


749.261 
843,628 


970,965 
971.900 


Increase . •• 
Decrease . . 


93,432 


94,367 


935 
• • 



(B.)— CoMPABATiVB Table of the prir.eipal Articles of the Foreign 
Import Trade of Japan dnring the Years 1880 and 1881. 



Commodities. 


Year. 


Total Value 
of Imports. 


Cotton mana£M!tnre8 
Decrease • 


• • •• • > 

in manufacturer 

• • •-• ■ • 

• • •• ■ > 

• • •• • • 

• • •• t . 


ri880 
11S81 

ri880 

li88l 

ri880 
11>81 

fl880 
11881 

r 1880 
11881 


Dollars. 
13,433,808 
12,511,287 

922,521 


Woolen manufactures 


4,212,377 
3,344,790 


Decrease . 


867,587 


Mixed cotton and wcoll 


1.881,770 
1,237,921 


Decrease 


643,849 


Metals. 


2,153.892 
2,042,424 

> 


. 1 __ Decrease 


111,468 


Afms and ammunition 


191.378 
50,659 


Decrease 
L1446 


140,719 
H 
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Commodities. 


Year. 


Total Yalne 
of Imports. 




ri880 
11881 

• • 

fl880 
11881 

• < 


Dollars. 

9,348,064 

7,098,380 


DooroaM •• •« 


2,249,684 


Miscellaneous Eastern produce 
(Sogar, cotton, &o.) 


5,400,954 
4,747,281 


Decrease •• 


«53,673 



(£.) — CoMPABATiYS Table of the principal Articles of the Foreign 
Export Trade of Japan during the Years 1880 and 1881. 



Commodities. 


Year. 


Qoantity. 


Total Value 
of Biports. 


Raw silk (indndii 


ig floss and waste) . • 
t • •• • • 

• • • • • • 

• . * • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • • * * 

• • •• • • 

• • •• •• 
•• •• •• 

• • • • •• 
•• •• • • 

• • •• •• 

• • i •• 
•• •• •• 


f 1880 
11881 

• • 

ri880 
11881 

• • 

ri880 
11881 

ri880 
11881 

• • 

ri880 
11881 

ri880 
11881 

• • 

f 1880 
11881 

fl880 
1 1881 

• • 

fl880 
11881 

•• 


Piculs 30,134 
36,855 

• • 

Cards 530,452 
374,494 

Piculs 303,251 
288,260 

• • 

Piculs 23,970 
42,603 

• • 

Piculs 21,411 
23,635 

Piculs 14,221 
22,373 

Piculs 26,499 
36,838 

• • 

Tons 286,057 
287,388 

• • 

Piculs 76.762 
55,116 

• • 


Dollars. 
9,962,879 
12,667.121 


Increase 


2,704,242 


Silkworms' eggs 


991,021 
311,140 


Decrease 


679,881 


Tea 

Decrease 


7,497,922 
7,020,859 

477,063 


Copper 


508,842 
709,846 


Incresse 


201.004 


Tobacco .. 


204,168 
237,616 


Increase 


33,448 


Wax, Tegetable 


245,968 
308,148 


Increase 


62,180 


Camphor •• 


596,628 
706,135 


Increase 


109,507 


Coal 


1,085.337 
1,104,438 


Increasa 


19,101 


Dried fish •• 

Decrease 


1,358,186 
1,109,661 

248,525 
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Commodities. 


Year. 


Quantity. 


Total Value 
of Exports. 


R]C6 •« aa •• •• 


ri880 
11881 

• • 

ri880 
L1881 


Piculs 68,108 
106,560 

• • 

• • 


Dollars. ^ 
210,405 
261.735 


Increase • • . • 


51,330 


Miscellaneous .• 


4.758,273 
5.889,908 


Increase •• .. •• 


1,131,635 



(F.) — ^Retxtbk of Treasure imported from, and exported to, Foreign 
Countries during the Year 1881. 



PoH. 


Imported. 


Exported. 


Total. 


• 
Kanagawa . • 
Hidgo and Osaka 
Nagasaki 
Hakodate 


Dollars. 

555,501 
1,146,725 

153,920 


Dollars. 
4,786,744 
2,792,830 
276,429 


Dollars. 
5,342.245 
3,989,555 
430,349 


Total 


1,856,146 


7,856,003 


9,712,149 
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(I.)~SuMfiiABY of Imports and Exports for fifteen Years ending 
December 31, 1881. 



Yfar. 


Imports. 


Bxports. 


Total. 




DoUars. 


Dollars. 


Dollars. 


1867 .. 




15,952,388 


12,123,674 


28.076,062 


1868 .. 






15.000,371 


20,435,133 


35.435.504 


1869 • 






17,356,631 


11,475,645 


28,832,276 


1870 . 






31,120,641 


15,143,246 


46,263,887 


1871 . 






17,745,605 


19,184,805 


36.930,410 


1872 . 






26,188,441 


24,294,532 


50,482.973 


1873 . 






27,443,368 


20,660,994 


48,104,362 


1874 . 






24,226,629 


20,164,585 


44,391,214 


1875 . 






28,174,194 


17,917,845 


46,092,039 


1876 . 






23,969,004 


27,578,851 


51,547,855 


1877 . 






25,900,541 


22,866.708 


48,767.249 


1878 . 






33,334,392 


20.259,419 


59.593,811 


1879 . 






32,603,838 


27,372.976 


59,976,814 


1880 . 






36,622,243 


27,419,629 


64.041.872 


1881 . 






31,032.742 


30,326,607 


61.359,349 


Total .. 


386,671,028 


323,224,649 


709,895,677 


Ayerag 


B annual 1 


trade 


25,778,068 


21,548,310 


47,326,378 
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(rV.)- Retubn of British and Foreign Shipping entered at all Ports 
of Japan for fifteen Years. 



Year. 


British. 


Other Foreign 
Countries. 


Total. 
















Ships. 


Tons. 


Ships. 


Tons. 


Ships. 


Tons. 


1867 .. 


348 


139,006 


251 


159,154 


599 


298,160 


1868 .. 


496 


192,185 


461 


389,581 


957 


581,766 


1869 .. 


897 


410,105 


713 


659,293 


1,610 


1,069,398 


1870 .. 


661 


319,471 


902 


841,704 


1,563 


1,161.175 


1871 .. 


349 


166,929 


560 


734,241 


909 


901,170 


1872 .. 


382 


204,077 


520 


756,427 


902 


960,434 


1873 .. 


405 


234,459 


599 


804,948 


1,004 


1,039.407 


1874 .. 


367 


237,432 


532 


732,510 


899 


969,942 


1875 .. 


350 


252,146 


481 


699,377 


831 


951,523 


1876 .. 


356 


302,039 


345 


378,518 


701 


680,557 


1877 .. 


403 


315,518 


343 


308,459 < 


746 


623,977 


1878 .. 


487 


417,691 


351 


331,181 


838 


749,529 


1879 .. 


402 


341,029 


306 


300.851 


708 


641,880 


1880 .. 


493 


419,519 


241 


275,604 


784 


695,123 


1881 .. 


582 


528,101 


207 


235,599 


789 


763,700 



Note. — In the aboTe Retnm the British net tonnage is giTen, while in the case of other 
nationalities the figures represent the grosi tonnage. 



(V.) — Retubk of Foreign Residents and Firms at the open Ports of 
Japan for eight Years from 1874 to 1881. 







British. 


Other Foreign 
Countries. 


Chinese. 


Totel. 


Year. 


J 

1 


1 


i 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1874 .. 

1875 .. 

1876 .. 

1877 .. 

1878 .. 

1879 .. 

1880 .. 

1881 .. 




1,170 
1,282 
1,242 
1,156 
1,067 
1,035 
1,057 
1,127 


155 

109 

80 

83 

92 

90 

108 

109 


1,238 
1,301 
1,472 
1,336 
1,410 
1,363 
1,302 
1,426 


215 
148 
141 
149 
151 
141 
150 
159 


2,723 

2,V07 
3,028 
3,649 
3,584 
3,553 


95 

*53 
40 
89 

102 
78 


5,131 

• • 

4,599 
5,505 
6,047 
5.943 
6,106 


465 

285 
287 
320 
360 
346 
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Report by Her Majesh/^s Acting Consul at Hakodate on the Lacq^ier 
Industry of Japan. 



Tdkid, January 18, 1882. 

The following Report is intended chiefly as a description of the 
articles of yarious kinds illustrative of the lacquer industry of Japan, 
collected for the use of the Museum of Economic Botany at Kew« under 
instructions from Her Majesty's Char^6 d*A.fiaire8 at Tdki6. 

While preparing it, it was found that a number of Japanese terms had 
to be employed, which wiihout a somewhat detailed explanation would be 
unintelligible to any one not acquainted with the Japanese language and 
not familiar with the technicalities of the lacquer trade. A short descrip- 
tion of the various processes through .which lacquer passes, from the 
planting of the tree to the completion of the decoratidn in various styles, 
has therefore been given, but all historical and other details not specially 
called for have been omitted. 

I have considered it advisable to make each step a progressive one, 
detailing the various processes as nearly as possible in the order in which 
they follow each other in actual practice, together with the materials and 
implements employed. 

Thus, after describing the cultivation of the lacquer tree, a list of the 
tools used for tapping is given, followed by a description of the method 
pursued by the tappers, and so on. 

The headings under which the subject-matter divides itself are as 
follows :— 

1. Cultivation of the lacquer tree. 

2. Tools used in tapping. 

3. Mode of tapping and treating the tree. 

4. Various woods used in making lacquer ware. 

5. Various kinds of lacquer and mixtures used — 

(a.) For plain work. 

(6.) For lacquering vrith gold. 

6. Implements and materials used in the manufacture of plain lacquer. 

7. Mode of applying the lacquer in making—* 

(a.) Hon-fi (real basis). 

(A.J Kaia-ji (hard basis). 

(c.) Hnn-dan-ji (half-step basis). 

{d,) Manzo, so called after a lacquer worker of that name. 

(tf.) Ka^no^i (inferior basis). 

(/) Shibu-ji (Persimmon) — (juice basis). 

(g.) Sabi-sabi (double sabi). 

(h.) Kaki-awase (mixture), or Kuro'shunkei (black Shnnkei), 

from the name of its inventor, 
(t.) Aka-shunkei (red Shunkei). 
(y.) Kijiro (colour of the grain of wood). 
(Ap.) Red and coloured lacquers. 

B 2 
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8. To<il8 and materials used in the manufacture of gold lacquer* 

9. Mode of makin£f gold lacquer — 

(a.) Togi-dashi (bringing out by grinding). 
(6.) Hira-makiye (flat gold lacquer). 
(<i.) Taka-makiye (raised gold lacquer). 
(</.) Lacquering on metal. 

Accompanying these notes is a* short paper on the subject of lacquer, 
read at a meeting of the Asiatic Society of Japan on the 1 2th October. 
1880, which may prove of some interest, as containing a few historical 
and other details here left unmentfoned. 

The present investigations have shown that certain statements therein 
made must be modified, so that where the description of any process 
differs^— especially that relating to the tapping of the trees — the present 
paper must be ta!ken as the correct one. 

Great difficulty has been experienced m obtaining thoroughly reliable 
information, as not only are the artificers, for the most part, uneducated, 
b ut they are entirely ignorant of what takes place in any other depart- 
ment except that to which they have been brought up. A well-known and 
most intelligent manufacturer, Takei Td«uke, who has been over twenty 
years himself a worker in gold lacquer, and from whom great assistance 
has been derived in bringing together the present collection, was quite 
unaware of the mode of tapping and treating the trees, and had never even 
seen a out specimen of the wood until the pieces now forwarded were 
procured. He states that his head workman, a highly. skilled artisan over 
50 years of age, hardly knows the name of a single iCrticle that he uses. 
Having, however, communicated direct with the persons who conduct the 
several branches, it is hoped the following pages will contain no inaccu- 
racies. 

The Rhus vemicifern^ the well-known lacquer tree of Japan, is met 
with all ovt;r the main island, and also in smaller quantities in Kiushiu 
and Shikoku, but it is from T<)ki6 northwards that it principally flourishes, 
growing freely on mountains as well as in the plains, thus indicating that 
a moderate climate suits the tree better than a very warm one. Since 
early days the cultivation of the tree has been encouraged by the Govern- 
ment, and as the lacquer industry increased plantations were made in 
every province and district. The lacquer tree can be propagated by seed 
sown at the end of January or the beginning of February. The first year 
the seedlings reach a height of from 10 inches to I foot. The following 
spring the young trees are transplanted about 6 feet apart, and in ten 
years an average tree should be 10 feet high, the diameter of its trunk 
2|- to 3 inches, and its yield of lacquer sufficient to fill a S-ounce bottle. 

A more speedy method is, however, generally adopted. The roots of 
a vigorous young tree are taken, and pieces 6 inches long and the thick- 
ness of a finger are planted out in a slanting direction a few inches apart, 
I inch being left exposed above the ground. This takes place in the end 
of February and through March, according to the climate of the locality. 
These cuttings throw a strong shoot of from 18 to 20 inches 4he first year, 
and are likewise planted out the following spring. Under equally favoar- 
able circumstances these trees would in ten years be nearly 25 per cent* 
larger in girth, some 2 or 3 feet higher, and would yield nearly half as 
much more sap than the trees raised from seed. 

It has not hitherto lieen the custom to bestow any special care on tlie 
trees after planting them out, but in cases where leaf or other manure has 
been applied they are much finer* Of late years hill sides and waste 
grounds alone have been used for lacquer plantations, as, owing to the rise in 
the price of cereals and farm produce generally, it does not pay the farmers 
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to have their land cumbered with trees. Those that have been hitherto 
planted along the borders of the fields are bein^ rapidly used and uprooted, 
and, where practicable, mulberry trees are planted instead, with a view to 
rearing silkworms. Nevertheless, as a good workman is expected during 
the season to tap an average of 1,000 trees ten years old» and as the 
Province of Yechixen alone sends out about 1 ,500 *' tappers " yearly to 
the various lacquer districts, it will be neen that an immense productioa 
annually takes place, stimulated, doubtless, by the demand for cheap 
lacquered articles abroad. 

It should also be mentioned that to remedy the possible exhaustion of 
the supply, and in view of the ^reat rise which has taken plaoe in the 
price of lacquer, several Companies are being projected to plant waste 
lands with the trea A ten-year-old tree, which some five years ao^o only 
cost from 1 to 2 sen, now cpsts 10 sen, which, allowing even for the 
depreciation in the value of the paper currency, shows a rise of about 
50O per cent. 

The best transparent lacquer comes from the districts of Tsuearu, 
Nambu, Akita, and Aidzu. It is largely used by the workers of Kioto, 
Osaka, and the southern provinces, but though also used in T6kid is not so 
much appreciated there as the lacquer produced from the neighbourhood of 
Chichibu in the Province of Mus-ashi, from Nikko in Shimotsuke, and that 
produced in the Provinces of K5dxuke and Sagami, which hardens more 
rapidly, and is best for black lacquer. 

There are some districts the lacquer obtained from which is best for 
certain kinds of work, but is not so well adapted for others. The kind 
which is used for transparent iacquer is mixed in large tubs, to insure a 
uniform quality, and being allowed to stand for some time (say, a week or 
ten days)) the best poition, which is ordinarily 70 per cent, of the whole, 
is skimmed off. This is used for /Vashifi and Shu lacquer, while 
the remainder is used for making inferior mixtures, such as Johana, Sec, 
all described elsewhere. Almost all the various classes of lacquer are 
similarly dealt with to insure uniformity, as some qualities dry much 
quicker and are better than t)thers, and the slow-drying qualities would 
otherwise remain unsold. 

The whole country produces at present on an average from 30,000 to 
85,000 tubs per annum, each tub being of about four gallons capacity. 
Some 70 to 80 per cent, of this total amount is produced from T6ki6 
northward)!. Nearly one-half of the lacquer produced is sent to the 
Osaka market, where it is prepared as required and resiold all over the 
western and southern provinces, the remaining portion being used up 
locally and in T6ki6! 

llie usual age at which a tree is tapped is ten years, but in some few 
cases a tree is tapped when only three or four years old. The best 
lacquer for transparent varnish is obtained from trees from one to two 
hundred years old, as their sap has more body, and is more glutinous. 
The tools used in obtaining the lacquer are as follows ] — 

Kawa'^nuki (bark parer), a curved knife with which the workman 
smoothes alAnequalities of the bark before tapping the tr^. 

Yeda-gama (branch sickle), an instrument with a gouge on one &ide 
and a knife on the other, fitted with a piece of bamboo to give the hand i| 
good hold when tapping branches. 

Kaki-gama (scraping sickle), a similar instrument, wit}iout the piece of 
bamboo used for tapping trees generally. 

Yeguri (a gouge), used in autumn to scrape the bark smooth before 
giving the final cut with the Jcahi-gama, 

I^aUU'bera (summer spatula), used for scraping the sap out of the 
incisions into the receptacle named gO. 
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Hdehd (knife)* used for cutting the bark of branchet in obtaining 
fethime or bra nob lacquer. 

Seshime-bera (seshime spatula), used for collecting the sap which 
exudes from the incisions in the bark of the branches. 

Go, the bamboo or wooden pot, in which the sap it put af it it 
collected. 

GO'guri (pot gouge), a long straight knife for scraping the lacquer out 
of the pot into the tub. 

Te-bukuro (glove), worn by the tapper to protect his hand from 
contact with the sap. 

The first tapping takes place about the beginning of June. The 
ftAndard number of trees allotted to a tapper for the season is 1,000— 
^ presuming them to be about ten years old (the size of the small specimen^ 
about 800 of the sise of the large specimen, and so on, less and less 
according to the sise of the trees. Having cleared away the grass from 
the roo^s, the workman makes the round of his allotted trees, markiog 
each with «mall notches about half an inch long, llie first of these 
notches is made about six inches from the bottom of the tree on the right- 
hand side ; the next, one ** hand stretch " higher up on the left-hand side; the 
next, one ** hand stretch " higher on the right, and so on, alternately as far 
as the workman can reach. These preliminary markings, which are to deter« 
mine all the places for subftequent tappmg, take fully four days, being at 
the rate of 250 trees a-day. Tiie tapper dien goes round, provided with 
the bark scraper, the ordinary scraping sipkle, the summer spatula, 
and the pot to hold the lacquer, and first smoothing the bark where 
required gives one cut above and one cut below the two lower marks, and 
one cut above the remainder of the other marks, the cut being in each 
ease about an inch and a-half long. After giving the cut the instrument 
is reversed, and the knife is run along the incision to insure the bark 
being entirely cut through. This process is repeated every four days, 
each incision being made a little longer than the preceding one^ up to the 
fifth tapping, inclusive, after which the remaining incisions are made of 
the same length. At each round, when all the requisite incisions have 
been made on the tree, the workman gathers the sap which has exuded 
with the spatula, begrinning with the two lowest incisions, and so on to the 
uppermost cut. Twenty-five is considered the normal number of cuts, 
which, at the rate of one incision at each place every four days, occupy 
100 working days, and allowing for some twenty days of rain during which 
the sap cannot be drawn, the season is brought to a close ^y the end of 
September. If the workman has any large trees to tap, the whole of 
which he cannot reach when making his ordinary rounds, he taps all he 
can reach, and when his round is concluded he returns with a ladder, and 
mounting each tree taps the remainder of the trunk and the leading 
Ihnbs in the same manner as above described, previous to making a fresh 
round. 

When the full number of incisions has been given, the workman g^ves 
an extra long cut underneath all the initial notches on each tree to obtain 
the sap which has collected there, and another above the uppermost cut 
of each set. These incisions are called Ura-me (back marks). The 
workman also makes a number of cuts, each about a foot apart, in all the 
branches whose diameter exceeds one inch. This operation requires 
about sixteen days to get through the whole number of trees. The next 
operation is called Tom^ (the finish). This consists in a number of 
incisions completely encirclinff the tree wherever the workman perceives a 
likely place. The next process consists in cutting off all the branches : 
the larger ones are once more tapped after being cut off to extract any sap 
that may still remain in them, and the small branches which have not 
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jet been tapped are tied in bundles and steeped in water for about ten 
days. Wben taken ont and dried the bark is cut with a knife, and the 
sap which exudes is collected with the branch spatula» and is called 
Seshkne lacquer. This word seems to be derived from SehU the name 
of a machine, and shitneru (to press), from a practice which obtained 
in olden days of pressinsr the branches in such a machine to obtain the sap. 
It is also known as Yeda urtahi, or branch lacquer, which latter more 
explicit term is, for the rake of convenience, used throughout this Report* 

The sap obtained from the first five cuts above each notch Js poor, con- 
tainin^Tf as it does, a large proportion of water ; the middle' fifteen cuts 
produce the best sap, and the sap obtained from the last five incisions is 
poor, and lacks consistency. Again, the sap obtained from the Ura-me 
(back marks) and Tom^ (finif^hing) cuts is very good, and dries quickly. 

The sap from the first twenty-five cuts is mixed and sold together but 
the Urame and Tomi sap is almost always mixed and sold separately* 
The operations above described kills the tree in one season, but frequently 
the tree is made to last two years or more, by giving only half the number 
of incisions, and reserving the Ura^me and Tomi cuts for the final year. 
The sap obtained the second and following years is, however, of an inferior 
GualKy, and this method is only resorted to by private individuals, who tap 
their own trees during the intervals of farming. Ordinarily, a wholesale 
dealer in lacquer buys so many thousand trees from the owner, and, as a 
matter of course, extracts the sap with as little delay as possible, making a 
contract for the purpose with professional tappers. A first- rlite workman 
will reeeive over 100 yen (equal, at the present low rate of exchange, to 
nearly 1 3/. sterling) for the season, and can collect four and-a-half tabs 
(equivalent to eighteen gallonv), but the average receive .75 yen, and 
collect propoitionately less. The present price per tub of lacquer ranges 
from 90 to 100 yen. 

After the sap has been taken the Exhausted tree^ which remains the 
property of the seller, is cut down by him, and is used for firewood, for 
building purposes, or for making boxes. The roots of the young trees 
throw from three to five shoots the following spring, and these can be used 
in six or seven years. Of these five sprouts three are commonly much 
stronger than the other two. In such cases, the strong ones only are 
tapped and cut down, the weak«»r ones being allowed a year or two longer 
to grow, when, receiving the whole of the nutriment, they shoot up in one 
year as much as an ordinary tree would in three. After tapping and 
cutting down fresh shoots to the number of five are again allowed to 
sprout, and so on, the root not seeming to become exhausted by the pro- 
cess ; but when a very old tree is cut down the root will not give out new 
shoots. In the northern provinces very old and large trees are met with 
in considerable quantities. These were kept for the s.«)ke of their berriest 
from which the wax used for the Japanese candles were obtained. This 
was the more profitable use to which to put the tree, as a good tree, from 
80 to 100 years old, yielded yearly, on an average, equal to 6«., while the 
nrice of a ten-year-old tree to be used for extracting the sap was under 
\d. Previous to the Revolution of 1868 every tree reserved for making 
wax was officially registered, and the owner was not allowed . to mutilate 
It in any way. Even if a tree died, he had to get official permis- 
sion before removing the stump. The Shogun's Government and also 
the local magnates had large plantations of the lacquer tree reserved for 
ivax, but since the opening of the country to foreign trade, and the intro- 
duction from abroad of kerosene oil, the wax industry has greatly declined^ 
and there are now no restrictions on the free sale of the tree for tapping, 
and, consequently, all the fine old trees (which will sell for from 5 to 6 
yen each) are fast disappearing. 
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To show the relative value of the berries and the trees a fe# years 9^0 
the following may be cited :-~A wholesale lacquer merchant informed me 
that five or six years ago he went as usual to purchase trees in the district 
of Aidzu. and among others bought one tree for a yen (then equal to -l^.), 
the owner reserving the berries that might be got as his own property. 
He does not consider the bargain was a cheap one. but the owner realised 
the sum of 80 sen (equal to 3^. 2d.) from tha^ year's 3rield of the berries 
alone before cutting down the tree. 

It should, be mentioned that the above uescriptioo of the method pur- 
sued in tapping the lacqaer tree is that which is recognized as the proper 
one ; but, as even the specimens of the lacquer tree forwarded will show, 
the rule is not ri^ridly observed, the styie tfnd size of the tree» and the 
caprice of the workman, combining to cause variations in the number of 
incisions given in each series. 

Various Woods used in making' Lacquer Ware- 

The woods chosen for lacquering on are naturally selected according to 
the use to which the lacquered article is to be put For shelves, cabinets, 
and boxes of all kinds, the following are principally used, and are set down 
in the order of their excellence : — 

Hinoki {Chamacypnris obtusa), — This is by far the best wood for 
makinsT boxes, as it does not warp. 

Kiri (Paulownia imperialis). — A light wood, used for clothes boxes, 
which are only lacquered on the outside. It is also used for making tea- 
caddies, as the wood has no smell. 

Hono-ki (Magnolia ht/polema). — All' sword sheaths have hitherto 
been made of this wood. -^ 

Sawara (Chamoeei/paris pisifera), -^Tlusib a wood of a coarser grain 
than Hinoki {^Ch. obtusa), 

Hime-ko-matsu, — This wood is used for carved figures of men, 
animals, &c. It is not liable to split and crack. 

Tsuga (Abies tstiga), 

Hiba ( Thujopsis dolabrata). — Used for making cheap articles. 

Akamaisu (Pinus densiflora), 

Sugi (Oryptomeria jnponica) This wood is only used in making the 

cheapest and most inferior goods. 

The following woods are mostly used in the manufacture of such 
articles as are turned in a lathe, as bowls, rice cups, round trays, ^c. : 

Keyaki (Planerajaponica), the best being obtained from the Province 
of Hiuga. 

Shoji. 

Sakura (Prunus psendo-Cerasus). 

Katsura ( Cercidiphyllum japonieum^, 

TchO {Ginho biloba), 

I-go, — Grown in large quantities in the neighbourhood of Hakone. 
It is princi]$ally used in the manufacture of toys and cheap articles. 

Buna,^ — Principally used in the district of Aidzu for the same kind of 
utensils as Keyaki and Sakura, but being a brittle wood, it cannot be 
turned in a lathe to make such fine articles ; those made of this wood are 
coarser and heavier. For raised gold lacquering over the unvarnished 
suiface, the following hard ornamental woods are often used ^^ 

Shitan, 

Tagayasan. 

Karin (quince). 

Kuwa (mulberry). 

Keyaki (Planerajaponica), — Ornamental grain. 
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BBPORI ON LACQUER IMOUSTRT. 

Various Kindt of Lacquer and Miatures used. 



(a.) For Plain Work. 

Ki'urushi (crude lacquer) is the generic name by which all lacquer 
obtained from the trunks of live trees is known. It forms the basis of 
nearly all the yarious mixtures used in making lacquer ware. 

Seshime (branch lacquer). — This kind is obtained from the branches 
of the treei^, as described above ; but the yield is only about I per cent, in 
comparison with other lacquer. As. however, in working the proportion 
of nearly 90 per cent is required, the lacquer manufiicturers sell a mixture, 
which is stated to be a compound of true branch lacquer, the best crude 
lacquer, Ura-me and Tome lacquer, ywnoW (seaweed jelly), sweet potatoes 
grated fine, the whole colo ired, as may be necessary, with soot. The 
proportions in which these materials are used cannot be ascertained, and, 
indeed, each manufacturer uses his own special mixture, but the extraneous 
additions are believed not to injure the quality of the whole. 

True branch lacquer becomes extremely bard when once dry, but used 
alone will not dry under some twenty days, so that now, when time is an 
object, the pure sap in but little used. Previous to the Hevolution of 186S 
branch lacquer of a very superior quility, and which would dry quickly, 
was obtained by usin^r the young shoots which sprouted yearly from the roots 
afier the trees had been cut down. This kind was called Ki'sefhime 
(crude brinch lacquer), and was made under directions from the Govem- 
meut, who received it as t^xes ; but the practice has been discontinued of 
late. The price of pure branch lacquer is — owing to the difficulty in 
dryinjf— only 70 percent, of ordinary good lacquer. 

Ro-urushi (black lacquer). — This is made by adding to crude or branch 
lacquer about 5 per cent, of the tooth-dye used by women {Hitguro)^ a 
liquor formed by boiling iron filings in rice vinegar, and exposing it to 
the sun for several days, stirring the mixture frequently till it becomes a 
deep black. 

In preparing all lacquer — ^from the crude lacquer to the various mix- 
tures — the principal object is to get rid of the water that exudes from 
the tree with the sap. To effect this, it is exposed in broad flat wooden 
dishes, and stirred in the sun. This, however, alone will not cause the 
original water to evaporate, so from time to time— ordinarily about three 
times in the day — a small portion of clean water is stirred in, say, 1 per 
cent, each time, for a couple or three days, according to the heat of the 
sun. All the water then evaporates together. No lacquer will dry until this 
process has been gone through. If the lacquer is old, «.«., has been tapped 
a long time before using, it is much more difficult to dry. In such cases 
a portion of fresh lacquer is added to the old by the wholesale dealers, or 
else the manufacturers, instead of water, sometimes mix sakS (rice beer) 
or alcohol, lo " quicken ' it. 

A very remarkable property of lacquer should be mentioned. If 
crude lacquer, which is originally of the colour and consistency of cream« 
it exposed to the suU for a few days without adding water, it loses its 
ereamy colour, and becomes quite black, or nearly so, but also becomes 
thinner and transparent, or rather translucent, as can be seen when it is 
smeared on a white board. It will not now, however, dry if applied to an 
article, ^eVen if kept a month or more in the damp press. But if water is 
m'ixed with the lacquer which has thus been exposed and become black 
it at once lose& the black colour and its transparency, and becomes again of 
a creamy colour, though slightly darker, as if some coffee had been added, 
tlian at first. After evaporating this water, it can then be used like any 
ordinary lacquer, either alone or in mixtures, and will dry in the damp 
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press* during which prooem it again turns black. What lacquer workers 
have found their greatest stumbling-block is the difficulty of obtaining a 
clear transparent varnish. What is called transparent varnish is really 
black to the eye, and requires grinding and polishing after application 
before it presents a brilliant surface, becoming also much lighter afWr a 
little time. It would be a new era in the manufacture of lacquer ware if 
a method could be discovered of rendering the lacquer varnish perfectly 
clear and light coloured when so desired, without depriving it of its drying 
qualities, and also if colours could be used with it other than thoee here* 
after mentioned. 

Aakanuri-urushi (middle painting varnish). — This is merely the cruda 
lacquer. After having been exposed for some time to the sun to darken 
it and to get rid of aU water, it is used for under-coats in making first- 
class lacquer ware. 

Nuritate-utniMhi (finishing lacquer). — This is a mixture of crude 
lacquer and a little turpentine with To-midzu (whetstone water) — ^being the 
mixture obtained from whetstones 09 which blades have been sharpened. 
In it there is some 7 to 8 per cent of iron, and after mixing the whole 
is exposed to the sun, both for the purpose of getting rid of all the water 
and to darken the colour. This is used for final coats of cheap lacquer, 
which is not polished afterwards. 

•/<$-^a9t/y->urtttAi.— This is a mixture of the above kind, with oil 
obtained from the Y9 plant (Perilla ocymoides). This is used for still 
mora common kinds, requiring no after polishing, and the lacquer does 
not present a hard surface. 

Jo-chiu, called in Kioto Chiu-hana; Jd-iame^ called in Kioto Ge'hana* 

These contain more and more oil, and are used for the commonest 
articles, such as for varnishing clogs, clothes baskets, &c. These three 
last kinds give a high j)olish^ but the lacquer does not last. 

Shthurushi (vermilion lacquer). — ^This is the best crude or trans* 
parent varnish mixed with Ye oil (Petilia ocymoides)^ sometimes as much 
as 50 per cent, being added. It is then exposed to the sun and water 
added, which is afterwards evaporated. This kind is only used for red 
(whence its name) and coloured lacquers, the colours being added at the 
time of application. It requires no after polishing. 

(b.) Fin* Lfuquering with Gold. 

Nashiji'urushi (pear basis lacquer), or Suht-uruski (transparent 
lacqaer). —The first name is that best known in the trade, as indicating ' 
that it is required for using over gold, silver, or tin powdering. It con- 
sists of the finest crude lacquer obtained from old trees. As stated pre- 
viously, the lacquer is allowed to stand till all dirt and foreign matter has 
sunk to the bottom, when the best is skimmed off, and after being exposed 
to the sun to evaporate the water in the usual manner, and carefully 
filtered, it is ready for use. Except when used for the highest class of 
gold powdering, a certain proportion of gamboge is mixed with the lacquer 
to give the dust a fine yellow colour. 

N.B.— The above ten kinds^ are all bought by the lacquer workers 
ready prepared from the manufacturers. Any further mixtures used by 
them are made as required, colours added, &c. 

Seshime-uruM (branch lacquer) and Rd-urtahi are used also in 
making gold lacquer. 

Yoshino-urushi, — This is crude lacquer from the district of Yoshino 
in the Province of Yamato. It dries quickly, and closely resembles trans 
parent varnish. It is used when giving the final coats before polishing. 
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Yo9htnO'nobe'ur%uJn (Yoshino spreading lacquer). — Same as above, 
with the addition of about one-third of camphor to render the lacquer 
thinner and more easy to spread. 

Seshime-nobe'Mrushi (sprcadinjif branch lacquer). — This is merely 
branch lacquer with the same proportion of camphor as above, when cheap 
work is required ; more camphor is used till the proportions are reversed. 
This renders the mixture very soft, and a small quantity can be spread 
over a large surface. 

Shita-moH-urushi (under coat lacquer). — A mixture of branch lacquer 
and Benigara (red oxide of iron) in equal parts by weight 

Ke-tuJa-wnmhi (inside line .lacquer). — ^I'his is the same as above, but 
it is allowed to stand for about six months after mixing before it is used. 
By this time it has got thicker, and the ?ery finest lines can be drawn 
without fear of their running, and they moreover stand out better. 

Shita-makinobe-urushi (under coat spreading lacquer). — Same com- 
position as above, with the addition of a little camphor to make the lacquer 
thin. It thus goes much &rther, and causes a great saving when 
lacquering with powdered gold-leaf {kesht'/un), for which it is best suited. 
As in the other mixtures, Uie more camphor is used the thinner it renders 
the lacquer, and the less gold is required. 

Taka-maki'Urushi (raised lacquer). — To make this a certain quan- 
tity of Bo or NurxtaU is taken and divided into three parts. To one part 
is added lampblack and camphor in equal portions of bulk. These, after 
being well mixed, are boiled together ; then the other two portions are 
added, and the whole stirred together, and afterwards filtered through 
paper. It is boiled more or less according to the season. In summer, 
when lacquer dries quickly, it is boiled for a longer period, while in winter, 
or during cold weather, when lacquer naturally takes longer to dry, the 
mixture is boiled for a shorter time. The reason why Takamaki is thus 
purposely rendered soft is explained by the fact that otherwise the upper 
surface would harden at once, while the under portion (TakamaM being 
applied thickly), being excluded from the upper air, would not be able to 
dry, and later the top surface would crack and show fissures, whereas the 
introduction of camphor renders it soft and much slower to dry, and the 
whole has thus time to harden equally. Camphor being volatile is 
gradually lost, and the composition becomes quite hard. 

Ro'S9'Urushj (a mixture of black and branch lacquer). — This is u^ed 
for the lacquer coating upon which gold, silver, or tin powder is scattered, 
except in such cases when the grain of the wood is to be shown, when 
muhiji lacquer is used instead. 

JTuma-tfrtM^t (shading lacquer).*— A mixture o^ Johana lacquer and 
lampblack, used for final shading in the feathers of birds or animals, or for 
drawing hair, &c., on flat and raised gold lacquer. 

It should be noted that whenever lampblack is mentioned as a mixture 
it is used for the superior kinds, wood or coal soot being used for inferior 
articles. 

ImplemenU and MateriaU used in the Manufacture of Plain Lacquered 

Ware. 

Hera, — A spatula made of Hinoki (Chamacyparis obtusa), used for 
^applying the under or priming coats and for mixing the lacquer. 

ffaAe. — A flat brush made irom human hair, used for laving on the 
lacquer. 

Kokvio, — Finely chopped hemp. Mixed with lacquer it is used for 
covering joints. 

Niino. — Hempen cloth, used for pasting over the wood to prevent it 
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splitting ami to strengthen corners, &c. For very fine work and small 
articles silk is used. 

Ji'nO'ko (burnt clay). — Afterwards reduced to a very fine powder- 
Pounded bricks are o(\en used. 

To'tiO'ko, — A fine kind of clay, which is procured from Mount Man, 
near Kioto. This is likewise burnt, and reduced to a fine powder. 

Sumi, — Charcoal made of HOnoki (Magnolia hypoUuca), used for 
smoothing down the under coats ; it has rather a rough grain. Also 
charcoal made from Hiyakujikko {Largerstramia incUca), This is very 
sof^ and of a fine ^rain, and is used for the final smoothing before hand 
polishing. This kind is called by the trade Rd-iro-nimi (black coloured 
charcoal). 

To-ishi, — Whetstones of four different qualities of fineness: Ara-^o 
(rough), M»ro-^o (white), awo-to (green), and nagura, the last being the 
finest. These are used for smoothing down the priming coats. 

TsunO'ko (horn powder).<-«-Thi8 is made of calcined deer^s-homSy 
reduced to a fine powder, and is used for the final polishing with the 
finger. 

To'kusa equisetum.^^A kind of scouring rush, U9ed for smoothing 
the lacquer. 

Kaki-nO'Shibu (Persimmon juice).-— This is used when no ground 
lacquer is required, as in the Aidzu lacquer, or when the grain of the 
wood is shown. 

Nikawa (glue). — This is used to mix with the groundwork for cheap 
kinds of ware, instead of lacquer 

Yuyen'9umi (lampblack). — Used for groundwork of cheap articles, 
mixed with Persimmon juice. For still more common ware, soot of any 
kind is used. 

Gqfun (whiting).— Made from burning old shells, such as are obtained 
from the ancient kitchen middens ; used for mixing with gine to make the 
groundwork of common lacquer. 

Shd-no (camphor). — Used for mixing with lacquer, to make it thinner 
and spread more easily* 

Hdchd (knife). — Used for scraping off all Inequalities of the hempen 
cloth after it is pasted on the article, &c. 

Yothino'gami. — A very thin kind of paper, made at Yoshino ; used for 
filtering the lacquer before using it. 

Jo-ban.— \ box with a very hard lacquered lid, usually containing 
orawers for the various pencils, &c. The lid is used for mixing the lacquer 
on while working. 

TsunO'ko-ban, — Board for mixing and powdering the deer Vhom ashes 
before using ; generally made of cherry wood or oak. 

MuTo, — A cave or cellar underground is used, where practicable; 
otherwise, an air-tight case, made of wood, with rough unplaued planks 
inside. These are thoroughly wetted before tlie lacquered article is put in 
to dry, which occupies a period varying from six to fifty hours, according 
to the time of the year or style of the lacquer. Lacquer will not dry or 
harden properly in the open air; it absolutely requires a damp closed 
atmosphere to do so, otherwise it would run and always remain sticky. 

'i'he following are mixtures made by the workman as required. None 
of these mixtures are forwarded, as the articles forming them are sent 
separately, and the proportions in which they are used are detailed in each 
case : — 

Kokuso, — A mixture of finely^chopped hemp, with rice starch and 
branch lacquer sufficient to make a thick paste. 

Jinoko (No. 1). — Powdered burnt clay and branch lacquer, mixed 
together in the proportion one part of clay to two parts of lacquer.^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



BSPOBT OK LAOQUBB IWDUSTBT. ' 11 

Jmo'ko (No. 3). — 'Vhe same, mixed in the proportion of ten parts of 
clay to thirteen of lacquer, and a little water. 

Jino'ko (No. 3). — The same, mixed in the proportion of ten parts of 
clay to eight pans of lacquer and two parts of thin rice starch. This 
mixture is known in the trade as Han-dan'ti (half-step hasis). 

JinO'ho (No. <). — The burnt clay powder mixed with liquid glue only 
in such proportions as will resemble the consistency of lacquer. 

Kiri-ko, — A mixture of Jino^ho and Tdno^ko in equal portions with 
one and a-half of branch lacquer. This becomes very hard. 

Sabi — A mixture of two parts of the burnt clay from Mount Mari to 
one and a-half of branch lacquer, with just sufficient water to mix the clay 
into a paste. 

An inferior class of Sabi is made by putting in less lacquer— as little 
as eight parts of lacquer being used to twenty parts of the clay. Less 
lacquer cannot be used, as it would not stand polishing after having been 
dried. 

Mugi'Urushi. — Wheat lacquer; being a portion of wheaten flour 
mixed with branch lacquer to such consistency as may be required. It is 
used to paste the hempen cloth on to the wood. 

Shin, — A mixture of rice fl6ur with branch lacquer, used for the same 
purpose as wheat lacquer. Wheaten flour is the best, but being more 
difficult to blend with lacquer it is not so much used. 

Ka-'nQ-jL'^A. mixture of whiting and liquid glue, used for under coats 
or cheap articles. 

ShUm-jU'-A mixture of lampblack and Persimmon juice, used for 
under coats in inferior ware. 

Mode oi applying the lacquer in making^-' 

(a.) ffonji (real basis). Class I. 

1. The article to be lacquered is first carefully smoothed. 

2. The wood is slightly hollowed away along each joint, so as to form 
a circular depression. 

3. The surface of the whole article is tlien given a coating of branch 
lacquer (this is called ^t-jt-^atomtf— hardening the wooden basis), and 
the article set to dry in the damp press, or Muro^ for about twelve hours. 

4. The hollowed portions are filled with prepared Kokuso, which is 
well rubbed in with a spatula made of the wood of the Chamacvparis 
obtuiOt and the arUcle is inclosed in tL'e dr}ing press for a period of at 
least forty hours. 

5. Over the Kokuso a coating of Sabi is applied, and set to dry for 
twelve hcmrs. 

6. The next process is to smooth off with a white whetstone any 
roughness or inequalities of th** Kokuso and Sabi, 

7. The article is then given a coating of wheaten lacquer, over which 
is stretched hempen cloth, great care bemg taken to spread it smoothly 
and leave no wrinkles or perceptible joinings, and it is then again inclosed 
In the drying press for about twenty-four hours. 

8. After taking the article out of the. press all inequalities in the cloth 
—which has now under the influence of the lacquer become harder tham 
wood — are smoothed down with a knife or with a plane. 

9. Next, a coating of Sabi is applied with the spatula, to hide the 
texture of the hempen cloth, and the article is again put in the press for 
twenty-four hours. 

10. Next, a coating is given of No. 1, Jino-ko, applied with the 
spatula, after which the article is inclosed in the drying press for twenty- 
four hours. 

11 and 12 are repetitions of the same process. 
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13. Next, the article is given a coating of Eiriio, likewise applied 
with the spatula^ and the drying process is repeated for twenty-fonr 
hours. 

14. This 18 a repetition of the same processi after which the article is 
set to dry for at least three days. 

15.^ The surface is next ground smooth with a fine White whetstone. 

16. A hardening coat of hranch lacquer is given with a spatula, and 
set to dry for twenty-four hours. 

17. A fresh coat of Sabi is applied with the spatula, and the article is 
put to dry in the press for twenty-four hours. 

18. When thoroughly hardened the surface is groimd smooth with a 
white whetstone, as before. 

19. Next, a thin coating of branch lacquer is applied with the spatula, 
and the article is set to dry in the press for twelve hours. 

20. A coating of Naha^nuri is then applied with a flat brush (ffahe)^ 
and the article set to dry again for twenty-four hours. 

21. On being taken out the surface is ground smooth with charcoal 
made from Honokt {Magnolia kifpoleuca). 

22. A thin coating of branch lacquer is given with cotton wool—old 
wool being chosen because less likely to leave hairs behind it — ^and rubbed 
off again with soft paper, after which the article is set to dry for twelve 
hours. 

23. A coating of R6 (black lacquer) is then applied, and the article is 
set to dry for twenty-four hours. 

24. The surface is rubbed smooth with a piece of charcoal made from 
Hiyahujikko {Larger$tramia indica). 

25 and 26 are repetitions of 23 and 24. 

27. The surface is partly polished with finely-powdered Larger- 
itramia charcoal, applied with a cotton cloth. 

28. A coating of Rd is applied very thinly with cotton wool, and this 
is rubbed off again with soft paper, after which the article is inclosed in the 
dryinflt press for twenty-four hours. 

29. The surface is now polished with an equal mixture of powdered 
burnt clay from Mount Mari {To-no-ko) and calcined deer's-hom ashes, 
applied with a cotton cloth and a little oil (made from Lesatnum 
orientalis)^ till a fine polish is obtained. 

30. A coating of branch lacquer is next given, applied with cotton 
wool very thinly, and the article is inclosed in the drying press for twelve 
hours. 

31. The workman dips his finger in oil and rubs a small quantity of it 
over the surface, which he then polishes with deer's-hom ashes, applied 
with a cotton cloth, till a bright surface is obtained. 

32. A coating of branch lacquer is applied as in No. 30, wiped off with 
soft paper, and set to drv for twelve hours. 

33. The oil is applied as in No. 31, and then a final polishing with 
deers' horn ashes, given with the finger to the surface, which now assumes 
the most brilliant polish of which it is capable. 

For articles that are liable to get rubbed, such as scabbards, these last 
two processes are repeated seven or eight times, the surface getting harder 
at each repetition, but this is not necessary for other articles even of the 
best quality. In describing the above processes the minimum time for 
drying has in each case been given, but tor the first twenty-five processes 
. the longer the article is kept in the press the better. From the twenty- 
eighth process to the finish it is better not to greatly exceed the times 
mentioned. 
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(b») Kata-ji (hard basis). Class II. — Specimens^sent. 

The first six processes are the same as those used in making^'articleSy 
Class I. 

7. For wheaten lacquer substitute rice floui lacquer {Shin), the method 
of application being identical. 

8. Same as in Class I. 

9. Omitted. 

10. 11, and 12. For No. 1 (Jino-ko), substitute No. 2 (Jino-ko). 
13 to 18. Same as in Class I. 

19. The article is now rubbed over with Indian ink mixed with water 
such as is used for writing purposes, and applied with cotton wool. 
20 to 24. Same as in Class I. 
25 and 26. Omitted. 
27 to 33. Same as in Class I. 

(c.) Handan-fi (half-step basis). Class III. 

The first six processes are the same as those used in making articles, 
Class I. 

7. Instead of hempen cloth, paper is frequently substituted. 

8 and 9. Omitted. 

10, 11, and 12. Three coats of No. 3 {Jino'ko) are given to the article, 
which is then dried in the sun instead of being inclosed in the press. The 
three coats can be applied in one day. 

13 to 16. Omitted. 

1 7. A coating of inferior Sabiy containing less lacquer, is applied, and 
dried in the sun only. As soon as the water has evaporated, a second coat 
(170) rs given and dried in the same manner. 

18. Same as in Class I. 

19. Same as in Class IL 

20 to 33. Same as in Class It> likewise omitting 26 and 26. 

(d,) Manzo (after a lacquer worker of that name). Class IV. 

The first seven processes are identical with those in Class III. 

8 and 9. Omitted. 

10, 11, and 12. Three coats of No. 4 (Jino-ko), containing glue instead 
of lacquer — first introduced by Manzo-^^re given to the article. They 
are dried in the sun only. 

13 and 14. Omitted. 

15. Tlie surface is ground even with a rough whetstone, and afterwards 
further smoothed with a spatula and a small quantity of water. 

16. Same as in Class I. 

17 and I7a. Same as in Class III. 

1 8. Same as in Class I. 

19 ei $eq. Same as in Class II. 

The first four classes being modifi<*Ations of each other, a comparative 
numbering was adopted but the following styles differ so materially that 
this plan can no longer be adhered to. 

(e.) jKiocno;;! (inferior basis). Class V. 

In this class the joints of the article to be lacquered are frequently not 
hollowed away, a strip of paper being merely pasted over them, and even 
this precaution being often omitted. A coating of Ka-no'ji {whitmg and 
glue) is applied with a spatula twice or thrice, and dried in the sun. 

4. The article is then wiped over with a wet brush and rubbed smooth 
with a white whetstone, and afterwards given an extra smoothing with the 
spatula. 
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5. Sometimes a thin coating of Nakanuri or of branch lacquer is given 
to the article, but more frequently a coating of glue and lampblack, or of 
glue and soot mixed together, is applied. 

6. A final coating of either Jo-hana or Jochiu finishes the process with- 
out any subsequent polishing. 

(yi) Shibu-fi (Persimmon) — (juice basis). Class VI. 

The joints of the article are prepared in the same manner as for 
Class V, but, instead of Ka-no-ji, four or five coats of Shibu-ji (Persim- 
mon juice and lampblack) are applied with a brush ; these dry very rapidly 
and the final coating is smoothed with Tokuaa (Equi^tum), 

5. A final coating- of either Jo-hana or Jo-chiu is given, as in Class V. 

This kind of article is chiefly made in Aidzu, and» indeed, goes by the 
name of * Aidzu Ware.'* It has not such a good appearance as Ka-no-ji^ 
for the grain of the wood is easily traceable under the lacquer, but being 
made without glue, it stands water much better, and is in general reque^ 
for rice bonis and zen ][imall dinner trays with legs, one of which is set 
before each guest). 

ig.) Sabi'Sabi (double Sabi). Class VII. 

In this class of goods the joints are generally hollowed out>and a basis* 
hardening coat of branch lacquer given. Paper is also pasted over the 
work after filling in the joints with Koku-so, Three coats of inferior 
Sabi are then applied, and after drying for about twelve hours in the 
press, the article is ground smooth with a white whetstone. Next comes « 
coating of branch lacquer, applied with cotton wool, and then one of 
Nakanuri^ which is ground smooth with Magnolia charcoal. Another 
coating of branch lacquer is followed by one of J 6-hana or J6 chiu, and the 
article is finished without further polishing. Drying in the damp press is 
requisite between each process for this class of lacquer. 

It is manufactured only in T6ki6, though the processes for .the under 
coats of H^nkasa lacquer are identical. 'J he method adopted for comple- 
ting Wakasa lacquer is described, p. 13 of the accompanying pamphlet. 
Hice bowls, drinking cups, and luncheon boxes. Ac, are the usual articles 
manufactured. In this, as in Aidzu ware, the grain of the wood is 
tract^able, and its common appearance constitutes the reason for classing it 
80 low, but in actual excellence and durability it ought to rank fourth next 
to Hanxian-ji. 

(h ) Kaki-awase (mixture), or Kuro^shunkei (black Shunkei) , from 
the name of its inventors. Class VI If. 

In this cla?s of goods the wood is given a basis-hardening coat of 
branch lacquer mixed with lampblack, over which is laid a ^nal single 
application of Jo hana or Jd-chiu. This ware is made at T6ki6, and is used 
for cheap rice bowls and boxes. For the commonest kind of work a 
mixture of glue and lampblack or persimmon juice and Iampb!ack is used, 
instead of branch lacquer as a ground coat. 

(i.) AkashunkH (red Shunkei). Class IX. 

This kind also derives its name from the inventor. For making 
articles of this class, which show the natural grain of the wood, a mixture 
of Yoshino lacquer and gamboge is rubbed on with a hard brush, after 
which they are inclosed for a day in the press to dry, and then a coating of 
Shu-urushi (transparent lacquer, containing a proportion of Perili'a 
ocymoidfiS oil) is applied. When dry it presents a polished surface, and it 
appears dark when at first finished, but in a few months becomes much 
lighter. A cheaper quality of Shunkei is made by usirg glue and gam- 
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boge or Persimmon juice and oxide of iron for the under coat, but though 
tlie colour has a better appearance at firsty it gradually deteriorates. 

The best is made in the Province of Oewa> at Akita. For the most 
part soft woods are used in making this ware. 

(y.) Ki'jy^o (colour of the grain of wood). 

1. Well-seasoned wood is selected, and the article having been care- 
fully smoothed — 

2. A thin coating of Yoshino lacquer is applied with a brush, after 
which it is set to dry in the press for twelve hours. 

3. A coating. of best Sahi is then applied with the spatula, and set to 
dry in the press as usual. 

4., This is ground completely away with a green whetstone* 

5. A coating of Ntuhiji (pure transparent lacquer) is now given, and 
the article is inclosed in the press for twenty-four hours. 

6. it is again ground with a green whetstone till no remains of the 
lacquer coating are apparent. 

7. Then follows a second coat of transparent lacqueri which^ after 
drying as before, 

8. Is ground smooth with a piece of ERyahujikko (Larger$irami<$ 
indica) charcoal. 

9. Transparent lacquer is again applied with a piece of cotton wool, 
and wiped off with soft paper, and the article is set to dry for twelve 
hours. 

10. Afterwards it is given a preliminary polish with an equal mixture 
of T(hnO'ko and deers' horn ashes applied with a cotton cloth and a little 
oil. 

11. Next, a coating of Yoshino lacquer is applied with cotton wool, 
wiped off with paper, and set to dry as before. 

12. At this stage only deers' horn ashes, with a trifle of oil, are used 
for polishing. This process is repeated three times, and results in an 
exceedingly brilliant polish. Only hard woods are used for this kind of 
ware. 

(k.) Red and Coloured Lacquers. 

For making best red and other coloured lacquers the first twenty-two 
processes are the same as in Honj% Class I. Next a mixture of Naskiji 
(pure transparent lacquer) and vermilion, or the colour desired, is griven 
to the article, which, is thereupon set to dry. The remainder of the pro* 
cesses are identical with Class I, except that in Nos. 80 and 32 Yoshino 
lacquer is substituted for ** branch lacquer/' and in No. 28 transparent 
varnish is used instead of Rd (black lacquer). For extra high-claas work, 
instead of the thin coating of lacquer (No. 28) which is wiped off again, 
a thick coating of transparent varnish is given, applied with a brush, and 
set to dry for about thirty-tive hours, the remaining processes remaining 
unchanged. 

For second-rate articles the colour is mixed with Shu'urushi (tran- 
sparent lacquer containing oil). No. 23, and no after polishing takes place. 
The article presents a brilliant surface, and the colour is better and 
brighter than in the best kind, but the surface much less hard. Many 
processes are omitted for cheaper articles, as is the case in black lacquer, 
and less lacquer and more oil is used* 

Colouring Matters used. 

Shu (vermilion). — For red lacquer, used also mixed with gold dust 
for shading. 

Sei'sh\tsu^{gre%xi lacquer).~A mixture of ^Kid (chrome yellow) and 
Bero^ai (Prussian blue). 

[1209] . C 
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Murcs'tzki'ko (purple pow^ler;. — A m xti*re of white lead and To-beni 
(M taenia roseine). 

Benigara (red oxide of iron). — Sometimes used instead of vermilion. 

In the district of Aidxu the litcht colours are produced to the greatest 
perfection, viz., yellow, green, and intermediate shades. In T6ki6, though 
the same materials are used, the resulting colours are inferior and darker. 
In Aidzu no after polishing takes place with coloured lacquers. The 
lacquer is applied like paint. T6ki6 is, however, best for black lacquer, 
as well as for such high-class red, &c., as are polished afterwards. These 
differences are attributed to some climatic influence. The Kioto, so called 
" black lacquer/* shows a reddish-brown tinge. With the exception of 
T6ki6, Kioto, Osaka, Kaga, Tsii^aru, Wakasa. Nagova, Suruga, and 
$hidzuoka,.and one or two isolated places, the method of smoothing with 
charcoal and afterwards polishing is not pursued. In Tsugaru and 
Wakasa neither flat nor raised gfold lacquer are manufactured. 

it should be mentioned that the plain lacquered articles are almost 
exclusively manufactured by one set of workmen, who supply the workers 
in gold lacquer with the articles ready for the application of the gold 
powdering, various patterns, &c. 

The wholesale lacquer trade is in the hands of a few large merchants. 
In T6ki6 there are two houses only. These receive the crude lacquer 
from the producers as it arrives from the various districts, either buying it 
outright or making advances to the contractors, who are bound by the 
rules of the guild to deliver only to them. They sell it in quantities as 
required to the lacquer manufacturers, who prepare and refine the sap for 
the market, and these again retail the material to the lacquer workers. 
The vai ious processes that the lacquer undergoes in the hands of these 
manufacturers before retailing are kept secret, only the approximate 
mixtures being known. 

That all lacquer, even that sold as pure lacquer, undergoes some 
adulteration, is rendered evident from the fact that, in accordance with a 
st'';mge custom peculiar to the lacquer trade, the retail manufacturers sell 
even the smallest quantity at the same rate at which they buy it from the 
wholesale merchant. 

Took and Materials used in the manufacture of Gold Lacquer, 

Neji'fude, — Brushes made of rats* hair, used for tracing out the 
patterns, and for drawing the very fine lines, &c. The best are made of 
the long hairs from the backs of ** ship rats,*' whose fur is not so likely to 
get rubbed. 

U-no-keusuji-fude (fine brushes made of hares' hair). — These are a 
little larger than rats* hair brushes, and are used for filling in the patterns 
of the best articles, also for drawing outlines on common articles and 
ground work. There are two sizes, Dai and 5Ao, used for drawing 
"larp^e** and ** small.** There are besides ^\e sizes of Ji nuri Jude 
(grounding brushes), known as — 

T-cho (number one). 

T-cho'han (number one and a- half). 

yi'cho (number two). 

Ni'cho'han (number two and a half). 

San-cho (number three). 

U-no^he-hahe (a flat brush made of hares' hair, used for spreading the 
lacquer on large pieces of work). — There are two sizes used. 

Men-sO (a stiff brush made of deer's hair, used for applying the Sabi, 
&c., in making raised gold lacquer).— It is only used for stiff mixtures. 

ffake (flat brushes of human hair, for smoothing the lacquer after 
application, as in ordinary plain lacquer). — Then* are two sizes used. 
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Bun-maicaifhi (compass with fine brush attached for describing 
circks). 

Ki^-bo (brushes ma'^e from the long body hairs of a horse, used for 
smoothiag the fine gold powder aud blushing off extra particles, used also 
for dusting). — ^There are four sizejs. 

Fude-kahe (brush rest). 

Fude-arai (brush cleaner, made either of ivory or tortoise-shell). — The 
brushes have to be very carefully cleaned after using with Se$afnum 
orientalis oil, to remove every trace of lacquer. 

Tsutsu (a quill, from the wing of a swan or crane, over one en 'J of 
which is stretched a piece of silk^ used for scattering the gold dust). — There 
are two sizes used. 

For applying Nashiji or Hirame bamboo tubes of three different sizes 
are u»ed, with silk of more open texture. 

Saji (spoon), for putting the gold dust into this quill or bamboo 
tube. 

Htrame-fude, — A pointed piece of bamboo or other wood, used for 
picking up and applying Hirame, or the gold, or shell squares. 

Kujira'bera (whalebone spatula). — Used for mixing the materials, and 
also when transferring the tracing on the paper to the article to be painted 
(process described farther on). The kind used is called island whale- 
bone, and comes from China ; that obtained from Japan is practically 
useless, being liable to split. Two sizes are used. 

JTi^a.— Spatulas made of Hinoki {ChamtscyparU obtusa), smaller 
than those used by workers in plain lacquer. There are three sizes used 
for applying plain lacquer, and three sizes for applying Sabu 

The Tooth of a fish, ordinarily the Tai (Cerranus marginalii), 
fastened with lacquer on to a piece of bamboo, used for polishing such 
crevices as are too small to admit of charcoal, &c., being used. 

A piece of polished shell, used for smoothing the paper on which the 
pattern is drawn before tracing with lacquer. 

Tiume-ban.—A. palette, made either of tortoise-shell or buffalo horn, 
worn on the left thumb. 

Take-ban. — A small bamboo boards used when cutting the gold and 
silver foil into squares. 

Jd'ban. — Box for holding brushes, &c. (described before). 

Tauno-ho-han,^ (Described above.) 

Fun-bako. — A flat black-lacquered box for holding the gold dust. 

Charcoal of three kinds. 

Hono^ki {Magnolia hypoleuca), 

Tsubaki {Camellia japonica). 

Hiyakujikkd {^Largerttramia indica). 

Skid (gamboge). 

To-no-ko, Jino'kOf Tsuno-ko^ To-ishi. — (Described above.) 

Gold and Silver Dust ueedfor Oi'nameniation. 

Of these there are several kinds, viz. : Yasuri-ko or Jun (file-powder), 
made in Yaki-Mn ; (Pure gold) Koban-kin (10 parts gold to 2-^' silver) ; 
Gin (silver). 

There are twelve qualities of each . differing in fineness, and are known 
by the foUowing names, beginning with the coarsest : — 

(N.B. — For sake of reference, the numbers are made to correspond 
with those on the specimen board.) 

1. Ara^sune. 

2. Chiu-iaune. 

3. Komaka-mB't ne, 
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4. Mifin-tsune. 

5. Hanako, 
. 6. Miiin, 

7. Komaha'fM''m%jin. 

8. Aragoku, 

9. Goku-gashirck. 

10. Goku-mijin, 

11. Komaka-me-gohu-mijin. 

12. 0*w;V. 

Besides these, there is an extra larg^ kind^ uW for groand-work, 
called Hira-me (flat-eye). The coarsest filings, whether of pure gold, 
Koban, or silver, are taken and rolled out flat on an iron plate. Of 
Hirame there are eight kinds each, known by the following names :— 

Id. Dai'dai'ichi. 

14. Dai^ki. 

15. Dai'M, 

16. Dai'san. 

17. Ai-nO'Mn. 

18. Tsun0'nO'9an. 

19. Shd-tan, 

20. Saki. 

Next couies the kind called Nashiji, from its resemblance, when applied 
to the article, to the rind of a pear. 

Nashfji is used for ground-work, in making which pure gold, also 
Koban-kin (10 parts gold, 2y% silver), Jiki-ban (10 parts gold, Z^j^ silver), 
Nam-ban (iO parts gold^ Z-^^ silver), and silver, of seven qudliiies of fine- 
ness each, are used. 



2L Dai-ichi. 

22. Dai^i, 

23. Dai^san^ 

24. Ai-^M'san. 
2Q. Tsune'nO'San» 
26. S^'o-san. 



27. Saki, 



Akajun (red powder), Nos. 28, 29, and SO, is vermilion mixed with 
pure gold, Koban-kiuf and silver, for shading. 

Kuro'/un (black powder), Nos. 31, 82, and 33, is camellia charcoal 
powder mixed with pure gold. Koban, and silver. 

Gitfobu ncLshiji is the coarsest kind o^ Nashiji made; 34, pure gold, 
and t/5, tiilver ; but it is little used, as it requires seven or eight coats of 
lacquer to be applied before it is covered sufficiently to stand polishing. 

Awogai-mijin (fine green shell), No. 36, is a specimen of the appli- 
cation ot powdered shell as ground-wo'-k. 

Ke$hi-fun. — This is the finest kind used ; it is only made in pure gold 
and Koban^ Nos. 37 and 38. This is made by mixing gold-leaf in liquid 
glue till it is reduced to an impalpable powder ; water is then added, and 
when the gold sinks the liquor is poured away. This is repeated till all 
the glue ban been got rid of. 

^haku'dd fun," A mixture of seven parts pure gold and three parts of 
copper powiier, No. 3j. 

Kana-gai. — Foil made of pure gold, Koban, and silver, Nos. 40, 41, 
and 42. it is made of four thicknesses in each quality, vis. x ffon-nefh 
Chiu'iMfh Usushu, Kime'Uuhey the last being the thinnest* 

Besides the above, there are several mixtures, as— ^ 
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Kurx'iro-fun (chestnut-coloured powder). — A mixture of one-half 
gold duRt with powdered camellia charcoal and vermilion. 

Nedzvmi'iro'fun (rat-colour grey). — A mixture of half silver and 
powdered camella cl>arcoal, and a little vermilion. 

In each case it is evident that several dif^tinct shades can he ohtained 
according as more or less colour is added to the gold and silver dust. It 
is a remarkable fact th;>t (ai* I am informed) no vegetable colours can be 
used with lacquer. They are all eaten np, as it were, by the lacquer and 
disappear, which accounts for the very few variations seen in the colours 
of lacquer. The workmen have never been able to produce white, purple* 
or any of the more delicate shades. 

Of late years, since cheap work has been it troduced, the custom of 
using tin dust has been adopted for making common Ntuhtji, It is manu- 
factured of the same sizes as in gold and silver and when plenty of gam- 
boge is mixed with the lacquer to cover it an inexperienced person might 
easily mistake it for pold when the ware is new, but it soon drteriorates. 
Burnt tm dust is also sometimes used for under coats in making cheap 
raised lacquer. 

Mod€ of making Gold Lacquer, 

(a.) Togi'dashi (bringing out by polishing) .-^The article having been 
subjected to the first twenty-rwo processes, as described in making Houfi 
(Clbss 1) is then treated as follows : — 

The picture to be transferred to the article is drawn on thin paper, to 
which a coating of size made of glue and alum has been applied— that 
known as Afino-gami is best. Ihe reverse is rubbed smooth with a 
polished shell or pebble, and the outline very lightly traced in lacquer, 
previously roasted over live charcoal to prevent its drying, with a fine 
brush made of rats* hair« Ihe paper is then laid, with the lacquer side 
downwards on the article to be decorated, and is gently rubbed with a 
whalebone spatula wherever there is any tracing, and on removing the 
paper the impress may very faintly be perceived. I'o bring it out plainly, 
it is rubbed over very lightly **ith a piece of cotton wool, ^charged with 
powdered white whetstone or tin, which adheres to the lacquer. Japanese 
paper being peculiarly tough, upwards of twenty impi*essions can be taken 
off from one tracing, and when that is no longer possible, from the lacquer 
having become used up, it only requires a fresh tracing over the same 
paper to reproduce the design ad itifinitum. This tracing does not dry 
owing to the lacquer uned for the purpose having been partially roasted, 
as previoubly mentioned., and can be wiped off at any time. 

The next process is to trace out the veining of the leaves, or such 
lines to which in the finished picture it is desired to give the most promi- 
nence, and these lines are powdered over with gold dust through a quill. 
The qualities called Mijin, Koma-kafne'rnijin^ and Aragoku^ are generally 
used ; either finer or coarser qualities cannot be used. The article is then 
set to dry for twenty-four hours in the damp press. The outline is now 
drawn carefully with a rat's hair brush uvtr the original tracing line with 
a mixture of black and branch lacqu**r, called Rd-ne. The whole is the 
filled in with Ro-si applied with a hare's hair grounding brush. Gold 
dust of a slightly coart^er quality than 2fiijin is scaitered over the lacquered 
portion, and the article is set to dry for twenty-four hours. Anotner thin 
coating of iPo-^e lacquer is again given to the gold-powdered portions, 
and the article set to diy for twelve hours. Next^ a coat of hd (black 
lacquer) is applied over the whole surface of the article, which is set to 
dry for at least three days. It is then roughly ground down with Magnolia 
charcoal, the surface dust being ponbtantly wiped off with a damp cloth till 
the pattern begins to appear faintly. Another coating of Rd lacquer is 
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then given and the article set to dry for thirty-tix hours. It is again 
ground down with Magnolia charcoal as before, this time till the pattern 
comes well out. The ensuing processes are the same from 28 to 33 
inclusive, as in black lacquer {/Ionp\ Class I). 

In making Togi-4a»hi on hard woods, transparent lacquer is used 
instead of Ro. 

{h,) Hira'makiye (flat Gbld Lacquer). 

The article having been thoroughly finished, either in black or red, &c.» 
as already described under the head of Honji^ Class I, and the following 
kinds, a tracing is applied to the surface as in Togi-daahi^ the outline is 
carefully painted over with a fine brush of rat*s hair, and then filled in 
with a hare's hair brush, using Shitamahi lacquer (branch lacquer 
and red oxide of iron). Over this surface gold dust, of the quality called 
Aragohu being generally used, is scattered with a brush of horse's hair 
{Keho) till the lacquer will not absorb any more. The article is then set 
to dry for twenty-four hours. A thin coating is next applied over the 
gold, of transparent lacquer or Yoshino lacquer, and set to dry for twenty- 
four hours at least. It is then most carefully smoothed with camellia 
charcoal, and finally polished off with Tono-ko and a little oil on the point 
of the finger, till the ornamented portion attains a fine polish. The 
veining of leaves and the painting of stamens, &c., of flowers, or such 
other fine work, is now done with a fine rat*s hair brush charged with 
Ke-uchi lacquer over which fine g<»ld dust (Goku'inijin) is scattered from 
a brush of horse's hair (Kebo) as before^ and the article set to dry for 
twelve hours. Some Yothino lacquer is then applied to a piece of cotton 
wool, and rubbed over the whole surface of the box or other article, and 
wiped off again with soft paper. It is set to dry for twelve hours, after 
which it is polished off with deer's horn ashes and a trifle of oil. When 
very high-class work is desired, Yoshino lacquer, to which a little 
water has been added, is applied, and polished off a second time, and a 
very brilliant surface is attained. 

More ordinary '*flat gold lacquer" differs in the manufacture as follows : 
The tracing is accomplished in the same manner, but Shitamakinobe 
lacquer (branch lacquer, red oxide of iron, and camphor) is used for filling 
in the pattern with a hare's hair brush. The article is then set to dry in 
the press for ten to twenty minutes, during which time the lacquer has 
begun to harden, and less gold will adhere. Tlien gold dust (^Gohu mijin) 
is applied with cotton wool thinly, and the article is set to dry for twenty- 
four hours. The whole surface is then smeared over with Yoshinonobe 
lacquer ( YoMno lacquer and camphor) on a piece of cotton wool, and 
wiped off again with soft paper. The reason is that it is less trouble to 
smear over the whole surface thinly, and it is, moreover, not necessary to 
give a thick coat of lacquer to the decorated part, as the gold dust has 
been very thinly applied. It is set to dry for twelve hours and ground 
smooth with camellia charcoal and polished vnth powdered whetstone 
ai:d oil on the point of the finger. The fine lines are then drawn 
with a rat's hair brush charged with Shiiamaki lacquer, and sprinkled with 
gold dust {Gohu-mijin) from a brush {Kebo), and the article set to dry for 
twelve hours. The whole is again smeared with Yoshino -nobe lacquer and 
carefully wiped off again \*ith paper, an«i set to dry for twelve hours. 
The article is then polished with powdered whet?tone and oil on the point 
of the finger, and a second application of Yoshino-nobe lacquer with a 
little water, wiped off with soft paper, set to dry for twelve hours, and 
finally polished off with deers' horn ashes and oil on the finger, finishes the 
operation. 

Should it be required to make any dark spots or lines, such as birds' 
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eyes, or to draw human hair, &c., or other shadin^jf. this is done l-st of all 
with Kuma, ** bear " lacquer, JO-hana, and lampblac k. 

More Common Kind of Flat Gold Lacquer Painhng, 
Instead of tracing the design in roasted lacquer, it is done with a 
mixture of powdered Tono-ko and water, and the impression is transferred 
to the articles with the whalebone spatula as before. The reason for only 
using Tono'ko instead of lacquer is that the ground-work being inferior 
it cannot be ground or smoothed afterwards, and the edges of the pattern 
would not be clean, nor stand out clear, should any lacquer get smeared 
outside the tracing line. The outline is then filled in with ShitamaJd-nobe 
lacquer with a coarse hare's hair brush, and the article is set to dry for 
twenty minutes, or till a thin skin has formed on the lacquer, and then the 
half-dry surface is wiped over with cotton wa»)l charged with Keshi-fun^ 
the finest gold powder, and set to dry for five or six hours. The whole 
surface is then smeared with Yoshino-ntbe lacquer, which is carefully 
wiped off again with soft paper, and the article set to dry for half-a-day. 
The surface is then rubbed over gently with deer;*' horn ashes and soft 
paper to give it a polish, and to get rid of any of the last coat of YoshinO' 
nobe lacquer. 

The fine lines are now drawn with a fine hare's hair brush charged 
with ShitamaJci-nobe lacquer, and the article set to dry for twenty minutes 
or so ; then Keshi-fun is applied with cotton wool, and again set to dry for 
^"ve or six hours. No^further process takes place. 

{c.y^Taka'fnaMye (raised Gold Lacquer). 

The ground-work may be either black or coloured lacquer, Nashiji 
(pear basis of gold dust), or the plain wood. The outlines of the pattern 
are transferred to the surface of the article in the same manner as in 
Togi'dashU or «* flat lacquer.** The outline is then painted over with 
SMtamaki lacquer, and this is covered with powdered camellia charcoal. 
If the outside is to be higher than the inside, a broad margin is painted 
and covered with the charcoal powder, leaving the centre untouched, and 
vice versd; if the centre^is to be higher a faint line only is painted out- 
side, and the inside is given a thickish coating, which is sprinkled with 
the charcoal dust, and the article set to dry for twelve hours. When 
taken out of the press it is well dusted to get rid of any loose charcoal 
powder, and is also washed, using a brush made of human hair {Hake) to 
clean out all crevices and bring out the lines, &c. Some Yoshino-nobe, or 
*' branch lacquer,'* with camphor, is now rubbed on with a piece of cotton 
wool and carefully wiped off with soft paper, and the article set to dry for 
twelve hours. The raised parts are next carefuHy ground smooth with a 
piece oi^ Magnolia charcoal, and a second coat of Yoshino-nobe, or of 
" branch lacquer," is applied as before and dried. 

[If a well-raised pattern is required, one, two, or even three coats of 
Sabi (" branch lacquer " and Tono-ko) are applied, the outside edges being 
painted with a brush of deer's hair {Menso)^ and the inside lacquer applied 
with a small Sabi spatula, the article being set to dry between each 
application for twelve hours. For coarser work it is then ground smooth 
with a white whetstone, and for finer work with a yellow whetstone. 
Over this some ** branch lacquer," mixed with camphor, is rubbed with 
cotton wool and wiped ^off with soft piCper, and the article set to dry for 
twelve hours.] 

If the pattern is not [to be very high the operations described between 
the brackets are omitted. A coating of Takamaki lacquer is now given, 
the outside edges being carefully drawn with a rat's hair brush, and the 
inside of the pattern filled in with a hare's hair brush, and the article set 
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to dry for thirty-six to forty-eight hours. When taken out of the press 
the surface is ground smooth with Magtiolia charcoal, and then partlj 
polished with powdered camellia charcoal on a cotton cloth. A little 
oil is DOW ruhbed on, and a further polishing takes place with powdered 
" whetstone " on a cloth. Next, " branch lacquer '* is rubbed over the raised 
parts with cotton wool and wiped off with soft paper, and the article set to 
dry for twelve hours. It is next polished with deers' horn ashes and a 
little ** rape seed," or ** sesamum " oil applied on the point of the finger. 
Up to this point the formation of the pattern, whether mountains, waves, 
trees, men, birds, or animals, has been gradually completed. 

If small squares of gold foil (known as Kiri kane), or of coloured 
shell, are used in producing the pattern, they are now applied one by one 
on the point of a bamboo stick {Hiramefude) the spot where they are to 
be affixed having been smeared with a little B6-sS lacquer to make them 
adhere. When all that is required has been affixed, a piece of soft bibulous 
paper is spread over the freshlv done parts and pressed very carefully with 
the finger. This is to get i id of as much of the Hd-s^ lacquer as is not 
covered by the gold squares as possible ; the article is set to dry for 
twelve hours, and then the portion wheie the gold has been applied is 
gently polished with a little camellia charcoal on the point of the finger, to 
get rid of the remainder of the Ifd-sS lacquer. Shell patterns, and the 
coarser kinds of gold dust that may be required, are applied in the same 
manner. The finer kinds of gold dust are applied next, over a coat of 
SMtamaki lacquer, and the article set to dry for twelve hours. The 
remaining processes of polishing, drying, kc, are the same as in first-class 
<• flat gold " lacquer. 

For making raised lacquer patterns on plain wood the whole surface is 
covered with tin-foil, stuck on with rice paste, to keep the wood quite 
clean, and then the place only where the pattern is to come is cut out. In 
making all high-class lacquer the edges of every article are pasted over 
with tin-foil to prevent their being rublied or injured by the workman, and 
the same is done over each portion as it is finished. 

The above is the ordinary method of making best raised lacquer, but 
from a glance at the specimens which accompany this paper it will be 
seen immediately that there are such innumerable modifications of one 
process or another, according to the object to be produced, that it is 
manifestly impossible to do more than give the above cursory sketch. 
Nearly every piece of good lacquer made exhibits a specimen of each kind, 
viz.. Neuhiji, Togi-^Uuhi^ iRra-makiye, or TcJca^mak^e, 

In making raised lacquer on inferior articles the methods do not vary 
much from the good kinds ; the work is merely less carefully executed. 
The saving is in the qiuintitv and quality of the gold dust used, and the 
absence of minute after work, or in the use of silver and tin instead of 
gold dust. In the very cheapest kinds burnt tin dust is used instead of 
charcoal over the first coat of Shitamaki. This is burnished bright, and 
over it a thin coating of lacquer and guld dust is applied. At first it looks 
well, but loses its colour in a year or two. By using tin powder the same 
height is attained in one coat that would necessitate at least three coats of 
lacquer and charcoal dust. This kind 5f work is, however, only used for 
cheap articles for foreign export, and has been quite lately introduced. 

(d.) Lacquering on Meiak 
For lacquering on iron or copper, brass or silver, the metal is smoothed 
and polished, and then given a coating of "crude lacquer," or " black 
lacquer ;** the article is put over a charcoal fire, and the lacquer b burnt 
on to ihe metal till all smoke ceases to escape. The fire must not be too 
fierce and the metal must not be allowed to get red hot, or the lacquer 
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tarns to ashes. After the lacquer has burnt quite hard the surface is 
rubbed smooth with Largerstramia charcoal ; these operations are repeated 
three or four times, till a good foundation of lacquer has been obtained. 
Then the same operations exactly are repeated as in makiuj^ best '^ black 
lacquer," Togi-dashi, ** flat gold lacquer," "or ** raised gold lacquer," only 
that the lacquer is burnt dry over the fire instead of being dried in the 
press. The lacquer is thus rendered quite hard and very durable. After 
the first two or three coats have been burnt on, the subsequent drying 
processes can be carried on in the damp press, should it be so desired. 

In winter, or when any article is required in a hurry, the workmen 
sometimes put a charcoal fire in the press, over which a pan of hot water 
is placed. The steam which is thus generated helps to dry the lacquer in 
an hour or two, which would take twenty>four hours to harden ordinarily, 
but the lacquer thus dealt with loses its strength, and is never very hard. 
" Black lacquer" turns a rusty brown, the colouring virtue of the iron 
being apparently lost, and therefore this plan is never adopted for good 
work, and m second-rate work only for under coats. 

NtMthiji (pear basis).— This style of ornamentation, occupying an inter- 
mediate position between plain and ornamental lacquer, is therefore treated 
of last. Till the opening of Japan to foreign trade it was in the hands of 
workers in gold lacquer, but now for the roost part all Nashiji on articles 
intended for exportation is applied by the workers in plain lacquer. In 
making best Nashiji. as in Togi-dashi, the first twenty -two processes are 
identical with ffonji. Class I. A coating of Bd-se is applied, and the gold 
dust is sprinkled over this surface through one or other of the bamboo 
tubes, according to the fineness required. The article is set to dry in the 
press for forty-eight hours, and is then given a coating of pure transparent 
varnish. This is set to dry for three or four days, when it is roughly 
ground with Magnolia charcoal, and a second coat of transparent lacquer 
given. The article is set to dry for forty-eight hours, and then ground 
with Magnoha charcoal till a perfectly smooth surface is obtained. 
Transparent lacquer is then applied with a piece of cotton wool, and wiped 
off again with soft paper, and the article set to dry for twenty-four hours. 
It is then polished with a mixture of Tono-ko and camellia charcoal 
powder and a little oil. Next, a coating of Yoshino lacquer is given, and 
wiped off with paper ; the article is set to dry for twelve hours, and then 
it is polished with deer's-horn ashes and oil. This is repeated three 
times to finish the article. 

The same processes are gone through when using silver instead of 
gold dust. 

For cheap qualities tin dust is used, and the powder is scattered on 
glue immediately above a coating of Knntyt (whiting and glue). When 
the article is dry it is burnished with ToKusa {Equisetumjj and as soon 
as it presents a bright surface a coating of pure transparent lacquer, with 
gamboge, is given to it. It is set to dry for a day in the press, and then 
ground with MognoCta charcoal. Over this a coating of Shu-urushi 
(transparent varnish containing oil) is applied, and another drying for 
twenty-four hours completes the process. 

(Signed) JOHN J. QUIN, 

Tokioi January 13, 1882. 
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CATALOGUE OF SPECIMENS FORWARDED. 



[The specimenfl alladed to in the Report are exhibited in No. 1 Moseom, in the Roynl 

Gardens at Krw.] 



1. Kawa-mnki. Bark-parer. 

2. Yeda.gama. Branch fickle. 

3. Kaki-gama. Scraping tickle. 

4. Yeguri. Gouge. 

5. Natsu-bera. Summer spatula. 

6. Hocho. Knife. 

7. Seshime-bera. Seshime spatula. 

8. Go. Bamboo or wooden pot to hold the lacquer. 

9. Go-guri. Pot gouge. 

10. Te-bukuro. Glove. 

11. Specimens of lacquer tree (small). 

12. „ „ (larger siie). 
12 a. Small stems. 

13. Hinoki. {ChammepparU obima.) 

14. Kiri. (Pauloumia In^9eriali9,) 
14 a. Kiri (old). 

15. H5noki. {Magnolia hypoleuea.) 

16. Sawara. (Chmncseyparis piiifera.) 

17. Hime-ko-matsu. 

18. Tsuga. (Abie$ ttuga.) 

19. Hiba. (Thtgapw dohtbrata,) 

20. Akamatsu. {Piwu9 dennfhra.) 

21. Sugi. {Crypiomeriajaponiea,) 

22. Kcyaki. {PUmera japonica,) 

23. Sboji. 

24. Sakura. (Prunut pteudo eerasui,) 

25. Katsura. {CercidiphyUum japomicmm^) 

26. Tcho Ginko biloba. 

27. Igo. 

28. Buna. 

29. Sbitan. 

30. Tagayasan. 

31. Karin. 

32. Kuwa. 

33. Keyaki. {Plamra japtmiea,) 

34. Ki-urushi (nami). Ordinary crude lacquer. 

34 A. Ki-urushi (Jd-koshi) best filtered lacquer. 

35. Seshime-urushi. Pure branch lacquer. 

35 A. Seshime. Lacquer as sold. 

36. Ro-urushi. Black lacquer. 

37. Haguro. Tooth-dye. Broken, all contents gone. 

38. Nakanuri-urukhi. Middle painting lacquer. 

39. Nuritate-urushi. Finishing lacquer. 

40. Jo-hana-urnshi. 

41. Jo-chiu-urusliL 

42. Jo-tame-urushi. 

43. Shu-urushi. Vermilion lacquer. 

44. Nashiji-uroshi. Pear-basis lacquer. 

45. Yoshino-umshi. 

46. Yoshino-nobe-urushi. Yoshino spreading lacquer. 

47. Seshime-umshi. Seshime spreading lacquer. 

48. Shitamaki-urushi. Under-coat lacquer. 

49. Ke-uchi-urushi. Inside line lacquer. 

50. Shitamaki-nobe-uruthi. Under-coat spreading lacquer. 

51. Takamaki-urnshi. Raised lacquer. 

52. B6-8^.umshi. Mixturfi.of black and branch lactjuer. 

53. Kenna. Black liquid. 

54. Hera. Spatula made of Hinoki. (3 specimens.) 

55. Hake. Flat brash made from human .hair. (4 specimens.) 

56. Koknso. Finely*chopped hemp. 
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57. NuDO. Hempen cloth. 

58. Silk. Used for fine work. 

59. Ji-no-ko. Burnt clay. 

60. Tono-ko. Burnt clay from Mount Mari. 

61. Ho-nd-ki-sumi. Magnolia hypoletica charcoal, 

62. Hiyakajikko-sumi Largersiramia indica charcoal. 

63. Ara-to-ishi. Rough whetstone. 

64. Shiro-to-ishi. White whetstone. 

65. Awo-to-ishi. Green whetstone. 

66. Nagura-to-ishi. From quarry at Nagura. 
( 7 Tsuno-ko. Deera* horn ashes. 

68. To-kusa. Equisetum. 

69. Kaki-no-shibu. Persimmon juice. 

70. Niicawa. Glue. 

71. Yuyen-sumi. Lampblack. 

72. Go-fun. Whiting. 

73. Sho-no. Camphor. 

74. Hoch5. Knife. 

75. Yoshino. Paper. 

76. Jo-ban. A box for pons, 8cr, 

77. Tsuno-koban. Board for mixing ashes, &c. 

78. Mnro. Drying-press. 

79. (a) Honji. Class I. Real basis. (Number of specimens, 34 ; 32 separate 

pieces.) 

80. (b.) Kataji. Class II. Hard basis. (Number of specimens, 6.) 

81. (c.) Handanji. Class 111. Half-step basis. (Number of specimens, 8.) 

82. ^d.) Manzo. Class IV. (Number of specimens, 8.) 

83. (e.) Ka-no-ji. Class V. Inferior basis. (Number of specimens, 6.) 

84. (f.) Shiba-ji. Class VI. Persimmon-juice basis. (Numberof specimens, 5.) 

85. (p.) Sabi-sabi. Class VIII. Double Sabi. (Number of specimens, 10.) 

86. {h.) Kaki-awase. Class VIII. Mixture or Kuro-Shunkei (black Shunkei). 

(Number of specimens, 2.) 

87. (t.^ Aka-Shunkei. Class IX. Red Shunkei. (Number of specimens, 2.) 

88. (J,) Kijiro. Colour of the grain of wood. (Number of specimens, 14.) 

89. (k.) Red and coloured lacquers — 

1. Coating of red lacquer ground down with magnolia charcoal. 

2. Pattern applied in black lacquer and gold. 

3. Coating of transparent lacquer applied. 

4. Finally polished. 

5. Best. 5 A. Second best. 

6. „ 6 a. „ 

7. „ 7 a. „ 

8. tf 8 A. „ 
y. „ 9 A. ,, 

The same colours being used. ^ 

90. Shu. Vermilion. 

91. Seisbitsu. Green. 

92. Kid. Chrome yellow. 

93. Bero-ai. Prussian blue. 

94. Murasaki-ko. Purple powder. 

95. White lead. 

96. To-boni. Magenta roseine. 

97. Benigara. R«i oxide of won. 



98. Neji-fude. Brushes of rat's-hair. (Number of specimens, 2.) 

99. U-no-ke-nsuji-fude. Fine brushes made of hare*s-hair. (2 specimens sent 

of each size.) . 

100. Ji-nuri-fude. Grounding brushes of hare's- hair. Fi?e sizes. (2 specimens 

sent of each size. ) 

101. U-no-ke-hake. Flat brush of hare's-hair. (2 specimens sent.) 

102. MeoEO. Stiff brush of deers' hair. (2 specimens sent.) 

103. Hake. Fiat brushes of human hair. (2 specimens sent.) 

104. Bun-mawashi. Compass, with brush attached. 

105. Kebd. Brushes made of horje-hair. (6 specimens sent.) 

106. Fude-kake. Brush-rest. 

107. Fttde-arai. Brush-cleaner. 
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108. Goma-abun. Setamwn orientalii oH, 

109. Fude-ire. Brush-case. 

J .Q r Tiutau. Quills (three sizes). 

\ f, Bamboo-tubes (three sizes). 

111. Saji. Spoon. 

112. Hirame-fude. l^sed in affixing hirame, &c. (2 specimens sent.) 

113. Kiijira-bera. Whalebone spatula. (2 specimens sent.) 

114. Hera. Spatulas of Hinoki. Used for lacquer and sabi. (3 spedmeni of eadi 

sent.) 

115. The tooth of a fish. Used for polishing^. 

116. A piece of polished shell. Used for smoothing paper. 

117. Tsume-baii. Palette. (2 specimens sent) 
118 Take-ban. Small bamboo board. 

119. Fun-bako. Flat lacquered box, for holding gold-dust. 

120. Tsnbaki-sumi. Camellia charcoal. " 
120a. Camellia charcoal-powder. 

121. Shio. Gomboge. 

122. Ye-abura. Perilla oeymoidet oil. 

123. Specimen board, containing 110 samples of yasnri-ko, hirame, nathiji 

and sundry colours, 5co. 

124. Tin-nashiji. 

125. Tin-dust. 

125 A. Burnt tin-dust. 

126. Specimen of Togidashi. Branch of a lacquer tree — 

i tnd 2. Showing outline and veining. 

3. Powdering of gold-dust 

4. Application of second coating of ro-s^. 

5. Coating of ho. 

6. Same, ground roughl? with magnolia charcoal. 
. 7. Second coating of R6 to the finish. 

127. .Specimen of logi-dashi. Water and clouds — 

1 to 3. Outline, veining and powdenng with yasuri-ko and hirame. 
4. Application second coating of rd-s^. 
5 Coating of R6 
6. Same, ground rouehly with magnolia charcoal. 

128. Specimen of To^i-dashi on lagaya-san. Branch of rote— 

1. Outline of pattern. 

2. Veining. 

3. Powdering of gold-dust. 

4. Coating of K6-s6. 

5. Coating of transparent lacquer. 

6. Ground down with magnolia charcoal. 

7. Second coating of transparent lacquer. 

8. Again ground with magnolian charcoal. 

9. Thin coating of transparent lacquer applied with cotton wooL 

10. Polished ^iih to-no-ku and deer's-horn. 

1 1 . Thin coating of yosbino lacquer. ' 

12. Polished with deer's-horn ashes. 
13 and 14. Repetition of 11 and 12. 

129. Specimen of Uiramakiye. Flat lacquer on Shitan (bamboo) — 

1. Outhne of pattern. 

2. Pattern filled in with Shitimaki lacquer. 

3. Powdered with gold. 

4. Coating of Yoshino lacquer. 

5. Ground with camellia charcoal. 

6. Polished with whetstone- powder and oil. 
' 7. Veining drawn in Ke-uchi lacquer. 

8. Same^ powdered with gold. 

9. Thin coating of Yosbino lacquer. 

10. Polished with powdered- whetstone and oil. 

11. Thin coating of Yoshino-nobe lacquer and water. 

1 2. Polished with whetstone-powder and oil. 

130. Specimen of i akamakiye. Raised gold lacqut* r over clouded Togidashi — 

1 . Corresponding with No. 6 of Togidashi. (Specimen Nos. 126 and 127') 

2. Second coating of K6. 

3. Ground down with magnolia charcoal. 

4. Polished with Tonoko and camellia charcoal. 

5. Polished with deer's-hom ashes, after a coating of Yoshino lacquer. 
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6. CamelUa charooal powder dusted over a coating of Shitamaki lacquer. 

7. Coatdng of lakamaki lacquer o?er two applications of Yoshino-nobe 

lacquer. 

8. Same, ground with magnolia charcoal^ and partly polished with 

camellia charcoal. 

9. Polished with Tonoko and oU. 

10. Application of Keshi-fun over Shitamaki lacquer. 

11. Application of Komaka-me-mijin over Shitamaki lacquer. 

12. Coating of Yoshioo lacquer. 

13. Polished with powdered-whetstone and oil. 

14. Final polishings. Nos. 12 and 13 repeated three times. 

130 a. Paper pattern used for producing^ above, with lacquer tracing on back, 
together with the other paper patterns used — 

1. Specimen of prepared paper used for tracing patterns. 

2. Specimen of soft paper used for rubbing-off the thin coats of 

lacquer. 

131. Specimen of Takamakiye on plain black ground. Branch of lacquer tree — 

1. First tracing. 

2. Coating of Shitamaki lacquer and charcoal-powdelr ; two coats of 

Yoshino-nobe lacquer. Afterwards ground smooth with magnolia 
charcoaL 

3. Coating of Takamaki lacquer. 

4. Ground with magnolia charcoal, and polished with Tonoko and oil. 

5. Gk>ld-dust sprinkled over a coating of Shitamaki lacquer. 

6. A coating of Yoshino-nobe lacquer. 

?• Ground with camellia charcoal and polished with powdered-whetstone 

and oil. 
8. Yeining, and subsequent polishing three times. 

132. Specimen of raised lacquer, with and without subsequent gilding. Branch 

of fir-tree and creeper — 

(The marking on the background is meant to imitate the surfiM^ 
of metal attacked by verdigris.) 

1. Outline drawn and sprinkled with charcoal- dust. 

2. Spikes of fir-tree, finished in Hira-makiye. 

3. Three applications of Shitamaki lacquer and charcoal-powder, after- 

wards polished. 

4. Coating of Takimaki lacquer, polished with camelUa charcoal-powder 

and Tonoko. 

5. Leaves powdered with gold, over a coating of Shitamaki lacquer. 

6. Coating of Yoshmo-nobe lacquer, afterwards ground with camellia 

charcoal, and polished with powdered whetstone and oil. 

7. Finished branch of tree made of several coats of Sabi lacquer. 

8. One finished leaf, showing application of Kiri-kane ; and one finished 

leaf showing method of shading with vermilion. 
133* Specimen of raised gold lacquer on plain wood (branch and blossom of 

cherry). The very bright portions are in thin gold-foil (Kimetsuke>. 
184. Finished specimens of Giyobu-nashiji, of mixed gold and shell work, and of 

pattern ior a border. 

135. Specimen of lacqitering on metal. 

136. Tray showing process of applying Nashiji — 

1. Pure gold Nashiji. 

2. Koban gold Nashiji. 

3. Silver Nashiji. Back of tray silver Nashiji. 

4. Tin Nashiji. 

5. Coating of transparent lacquer. 

6. Ground roughly with magnolia charcoal. 

7. Second coating of transparent lacquer. 

8. Ground smooth with magnolia charnoal. 

9. Transparent lacqaer applied with cotton- wool. 

10. Polished with powdered charcoal and tonoko. 

11. Thin coating of Yosbino lacquer. 

12. Polished with deer's-horn ashes and oil. 

13. Second ftiin coating of Yoshino lacquer. 

14. Polished with deer's- horn ashes and oil. 
136 A. Specimen of common tin Nashiji. 

137. Finished specimen of Togidashi. Peacock's feather. ^ 

138. Box showing various modes of applying Kiri-kane, Awo-gai, Hirame, and 

shading colours to produce patterns (uunnished). 
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139. Similar kind of box (finished^ 

140. Specimer of inlaying work : in coral, Tarioua shells, deer's-hom, &c — 

1. Hirame applied oyer Ro-s^. 

?• Shell-work, Sec, haying been applied, three coats of Sabi have \ 
giyen, and then ground smooth. 

3. Coating of Ro lacquer. 

4. Same, ground down with magnolia charcoal. 

5. Second coating of Ro lacquer, same ground away with magiM^ 

charcoal and polished with Tonoko and oil. 

6. A coating of branch lacquer, afterwards polished off with deer's-bom 

ashes and oil. 

7. Hirame. Polished afcer lacquering. 

8. The whole of the inlaid work polished and the veining of the leaves 

completed ; bottom of tray in silver Nashiji. 

141. Stand for wine cap in TogidashL Kioto work. About fifty years old. 

142. Inro. Medicine- boi in I'akamakiye, with dead gold ground, showing appli- 

cation of Kuma (shading lacquer). T5kid work. About twenty-five years 
old. 

143. Inrdi Medicine-box, showing application of hirame. Tokio work. Esti- 

mated i^t over one hundred years old. 

144. Inr5. Medicine-box, showing method of shading, &c. Tdkio work. About ^ 

. eighty to one hundred years old. 

145. Tray. Inlaid shell-work. Kioto work. Estimated age, one hundred and 

twenty years. 

146. Tray. Negoro ware. Vide Pamphlet, pp. 10-11. Over fifty years old. 

147. Medicine-box of Tsuisbu. Vide Pamphlet, p. 16. Estimated over fifty 

years old. 

148. Box of Tsui-koku. Carved black lacquer. Vide Pftmphlet, p. 16. Esti- 

mated age, over one hundred yearv. 

149. Two boxes of the style called " Guri." Vide Pamphlet, p. 16. Estimated 

age, over fifty years. 

150. Writing-box, style called "Cho-moku.'' Vide Pavphlet, p. 9. Estimated 

age, seventy to eighty years. 

151. Wine-cup. Kioto work. Red and yellow lacquer. Gilt inside. Estimated 

age, ovef fifty years. 

152. Soup or rice-bowl. Nambu-ware. Vide Pamphlet, p. 10. Estimated age, 

over seventy years. 

153. Round tray. Loo-choo red lacquer. 

154. Paper tray lacquered over. Tdkio work 

155. Specimen boards, showing design on red lacquer, in gold, and ro-se, through 

transparent lacquer. T5kio work. 

156. Food.box of Wakasa lacquer. Vide Pamphlet, p. 13. 

157. Cabinet of Tsugaru-nishiki lacquer. 

158. Tray of ordinary Tsugaru lacquer. 

159. Box of Tsugaru lacquer over pi^r. Vide Pamphlet, p. 13. 

160. Tray of Akita-noshiro lacquer. Vide Pamphlet, p. 12. 

161. Round tray. Chinkin-bori. Made at Kaga. Also, rice-bowl. Vide 

Pamphlet, p. 17. 

162. Square trays. Made at Wojima. Vide Pamphlet, pp. 14 and 17. 

163. Sweetmeat bowL Made at Wajnna. Vide Pamphlet, p. 14. 

164. Small round trays of Kaga lacquer. 

165. Toothbrush-box of Suruga lacquer, showing grain of the wood. Vide 

Pamphlet, p. 16. 

166. (a.) Food-box. Black Aidzu-ware. 
(b.) Rice-bowl. Yellow ditto. 

Sc.) „ Green ditto. 

d.) Tray. Red and green ditto, 
(e.) „ Yellow clouded ditto. 
(f.) Rice-bowl. Reddish brown ditto. 

167. 1 square and 1 round tray of new Nikko-ware. 

168. Food-box. Red Shunkei. 

169. Square tray. Ditto. 

170. Rice-box. Commonest red Shunkei. Made in Province of Shinano. 
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Commercial Report by Her Mqjeity's Agent and 
ConsuUOeneral in Siamfor the Year 1881. 



Thk Trade Returns for the year 1881 are subtttantially identical with 
those of the preceding year; nor have the general conditions either of 
agriculture, industry, or commerce shown any tendency to advance or 
improvement, nor has any worJL of public utility been effected throughout 
the year. 

The only distinguishing circumstance of the twelvemonth was a 
violent epidemic of cholera during the latter part of the summer. It 
commenced up-country, but travelling southward, left no part of the 
kingdom unvisited; while at Bangkok itself the deaths, European or 
native, averaged for a considerable period a hundred a day. On the 
setting in of the autumn rains the violence of the epidemic subsided, 
but the disease has remained endemic, though in a sporadic form, ever 
since. 

(Signed) W. GIFFORD PALGRAVE. 
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